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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Hic satellenr Traatife rontaming Her: Prime Pins of” 
ons Rel ion, which Belircers Sorts d& lis 79004 67:0) 
* Buy, and in ths lively Senfe Bc, with Apple iner 
to themſelves, they enjoy and exexcife ſinect Communun with ( 
ihe Father, and His Son [efius Chriſt, the Mediator ot the 
New Covenant, on thofe better Hopes, aud firrer Proms, 
of the Docs ines bers treated ; deth fufficiently commend it [of 
to fuch as are fra acquaiztsd with, awd experimentalty ex= 
xrifed in thefe Thaigs. * 
hace known the frthes kms (full Twenty Ent Tears Þfo 
have Bad 2 Spirit greatly addifted to, and 922 with, the fa- 
vomS Knowledss of the Truths her: delivered, Aud the hs hath 
wot had the Lie and Help of Forcign Lmugnages, e thefc 
Points have been woſtly written; yet, T may [iy of bam {ar Tim. 
. 155 He hath been long nouriſhed up in the Words ot 
ath and good Duarigez and tbercunto he bath fo fir at- 
tated, was to be able to cut the oe Kine of the Princip at 
Olzedions, which the Adrei ſuries bace invaded thefe Truths . 
rthey, to H abliſb the Pot ive Huth, bath back” d au 
confurmett the fame by folid 42 wneuts, and per ĩucus Seraputines, 
mwnely explnned and opened. Au, which to me is yet more, 
hath extracted the moſt irit ful quickening Corbiats, which , 
Doctrine of Grace and Eletion affords plenty f; whereby to c 
fort all forts of Beheveys e Exhorting and Inrecting the whole 
Company md Body of Them, how to vianage them Faith betwees; 
God and their own Souls, in Point of Election; mr 
hem all, to commit and betake thenfetces wholly to God's cavry- 
Ing on thew Salvation, in the N of He Hint Aut lt along 
bath flrewed his Difcourfe with vfeful Exhox! ations and Applica- 
tions of the Doctrines he docs deliver; mixing Les for Prathice, 
with the Rational Diſcuſſions, md the Rnggedder Controvafulss, 
which hath been a Defe# complained of in others, to the ys 7 
of the Doftrine it ſelf; and made an Argument, that the Do- 
trine i not true, feeing Omne Verum eſt bouum ; ml both are 
mſeparable Affections of Being. Upon hee, and the like Conſi- 
derat ions J do heartily commend this Treatiſe ˖ the judic ton: 
Readers; nothins doubting, but that it will Vatify ihe weakeſt 
Chriſtians, as it hath approved it ſelf to ſeveral Divines : Hoping 
alfo, That this Edition will di as much g, to Aocus Souls, as the 
Two former have done. The Bleſling of Heaven go with it: 


April 12th 1678, Thomas Goodwin, 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


HE Do&rines in this Treatiſe Declared and Vindica- 
ted, have exerciſed the Thoughts and beſt A 
of many Learned Men, The Oppoſition made agaqpſt 
them by the Pelogians of old, excited diversof the Anci 
to their juſt defence; whereby they received that Light Ad 
Eſtabliſhment, as for man Ages the Church remained 1n 
the quiet Poſſeſſion and Beliet of them; until (of late,) ſu 
the 95 uits, Socinians, and ſome others, conſpired again to 
ſupplant them; And therein had (probably) prevailed e'er In 
now, had not the Lord ſtirred up the Spitits of many an 
great Perſous to ſtand on His * and help to maintain 
that Quarrel of His Covenant. It is not unworthy, dur 
Notice, and deepeſt Reſentment, how zealouſly affected ſome 
Men are in behalf of ſuch Tenets as ſtand in direct oppo- 
ſition to the Grace of God, and their own Eternal Happlr 
neſs: How they ſpare neither Arts not Calumnies to diſ- 
race the Aſlertors of thoſe very Truths that make up the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs; Yea, to Scandalize and Suppreſs the 
Truths themſelves; As if Reaſon and bam were given 
to no better Ends than to vilifie Religion. And further, 
how pronely addicted Men are ( having imbibed the Ar- 
minian Points ) toſtake: in thoſe that are of moſt fatal Con- 
ſequence : So far are thoſe Principles from yielding any 
effectual Influence towards Holineſs,or well grounded Pe ace; 
N otwithſtanding their pretended adaptedneſs to promote 
them: (Which might be largely inſiſted on but that the de- 
ſigned brevity of this Addreſs forbids it.) But whatever the 
Ends of Men are, or their Intereſt, in defaming the Wiſ 
Soveraiznty,and Grace of God, and that in a Method more 
arrogant and daring, than Perſons, of the ſame Principles 
hive heretofore adventured to do; the Lord's Ends, in 
permitting them, are holy and good; and we are aſſured, 
that He would not have ſuffered thoſe dangerous Errors to 
reinvade His Church, and His Glorious Truths to be ſo 
courſeiy, and contuneliouſly treated; but in order to their 
further Illuſtration and Conqueſt; And that therefore, as 
He hath, jo He will (of His abundant, goodneſs to the 
World, and iaithfulneſs to His Ele&) raiſeupſuch as with 
Meeknels, Light, and Power, ſhall withſtand their furious 
Torrent, and tranſmit to the following Generations, thuſe | 
bleſled and greatly important Truths which the World fo * 
Lmplacably are bent againſt, and ſeck to eradicate, 
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T the Chriſtian Reader. — 4p 


is ſomewhat, yerceptible of jt d ſo acknowRde-., 
fi the Aut 0 tit eig dir Trans he bay 
little or no Infetconrſe with Books, butithoſe.of the holy 
ey yet Which 1s — 3 to [fie the Grace 
ot God that was with him.) And by this may be gathered 
That..a ſerious and diligent conſulting the Seed Otacks 
with an Humble Dependance upon God for teaching 2 
ſucceſs; as they. ate Duties of great Importance, ſo of an- 


9 - 


ſwerahle Improvement ; the propereſt, and ſureſt Means of 


Inſtruction touching the Myſtery of His Will, with that 
orderly and hatmonious Connexion of the Divine Attributes 
for, recovering. Apoſtate 'Creatures from their dreadful 
Lapſe, and RIACINg them in a Condition trauſcendently 
better than heit primitive State; All which by the Pelagian 
Axticles are refluced to nothing. Lea, here are ſome pe- 
guliar advantages which accompany this Diſcourſe z, 1. That 
it is founded and ra the Welt ony of God alone; 
whoſe Authority and Truth are the only unerring Rule and 
immovable Baſis of Divine Faith, anq́ its propereſt Touch- 
ſigns: And the leſſer diverſien there is to other ways of 
Proof and Argumentation (in things of this nature ) the 
more convincing, and free from Retortion; and the ſooner 
BNA Our Souls be brought to Acquieſcence and Settlement. 
2: That the Doctrines being declared and vindicated, there 
IS all along an uſeful Tnprovenient made of them, to excite 
and influence our Hearts and Lives, according to the genuine 
JTenqur and Import of thoſe Truths; very much beyond 


* 


What the Contrary Doctrines have ever pretended to. It may 


alſo be a 


upplement to * wag Books, wherethe ſame Truths 
are worthily contended for, but yet defective in this par- 
ticular; And ſo, tis not only a Work of good uſe in it 
ſelt, but it alſo relieves theſe Doctrines from one of the 
worſt Aſperſions they have been calumniated with. Divers 
other things might be mentioned, which reflect a Worth 
-upga the enſuing Diſcourſe, and beſpeak an Eſteem of it, 
which (for brevity ſake) are referr'd to the Reader's Judici- 
ous Obſervation. | 


Ih bat the BOOK may be entertained by Jen according to 
ble 


tha deſert of it; ſſed of God, for the Ends it is de- 
ſigned for, and ſuited unto, is and ſhall be the Deſire of, 
John Owen. 


| S. Anneſley. 
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iv 7 25 WAR: 
Extract of a LETTER from a Learned Divine, 


unkown to the AUTHOR, 
SIR, | | 


; \ Ltho' I be a Stranger to you, yet having read your er- 


cellent Book (which I did but borrow neither;) I thought 
good to let you underftaud, with bow great Delight I did 
read it 5, and alſo how great Sai1sfation and Comfort I received by 
10. I have ſtudied theſe Points ſeveral Years ago, wy hard; bei 
then put upon it, by a ſtrong Adverſary, one ſubtil Wit, th 
otherwiſe a very mean and plain Man. But I have ſaid often, that 
1 was much beholden to him for his Oppoſition; for I would not 
for much Worldly Sulſt ance, be without that Knowledze, which ( 1 
hope) thro? the Grace of God, I then attnin'd in thoſe great Points, 
by reaſon thereof. I think that then and ſinte, I have rend moſt 
of the heſt Books that have been written on thoſe Points; but eſþe< 
cn hat Bock of Books the BIBLE: Tet after all thoſe other 
Books, I muſt confeſs, that yours bath given me the moſt Content and 
Satifact ion, of all that I have read touching that Subje# : For y 
bave moſt nervouſly and judiciouſly laid open the Truth, and as ftre> 
mou ſly refuted the Ol jections. 4 bleſs and adore that Divine Grace 
of the Lord, wlo of His rich Goodneſs and Mercy to His poor di- 
ftireſſed and diſtraded Church in this Nation, hath Yaiſed you p, in 
an eſpecial Manner, to be ſuch an Inſtrunicit of His Glory, in the 
wmngicating of Hu Soveraygnty, eſpecially in theſe High and Myſte- 
vious Points of Predeſt inat ion, Particular Redemption, the Efficacy 
of Grace in Converſion, aud the Perſeverance of the Saints in Faith 
and Holineſs, As touching the Abſoluteneſs of the Covenant of 
Grace, I cannat but admire to ſee how patly you jump with me. 
F uſed to ſay often ſeveral Years ago (what I now find in y Book) 
That if the Covenant of Grace were not Abſolute, Salvation woult! 
be as difficult ly it, as by the Covenant of Works; becauſe it ü as 
Gard for a Natural Man to Believe and Live, as it ij for himto 
Do aud Live. Well, you have (in my Fudgment) performed yous 
Buſineſs * Pio, pradically, aud ſtrongly ; and your Argu- 
ments are fudiucible; many of which, yet had never met with - 
And I doubt not, but you do return the Praiſe and Glory of all, 
unto our Great aud Gracious Lord; who by His meer fee Grace, 
hath enabled you to perform this Mork; which i ſo much for the 
Glory of His holy Name. I commend you with your Labours, unto 
le Grace of our merciful Father, and reſt, 


Tour moſt affect iunate Friend, 
ON. 10. 1677. W. W. 
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hold it, to be in their Natural State; Fot, as of moſt, their 
Judgment is better than their Practice; So, of ſome he hopes, 
their Practice may be ſounder than their Judgment: But, ſu 
to hold and practiſe accordingly, he camot but think ex- 
tremely perilous to the Souls of Men. Divers Conterences 
(accidentally) he had with thoſe of that Way: Ln allwhich he 
tound it their Drift to inſinuate that Principle; not carirfy 
much to Diſcourſe of any Point elſe, howuſctul ſoever, and 
importantly needful to be known; but ſtill divertins into 
that Channel: Maintaining alſo their Notions, with that 
Confidence of their own, and Contempt ur the contrary 
Judgment; Such uncomely Reflections upon their Oppo- 
nents, and flight Regard of the Scriptures brought againſt 
them; as did in no wile become 42 — tor the Faith : 
(which has made him think, that Tronical Specch of Job to 
his Friends, too applicable to Thete, No doubt but ye ave 
the People, and Wiſdom ſhall die with you; Job 12. 2.) He 
alſo found their Tenets moſtly grounded upon Words and 
Phraſes - of a variable Conſtruction; as not weighing the 
Scope of the Texts, nor huw the Senſe they gave of them, 
might- accord with thoſe of a contrary Tenour: Still citing 


1 ſuch as were Plain and expreſs, to be try'd by thoſe of a 


doubttul 


they differ among themſelves as much as they do fm mp 


expedient to Preface, the w | . 
- Sovgrargnty ;, together with His ' Righteouſneſs : The Ręaſons ti 


c 
reſolv'd to proceed no farther: | And this, not from the £ 
Want, but Redundancy of Matter, which. he found in te 4 

| 


went on atteſh ; until (by Degrees) his Gleanings grew into 
1 A 


* 


doubt ful Sound; Whereas the contrary Courſe had been 
more genuine, and nearer to find out the Truth. Nat that 
ve Hayy mg doubtful in it ſelt, or inconſiſtent with 
others; nor would ſeem ſo to us, if Scope and Context were 


duely weighed; 1 the Carte, Uſed, oudi fferent 
Geena toe ifterent 5 debe attending to 
the Contexture, indudes the ind ere Intendment. 
That he found e cb, 4 ene greement againſt 
our Doctrine of Election, is true; and no leſs true, that 


vi An Account of the 


only they bear edch others Diſſent: more quietly than ous, 
Some of them hold. Election upon Karts, foreſeen; Qthezs, 
that Men are Hlected, when they: do. dual peirovy, and 
not before; Others ot them, that no Man is Electeq, till 
he hath poſevered in believing,: toſtiie laſt Moment of, his ob! 
Lite: And others again, That there/ismo, Election. at all; or Jay 
Tarticular Perſons as ſuch, but of the entire Species of Men, thi 
trom Eternity. I his ꝓut him upon ſeaching the Scxiptgres be 
more S touching the LDoctriue of Hledtion; wherein the in 
taither he went, the more he was confirm'd in bat he Ce 


had firſt receiv d. And as he went on, found thoſe other W co 


Points of Peculiar Redemption, ,, Effeual/Calling, and Final o 


Ferſeverance, ſo interwoven! with that, of Election, aud M th 


dependent thereon y as very! naturally drew on a Diſeuſſian MY -- 
thoſe alſo. And as 3 chereto, it; feemed WM -. 
ole with, the Doing of. God's Wl tc 


whereot, with its: Uſefulneſs, yenmay find in the Treatiſe it wW 


elt. It alſo lay berore him, to obſerve what; uſeful Y 


Initrutions derived from theſe Docttines above thoſe of 
the contrary Side; which he. hopes will not be meanly cpn- 1 
ſidexable to thoſe who have their Senſes Spiritually exerciſed | 
to diſcern. Ani! „enen tene 

Ot this Work, was oft- times a Stop, and laying aſide, as 


Soriptures for it, but himſelf much too narrow to compre- 


hend, and to make it out: Partly alſo, from the Der N 


of reducing his mingled Fragments, to an orderly Conf 


ence. But, by one impulſive Occurrence or other, (among 
which, the inward Delight he had in the Work, tho ſome- Þ 
times intermitted, was not the leaſt;) it ſtill reviv'd aud 
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Treatiſe and «Publication. 

a Shock ; which then he bound up, and deſign'd it only for 
private Uſe. But ſo it was, that ſome Parts thereof (Provi- 
dentially) came to the View and hearingrof certain ancient 
and ſober Chriſtians; who expreſſing an hearty good liki 
and Approbation, ſomewhat warmly. adviſed the Printin 
of it, tor more general Uſe; as that which might help, at 
eaſt to confirm the Tenure ot thoſe hlready poſſeſt of the 
Truth, but ſtill remain ſubjett to ſifting. One who had 
caſt a favourable Eye on the contrary! Points, profeſſed 
himſelf. well ſatisfied with , what , he lud found in this 

touching the Impatency of Natural Free- Will, tho' aſſiſted 
with General Gtace; Urging alſoſ the publiſhing of it, for 
that he thought its Hlainneſs might redet it more convins 
cing to ſome, than Scholamick Diſputus ; which ate found to 
ure and puzzle, rather than] illuminate and ſettle the 
Judgment of 11literate.Pexſons. - Another Confidetation-was, 
the Effect it might have to antidote ung Profeſſors ;| who 
being ſcaroe out of the Shell of their Natural Underſtand- 
ing, are progety \neceptive of Notions that ſpring'trom'a 
Covenant of Works; which by, Meam of ſo plain a Diſ- 
courſe of Nature's Weakneſs, together! with the Neceſſity, 
conſtant Readine(s, aydanvincible Efficacy of Divine Grace, 
they\might-happily/be armed againſt. 
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IF $407 adlilier.s LE. 7 * 
$4 — A Inſtances prevailed, at length, for a Willingneſs 
to make it publick ; in Caſe it ſhould alſo obtain Approba- 
LON tion from approved Divines; whaſe Teſt and Judgment-he 
«te it would firit ſubmit it unto, and accordingly did: Retaining 
uſeful rr deep Senſe; of + bis; mani fuld Inſufbeiency for ſuch a 
ole of Works and praying, that his Perſonal Meanneſs and Obſcu- 
9 ny may not prejudice the Truth; 71 ob 

e e x g 1 


ae ( T6 SIEM 23 TY 33+ Lia ww 

+ i WM + This being the. Account formerly, given, ſome latter Oc- 
de, as BI currences- have induced this farther? Addition. After the 
m the *F firſt Impreſſion the Author was oft-times . encounter'd by 
inthe 2B ſome ot the contrary Perſwaſion, whereby: he came to know 


mpre- more of their Spirit and Principles than before: But not to 
culty his better liking of either: He ſpeaks, but of ſuch as himſelf 
nfiſt- BY hath convers'd with, , n. an 

ome- Some he found to cry up that. excellent Creature Man; 


1 aud L and the great Thiugs he is able to do: A taking Lure! and 
into *'F conſequently the more dangerous. to ſuch as are * Le 
2 1 — F ettle 


4 


| 


* — K 
— — ¶ - — 


5 — — N 


| 


ri A, Account of the | 
ſett led in Principles; betauſe of that razrvelous Aptnefs that 
im . be n its own 3 
to fancy it (cM confide in procuring its own enefs 5 
As alſo, from the Difficulty of taking up our Rel It the 
Wilt of Another, whofe Wiſdom and Love we are little ac- 
ated with, nor can be, until we are pitch'd upon it. 
t,: tor the prefent Ability of this Once excellent Creature 
we have but Verbal Reports and muſt therefore ſuſpend 
our Belief, until they produce ſome creditable Evidence for 
be hid in the Earths They ſhould ill be greg the Kung 

id in the Earth: ſtill be turing the Perry ; 
and the Greatneſs of their Stock ſhould be (ten by the 
Richne(s of their Effects. Tia no Point of Hunour or Pru- 
dence, to boaſt of Poſſeſſions, and all Things at Will; and 
yet live at the Rate of an Underling Tenant, who holds bis 
All at the Will of Another: It's ſurely @ Rational Thing, 
that to whom much is given, of him the more ſhould be re- 
qured. It behoves theretore, to ponder' thoſe ſerious Queſti- 
dus, what ſgular thing do ye? And what do ye more than 
ethers? 1. 6. What Earmmgs have ye made of thoſe 2 
Talents ye profeſs to be endowed with? This they fold 
gve ſome tolerable Account of, or elſe they Il be thought 
to boaſt f a talſe Gift; tor it is not Words, but Nrform- 
aneesuuſt purity Abi lities, and make out the V irtue of Prin- 
ciples. Their tellow-Chriſtians, are of theuſelves not ſufficient 
#& think; How then will thoſe anſwer it, with all flo- 
ud Endowments, to be tound even as they? #1949 


And becauſe Scriptural Deductions are moſt prefling ; ſome 
have a Device to put by their Force without Reſiſtance: 
What they caunot anſwer, they will not underſtand ; It muſt 
bear the Name of Unintelligible Notion . The Vanity of which 
Evafion is obvious to any that will but conſider it; ſince the 
Rudiments of any Science, which by Inſtruction and Uſe 
are tamihar to one, may be ſtrange and uncouth to another, 
thy” of more pregnant Parts than he, and better (kil'd in other 


Faculties. 


Another Gin is their needleſs commixing, and confequent- 
Ip perplexing of Secret Things with thoſe Kevealed: When 
as they cannot be ignorant, that the Decree is God's Rule, 
(which cannot be known to us, but by the Event,) The Law 
and the Teſtimony, Outs: By which alone, all Doctrines 


418 
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Trektiſe and Prblicatins © tt 
wha of aL RE © bf 
and Practice, to b ated Here, and gudged at 
We 3 ack: dark Snyang in Re and Th * 
Hud co he mmdUIl % But the Difficulties, riſe not fo mucl 
Kam the Word, as a Natural Unbeitet Prejudice, and 
Dakneſs within ; with thoſe crecked, wiinkled, or difco- 
Tuned MHediuins . Dok thotow at Spiritual 
Things; which needs anuſt xe che Objects they look at. 


There is e another Snare, 25 catching 25 any Oh, 
and as worthy £0 be caution'd againſt ; Ihe Dodrine 
Tine Giſtce, tg Aluttriaus in Scnpture, as mot to he 
ſpcken againſt; Dey M talk as high Gr it 2nGeneral Terns 
25 any other, and tell us what great Pretenfions their Daftzine 
Bath to anagnify Grace; and that they deſign 1 Marr 
than che Honour of Thats when 2s indeed, it is nof Gram, 
tut a contrary thing (et up with chat Nane: For follaw 
the Stream ether upward or downward; and as it all riſcs 
#om, Gu A duns into Frocfom of Vi, and dduaucevient of 
Ne ; as is QbvIDus £0 any ampattial Obſeres. ; 


"The daſtthiang] ſhall tae Natiae of at preſent, are certain 
{ſcermngly zccadental) Queries, modeſtly pretended for A 
© to cleat up Obſcuxities, and zcoard Contradi- 
<hans; which (tha) 2 good Work in it {ef if arderly mana- 
padz) they fallow Io tar, and au ſuch Mannes, that they da, 
an Effect, bring Patgciples imo uueſtion; and care the wo 
s7 Around Work of Keligion. 


mY tene d, not to uncover the Wezkneſs 
of Perſons, but of Principles, zad chat only 2s they derogats 
fxom the Honaur of Frer (Grace, and tend to ſubyerting the 
Sal; and · che End of it is, to prevent ſuch as may he ho- 
wering about, {as not Knowing where to ſettle) that they 
ay nut be caught by Enticiugneſs of Words, which 1516 
cantrery £0 the Simplicity af the GaſpeL 


t= What mains then? Part chat we Meſs £324, zdoring His 
* Saricus Waſdant and Grace, that Matters of preſem Duty 


aud preateft Importance t ws, are fo plainky rvealed; and 
©, Fern Sakration Colittle concern'd in the zutun congili- 


ating of Ceeming Diſcord. Thats cou; mantel t 
E 


X Ap Ac count of the. ' I 
take up our Time and Strength; and our liying up to that 
| We is the xcadieſt Way to-know more ; He 1 40 
5 Will, ſhall know of Hu Dodtrine. And in the Fulneſs GEZ 
ime thoſe ſeeming” Diſcordances ſhall have an illuſtrious 
Lconcilement ; And, they that have moſt firmly believ'd 
now, againſt all their Carnal Reaſoninys, and unxeaſonable 
Contradictions, ſhall have not the weakeſt Reflections and 
Rays of Glory frpm the Luſtre of that Day: And this (I 
ſuppoſe) He had an Ex e to, (a Perſon of no ordinary Rank, | 
for Humane Accompliſhments,) who treating of God's De- WFditio 
crees, did freely confeſs, That he could not indeed comprehend Hof the 
them, but would. captivate Reaſon, to the, Obedience of Faith; ¶ aid St 
With Which I cloſe; Subjoyning only a Word of Religious WW The 
Education; viz. That tho” it do not confer Grace, it may cut L 
t 775 (and hath ſo, ta many) a good Preſervative from ¶ Pinne: 
vils 1n ' Prattice, and Errors in Jud ment, which others Tw 
8 had not that gracious Priviledge) have more naturally Lean 
en into. Beſides, when God comes to Work effetually, 1 
thoſe Notions of Sin, of Chriſt, and of Grace, (of which 
before they had but the. Form) have prov'd of ſin Uſe. 
to facilitate the Work. That the Lord Will vouchſafe His 
Bleſling with it, is the Prayer of His Servant, $6 


; Nrn.: K l 
5: © Eliſha Cole. 
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ili ; „His 71 * io. 2 
Fooks. Primed ors, and Sed by: Nath. Hillier; at the 
Prince's-Arms in Leaden-Hall 11 75 over ks 
S. Mary-Axe. W che A Nik e # 
55 7 7; oP 7 = 
H'E Figures, of Ty 8 of che Old Teſtainent 172 which 
| 1 Chriſt, and the Heavenly Things of the Gd 
bed and Shadowed to the + People of. God of Gia 22 Ex- 
Hagel and Improved in ſundty Sermon. By Mr. Samuel 
Mather, ſometime Paſtor of a Church in Dublin,” The Second 
Edition. To which is now added, a latge Table, and Scheme 
of the whole Work: A Freatiſe very WY for all F 2milies 
and Students in Divinity. 4to. Price 6 5. | 
The Righteoufneſs of God through Faith n all with- 
dut Difference, who Believe. 4n in Two erg Preach'd at 
Pinner s- Hall, on Rom. 3 22. 40. Price 14. 

Twenty Three Sele& Sermons Preached at the Alesstunch. 
Lectute, at Pinners-Hall, and in Lime-ftreet: Wherein ſeve- 


ral Caſes of Conſciencę, and other weighty Matters are pro- ; 


pounded and handled.” Boo. Price 4. 

A Diſcuſiion of the Lawfulneſs of: a Paſtor? 8 Acting as an 
Officer in other Chuiches, beſides hat to which he is elpeci- 
ally called to take the Overſight of. 1201 Price 13. The 
Three laſt by the late Reh end Nit. Nath. Mather. 

The Throne of Grace Diſcoutſed of in Thirteen Sermons, 
from Heb. 4. 16. 890. Price 3.5; 60. 

Sixteen Sermons: on the Lord's . Jebn 17.24. 
Theſe Two laſt by the Reverend Ruler Braik, M. A. g. 

The Divine Inftitution'of Congregational Churches, Mi? 
niſters, and Ordinanèds, às. bas been profaſſed by thoſe of 
that Perſwafion, alkcried) and dus From Scripture: deo. 
Frice tx. S, | Polk tt + 

An Effay/to/ the es of /the) Angel dal riePs 
8 d iyerel by the Ei | ring * 9. ver. 26. 

1's. 27M 08. 

Chriſt's wit) to fulfil all Things. In a Seton at 
Hor ſly-down., vo. Price 64d. All Three by he Reverend Mr. 
Jade Chau „M. A. 0 % ien 0 

A Learned and Accurate Diſcourſe of - Guilt of. Sin 
Pardon of that Guilt, aud Prayer for that, Pardon. W ribs 

tett' ſome Years ſince · bY the Reverend Mr. Thomas Gilbert, 
lately deceaſed at Oxford. 8vo. Price 44, N 
Scripture- Proofs for fin ing Seri pturg Flalms; I. mas and 
Spiritual Songs, | Ey E. 
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_  Youth's Tragedy, a Poem: By Way of Dialogue between 


| Books Sold by Nath. Hillier, &c; 
A Vindication of the Eternal Law, and Everlaſting Got. 
pel: In Two Parts: In. the Firſt Part, The Continuation 
of the Law; its High Demands ; the Incapacity of fallen 
_ for obey it, are 1 proved: Surety- 

ip of Chriſt; His obeying and ſuffering in our Stead; are 
4 and defended: Phe Concernment of Faith in Jy. 
{titication is oxen'd/and explain'd., In the Second Part, u-] 

fication before Faith is ſtated and limited; and Juſtihica. | 
tion by Faith aſſerted and proved; The Offer of Chriſt tg 
Siuners, and other weighty Points are briefly diſcuſſed. By 
755 John Beart, of Bury In Suffolk. 8v0.. Both Parts toge- 
er Is. 64, 4 $9 er | 
Ihe Proteſtant Reconciler: Or a ſhort View of the My. 
ſterious Book of the Revelation; with brief Notes col- 
tected out of the beſt Annotators: And wherein may be ob- 
ſetved (by comparing Prophecy with Providence) what God 
bath fulfilled, is now fulfilling, and what is yet to be ful- 
filled to the End of the World. Humbly propoſed by S. O. 
to the Serious Conſideration. of all Proteſtants. v. Price 
14. 6 d. | x 7 N 2 

The Life of Sir William Phipps,late Captain -General, anddo- ,, 
vernour of New- England: Containing the memorable Changes | -* 
undergone, and Actions performed by him. 8v0, Price T 5, 


Touth,the Devil, Wiſdom, Time, Dealh, the Soul, the Nuncivs, For 05 
the Caution and Direction of the Y r Sort. Boo, Price 3 f. nor 
The Sinner's Juſtificationz or the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the ul 
Lord our Righteouſneſs : Delivered ig ſeyeral Sermons, By || Ang 
the late Reverend Obadiah Grew, D. D. late Miniſter of the 
Goſpel in Coventry. 120. The Second Edition. Prica 1 . 
2 Marrow of Modern Divinity, touching the Covenant 
Of Works, aud the Covenant of , with their-Uſe and | 
End, clearly deſcribing the Way to Eternal Life by Jeſus 
Chriſt, By E. F. The Ninth tion, 120. Price 17. 6 d. 
24 — Drop of Honey from the Rock Chriſt. 120. 

ce 2 d. ES . 

A Name in Heaven the trueſt Ground of Joy, and the 
Power of Grace in weaning the Heart from the Workd, ſet | 
torth in Two Diſcourſes on the happy Birth and Weaning of 
the 2 Son of a Perſon uf Quality. By Mr. Matth. 

120. Price 15. 4 3 | N 11 

All Mr. Lob''s Pieces in Controverſy with Mr. William: 
biz. The Report, Remarks, Defence of the Report, Appea 
bo the Biſhop of Worceſter, and Dr. Edwards, and the farther 
Detence. "EEE: 
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85 — . frs bigh and i Attribute, being an 
V 8. O. Odean that has neither Bank nor Bottom; 
Price! | may not lightly be lanched into by Any, tho? 

h Lag ever ſo ſtrongly built and well-Mand, (much 
ndGo-Þ .. - 16 by ſo weak a Veſſel) without 2 Divine 
hanges| -ompaſs, and an Anchor Tithin the Vail. That the Au- 
—_— bor of this Diſcourſe came into it, was not of Choice or 


ent, but of Courſe and Emergent Neceſſity. Could 
Frog Baſis to repoſe that Dottrine up- 
3 . only intended Subject; he had 
{ the not a u 8 appar rently to him, no Ground 
s. By would bear the Weiz of 255 ion, but that of Soveraiguty ; 
of the aud there it fixed as 95 533 All the Lines of its whole 
ts, Citcichference, Rurtning there, and Reſting there, as in 
enant {their Ceuter, whete Allo the Scripture hxh laid it, Rom. 
e and | 9. Eph. x, 22 c. And, however it be a Foum lation difallow- 
Teſus (©? Of Men, every obſerving Chriſtian ſhall find, that with- 
£4 out r Divine Soveraignty, for the Original, 
120. Supreme and unaccountable Diſpoſer of Perſons and Things ; 
he ſhall want a principal Means of ſupporting his Faith, 
d the and quieting his Underſtanding in the Courſe of Contitton 
d, (ct Proyidences; much more of thoſe Myſterious Occurrences, 
ng of | — Supernatural Truths, which he is Eternally concern'd 
Ut. 


In this Preface 1 Mall treat Firſt of God's Sever aignty, and 
amt, then of his Righteouſneſs, as its png” Aunt. Toe Sum 
Je the firſt lies 10 + Propoſition vic 


Wider WK | 3 | That 


2 A Praftical Diſcomſe) 


That the Great God bleſſed for ever, hath an abſolute Powe: a Foo 
Right of Dominion over His Creatures, to diſpoſe and determine ſas N 
them as ſeemeth Him go. 


23 * + „ 0 


at there is ſuch a Power, and that A Puer belong er 
to „no other Reaſon needs be aflipxfd, but that>4- Hand 


God, and there ig none beſides Him : There can be no more, , 
cauſe, 1. There can te but one Infinite; for ſuch a Being fil 
Heaven and Earth; and ſo o Place or Room tor anothe {We v 
2. There can be but one Omnipotent; Far, He that is ſu 
hath all others under his Feet: es, where One cam ot 
all, more would be impertinent. 3. re can be but bi in! 
Supreme; Supreme Power may reſide in Many; {as in mix Sch 
Monarchies and Commonwealths; ) but as Caw- maker ſion 
and Supreme, they are but One. 4. There can be bit. oh Alt 
Firſt Cauſe, from which all Beings elſe deri: 0 ſed 


nal; and that is this Bleſſed One we are ſpeaking ot; to 
whom, and for whom are all things, 1 Cor. 8. 6. And if he £4 
the Author of all, he needs muſt have a Soyeraign Right an Ma 

' Power to determine all; both as to their Being, Order, EAI Lair 
cacy, and End. | „ e 
That Soveraign Power belongs to GOD, is a Trutli ſo Nati mo 


ral, and obvious to Reaſan, that other Proof ſeems as need | 
leſs, as that the Sun is the Fountain of Light: Nor lia e 
ſupppoſe that any who will read this Diſcourſe,can ſo far fa: Rex 
get thEmſelves to be Creatures, as to ſeek a Frogk gf the ting 
Creator's N The Things That are ſeen, ſo loudh 
proclaiming His Eternal Power and Godhead. But. fan abl 
with our eaſie admitting the Noz1on, it is none of the ſmalle 22 
Difficulties,to own it in our Practice, and bear our ſelves an lea 
{werably. towards Him: Since alſo ſo huge a Weight is bon © 
on the Shoulders of this Divine Attribute, and our Souls ar. ſet 
ſo highly concern'd in the Intereſt and Influences of it; It mee 
muſt be our Duty, and well worthy our Time, to look oferth 
Inſtances of it, and to mark and conſider them well, as Thing 
reatly importing our Inttruction; whereby we may kn 


ſomething of the Greatneſs of that God in whoſe Hands ou 
Souls are; as alſo of our Infinite Diſtance from Him, and No chi 
thingneſs to Him; and ſo, with the more Humbleneſs © all 
Mind, and Selt-abaſement; as alſo, with the more Faith, Li 
and Creature-like Affiance, ſubmit unto Him, and bear our Jaf 
ſclres upon Him. To this End, the Scriptures have inrolled 

| | ſereß 


ef God's Soveraignty: N 
ſeveral Enfiens = —— ; by which (as by ſo many 
Powe: «12 Footſteps) we are led to the Abſolute Fil, and Power of God, 
termine Jas the Supreme Cauſe and Diſpoſer of al. 53 

The Great Act of Soveraignty was God's Decree for making 
the World ; and of doing, or permitting to be done, what- 
er ſhould be in it, to the folding of it up. The Heavens 


- 


and the Earth, and all the Hoſts of them, as yet had no Be- 


* — 


1 D 
hat | 


wre, Ming: It was at His Pleaſure, whether He would make them 
eing for not: And if He would, what Being He would give them; 
anothe to what Eud, aud How that End ſhould be accompliſhed. And 
is ful chat theſe were al aſcertain'd by the Decree, is evident; 
e can For, known unto God mere all His Works (which He would do 


but Us 
in mix 


in Time) from the beginning of the Morld, Acts 15. 18: The 
Scheme and Subſtance whereof, (and I hope without intru- 
ſion) may be drawn to this Efte&: - That the Great God, 
Aa high and bly, being infinitely: good, happy and bleC- 
ſed in Himſelf, was alſo infiritely prompt aud well-pleaſed 
to communicate thereof to others. Id which Ead, He deſign- 
ed to raiſe up Creatures, Angels, and Men: That for the 
Manifeſtation of His Soveraygnty 3 He would confirm à cer- 
Ei fatn Number of thoſe Angels intheir Primitive State; leav- 
Img the reſt to themſelves; who, falling from that State, 
4 ſhonld'be caft down; and reſerved inChainsof Darkneſs un- 

to the Judgment of the Great Day. That in this lower 
World, He would ſet up the firſt Man to be the Head and 
Repreſentative of all that ſhould come of him. That this 
ſingle Perſon ſhould be created in the Linage of God, fit to 
enjoy "Communion with Him, and endued with Power to 
4 Meeres 1 eſt the 8 of Creates, 
and their 2 ance u 3 He would thus 
leave him 15 is firſt Stock; with N Freedom ot WII, 
to retain, or loſe it at his own Choice; but not withour 
ſet ting before him the Happineſs or Ruin, that would cer-- 
tainly follow his well or ill uſing that Freedom: And, be- 
ing ſo left, the fallen Angel tempting him to Diſobedience, 
and alſo prevailing, botli himſelf and all his Poſterity ſhould 
by this Revolt,fall under-the Curſe: That for the Declaration 
of His Soyeraign Grace; He would (and accordingly did) 
chuſe a certain Number of 4Jan's Poſterity, (in themſelves 
all alike depraved and loſt) and ordain them to Eternal 
Life: And to make known the Power of His Vrath, and His 
jaſt Diſpleaſure againſt Sin; He would leave the Reft in that 
State of Perdition they would bring themſelves into. That 
2 Or 


Faith, 

ear Our 
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4 A Practical Diſcourſe" > 
of theſe Veſſels of Wratb, Satan himſelf (whom they choſe 
to tollow) ſhould be the Head and Ruler; as alſo, over 
them that were EleFed, for a Time; viz, until the Meſſiah, 
their true and proper Head, and into whom He had choſen 
them, mould reſcue them out of his Power. That, to this 
End, (and that he might be Known to be Juſt, as well ag 
Merciful, in juſtifying of them) the Son of God ſhould take 
den Him the Place of a Second Adam, and come into the 
World with a humane Body; In which He ſhould fulfill all 
Righteouſneſs, and by the infinite Virtug and Merit of His 
Death, ſhould ſatisty the Law in all.its Demands ;-deſtroy 
the Devil, diſſolve his Works; and Reconoile the Ele# unto 
God: That He ſhould be raiſed again ftom the Dead, and 
inveſted with all Power befitti he Camtein of their Sal. 
vation; that ſo He might eſfectually Miniſter to them, hat- 
ever ſhould be requiſite for bringing his Sons to Glory, 
This I tak to be the Sum of God's Decree; the Great Enſign, 
or Standard Royal of Soveraignty; whereof all the other are 
Teds or Conſequents, and fubordinate thereto. 

The firſt 2 1e Enfign of Soveraignty, was Creation, or God's 
giving the World an actual Exiſtence in Time, according to 
His Decree rem Everlaſting; bringing that huge, yet void 
and formleſs Maſs, at firſt out of Nothing; and then, this 
glorious Fabrick out of that Confuſion : His hanging the 
Earth upon nothing: His aſſigning to every fort of Creatures, 
ſuch Form and Station, Order, Uſe, and Efficacy, and im- 
preſſing on them ſuch Laws and Inſtincts of Nature, as ſeem- 
ed Him good; (but all in a regulat Subſerviency to the good 
Of the whole: ) Which alſo was effected by; His Word. What 
He would, was done with that immediate Suddenneſs, as if the 
Things theniſelves had proceeded. with his Breath (a). Ihe 
inſtant production of Light (b) : The Waters ſeparating 
trom the other Elements, and gathering into a Body; and 
their going up and down to the Place He had founded for 
them (c), with many others, (of which ye have an Index in 
the firſt of Geneſis) are Witneſſes of it: As alſo, His ſo fir- 
2g this 'ſtabliſhment, that they continue this Day accords 
to that Oramance (d). 

Conſequent to this, as à Second Enſign of Souzraignty, 
is that univerſal Providence, by which the Creatron is ſuſtained 


* . 


| (a) Ifalm 33.9. (b) Gen. 1. 3, and 9. ( I. 104. 8. 
(d) Ifalm 119. 51. 
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of God's Soveraignty. > _ 5 
and all inferiour Cauſes guided to their deſigned End; and 
this notwithſtandi ug all ſuppoſable Accidents, which night 
poſſibly happen to obſtruct or divert them. And that the 
Creatures have, at Times, deviated from their firſt Rules and 
Settlement, is no Nero gation to the Doctrine of God's Sove- 
raignty, but rather an Illuſtration af it; as ſhewing, that the 
Creatures are ſtill in His Hand, as Clay in the Potter's. Hence - 
we find their innate Propenſions to be ſometimes ſuſpended; 
otheryhi las acted beyond; and at Times again, quite contrary | 
to the Law of Nature: And this, not , caſually, nor by 
the Force of created Powers, nor yet tor any private or Selt- 
concern; but to ſerve ſome fpecial and ſuperior End, which 
their Lord had to be Ce To inſtance a few; And 
1. Of Creatures without Life; As the Windows of Heaven 
opening, and the Fountains of the Great Deep breaking up, 
(notwithſtanding the Firmament above, and the Bounds be- 
neath) to drown the World of ungodly Men (). The Red 
Sea's dividing and ſtanding up as a Wall, ta make Way tor. 
His People's Eſcape (F). The Sun aud Moon's ſtanding ſtill 
till they were avenged on their Enemies (3): The Stats to 
the Came End, fighting againft Siſera (). The Sun's going 
back in Aba his Dial, to help Hezekial's Faith (i). The tic- 
ry Furnace devouring thoſe at a Diſtance, who caſt in thoſe 
holy Confeſſors; and not ſo muchas touching them that wer. 
caſt into it (k).-. The Winds and the Seas which arefuch im- 
petuous (and one would think, even lawleſs) Creatures, they 
itir not, nor breathe, but to fulfil His Word (1). W 

2. Of Living Creatiues that have not the Uſe ot Reaſon : 
How readily went they by Pairs into Nuab's Ark, at God's 
Appointment (). The Frogs, Lice, Locuſts, c. With 
what ſupernatural Boldneſs did they aſlault and perplex the 
Egyptians! That the Magictins themſelves conteſſed, the Fin- 
ger of God was in it (%%); And as ſtrangely withdrew, when their 
Witneſied alſo by the Dumb Afs's te- 
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” 'A PraSical Diſcourſe d 4 
Bird bringing Exijab Food in his ſolitary Condition (5). The 
Whale's receiving Jonab, and at God's Command, caftir 


bim on diy Land, without harm (6). Ihe Lions alſo 80. ? 


hurting Daniel in their Den; yet 


5 1 ee ä 
Accuſers (:). It muſt needs be 2 Soweraign Power, Which 
thus Intends, Reſtrains, Inverts, the Courſe of Nature at His 


Will. 


Thirdly, Another Enſign aſſerting God's Supremacy, and 


Rightful Dominion, is the general Vote and Subſcription of 
Men, eſpecially the moſt knowing, and ſuch as beſt "underſtand: 
Him. 1, They own it in their Praice or Ad ions: Abel offers 
the Firſtlings of his Flock to God (u). Abraham leaves his 
Native Country at God's Command, to go he knew not whi- 
ther ©. He alſo offers his only and innocent Son Iſaac, i 


whoſe Life and Poſterity all Nations were to be bleſſed (5). 


Jol, when ſtript of all, falls down and worſhips (z). When 
his Two Sons were deſtroyed by Fire from Heaven, Aaron 
held his Peace (a). Eli, when that tingling Sentence was 
denouriced againſt his Houſe, It is the Lord, let Him do what 
ſcemeth Him good (h. David, when driven from God's Sanctu- 
ary, and his Throne uſurp'd by. Alſalom, Behold, here I am, 
let Him do to me ns ſeemeth good to Him (c. The Men of Nine- 
veh, their Deſtruction was pronounced peremptorily 3 of 
which they had no Promiſe of Remiſſion; and conſequent- 
ly no viſible Ground of Hope; yet they believed God, faſted, 
lay in ſackcloth, and turned from their evil way (d). 2. The 


Iikewiſe own it in their Confeſſons and Atteftations : Melb). | 
zedeck and Abraham do both ſtile Him, The Moſt High God, 


Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth (e). Fob profeſſeth, that tho? he 
were Righteous, yet if. God will contend with him, he will no 
anſwer, but make Supplication to his Fudge (). The Lord hat 
made all things for Himſelf (g). For His pleaſure they are, and 
were created (h). We ave the Clay, and thou our Potter fi). Ht 
worketh all things after the Counſel of His own Will (K). He gi 
veth not account of any of His Matter l. In His Hang is the Soul 
(r) 1 Kings 17: 6. (s) Jonah 1. 17. with chap. 2. 1c 
(t) Dan, 6. 22, and 24. (u) Gen 2 4. (x) Ger. 12. 4 
(y) Gen. 22, 2, and 10. (z) Job 1. 21. (a) Levit. 10 
2, and 3. (b) 1 Sum. 3. 18. (c) 2 Sam; 15. 26. (d) Jona 
3. 5,8. (e) Gen. 14. 19, and 22. (f) Joby. 15. (g) Pro: 


16. 4. (h) Rev. 4. 11. (i) Ja. 64. 8, (k) Eph. I. II 
0 Job 33. 3. C 


gence! 


Advi, 


Yo). He ftillk The u νẽẽ of the we 


Angels, who are great in Power: N | 
YE they do perfegly own and ſubmit” to the Soveraignty of 


T God's Soveraignty. 7 
N 2. He is the God of the Stirits L 4 4 


4 every living thing (n). 1 
0 (). . Nations before Him ave leſs than nothing and Va 


* 


eainiot oberbhrow it (g). The Counſel 
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ed Men; how the 
the Sogeraigaty, God; as a 


Fourthly, Another Evidence, or Witneſs, we have from the 
Notwithſtanding which, 


God. Where Subjects ate numerous, wife and maguanimous ; 
and withal, perfectly ſubmiſs to the Will of their Lord, it 
argues their Lord is an abſolute Soveraign : And ſuch Sub- 
jects are the Angels. (T.) The Ele or Good Angeis: Theſe 
thew it by their ready Submiſſion to any Service their 
Lord is plzaſed to appot are His Jntell;- 


| int them. They 
gencers in this lower World (a): Not that He needs their 
Advices, but to ſhew a little of the Majeſty of His King- 
dom. They are alſo His Meſſengers ;3\ He ſends them on His 


\Errands, to negotiate His affairs among Men, and to reveal 


(m) Fob 12. 10, (n) Numb. 16. 22. (o) La. 40, 17. 
(p) Pſalm 65. 7. (p) Mts 5. 39. (t) Prov. 19. 21. Hulu 
33. 11. (s) Prov. 18. 33. (t) Halm 22. 28. (u) Da. 
4. 22. ch. 5. 19. ch. 3. 15. ch. 4. 34, 33, 37 Ia. 14. 


1;, 14. (a) Zach. 6. 5, 6, 7. Job 2. 1. 
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3 A Practical Diſcourſe ' _ 
His Purpoſes both concerning His Church, and the World where: 
(b). They are His Chartots (c). His Reapers (d). The Exe- | bave « 
cutioners of His Judgments (e). And Chriſt's Attendants able 
at His coming (). N. 5 In 

(2.) The 1 N Angels or wicked Spirits; Tho' the Te- Nvail ( 
ſtimony we have from theſe, is not trom Love or good fing 9! 
Will, yet it is as great an Evidence of God's Soveraignty, as as At 
any other; in that, being Enemies to God, proud and im- | 
. perious, they are yet 0versawed and compell'd to ſubmit, 
And hence it was that the Devil dared not to anſwer again, 
when that fatal Sentence was pronounced upon him for ſe- 
ducing our Firſt Parents (g). We have him alſo preſenting 
himſelf before the Lord, to give Account of his Actions; 7 
and touch Job, or any Thing he had, he durſt not, without Sp 
Leave from God, nor vary a Jot from the Rule preſcrib fever 
him (5). In the Evangeliſts are many Inſtances of Chriſt's} not | 
conimanding them forth with Authority; yea, a whole Legi- Sove: 
on at once (i). Nor could they ſo much as enter into the] Man 
Swine, without his Leave (k). And, which is more, they] the ! 
were ſubject to the Apaſt les, who had but a delegated or ſe- 
cond- hand Power committed to them ((). 

Fifthly, We have the Lord Himſelf aſſexting his Soveraig 
Prerogative. In how lofty a Stile, and with what Imperial 


Authority, doth He utter himſelf to Pharaoh / And in very} (5). 
deed for this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for to ſhew my Power on duly 
thee (m). The Apoſtle quotes the Place to prove, that God to W 
may raiſe up Men, and appoint them towhat Uſe and Servicq turn 
He will (.). Who hath made the ſeeing, or the blind? Have na Late 
# the Lord (o). I kill, and I make alive (p). I will ſbem Mero in 2 
on whom I will ſbew Mercy (2). I am the fuſt, and J am the laſt} ofte 
and beſides me there is no God: And who, as I, ſhall call, aut ſing 
ſhall declare it, and ſet it in oder before me? Since 1 appointed tu Jace 
ancient People, and the things that are coming, and ſhall come (1 Mei 
My Counſel ſpall ftand, I will do all my 2 s). My Von whc 
ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe; it ſha 22 in the thus _ 
— — — — * — — = — — — O 

(b) Dan. 2. 19. and 8. 13, 16. ch. 9. 21. ch. 11. Ezek. [ — 
4. (c) Halm 68. 17. (d) Matth. 13. 39, and 49. (e) 2 85 ( 


24. 16. 2 Aung 19. 35. (f) Matth. 25. 31. (g) Gen.; 0 


15. (h) Jeb 2,1, and 6. (i) Luke 8. 30, 33. (k) M (Þ) 
5. 12. (1) Luke 10. 17, (m) Exod. 9. 16. (n) Rom. 9. 17 3: 
(0) Exod. 4. 6, 11. (p) Deut, 32. 39, (d) Exod. 33. 1} (.) 


&) Va. 44. 6, 7. () Chap, 46. Io, 
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wheveto I ſend it (t): And if the Prophet he fe ceiced, I ihe 102 
bave decerved that Prophet, and Iwill Acſtr Lim (u). A xematks 
able Story is that of the lying Spixit, and the effedual Com- 
miſſion be had from God, to petſwade, and alſo to pre- 
vail (x). How ſhiould we tremble before God at the hear“ 
ing of ſuch a Word! Eut yet, I do not reckon the laſt two 
as Atts of pure Soveraignty, but rather of His Juſtice; as 
puniſhing one Sin, by leaving to another; according to that 
in Rom. 1. 21, 28. Becauſe that when they Riem God, they 
glorified Him not as God; Nor liked to retain Him in their know- 
ledge, God gave them over to a Reprobate Mind. And yet 
there is here an impreſſion of Hveraignty; in that be deals not 
ſo with all, who are alike obnoxious to it. . 
Sixthly, Another Enſign of Soveraignty is form'd of thoſe 
ſeveral Ads and Inſtitutes, which cannot be derived (at leaft 
not ſa immediately) from any other Attribute, as that or 
Soveraignty. 1 ſhall ſtance a few, biz. The putting gf 
Man's Everlaſting Condition upon his Eating or Non- eating 


the Fruit of ſuch a Tree 0). In not deſlzoying Adam pro- 


ſently upon his Diſobedience 3 And in the free Promiſe of 2 
Saviour, Wen unto for it (2). In protecting Cain, when 
he had forfeited his Life to Juſtice (a). In preſerving Ham 
from the Deluge, tho' as wicked as thoſe that periſhed 

5). In ordering the Bleſſing to Jacob, who ſought it un- 

uly; and denying it to Eſau, who ſought it diligently, and 
to whom 1t belong'd of Natural 1 i (e). In the ſudden 
turning of Eſau's Heart to love Jacob, whom he had inv ete- 
zately hated, and came with full Purpoſe to deſtroy bim; yu 
in a Moment, his Hxart is melted, he weeps on his Nek, and 
offers himſelf and Souldiers to be his Convoy (4). In cau- 


ſing a Fear to fall on the Amorites, that they did not purſue 


Jacob, when highly provoked by bis Son's Cruelty on the 
Men of Sechem (c). In ſendiug a Meflage of Peace to Sihon, 
whom he had determined to deſtroy; and to that End had 
hardned his Spirit, and made him obitinate (F). In cauſing 
thoſe Nations to deſtroy one/anothet, who came leagued th 


9 , 4 4 am MA. fl 


© At et... th. . 


— 


. — — 
(t) In. 55. 11. (u) Ezek, 14. 9. (x) 1 Ames 22. 
O) Gen. 2. 17. (z) Gen. 3. 15. (a) Gen. 4. 13. 
(b) Gen. 7. 13. (c) Gen. 27. 19, 34, 38. (d) Gen. 27. 
41, with ch. 32. 6. and chap. 33. 4, 12. (e) Grn, 35. J. 
(F) Deut. 2. 26, 2 
e a deitroy 


10 A Practical Diſcourſe 
deſtroy His People (g). In deſtroying Eſau's Mount 41r2para- 
bly, — for _ when as Iſrael, whats and alſo was all or 
Sin, ſhall not be forſaken (b) : Especially, conſidering, that 
theſe were the ſeveral Effects of His loving the one, and ha- 
| fing the other, and that before they had done either good or 
evi 125 In ſending Ezekiel to a rebellious Houſe that would WF 
not bear; and not ſending him to them that would (K. In 
b:ding the Myſteries of his Kingdom, from the wiſe and pru- WF 
dent, and revealing them to Babes (1) 5 And ſpeaking in Para- 
rables to the Multitude, leſt they ſhou Id he converted (. 
It is further manifeſt, by the Lord's, puniſhiug (ſome- 
times) leſſer Treſpaſſes, and that ſeverely,andin his owns While 
winking at thoſe of a greater magnitude in other Men. Moſes 
is excluded Canaan tor a haſty Word, tho' ſmartly provo- 
ked (u); When Jonah is but mildly reproved fo pallonatel 
expoſtulating (.  Uzziah dies for but. touching the Ark ( 2. 
when the Miliſtines bore it away in triumph (4). Hezekzab but 
ſhews the Ambaſſadors from Babylon,his Houſe and Treaſures; 
And tar this, his Sons and all muſt go into Captivity (7). 
Nat that any Sin is little in it ſelf, or puniſhed beyond its 
Demerit; but the Lord is pleaſed thus to do, part ly to ſhew 
His Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, and that He will not bear with 
it even in thoſe chat ate deareſt to Him: But partly alſo 
(if not chiefly, in ſuch like Caſes) to ſet forth His Sove- 
rau Greatneſs, and the uncontroulableneſs of His Matters (5). 
The 73d Pſalm is full to the Came Purpoſe. That alſo of 
Job, and the Manner of God's Dealings with him, is much 
to be remark'd : He had lived a 4 ſtrict and boly Lite; 
(Not a Man like Job, in all the Earth; the Lord Himſelf ſeems 
ta Glory in him) unto which all outward Bleſſings were pro- 
miſed, and Freedom from ſuch Sufferings ; and when bereft 
of all, held faſt his integrity (t); yet, the Lord goes on to af- 
tlic bim, and leaves him wholly (Caving his Lite) in Satan's 
Power. Had he been a wicked Man, (as his Friends obje&- 
ed) thoſe Sufferings had evidenced the Juſtice of God; but 
(8) 2 Chron. 20. t, 22, 22, (h) Obad. ver. 9. 16, 18, 21. 
Mal. 1. 4. (i) Mal. 1. 2, 3. Kom. 9. 11, T3. ( Ezek, 
3+ 6, 7. and Matth, 11. 27. (1) Matth. 11. 25. (m) Mark 
4+ 11, 12. 44. 16. 6, 7. (n) Deut. 32. 51, 52. (9) nab 
4. (p) 1 Chron. 13. 9, to. (q) 1 Sm 5. 1. (r) 2 Aings 
20. 13, 17. (s) J 33. 13. (t) Job t. 8. and Chap. 
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aw His Soveraiguty; which alſo ſeems to be intended by 
hat Speech of God to Satan, Thou moveſt me againſt him, 10 

eftroy him without n cauſe. | St, | 
Seventhly, There are — other Footſteps of Sover aignty ; 
y which that high and holy Atribute is faxther i lluitrated 
In us; As (namely) the Lord's over-ruling the Deſſęus aud Adi i- 
Auen of Men, tn briig Hun Conn ſelr to paſs; albeit improper 
pru- n their own Nature; yea diſſervient thereto; and fometimes 
ar by —4 . — on oſe to prevent tbem. The Pro- 
iliing Babel's Tower to keep that rebellious 


et of 


mo Rout together; it turn'd to their utter Diſperſion | (1). 
110 5 Jacob's Diſſimulation, and palpable Abuſe of his Father's In- 
3 firmity; it proved a Means to obtain his Rleſſing; and that 


'tely Nontrary to his ſettled Intendment (x). Laban dealt hardly 
ey with Jacob to keep him low, and to ſerve bimſelf of him; 
but God takes Occaſion thence to give him "Laban Subſtance, 
© Wand that by Laban's Conſent and Agreement {y). To obvis 
BS) Mate Joſeph's Dreams, his Brethren (at him into Egypt: And 
6) by this Means the Lord keeps them all alive, andaccompli- 
ſhew ſheth that Honour to Foſeph, which they ferly intended to pre- 
rent (Z), Pharaoh la uperable Burdens on the People to 

Al nr them; and w . me fle ih them 8 ity 10 he 
more they "were d, ths faſter they grew (a). Moſes, 

15 a Keeper of — 4 a Man flow of Speech, and one that had 
$( no ind to the Work (5); yet be ſhall be God's Ambaſſador 
to Waraobh, (the proudeſt and moſt inflexible Monarch 
Lite: upon Earth) and bri Jrael out of Bondage. And who 
Ae ſhall be his Commander in Chief, to deliver his People 


ſeems from their potent Oppreſſors, but Deborah, a Woman ( 
V At another Time, Gideon, whoſe Family was poor in Manalich, 


8 and be the leaſt in bis Father's Houſe (d). And though he had 
tans | numerous and powerful Enemy to deal with, and (one would 
ans think) had need of all the Hands he could make to fight 
ut them; yet his Army of Two and Thirty Thouſand, muſt be 
> but reduced to Three Hundred Men; and they to have no other 
Arms, but Trumpets and Lamps in their Pitchers: and by the 
Exck. He delivers them from that huge Hoſt (e). And much like 


(u)-Gen. 11, 4, and 8. (x) Gen, 27. 18, to 29. 
Lines (y) Gen. 29. (z) Gen. 35. 9, 20, 28. ch. 47. 40. >. 42. 
4 6. ch. 50. 18, 20. (a) Exod. 1. 12. (b) Exod. 4, Io, 
13. (c) Judges 4. 9. (d) Judges C. 15. (e) Judges 7. 


35 C, 7. 
2118 . unto 


T2 A Practical Diſcourſe 
unto this, was Samgars killing Six Hundred Men with an 
Ox-g0rd (f). And Samſon a Thouſand, with the Jaw-bone of 
an As (g). It _ tarther be traced, in His producing 
corrary Effects by the ſame Cauſe; and then again, the ſame 
Effects by Cauſes contrary ( 59. So Daniel and his Fellows, the * 
had 2 fairer Countenance with Pulſe and Water, than thoſe Fig 
who eat of the King's own ProviſioS(s). It is further evi- forth 
denced by His ca the Wrath of. Man to turn to His Men, 
Praiſe; which in the Nature and Tendency of it, is to think 
them that praiſe Him (*). By His catching the Wiſe in theit Inter 
own Craftineſs ; and cauſing them to fall by their own De- Make 
vices (1); witneſs. Ahab (m), and Havian (n). ThePerſecution Creat 
of the Saints at Jeruſalem, was deſigned. to ſuppreſs the Do- on h. 
ctrine of Chriſt; which yet was thereby diſperſed into many the be 
Countries, and cauſed to grow mightiiy (o! So the Prea- reduc 
cher's Impriſoument proved to the Furtherance of the Goſpel(p).ſ PP» 
And fince the Se riptutes were finiſhed, Humane Stories, and our Natu 
own Obſervation, do abundantly prove the Matter in Hand: ten 
Do but conſider, how it prevailed, to the dethroning of Sa- woul 
tan, and turning the World upſide down, and this by Means 25.4Q 
the weakeſt and moſt unlike) y(to Reaſon)that could be pitch- i *> 
ed upon: Not the Sword and Spear, the Bow and Battle-axe; wall: 
the Barded Horſe, and the Martial Heroes of the Earth;but by 
the bare Word of Gord; And this, not by the Hand of the them 
Learned Scribes, and Phariſees, Lawyers, Doctors, Poets, Philo- Nou! 
ſopbers; but by poor illiterate Fiſhermen, Carpenters, Publicags, To ſe 
Tent-makers: And who ſhall be the Subjects and Party Mili- 759% 
tant of this never-tc-be-cunquered Kingdom? not the Viſe One 
and Prugent, Mighty and Noble 5 but Babes, the Poor, Vat, I Pliab 
Baſe, Diſpiſed, and Things that are not; And by theſe Hef ee 
confuunds the Things that are (3). And by what Arms?! Px 
zience, and Faith in the Blood of the Lamb (7). 

Confider alſo, the conſtant P:rſecution 4 the Church, and bean 
that by Men of all ſorts, eſpecially, thoſe of greateſt Power the! 
and Policy 3 the barbarous Devaſtations that have been made up- Un 
on it; aud with what implacable Enmity the World is edged Up 
againit it; and that yet it ſtand: invincible, and is ſtill get- 


(t) Fudzes 3. 31, (8) ch. 15. 15. (h) Exod. 4. 6, 7. bear 
(i) Dan. 1. 15. ( Hal. 76. 10. () 7 5. 12, 1;. 
Hal. 5. 10. (m) 1 Kings 22. 20, 22. (n) Hei. 7. 10. in tl 
(o) 4. 8. r, 4. (p) Phil, 1. 12, 14. (J 1. Cor. 1. 27. — 
(r) Rev. 12. 11. ch. 14. It, 755 8 
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ye cannot but acknowledge the evident Foot- 


trig Cround; 
ſteps of So-craign Power ; That the Moſt High beareth Rule over 
all(s). And as for the Counſels of the Wiſe, He turnath then 
backward (t). .* 
Eighthly, An eſpecial Ray of this Glorious Power, ſhines 
forth in God's adual predoninat ing and ſubduing the Spirits ot 


Men, in Calling and Converting whom He will. One would 
think that a Kational Being ſhould better diſcern his own 
Intereſt; and out of Choice, comply with the Will of his 
Mak er, as who muſt needs beſt know what is beſt for His 
Crea ture; and who in Reaſon can have no other Deſn up- 
on him, but his own good. But, we find it otherwife; 
the beſt Things degenerated turn the worſt, and are hardlfeſt 
reduc d. Of all Creatures, Man fallen, doth mot avert, 
impugn and reſiſt, when God would turn him out of, Inis 
Natural Courſe; notwithitanding, the Oreft Of Evils do 
attend his preſent State; and all deſirable Happinets 
would apparently follow his Change: Yet, ſo wedded he 
is to his Tuſts, and Head- ſtrong in his on Will, that none 
of theſe Things move him: Put On is :0cs, and On he 
will ; yea though an incenſed Angel, with a drawn Sword 
ſhould withſtand him. Jo cruſly them to wotbirg, or break 
them in pieces, were caſily effected; à litil: of DUnive Power 
would do that: But, to Dnble à proud and lofty Spirit; 
To ſoften and melt an obdurate Heart; To tame, ecken, and 
reconcile, a Sanguinary Rebel; To change the very Invards of 
One habituated in Siu and Ennmity againſt God, and make lum 
pliable to Divine Impreſſions; This highly proclaims the 
exceeding Greatneſs, of His Power; *tis a glorious Trophee 
of Divine Soveraignty. Which alſo is farther confyicious, 
and greatly illuſtrated, in Jlaintaiying the Work begun, and 
bearing it on through all Oproſitions: For, there. needs 
the ſame Almightineſs of Power to preſerve the new Crea- 
tion, as at firſt to raiſe it; The Way of God being attogether 
upwards and ſupernatural, there's 2 great Proreneſs in Crga- 
tures to Revolt fram it; (like a Rolling ſtone on the fterp 
vf a Hill) The Remains of old Nature, would Torrent-life 
bear down all, if Soveraign Power did not Par up the One, 
and ſuſtain the other. For a Spark oft Dine Name to ite 
in the Breaſt of a lapſed Creature, is as great a Miracle, and 


—_— 


— — —— — ᷑—.—— — — = —— 
10 . 


— 


cw 


A 


(s) Dan. 4. 25, 28. (t) Ja. 44. 25. 


as high an Effet of Soveraizn Power, as all the Tntance 1 15 


Men's Everlaſting Condition. To ſbem, or not to ſhew Mercy 


or the Truſt and Reverence we owe to Him: But, for the 


418 coul an Offering for Siu. That the Lord of Glory ſhould be 
Divine Soveralgaty ung never ſhall be para lleld ; and ſhou | 4 


- 
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before enumerated, and more. 


* Nintbly, The Soueyignty of God proclaims ig felf with afifider 


t more aſtoniſhing Glory, in His Eternal Diſpoſure Far: 


to Perfons equally . Ir rather indignified) in them. A 
ſelves :. Jo make of the ſame Lump, one Veſſ⸗l to Honour tant 
and another to Diſhonour, is the fublimeft At, 'and- mo Pi 

apparent Demonſtration of Soveraign Power concerning Men, inf 


The Reaſon of which, (and that to Satisfaction) might hay: 
been given, and would, had it befitted the Greatneſs of God 


preſent, He 1s pleaſed to vive none other, but that of Hi 
fight ; He may do what He will with His own, Rom. 9. 18, 
_ Laſtly, Molt tranſcendently 3 and tor ever ade 
rable, is the Scveraignty of God, in his ardaining the Mar 
TFESUS, who was Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparates po 
Sinners, and was alſo united to the Second Perſon 3 to mal 


made Sin, and à Curſe. that was fuch a Tremendous-A# o 


therefore for ever ſeal up our Lips 'from replying again 
God, about His Jiſpoſing of ful Worms | which Thing 
when ever we hear or think upon, we'ſhould put our Mouth 
in the Duſt. OTIS.” 29 N 
Before I come to the Inferences; I would add a Cauti 
cr two, to prevent thoſe ſiniſter Deductions which our deceitY no C 
tul Hearts may be- ready to draw from this Soveraign Trutiſ elſt 
Caution 1. See that you make not God the Author of Sin 
by charging His Sacfed Degree with Men's Miſcarriages 
as if That were the Cauſe or Occaſion of them; which we an 


ſure it is not, nor can be; any more than the Sun can be ti] A 
Cauſe of Darkneſs. Be it always remembred, That the Lordi &rin 
Rejecting of Men puts nothing of Evil into them, nor ne lo. 
ceſlitates the Will; It only leaves them to their -wnWays give 
which they freely chuſe: Yet Banking them in, and ſtoppin Pra#: 
them up, as He did the Fountains of the Great Deep; leiſl it la. 
they Deluge the World with Sin. I doth 


Cntr . Go not about to palliate, nor think to extenna 1. 
Your Sin, by Arguments fetch'd from God's Decree. That SJ viden 
ot the Jews in Crucitving the Lord of Glory, was in no wil _ 
Ieliencd, becauſe the Counſel of God had determined the thing! 


be du,. For, they zeryetrated it with wicked Hands, Nor ii (x) 


Men! 


pd 
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thing ! 
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Men's Unbelief eber the leſs culpable, from God's Eternal Dif- 
oſeme nt of their Conditions; For, it is not upon that Con- 
ſideration, that they ſtumble at the Word or turn the deaf 
Far to it, or reſiſt it; but from their on Natural Blind 


nels and _— y againſt it. nn 

And ſo I come 5 the Inferences of "this greatly impor» 
tant Docttine: Ang * "7% t e 

Firſt, From the Scriptures ſo copionfly holding it forth, I 
infer,” That the Doctrine of God's Boveraignty is a very 
renthing Doctrine, and full of Inſtruction; and conſequently, 
that it is both a Duty, and much for our Profit, to be well 
acquainted with it. And great Confidence I have, That the 
farther ye go, in an'bunible fiducial Difquifition and Contem- 
lation of it, the CJearer will be the Reuſon theteof ; and the 
more Uſefulneſs WH ſtill appear to be in it. Let Reaſon but 
keep its own Places Kt at 15, let it g by the Rules of Right 
Reaſon) and nothing will be more cononant thereto, than 


1 
. % 


that the Moſt High ſbon dd hear Rule over all, and Do according 


10 His I ill ; an chat Men, ho ate Atoms of Clay animu- 
ted by his Breath, mou νn Him fer their Soverngh Long, 
F Wmitto Him 3 Vea thongh ſo it were, 
that our on Perſonal Welt ate were not concern'd in it, it 
will be of fg fe and Moment to us, in the whole of 
our Lives: Nothing Ike this; wil allapthoſe carnal Rea - 
ſonings, which are 10 unreaſonabiy prone to ut in their 
Verdict of Spiritual Things 3 (which yet, Carnal Reafon hath 
no Cogmiſance of ) and will indeed de Menifed by nothing 
elfe: The Apoſtle, therefore, thinks them not worthy a 
further Reply, _ Ccaptio Enquities the Soveraignty bt 
God will not fatisfte (). Of thar the Glory of this High 
Attribute might Hide Pride from-Men4 1 ws 
A Second Inference; which naturally flows from this Do- 
&tine, is that of the Pſalmiſt; Ob, come, let 1 Worſhip, and 
bow down, and kneel before the Ford our Maker (b): Let us 
give Him the Glory ot this great Attribute, by a Real and 


p Practical Owning that ind “,’ Bond ot Obedience, which 


it lays upon every Creature : We are highly obliged by it, 

both in Poiut of Subjz ion, and in Point ot Mit. 
1. In Point of Suljecim; To his Lane, Ordinances, No- 

vidences. 5 | 
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(x) Rom. 9. 19, 20. 21. (b) Ffal. 27. 5. 
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16 A Praftical Diſcourſe 

r. For the Laws of God, and His Appointments, The, 
we are to attend, obſerve, obey ; I cannot ſay, For the Lon 
hath need of them; for, neither can our get conf profit 
Him; nor our Wickedneſs impair Him (c). He n the Lord thy 
God, and worſhip thou Him (d). This is that ſtrong Reaſan . 
by which he hath backed both Commands and Prohibitigns ; NVA 
am the Lord thy God (e). Thou ſhalt do thus: And thus een 
thou ſhalt not do; I am the Lerd: This He ſets in the Front Wef the 
of All; and with this he cloſeth the Rear, and Guards them Tho' 
On ev Side. Moſes brings it in as a convincing Rex with 
fon, why we ſhould; love God with our whole Heart, Was Th 
and keep his Commandments, (namely) becauſe He is Il fee 1 
the Lord, and He only, Deut. 6, 4. No One, there- look 
tore, may pretend to 2 Right of giving Laws to Mer, out f 
Or to an Intereſt in their Love and dence; fave with Dang 
Reſpett to God, and the Authority they have from Him. Th 
And though He ſometimes is pleaſed, (and it is a great £ly, © 
Condeſcenſion in the Great. God) by Arguments taken Ih. 


from our own Good, to draw us to Obetſience; Do it, for i: and) 


# your Life (f); yet in qu Spirits, Lhat of His Sogeraign Gon frowa 
Mould have the Preference. To caſt out Iſhmael, was a Thing falls i 
grievous to Alrabam; but being Commanded of God, he | vicke, 
de hates it not; nr dels to do 3t,.. Fherefoxe, hold on eus ( 


1 


your Way, though never ſo great Obſcurity be upon it wiſel 


at preſent: Mind you Duty in the midit o r that i 


ments: Do as Peter, ue, though be had labour'd all Night I Wor: 


- 


2. Be ſubject to His, Ordinances. If He pleaſe to Command raignt 
the uſing ſuch Means as have no 


and caught nothing; yet ſays, Maſter, 4. thy Command 1 wil ſatist 
let down the Net ng aan, Luke 5. 5. | 


atural Virtue. to. ff 35 yo 
wards ſuch an Effect, as in Moſrs's ſtretching his Hand over ye ca 
the Sca; and ſmiting the Rock with his Ro1 ; ſo Water || the G 
in Paptiſm} Bread and, Wine in the Lord's Supper: Pre- be op, 
ſume not to ſay, What i there in: theſe ? Godlineſs is = | ſtays 
Mvitery, which, only Faith can underſtand : There is no Di- chiet 
vine Iiiſtitution but hath Meat in it that you know not of, I be, I 
which it rightly uted, will ſpeak for it felt. It He pleaſe to cious 
make Clay ot Duſt and Snittle, contemn it not, but ſubmit I go. 

to His Will and Way, and be thanktul for thy Cure. Sm- | Thi 
ſon's Haix was an Ordinance to him; which when he ſlighted, to yo 
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(e) Fob 22. 2, N ch. 34. 7. (d) Hal. 45. 12. (e) Exod. 
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he Spirit of God left hini, and he became as other Men, 
nd recovered not until it was grown again, Judge 13. 5. 
nth ch. 16. 19, 22. 
(3+) As touching the Providences of God; obſerve them, and 
ubmit to them. Look not on them as Empty Things : The 
eaſt may yield you Inſtruction, as alſo the moſt unlikely : Our 
the Eater ' comes forth Meat, and out of the ſtrong Sweetneſs - 


Tho' the Thing be a &iddle to an Heart uncircumciſed ; plow 


with Has Heifes, and ye ſhall find it. Neither look on them 
as Things Iupertinent;, but ſay rathet, Ii there not a Cauſe, tho“ 
I fee it not? The Lord does nothing in vain. Neither yet 
look on them as Things Contingent : A Sparrow falls not with- 
out His Wall, and the hairs / your head are all numtred (g): 
David was dumb, and opened not his Mouth; why * Becarſe, 
Thou Lord didſt it (h); and Shimei's Curſing he bears parient- 
ly, on the fame Ac count, The Lord bath hidden him Gi). 
There may be ſuch 2 Mixture and Contuſion of things, 
and your Expectation ſo delayed and fruftrated, that your 
froward untamed Heart p32 be ready to wrangle it out, Wy 
falls it alike to all? why tle Juſt, according to the work of the 
wicked ; and to the wicked according to the work of the ruhte 
ous (k)? Orly one Event to them both Ibis is not toenquire 
wiſely ; you ſhould rather conclude, The Lord hath need of them; 
that is, he bath Occaſion to uſe ſuch a Providence, to tultil a 
Word, or Purpoſe; and that of greater Importance than to 
ſatisfie your private Concern, ox preſent Expectation. It ye 
would Caſt fo as to lie by your Mark, this Attribute of Sve- 
raignty gives you the beſt Ground, Scarch and obſerve as much 
as you will, 10 You take Faith along with you, without which 
ye can do nothing warrantably. Faith is a {worn Officer to 
the Great King, and has a Key for every Lock that is fit to 
be opened: It forces nothing; but where it cann9t enter, it 
lays without, and waits a better Seaſon. Let Faith alſo be 
chief Speaker in all your Debates; and then the Refult drill 
be, That Carnal Reaton aud Preſent Senſe, (they very tena- 
cious and itubbarn) ſhall yield the Caute, and let you 


0. | 
The Sum of all is this, That though you be not conſcious 
to your {clt of any particular Caule or Miſcatriage, belides 


* „* — — — ——— — 
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(z) M.4th. 10. 29, 3c. (h) Hal. 39. 9. (1) 2 Som. IE, 10, 
tl, (&) Eccleſ. 8. 14. . 
C , what 


13 A Practical Diſcourſe 
What is Common to Men, (which was the Caſe with Job) L 
your hand upon your mouth, as Job did (I). The 4 High doth 
according to Hi Vill: This, even the proudeſt of Kings ac- 
knowledged (), when his Underſtanding returned to hin; and 
ſo will you: And know, That it your Spirit be out of Frame 
in your preſent Condition, it would not, at preſent, be bet- 
ler in any other. N He 
2. Our Faith alſo is highly concerned in the Sore- 
valguty of God: For, it both obligeth to Believe in Him, 
aud allo affords Matter for Faith to work upon. To theſe 
Ends,the Lord holds it forth to Abraham I am the Almighty 
God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect (n). Thu was it 
enabled him to believe he ſhould have à Son; even while the 
Deadneſs of his own Body, and of Sarah's Womb, wrought 
trongly againſt it (o). This alſo was that made him fo 
7ea7ily aſſent to the offering up of this Son, when he had him, 
He had as much to (ay againit it, as could well be ſuppoſed; 
Tor, the Promiſe was, That in Laue all Families of the Earth 
foould be bleſſed: Which Promiſe, and this Command, Abraham's 
Reaſon could not Reconcile. Ihe Contradiction would ſurely 
have run him down, had not his Faith in this Great Attribute, 
held faſt and guided the Reins; ſuggeſting to him, That 
He who gave Iſaac à Being from a withered: Stack, was 
able alſo to raiſe him from the Dead (p). Abraham there- 
fore diſputes it not; Stands not ſo much as to conſider 
upon't : But up he gets him Early to do it (2): And hence 
he obtained that Honourable Title, to be called, The Friend 
of God (r). 
Ye have ſeen Now, what Abraham did; Go ye and d 
likewiſe: Take hold of God's Soveraignty as your own, en- 
gaged by a Covenant of Grace, and ſo to be exerted for your 
63554. Faith gives a Propr iety in any Attribute it looks upon 
and draws out the Virtues thereof; for it ſelt, And theretore, 
whatever Difficulties are in your Way, be not diſneartnei 
by them; but call in this Soveraign Power by Faith, to your 
Help. Remember the ready Subjection which all Creatures 
do pay to his Word; by which alone (without Creature: 
Service) He can level the Mountains, and make crooked thing 
ſtreight 3 Reſtrain, Alter, Invert, and turn uphde down, 
the very Courſe of Nature: So that That which 1s Death in 


0 Job 40, 4, () Dan. 4. 34:35, (v) Gen. 17. 1. (o) Rov 
4,19, (r) Heb, 11. 19, (42 Cen. 22. 3. c Jam. 24 23. 
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ſelf, ſhall be Life to you. New Cords and Wyths, when 
tuuched by his Word, are as Flax and Tow, when touched 
by the Fire ; Iron ſhall be as Straw, and Braſs as rutten 
Wood: Therefore, lenythen the Cords, and ffrengthen the 
Stakes of your Faith; you cannot believe for greater Things, 
or better, than God can do tur you. Even Sin 1t ſelt, which 
is the great (and really the only) Evil; It is His Enemy as 
much as yours : And you may be ſure, He would not have 
ſuttered its being in the World, if He had not a Power to Cor- 
rect and Curb it; y:a,anl to deſtroy it tcogat His Fleaſure : 
lake hold of His Soveraign Strength,and your Work is done. 

But here alſo a Caution or Two may be ſeaſonably ad- 
ded, for ſuch Reaſons as are mixed with them. 

1. It Death in the Pot hath once been healed, and your 
borrowed Ax-head (ſunk once, paſt Hope of Recovery )- 
brought again to your Hand (s) ; fee that Remili e's tu 
not upon it, leſt at another Turn the Handle drop atter the 
Head. Gather not wild Gourds a Second Time (7), leit your 
Prophet be abſent,or Meal denied you, Preſume not to dal- 
ly with Temptations, (as Samſun did) and then think to go 
out and ſhake your ſelt, as at other Times (1). The Divine 
Power is ton great a Thing to be trifled with; or made to 
lerve with the Follies of Men. | 

2, Never look on this Great Attribute of Soveraignty, 
without your Mediator. As without Him it cannot but be 
Matter of Terror and Amazement to Sinners: It is He only 
can render it Propitions to you. As nothing is pleaſing to 
God, but in and through Chriſt ; fo nothing in God is com- 
tortable to Men, or tor their Eternal Good, but as it comes 
ta them throuzh Him: As Waters out of the Sea immedi- 
ately, are not putable, unleſs they be firſt decocted by the 
Sun, or pals through ſome Vein ot Earth, to make them 
congruous to our Nature. 

I jhall here mention Two Particulars of neareſt Concern- 
ment to us; wherein we are, in a ſpecial Manner, to have 
Reſpect unto the Soveraignty of God. 2 

1. As touching your own Condition, ( yorr os 
Condition) ſubinit to Aſerq, to Soveraign Alercy 3 that is, viel. 
your ſelt to God without Capitulating, ot making Terms 


with Him. Thoſe Syrians well underttood the Meaning of 
(s) 2 Kings 6. 6. (t) 2 Angs 5. 39, Sc. (u) Judges 
IC, 20. . : ; : | | 
aus eee 1 {ts} 
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20 A Praftical Diſcourſe 
this; they put Ropes on their Heads, and themſelves in the 
Con{ueror's Hands, upon an uncertain Conjetture, | perad- 
wenture they will ſave us alive] (x). So do ye, although ye 
have but a | may be ] we all be hid (y). Mind your Duty, and 


leave the Iſſue to God: Believe above Hope, and againſt Hope; 


Follow God in the dark, as your Father Abrabam did, not 
knowing whether he would lead him: Thus to do is to gire 
Glory to God. Therefore, Fear the Lord, and obey the Voice 

His Sercant, even then, when ye are in Darkneſs, and have w 
light (2), (namely, of his ſpecial Favour and Love to you in pas 
ticular.) And tho' never ſo great Diſcouragements are before 
you, from the Guilt of Sins committed, the Power of In- 
dwelling Corruption, and your preſent Averſneſs to Believ- 
ing; and hear withal, That Faith 1s the Great Commandment ; 
let your heart anſwer, Is it my Duty, [my D U T Y] to be- 
lieve? Nay,then I muſt, Remember His Greatneſs ; His abſo- 
Jute Dominion; theUncontruulableneſs of His Matters; that 
He hatheconcluded all in unbelief, that He might have mercy upon 
all (a): (that is, That the Salvation of thoſe who ſhall be 
ſaved, might appear to be of Mercy, and to be fo acknow- 
jedged:) To Him therefore commit your Cauſe,and commit 
it to Him as yonr Soveraign Lord, and ſo leave it with Him; 
and ſee that you take 1t not out of His Hand again, by your 


doubting the Iſſue of it: And know, that then is your Soul 


neareſt to Peace and Settlement, when brought to this Sub- 
nuſſion: Be in ſuljection unto the Father of Spirits, and live (bj. 


But let not the Word be miſconſtrued: I do not mean by 
Fare. e That you ſhould be ſatisfied under a Denial of 
{ercy,on the Account of God's Abſolute Dominion : I cannot 
think That a neceſſary Term or Qualification in your treat- 
ing with God for Salvation: For, 1. I do not find, that God 
requires ſuch a Submiſſion, as the Condition of obtaining 
Mercy; Nor that He hath made any Promiſe to pive ſuch a 
Submiſlion, in order to that End; Nor any Inſtance in 
Scripture,of the Saints having or endeavouring ſuch a Frame 
of Spirit in that Buſineſs; Nor yet, that Men are any where 
tax'd for not attaining to it. They are blamed indeed, and 
that worthily, for not ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of 
God; (that is, for not renouncing their own, and flying 
to that of Chriſt:) And this Blame-worthinets you cannot 


(X) 1 King. 20.3 1. 200 b. 2. 3. (z) Ja. 50. 10. (a) Rom. 11. 
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eſently run to Chriſt, without firſt finding in your ſelf ſome- 
thing that may ſeem to commend you to Him. 2. Such a 
Submiſſion ſeems repugnant to God's revealed Will. For, it 
this be the Will of N .even our Sanct᷑ ic at ion,H that we ſhould 
delieve on His Son, and love him with our whole Heatt: 
Then it cannot be His Will, that we ſhould be willing to re- 
main in an unſanctiſied State, in Unbelief and Enmity againſt 


f Him; which are the inſeparable Conjuncts of Willingneſs to 


be ſeparated from God. 3. Becauſe the Promiſe of Eaſe and 
Reſt, is made to the Weary and Laden, coming to Chriſt; not to 
2 Contentednefs to be divided from Him: And the Promiſe of 
Satisfaction, is to your hungring and thi ſting after Righteouſ-- 
neſs ; Not to the Ceſſation of your Deſire without the Thing 
which only can ſatisfie. 4. Becauſe, to be ſatistied without 
obtainin — jo to be ſatisfied with an utter Incapacity to 
glorifie the Grace of God, and to enoy Communion withHim, 
which are the principal End and Duty of Men. 5. It is croſs 
to the Genius and Concreated Principle of the Reaſonable 
Creature, which is, to ſeek its own Happinels: In any thing 
ſhort of which, it ought not to acquieſce. 6. Such a Submiſlion 
cannot be requiſite in Preparatory Work; becauſe that would 

1 eſt Pitch of Grace attaiw'd (1t yet it be a Grace 
and tine] beſte u believe; and conſequently, that it 
is not a Grace out of Chriſt's Fulneſs; for ye axe ſuppoſed to 
have it before ye go to Him. And therefore, when I ſay, 


Jye muſt ſubmit without Capitulating, or making Terms ; 


my Meaning is, ye are not to treat upon Terms ot your own 
Making; nor propound any thing to God, but what Sove- 
rign Mercy propounds to you, the Way and Means of 
obtaining your Great End: And great Reaſon ye have for 
this Submiſſion; for herein lies your Intereſt; thoſe being 
(in Truth) the only Terms by which a loſt and ſinful Crea- 
ture can be rendred ſalvable, or capable of being taved; as 
vill further appear in the Sequel ot this Diſcourt:. 


I think (with humble Submiſſion) that if any Point of Tim? 
may be ſuppoſed before the Decree, it was Then that abſolute 
Dominiox bore Sway; But, ever fince Election came in, it is 
Grace that Reigns: Not that Sougrazgnty is ceaſed, but tranſ- 
fer'd: Before, it was in Power, but now in Grace; In Grace, 
is touching the Elect; and in Juſtice, reſyetting the Ke, 
Ur1ce is the Attributes God delights to honour; And all the 

C 3 other 
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22 A Practical Diſcourſe 
other are, (if I may ſo ſpeak) as Subjects of ibs : Even Chris 
himſelf was made à Servant, to perform the Pleaſure of Hi 


Grace (a). So then, That you are to ſubmit unto, is the 
good Pleaſure of God's Will, as held forth in the Covenant 


of Grace; undertaking for, and perfectly able to ſave you; and 


as having His Soveraign Power engaged to make it good: 
Which ſcems the Scope of that Paſſage inMoſes his Prayer for the 
People, when they bad highly provoked God ; Let ibe Power of 
my Lord be Great, according as Thou hatt ſpoken, ch): It was to Par. 
don, and ſtill to uwn them fox his People. And to this agree 
all thoſe Scriptures which hold forth the Power of God, az 
the Ground of Faith; as that by which he is able to pardon 


Sin, to ſubdue Iniquity; and to hold your Souls in Life:. 


You are therefore directed, if you will have Peace with God, 
to take hold of his Strength (c): Which cannot be meant of 
2 Contentedneſs in having that Strength put forth to deſtroy, 
but as being perfectly able and engaged by his Covenant to 
Fave you. As to the Time when the Lord will manifeſt His 
IL. ove to you; as alſo the Aanner and Meaſure of His diſpenſſ 
it ; the good Pleaſure of His Will is ex preſly, and with al 
Quiet neſs of yu to be ſubmitted unto; But as tothe Thing 
it ſelf, you ought not to be ſaid Nay : But do as he did who had 
Power with God, and prevail'd. He wept and made ſupplicati- 
on (d), but ſtill reſolv'd, I will not let Thee go, except thou bleſt 
me (e). 


2. As for the other neareſt Concernment, touching your 


Children, deal in like manner for them, by ſubmitting them ft 


to the ſame Mercy. It is true, That next to your own Per- 


ſonal Salvation, there cannot be a greater Evidence of God's A 


Love to you, than to chuſe your Children after you; not 
any thing more deſirable to you : Therefore Command then, 
and Inſtru# them to keep the Way of the Lord (F), That He may 
bring on them the packing you moſt defire for them: But 
be not over ſolicitous and caſt down, becauſe you ſee not 
vet, the Marks of Election upon them. The Lord doth not 
indeed bind Himſelf to take all a Believer's Children, nor 
doth He limit Himſelf trom taking auy others. There 1s 
nothing declared touching His Purpoſe to take Al! the 
One, leit they ſhould thence take Occaſion to be remiſs in 


— — 


(a) Iſa. 42. 1. and 49. 3. (b) Numb. 14. 17,18, 19. (c) Ifa.z7. 
5. (d) Hof. 12. 4. (e) Gen, 32, 26. (F) Gen. 18. 19. 
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(which, *till Converſion is very natural to us) 


their Duty. ”— 
e exclude the Children of others; For that might 


nor doth 
diſcourage and weaken their Hands to that which is good. 
In this various —.4 41 of His Everlaſting Love; He is 
pleaſed ſo to reſerve His Liberty, and Soveraign Prerogative, 
that He greatly manifeſts His Love to Believers, in ſo peguent 
chuſing of their Seed; And the Freeneſs of His Grace, in 
not rejecting wholly the Seed of others. 


Tifer, 3. How ha aud Scveraignly bleſſed are thoſe 
who have an Intereſt in this Great and Soveraign Lord! Be 
the Earth ever ſo unquiet, and the Tumult of it ever ſo bot= 
ſterous and nnruly ; the Lord is above them. He fits on 
the Waters (as a Prince in his Chariot) guiding all as He 
will: He is that Great Dictator, whoſe Word is the Law in- 
deed: If He but ſay, Come, Go, do this; there needs no 
more. Who would not be the Subject of ſuch a Prince ? 
and much more His Favourite? And yet, this high Privi- 
ledge every Soul is bleſſed with, that has in Truth taken 
hold of His Covenant: For, That takes in all between the 
Two Eternitys, and Eternity it ſelf with all: And the Spi- 
nt or Strength of the Whole, lies in 'thoſe tew (but very 
Compendious) Words, {I wil be your God.] When the Lord 
would comfort his People 2 Purpoſe, and put on their Eagles 
Wings, what a — arrative doth he make of his Power 
and Soveraign reatneſs! In Iſa. 30. from v. 12.t0v. 26. And 
then tells them, That all this is theirs, v. 27. And if God be 
yours, dll things are yours : Who, and where is he, that cau 
ſupplaut you of His Bleſſing? Io may rejoyce in His Highs 
we; the Thouphts whereof are Matter of Terror to other Men. 
After the Rehearſal of all the. Happineſs and Glory that Men 
or Angels are capable of, it ſhall all be compriſed in this, a8 
the Original thereof, and Sum of the whole, Happy are they 
#hoſe God dhe Lord, Hai. W. 

" Infer, J. We may ſee bere, the Reaſon why God doth 
ſometimes defer to anſwet the Doubts and Queries we ſtick 
at, and moſt Deſire to be reſulv'd about: It is not only to 
ſhew. his Soveraignty, but to bring our Hearts to a practical 
Acknowledgmeut bf it. Moſes was very unwilling to go on 
his Meſſage to Pharaoh: Many Pretences he had to put it by 4 
whenas tile Danger he might be in tor killing the Agypt ian, 
was the Bottom ObjeFion, though he ſpeaks it not out 


C 


Indeed, the Men ho ſought his Lite, were now dead 4 
(5; Which 


— — — — — 
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24 A Praftical Diſcourſe 
Which, if he had known afore, all thoſe Excuſes had w- 
bably, been ſpared: But the Lord was pleaſed to conceal it from 
him; until He had brought him to a full Compliance with 
His Will, and then reveals it to him unaſt'd(a). So likewiſe, 
He would not take off His Hand from Job, until he had well 
learn'd him this Leflon(b). Say not therefore, (becauſe you 
have not Returns ſo ſoon as you would) The Lord hath forſa- 
ken me, my Lyrd bath forgotten nie (c): But follow that 
Reſvlution recorded of Old, Iwill wait upon the Lord why hideth 
His Face (at preſent) from the Houſe of Jacob, and I will look 
for Him (d). 3 | | 


Infer. 5. Let no Man then, who will ſay, The, Lord He i 
God, preſume to intrench on His Sacred Royalty, by ſeeking; 
Reaſon of his Decrees, beyond, or beſides, the good Pleaſure uf 
His Will. Even Sureraigns of Duit, will not admit it in Sub 
j-&s, tho' of the Came Mould with themſelves. It is an Im- 
2 Secret, The Chief of the Ways of God; it belongs to Him- 

elf alone to know it; and the Knowledge thereof would not 

rofit us now. Beſides, there is enough revealed, of great 
Importance to us at preſent, on which to employ the Utmoſt 
of our Time and Strength. By over-graſping we may ſprair 
our Hands, and unfit them tor Service; (otherwiſe within ther 
Compaſs) but we gain nothing. There fore go not about tc 
Fathom this Great Deep : Who, but one ot ſhallow Underſtand: 
ing, would think to meaſure the Sea by Handfuls? ox to give 
A2 DemonſtrativeReafon ofits various and conyerttbleCourles! 
Remember that you Magnifie His Work (e); but leſſen it not 
by pretending to Comprehend it (F). Sanſtiſe the Lord in you 
Hearts, and fear before Him (g). 51 98} 


4 


173 „ ern 
ufer. 6. This gives a Reaſon, why Men of the largeſt Ca- 
Pacity, tor Learning and Natural Underſtanding, are { 
mightily PuzzPd and Labyrinth'd in Spiritual Mattexs ; pat- 
ticularly the Doctrine of Election: Why they. do { 
ſtrongly oppoſe it, and are ſo bardly Reconciled with 1t. 
They are not (in T ruth) ſubdued to the Doctrine of God 
Soveraiguty : And therefore, while in diſcuſſing thoſe Points 
of Faith; they judge as their Natural Optick repreſent 
tbem; they loſe both themſelves and the Truth: which 


—_— 


(3) Hod. z. 11. and 4. 10, 13, 19. (b) Job 42. 2, Oc. (c) Ie. 
49.14. (d) ch,8.17, (e) Job 36.24. (f) Eccl. 8.17. (g Ila. 8. I;. 
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of God's Soveraignty: 25 
et (in ſome Degree is made known unto Babes) (Men of 
ow Stature to them) whoſe Spirits the Lord hath ſubdued, 


to reſt contented with what their Father 1s pleaſed to tell 
them: And for the reſt, (as namely, the Manner and Rea- 
fon of God's Diſpoſements and Diſpenſations) they live by 
Faith in His Righteouſneſs ; waiting for the Day that ſhall 
reveal all Things; when the Tabernacle of God, which yet 
is in Heaven, ſhall be let down among Men, (or they re? hex 
up into it) and theſe hidden Things of Soveraignty ſhall be 
more oy known among them. a 
1. This Docttine of God's Abſolute Dominion, clears 
away all that Made-Ground and Rubbiſh, which the Princi- 
ples of Free- Will-Grace do found their Election upon; and 
ſhews us the only. true and proper, Foundation of Scripture- 
Election; with thoſe other Important Truths which hold 
upon it, or are Conſequents of it: All which, have their 
ead in the Soveraignty of God; and are derived thence, 
as Rivers are from the Sea: As thro? his Blefling and Grace, 
may appear afterwards. And fo I ſhall cloſe up this firſt 
Part of the Preface with that Holy Rapture of the Pſalmiſt, 
Be thou exalfed, ford, in thy own Strength; ſo will we ſing, and 
praiſe thy Power (H. The Lord hath prepared His Throne in the 
eavens, and His Kingdom ruleth oper all! Bleſs the Lord, ye 
His Angels that excel in Strength-!: Bleſs the Lord all ye His 
Hoſts ; ye Miniſters of His that 40 Vi Pleaſure ' Bit the Lord, 
all His Vorkt, in all Places of His Dominion ! Ble the Lord, O 
my Soul (1) ! — 5 4 7 7 
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0 Pſalm 21. 13. (i) Hat 2% 19, 2. 
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* TIRE 222 = Need 
OF THE 


RIGHTEOUSNESS: 


G O D- 


Wiſel 
Vro 
Wro 
have 
liab: 
Aving founded this Diſcourſe on the Soveraignty of 
1 God, as the beſt and moſt Natural Ground of Satisfa- 
ction (or Captivation) to Reaſon, touching Election Now, 
25 a Means to qualify our Spirits, and reconcile them with 
the Doctrine of Soveraignty ; it ſeemeth expedient to anner 
that of His Righteouſneſs : And, I think, there is not a 
Ore Rational Propoſition, or more obliging to Submiſſion, 
N nl e 5 | 


That. there is no Unrighteonſneſs with GOD. 


This is the Natural Adjun& of Divine Soveraignty which, 
as we are indiſpenſibly bound to believe, ſo, to be well 
grounded in the Faith of it, will be of exceeding great Uſe- 
rulneſs to us, in every Condition; eſpecially under thoſe 
darker Adminiſtrations, of which we do not ſee at pre- 
ſent, the Cauſe, Reaſon, or Tendency: When Matters 
of great Importance ſeem to be Confuſed, or Neglected: 
When all Things in View, fall out alike to All; and you 
cannot know either Good, or Evil, by all that is before you, 
1 ſhall therefore Colle ſome of thoſe Conſiderations, from 
which you may find ſome Light and Influence 1n a Dark and 
Cloudy Day; and by which (as a Means) I my ſelf was 
drawn in, and guided to this Determination; before I ad 
ſearched the Scriptures, expreſly, concerning this Subject: 
And they may ſerve, both as Arguments to Demonſtrate the 
Propoſition, and as Antidotes againſt thoſe poiſonous Contra- 
ditions, which Ca Reaſon and Unhbelief, will be tuo often 
torving and flinging in upon us. And, 

Are. I. Is founded on that Intinite Eleſſedneſs, which the 


Mott High God was poſleſled ot in Himſelf, before the World. 
0¹ 


—— 
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of the Righteouſneſs of God." 27 
or any Creature was made. He did not make them fir an 
Need He had of them ; but for His Pleaſure (a): And if He 
needed them not, there could be no Need, or Reaſon wh 
He ſhould make them ſuch, or to ſuch an End as not to be 
Wiſely over-ruled, and their End attamed, without doing 
Wrong to any. The. Motives by. which Men are ſwayed to 
Wrong-doing, are chiefly Two. 1. To attam ſomething th 
have not. AhabAlew Naboth for his Vineyard (6b); And Atha- 
liah all the Seed Royal, to get the Throne (c). Or, 2. To 
ecure what they have. Pharaoh oppreſſed the People, left grow- 
ing Mighty, they ſhould ſhake off his Yoke, and get them 
out of his Service (d). Jeroboam ſet up his Calves, to keep 
the People at home, and firm to himſelt (e): And the Jews, 
they put Chriſt to Death, leſt the Romans ſhould come, and 
take away their Place and Nation (. Theſe Two have 
ſhar'd the Parentage of all the O preſſion and Wrong- do- 
ing that have been in the World: Neither of which is . 
patible with our Great and Bleſſed God e For all things are His 
already; He poſſeſſeth the Heavens and the Earth, and all 
the Hoſts of them, with an Abfolute Powers and Right to diſ- 
roſe of them. And as for ſtcuring what He hath, Of whom 
ſhould He be afraid? For, (I.) There is no God beſides him; 
The Lord Himſelf, who needs muſt know it, if there were 
another, protefleth Solemnly, That Hz? knows 10t any (g), 
And (z.) As for Creatures, they ,are all more abſolutely 
under His Subjection, tban the ſmalleſt Duſt under our 
Feet is to us. The Natiqns are to Him Jeſs thau nothing, and 
Vanity (. He need not fo much as Touch them, to bring 
them down: *Tis but.Gathering to. Himſelf, His qi it, aud I 
Breath, and they periſh together (1). If the Lord but with-hold 
His ſuſtaining Influence, they fall of themfelves : But He 
remains the ſame to all Generations & 
Ag. II. Another Argument is founded on, the Infinite 
Perte:tion of His Nature, This thoſe Sragbick Her alds pto- 
claim under the Notion of D, - Holy,; Holy, (K). Its Re- 
duplication imports the higheſt Pertectioi., / And Zleſes, 
(whu of all Mortals had aeareſt Acceſs to God) puts it in 
the Front of bis Triumphal Titles (1), Glatiojs in Holme, 


* 


—— 


(a) Rev. 4. 11. (b) 1 Kings 21. (c) 2 Kings 11. (d Ass. 
I. 10. (e) 1 Amgs 12. 27. 28. (r) Fol 11. 48. (FE Ia. 44. 
6, 8. (h) Vi. 40. 17.7 (i) J. 34. 14, 15. (Kk, Ft. . 3 
(1) Exvd. 15. 11. 
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28 A Practical Diſcourſe 
It is that whereby all the Divine Excellencies are ſummarih 
expreſs*d. The Righteous Lord will do no Iniquity: He is d 
purer Eyes than to look upon it. It's an high Demonſtratioq 
of His Excellency, that He cannot deny Himſelf ; that is, H 
cannot do any Thing, that is in the leaſt Degree contrary tu 

| His Holy Nature; Nothing that needs to be retracted, or to 
alter His Mind about it. His Will is the Rule of Rigliteouſ- 
neſs, and Righteouſneſs is the Rule of his Will. The Saints 
of old were perfectly of this Mind, Shall not the Fudge of al 
the Earth do Right (m)? And the Apoſtle puts it as a Queſtion 
not to be anſwered, That if God were unrighteous, How ther 

ſhall He judge the World (n)? ; 

Arg. III. *Tis alſo apparent from the canſtant Rule and mes. 
ſure of God's Diſpenſements, which are not done fortuntouſlj, 
nor raſhly, but with Deliberation and Exactneſt. He lays Judg- 
ment to the Rule, and Righteouſnrſs tothe Plummet (o). He wil 
not puniſh without a Cauſe, nor more than is deſerved, 
Touching the Sins of Sodom, I will go daun (ſays God) and ſe: 


whether they have done Ser, according te the 55 of it (p) 
; 


He renders te every one according | to their Deeds (d); and give 


them |[ a juſt | recompence of Keward (1). He will not caſt amq 


the perfect man, nor help the wicked (s). Elighaz puts the Que- 


ſition with great Confidence, (as well he might) Vu ever pe- 
riſbed being innocent (t)? His Righteouſneſs is ſuch, that it 


even holds His Hands until the Innocent be out of Danger, 


The Angels were ſtraitly commanded, not to begin the Exe- 
cution of God's Wrath on the wicked World, until his Ser- 
wants were marked out ab And when the Lord came to de- 
ſtroy Sodom, He haſtens Righteous Lor to Zonr, with this on- 
ly Argument, I cannot do any thing until thou be come thi- 
Ther (x). bs | 

þ IV, It is further evidenced, by the Laws He hath 
g1ven unto Men; The Sum of which is, to do righteoully ; 
And the End ↄfthem, the Good and Welfare of the Creature. 
After a Thouſand Years Experience of theſe, compared with 
the 11iue of Mens Inventions, they are acknowledged to be 
tht Judgments, Cood Statutes, and Laws of Truth K* What 
an admirable Catalogue hae we in Rom. 12. and Gal. 5. 22. 


1 — ß 
2 


—— — — — — — — 


(m) Gen. 18.2. (n) Rom. 3. 6. (o) Iſa. 28. 17. (p) Gen. 
18. 21. (Jg) Kom. 2. C. (r) Heb. 2. 2. (s) Job. 8. 20. (t) J 
4. 7. (u) Act. 9, 3. (X) Cen. 19. 22. (Y) Neh. 9. 13. 
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of the Righteouſneſs of God. 29 
1. Of ſuch as concern our Duty towards Himſelf immedi” 


ately, this is the Sum, Thou ſoalt worſbip the Lord thy God, and 
im only ſhalt thou ſerve (z). There is nothing more equal and 
juſt than to worſhip ſerve Him, whoſe we are : To love 
ind live to Him, from whom we have our Life aud Breath; 
Eſpecially confidering, that His Commandments are our Life (a). 

2. Such as reter more immediately to our ſelves, as Tem- 
berance, Chaſtity, Moderation, Sobriety, &c. Theſe (as is 
vident to all) do greatly conduce to our outward Welfare, 


toth in Point of Health, Eſtate, Poſterity, Ec. (And what 


vil Conſequents do attend the contrarys of thoſe Virtues, 
might be every Day's obſervation: ) More eſpecially, ſuch as 
relate to our ſpiritual State aud Welfare: Of which, mare 
particularly under the next Argument. 

3. Such Commands alſo, as reſpe& our Duty towards 
Men; As todo Juſtly; to ſhew Mercy; to follow Peace with 
Al Men; Every one to mind his own Buſineſs ; and not in- 
termeddle with others: So, to be ſubje& to the Powers 
that be; and to pray for thoſe in Authority; (the neglect 
of which Duty, may be a Cauſe of our Diſquietment trom 
them; at leaſt it may prove an Eclipſe of our Joyfulneſs 
in ſuffering under them, &c.) The Sum of thus kind of Du- 
tys we have in that ſtanding uncontroulable Rule, Of doing 
to others as we would they ſhould do unto us, On the contrary, 
there is nothing forbidden, but what tends to our Hurt; 
As if it were needful, might be demianitrated by Inſtances 
innumerable. | PER 

4. To this alſo might be added, the ſtri& InjunMons that 
God hath laid upon the Subordinate Diſpenſers of His Law ; 
as (namely) to Fudge the People with guſt Fadgnent ; not to wreſt 
Tudgment, nor reſpet Perſons (b) e Yea, He curfetbthem that per- 
vert Fudgment (c); Aud will ſurely reprove them that accept Pere 
ſons (d) &c. And ſhall Mortal Man be more juſt than God (e): 
Will He under ſuch Penaltys Command Men to do thus, 
and not much more, do ſo Himſelf ? | : 

Arg. V. Another Beam of the Righteouſneſs of God ſhines 
forth in His putting the Matter of cut Duty into ſuch a 
and Method, as renders it moſt facile, and moſtly conduce 
to our Chief End, | | 

As, 1. To remember our Creator in the Days of our Youth (f). 


— — — — — 
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(7%) Aatth, 4. 10. (4) Dent. 16. 18, 19. (b) ibid. (o) ch. 27. 


19. (d) Job I;» IQ, (e) chap. 4. 17. (t) Eccleſ. 13, . - 
y For, 
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36 Practical Diſcourſe 


For, the Work of Converſion and Turning to God, mu} 
needs be much eafier Then, than when babituated in an evil 
Courſe : For, long Impenitency (beſides the Provocation it js 
to God) eſtranges the Mind more from Him; makes the Spi- 
Tit more inflexible, and harder to be wrought upon; it mul. 
tiplies our Work, and ſubſtra&s our Strength: For oat a- 
cuſtomed in evil, to learn to do well; and tur a EIack moor to 
change his Skin, are 3 ora like Poſſibility: It's a very rar 
and difficult thing for a Man to be born again, when he 1s 01d, W(3.) P 

2. To watch againſt, and ſuppreſs, the ff? Motions of Stu;Mour o 
and to avoid whatever might bean Occaſion, or have Teuden- that i 
cy towards it. And in order thereto, To take heed to our Spi- Nalſo | 
rit (g). To keep the Heart with all diligence (h). To abſtain on 
all appearances of evil (i). To hate the Garment ſpoited by :\; ve all 
Fleſh (k). And to make a Covenant with our Eyes, as Fob UL (i), When v 
(For, the profeſſed Practice of ſome Saints, is Directive to Lord's 
Others, and Equivalent to a Command.) To keep'au Enemy Paſſior 
from Riſing, is much eafier than to 2 him when he is up; batien 
yea, to Nip Sin when *tis young, is the ready Way, not only of eve 
to keep it low, but to killit; as the continual plucking of N and tl 
Buds from a Tree or Plant, deſtroys the Root. not wi 

3. Not to do any thing, the Lawfulneſs whereof is dubious I Needs 
to us; which, as it is a Sin in it felt; (as every thing is I flictin 
which is not of Faith) (m); ſo it tends to cbſcure to us the I rugh 
true ſight of other things; andemboldens to farther Attempts, ¶ Drois 
Yea, Further, not to mind only the Lawfulneſs of things, but Churc 
their Expediency (n): The not heeding of which, proves often ¶ into: 
an Occaſion of Sin to others, whereof we cannot be Guilt- I ſure (. 
leſs: So likewiſe, to cheriſh all Motions to Good; not to ed fro 
quench the Spirit (o); and to heark?n (or liſten diligently) | 5, To 
what the Lord God will ſpeak (p); who oft times delivers vario 
His Mind with a Stiff and a Small Voice (2), which doubly that ! 
obligeth our Attention. ll edt. | 

4. In His bonnet with ſo much Weight and Neceſſity thoſe I for g. 
great Dutys of Faith, Love, Patience, Self-denial, Cc, Ito ge 
(r.) Faith, which conſiſts in ſubmitting to the Righteouſ- I might 
neſs of God; taking hold of His Strength; and following the I of ne: 
Conduct of His Wiſdom: And in order thereto, ſhewing us! 


inn 2. 15. d Por. 4. 23. (i) Thef. 5. 22. (0 BB. 3: 
55 ver. 23. . 1. (m) Rom, 14. 23. (n) 1 vor, 7. 13 
G. 12. (o) 1 Thef, 5. 19. (F) Exod, 15, 26. (4) 1 Kings Wa). 2 
19. 12. neee 29 PN 1 4 
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of the Righteouſneſs of God. 37 
gur own Sinfulneſs, Weakneſs, and Folly; with the Vanity of 
all Created Bottoms, which have always failed at the great- 
Need; and ſo drawing ourHearts to lean on Himſelf on- 
in whom alone we have Righteouſneſs and Strength (r). 
2.) Love; This is a Powerful, Active, Candid and Obli - 
ging Principle; It bears all things; thinks no evil; takes all in 
good part (s) 3 makes that both portable and pleaſaut, which 
rithout Love , would be both harſh and burdenſome. 
(3.) Patience, and Meekneſs of Spirit : Theſe mitigate the Do- 
Jour of any Suffering; and often prevent, or allay the Storm 
that is riſing; 4 ſoft Anſwer tarneth away Wrath (t). It 
alſo breeds Experience; 1. That any Affliction may be 
born thro* Him that ſtrengthens (u). 2. That Afflictions 
xe all for our Profit (x). * That we could not well have 
deen without them (5). 4. It alſo gives to underſtand the 
Lord's Meaning in them; which the Noiſe of tumultuating 
Paſſions would drown in us. And, as a Means to work this 
Patience, the Lord ſets before us, 1. That there is a Cauſe 
of every 1 and that Cauſe is from our ſelves; 
and therefore, no Cauſe to complain. 2. That He afflicts 
not willin gly ; but only when there is Need, and no more than 
Needs muſt. 3. That He hath many Gracious Ends in af- 
fliting : As, 1. To humble for Sin committed; as in Foſeph's 
wugh Dealing with his Brethren (a). 2. To Purge out 
Droſs; as in the Caſe of Manaſeb (b); and the whole 
Church (c). To prevent Sins we ſhould otherwiſe fall 
into : Thus he kept Paul from being exalted above Mea- 
ſure (d). 4. To wean us from the World; this he expe&- 
ed from Baruch (e); and this Effect it had upon Aſaph (f). 
5. To exerciſe our Graces; as Abraham's great Faith, by his 
rarious Temptations; and Paul was much under Infirmities, 
that he might ma 
leſſer Temptations, and Deliverance from them, we are fitted 
or greater, and our Faith ſtrengthened, both to bear, and 
to get thro! them; which Greater, had they come afore, 
might have overturn'd us. (4.) Self-denial : This is a Duty 
of neareſt Concernment to us, fince we have no ſuch Ene- 


(r) Tfa. 45. 24. (s) 1 Cor. 13. 5. (t) Prov. 15. 1. Fudge 
65 0 10555 7 5 (x) Heb. 12. 10. (y) t. 1. 6, 
7. (a) Gen. 42. 21. (b) 2 Chron. 33. 11,13. (c) {ſa 27. 9. 
(d)- 2 Cor. 12. 7. 8 %. 45+ 4, 5» () Haim 73. 25. 
8) 2 Cr. 12. * \ * bo So RS ak 1 "or 
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ty the Power of Chriſt (g). 6. By 
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mys as Seli-love, and Fleſhly Luſts, to War againſt our 
Souls. Theſe Things conſidered will ſhew, that Davids 


Concluſion is Right and Genuine; Good and Upright 1s te 


Lord, therefore will He teach Sinners in the Way (h). Exer 
Reaſon it {elf might tell us (to be ſure Sunctiſed Reaſon 
and Experience will) That thus to Command and Direct, is 
to lead in the right Way; and it highly Commends to u 
the Righteauſneſs of God. 

Arg. VI. The Righteouſneſs of God is farther made out, 
ty His atiixing Rewards and Puniſhments to Good and Evil 

orks reſpectively, according to what is the proper Reſult 
and Natural Product of them: Whatſoever a Man fows, tha 


fall he reap (i): Every Seed ſpall have its own Body (k) : Hell? 


will give to every One, according to his ways; and the Fruit of 
his doings (1). Holineſs hath in it à Natural Tendency to Lite 
and Peace: It is a Tree of Lite (n. Grace and Glory grow 
from the ſame Root: Salvation is the End of Faith; the 
Flower that grows upon it (n). The Vork of Righteuutn:ls 
is Peace, and the Effe# thereof, Quictneſs and Aſſurance fo 
ever (o). It is ſometimes called, The Way or Lite () 
Sometimes the Fountain and ell-ſpring of Life (q). And it 
tendeth to Life (7). For if the Root be Holy the Branches can- 
not be otherwiſe (6). 3 
Tis ſo likewiſe with Sin: Death follows Sin, not only as: 
Puniſhment for Delinguency, but as its natural Off- ſpring (j 
Original Corruption is the Root, Sin the Stalk that grows 
next npon it; and Death, the fuiſbmg, or full Corn inn the 
Ear (u). If there were no juttice to Revenge Sin, Sin 
would be Vengeance to it ſelf: Sinners lie in wait for their 
own Blond (x). It is their own  ickedneſs that corrects them (y). 
The way of Sin inclineth to Death, and ts foatſtsps to the dead: 
Its ſteps take hold on Hell (g). Unbelief may be an Inſtauce 
wr all; as out of which, all Sins elſe are derived: Thus 
was the Root of Adam's Apoſtacy (*); Of all that Peoples 
lions in the Wilderneſs (t). Of the Jews regating the 
eſtab (HD. Faithis that which holds the / Soul to God, its Lit? 
and Bleſledneſs; Lubelief its departing from Him; or tht 
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14. 15. (x) Prov. 1. 18. (y) Fer. 2. 19. 2) Pov, 2. 18. and 5. 5 
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tting go of its Hold; the looſing of the Knot; upon which 
the Soul falls off of its own Accord : And the firſt Step from 
God,ſetsin a Way of Death: As a Branch breaking off from 
its Stock, dies of it ſelf, This was Adam's Unbelief: In all 
Men fince, it is a Refuſing to Return. 

Arg. VII. This Doctrine is further confirm'd by tlie gene- 
nl unanimous Conſent and Affirmation of thoſe beſt able to 
judge. (1.) They aſſert it. Fob, a Man of great Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Integrity, (not hu like in allthe Earth)(a), and none 
ſo ſorely afflicted; yet, ſays Elibu to him, by 4 of Coun- 
ſel; (as what himſelf would do in the like Caſe) I will a. 
mie Rightecuſneſs to my Maker (b); And, Surcly God will not 
pervert Judgment (c). God is known (i. e. He is Known to be 
God) by the Fudements which He executeth(d). The Lord u 
Upright; there is no Unrighteouſneſt iu Him (e). He loveth Righ- 
trouſneſs, and hateth Iniguity. The Scepter of His Kingdom us d 
b 1 (f). Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitat ion 
His Throne (g). That True and Righteow are His Judgments, 
is the Voice of thoſe in Heaven(b). (2.) They ſubmit to it, 
even then when moſt provoked by Mens injurious Dealings 


Jvith them for his Sake; and when the Lord's own Hand hath 


been moſt ſevete towards them. Aaron held his Peace (i): 
It is the Lord (faith Eli) let Him do what ſcemcth Him 
od(k) : Hezekiah alſo, Good is the Word of the Lord (). 
ea, they have done thus, when by the Light of Natural 
Reaſon they could ſee no Reaſon for it: Witneſs Joh; who, 
when plundred of all, becauſe he feared God, and eſchewed 
Evil; and could juſtifie himſelf to the Height,zto any Hy- 
| gat. yet ſays he, I will make ſupplication to my Judge (m). 
ook on our Lord and Saviour Himſelf, and fee His Con- 
tion; Our Fathers cried unto Thee, and were delivered; Hit 
J. though day nor night I am not ſilent, Thau heareſt me not. 
How does He cloſe His Complaint? Not, Thou de ileſt more 
hardly with Me who leſs have deferved it; but | Thou art. 
Holy). Feremy indeed began to object, becauſe the way of 
the Wicked proſpered, and they were 12715 that dealt treacherouſly : 
But, he pre&@ntly bethinks himſelf, withdraws his Plex, and 
yields the Cauſe; Righteow art thou, O Lord, when 1 plead 


— 


59 Fob | 8: (b) Job 36. 3. (c) Fob 34. 11: (d) F al, g. 
16; (e) Pal. 92. 15. (F) Hal. 45. 6, 7. (g) IA. 97. 2. Deut. 
32.4. (h) Rev. 19. 2. (i) Levit. 10. 3. (K) 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
U Kings 2. 19. (m). ab 9. 5 (n) 1. 23. 2, 3, 4. 
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with thee(o). I might Inſtance the Suffrage, even of wickezl .. 

Men, and of the moſt obdurate among them; whoſe Con. Ins Sal: 
ſciences, at Times, have enforced their Conteſſion of this MSufferin 
Truth; and the Teſtimony of an Adverſary proves ſtrongly, known 
Pharaoh ſubſcribes to it; The Lord is Righteous, I and ny e and 
Peojle arc wicked (p). As alfo doth Adonigezeck, and Saul (q 4g. 
G.) The Saints Triunpb in the Righteouſneſs of God, (x Wicouſne 
well they may) and call upon others to do the like; The Mketeren 
Lord Reigneth, let the Earth rejoyce (r). O, Let the Nations be WfromEv: 
glad, and ſing for Foy ;, for thou ſhalt Fudge the People Righte. an' d, 1 
ouſly ). Let the Heavens rejoyce, and the. Earth be glad befor; {made to 
he Lord: For, He cometh, Por He cometh to Fudge the Earth (t), be juit 1 
&c. And hence it was, that Paul,and the reſt uf them, though {led wit] 
the preſent Senſe of their Suffering was grievous, yet they Glory: « 
gloned in them; And rejoyced greatly, in Hopes of that Ia do it 
Glory, and Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God, as a Rig bie- Wits a P. 
ow Judge, had prepared for them () . lear Me 
Arg. VIII. The Righteouſneſs of God is yet further illuſtr. Hd u 
ted, by The Iſſus and Event of his darkeſt Diſpenſations. The Ne M 
Conſuniption Decrecd hall overflow with Righteouſneſs (x), and Wthe may 
nothing elſe ſhall be in it. His People, though long under tbecon' 
Oppreſſion, He brought them forth at laſt, with the greatet Muhich, x 
Subſtance, His leading them about in the Wilderneſs, as Wwther 
it were in a Maze, Forty Years together; and bringing them Nate 8 
back to where they had been many Years before; yet proved thi ' 
it to be the Right Bay(y); and it was for their God in the the Las 
Litter End (zx, David's long Perſecution by Saul, made him ” . 
the fitter for the Kingdom; and adapted him for the Office I Himſel 
of Principal Secretary to the Great Ri ny opportunely ac- UCompa 
quainting him with all the Aﬀairs of the Heavenly State and Beloved 
Council, that are ſit to be known upon Earth: And by his Hand Fertake 
and Experience, they are confirmed to us; and this amongſt Wins mu 
the reſt, Bleſſed wu the Man whem thou chaſteneſt, and teacheſt him out Ito ther 
of thy Law (a). We ſee it alſo, by the End the Lord made No, th. 
with Fob; He brought him forth like Gold, and doubled his Nc Hin 
Bleſſings upon him (5). The Baſket ef good Figs were ſent Iflim as 
into Captivity for their good (c). Pirl's Afflictions turn'y to wk 
— 2— p pert 
(oO) r. 12. 1. (y) Exod. 9. 27. (q) Judges 1. 7. 1 Sm. let ſu 
24. 17, 19. (r) Iſal. $3. 97. 99--(s) Hal. 67. 4. (t) Mal. 96. Mrtis I. 

If, 13. u) z Tim. 4. 8. (Xx) 1ſt. 10. 22. (y) Dal. 107. 7. 
2 Deut. 3. 16. (a) al. 94. 12. (b) Job 23. 10. and 42+. (d) 
12. (e) Jer. 24.5. a ö 5 14 
10. 
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Con-Ihs Salvation (d). Even the Temptations, Sorrows, and 
f this MSufferings of Chriſt Himſelf, which were ſuch as never were 
>ngly, Mknown by Men, were intended, and accordingly did, per- 
nd ny Wis and enable Him for His Office of Mediator (e). 
u!(q), 4g. N. Another great Inſtance and Evidence of the Righ- 
d, (4x Micouineſs of Cook pears intbe Manner of His Procedure, in 
5 The Reference to the E * Thoſe precious Souls, whom He lov'd 
1015 e Nftom Ever laſting, and determin'd to bring to Glory; Vet, having 
Lebte Hand, not one of them ſhall enter There, without Satisfaction 
befor: I made to His Juſticez Even thoſe He will not 1 ſo as to 
th (t), Ite juſt in the doing of it (f): The Mercy-Seat being ſprink- 
hough led with Blood (g), was evidently a Shadow of it. For, the 
t they {Glory of God does not conſiſt only in ſhewing Mercy; but 
f that Ito do it in ſuch Manner as not to claſh with His Juſtice. 
Lig hie- MPs 2 Part of His e Glory, that He will by no means 
lar Me guiliy (h): But who then ſhall be ſaved, ſince al the 
luſtr. NV 2 ha, guilty. before God (i)? Mea, there is yet a Way to 
, The ſtew Mercy, (which is for ever adorable) and therein is ſhewn 
„ and the nanifold Wiſdom of God, as well as His Righteouſneſs ; in 
under the contriving a Way forMercy and Truth to meet together(k); 
reatet ¶ wich was done by transferring the Guilt of His Choſen upon 
s, as Mdwther, who was able to bear it; and to give a more ade- 
them hate Satis faction to His Juſtice, than they ever could have 
raved thi by their Perſonal Sufferings: This alio was Typified by 
in the the Law of the Seape-Goat, Levit. 16. 8, 10, 26. OE 
e him . Ag. X. Conſider eſpecially that great Inftance of Chriſt 
Office HHimlelf, the Firſt Ele& and Head of all the Family; and the 
Compatt made with Him; Who, though He were à Son, His 
Beloved Son, in whom His Soul delighted; yet it He will un- 
lertake for Sinners, He muft ſtand in their Stead; All their 
Sins muſt meet upon Him and He muſt bear the Puniſhment du: 
to them (H. It was not paſſible that Cupſhould paſs from Him; 
made ¶ No, though he ſought it with ſtrong Crys and Tears; and that 
: of Him 4 able to Save him from Death; who alſo loved 
Him as His own Soul: He was not, He might not be Releaſed, 
util He had paid the utmoſt Mite. For albeit that Grace 
perfectly free to Men, in Pardoning and Saving of them; 
et Juſtice mult be ſatisfied, and Chriſt was bated nothing. 
J. 96. Iris tat unparallePd Inſtance of Incomparable Justice, dot 
57. To — — AIG —— — — 6j— 
(d) il. 1. (1p. (e) Heb. 2. 17, 18. (f) Rom. 3. 26. (g) Lev. 
K. 14. Hel. 9. 12. 25. (N) Hod. 34. 7. (i) Ron. 3. 19. (K) N. 
J. 10. (1) Ja. 53. 4, 5. 
D 2. highty 


* 
- — —— * 
—— —— — — — — — 
_— — 


_ 


| 
Il 
TH 
: 
1 
, 
in 
11 
i 


36 A Praftical Diſcourſe 
higbly illuſtrate the Point in Hand; Namely, That our Great 
and Sovernign Lord cannot but do Right. | 


Inferences from the Righteouſneſs of GOD. 


Infer. 1. May this Docttine prove an Eternal Blaſt, to thy 
vain and preſumptuous Confidence of impenitent Sinners; 
Who, becauſe Veygzance i not ſpeedily executed, hade they 
Hearts fully bent and ſet in them to do evil (m). Becauſe thy 
Lord (at preſent) holds His Peace, they think He 18 like 
Themſelves (n), Cc. Let them certainly know, that He i; 
able to deal with them: And further, that His Righteonuſneſ, 
obligeth Him to vindicate Himſelf: He will by no mean; 
clear the Guilty; nor be always ſilent: Thayyb flow, y<t ſue; 
and ſtrikes Home at laſt (o). He will arife to Judgment, and 
ſet their ſms in order 4 1 them, and reckon with them tyr al 
the hard Speeches, which they (ungodly Sinners) have ut. 
ter'd againit Him: The Sight whereof ſhall ſtrike their trems 
bling Souls (notwithſtanding theix Stoutneſs Naw) with 
Horror and Amazement; and make even all their Bowel; 
ready to guſh out: He will wound the hairy Scalp (the prout 
and preſumptuous Head) of every one wal ors on in his wicked- 
meſs to): A Dart ſball ſtrike through bis Liver (q), and down 
with him to Hell, the Nethermoſt Hell, in a Mament. 
Why then will you run againſt the thick Beſſes of Hu Buckleys(r): 
and ſet Briars and Thorns in Array, agatnſt a deyoutitip 
Flame (2)? Can dry'd Stubble dwell with Everlaſting Bun- 
ings? Did ever any harden hmſelf againſt God, and proſper (t)? 
No, nor never ſpall! Where will his Hope be, when God 
taketh away his Soul ()! Therefore take up betimes, lea 
off, and know that He n GO. l 


Hifer. 2. Let this Doctrine for ever vindicate the Hol 
and good Ways of God, (both thoſe He walks in towar 
us, and thoſe He commands us to walk in towards Hirnfelf) 
trom all thoſe ſenſeleſs Imputations of Harſhneſs, A e 
Nicety, Preciſeneſs, or whatever elſe the Prophaneneſs or 1g. 
norance of Men can tax them with: For, as it is ſaid, 19 
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it is found by the certain and ſuber Experience of all that 
fear Him, (and againſt ſuch Experience, np Reatoning is to 
be admitted) I fay, 'tis a General Infallible Experiment, 
That all the ways of Wiſdom are pleaſantneſs to him that waik; 
in them (a): Which argues, that thoſe who think otherwile, 
are ignorant of them; and therefore not competent Judges. 
Tis granted, indeed, that thoſe whoſe Hearts are in theſe 

Ways of God, havy their Steps too often turd afide, 
and go haltingly in them: Put in Truth, the Fault is not in 
the Way, but in the Men: There is ſome Fracture in their 
iſlocation of Joints, or evil Tumor; ſomething is 
out of Order, and needs looking to. A Cripple will limp in 
Solomun's dg (on theſmootheſt Pavement) when one that 
is found in his Limbs, will walk with Delight on rougher 
Ground. The Law and our Hearts were once at Pertect Ayrce- 
ment, the Diſcord came in by our Free-will Deviations, and 
ſwerving from our firſt Make, Therefore, admit not the 
laſt Motion, that looks but awry on the Commands or Diſ- 
oſements of God; bitt Juſtifie them to the Height, and take 
Shame to your (lf, as Pau! himſelf did, The Camden 
s Holy, bug 1 am Carnal (b). | 


Infer. 3. If the Lord cannot but do Right, then let us all (and 
every one) take heed of Sin, which the Holineſs and Juſtice 
of God are ſo inexorably bent agaiuſt: He will not pardon 
without Satisfaction. Yea, beware of Little Sins, (Little ! 
mean. in Eſteem with Men, or in Compariſon of ſome others.) 
Your Nearneſs to God will not excuſe you; For, You H 
Iknown,ſ therefore) you will pn niſb (c). Even Moſes Hisdervint, 
for once ſpeaking unadviſedly, was ſhut out ot Canaan (4) ; 
and though he would fain have gone into. that goo Jan, 
and ſolicited the Lofd much about it, is if he would have i 
Denial ; yet the Lord would not hear him: Seat uo more 
Ul of his matter (e). To make light of the [eat Sin becartte 
Grace abounds, is to fin againſt your own Sul; and 0 
make the precious Blood of Chnit i common. thing : (the 
leaſt is the Price of Blood: Although He love thee 5 a4 
that ſo, as Never to take His Loving Kindnets tron thee ; 
as He will not let thee go altogether unpumhect len, e 

ord may hide from thee the Senſe af ths Love, and nuke 
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thee fee] His Diſßleaſure, even to the breaking of thy Bones, & 
For He muſt diſcountenance Sin; and that for our good, as 
well as to vindicate the Honour of His Righteouſneſs, 


Infer. 4. You that acknowledge God's Uprightneſs, and 
profeſs to be His Children, convince the World of the Truth 
of your Principles by your Practice. Shew your ſelves to be 
His Off-ſpring, by your Likenefs to Him: Do Fuſtly,love Mer, 
walk Humbly, To be Mamas and harmleſs, and without Re- 
buke(t), is your beſt Argument to refute the World's Ca- 
lumnics, and to prove your ſelves to be the Sons of God, 
Sheu it alſo, by your Juſtifying God, even while He wrap; 
Hi ſelf in a Cloud (8g), and bus Footfleps are not known (b), 
He that owns not God's Hand in every Diſpenſement, diſ- 
owns his Soveraignty 3 and he that Repines, denys His 
Righteouſneſs 5 Acquit your (elf in both. 


Trifer. 5. Then let None Stumble at preſent Adminiſtrati- 
ons, nor admit of a ſiniſter, or ſuſpiciow Thought, touching 
this Holy Lord God. The Reaſon of His Ways, may be uy 
Known,but cannot beunjuſt : He ſees through the dark Cloud, thong 
ou and I cannot. We know, the Lord doth not afflict wil- 
lingly (i); and His People are in Heavineſs but for a Seaſon, 
and if need he (Kk) : Then ſurely *Tis meet to be ſaid unig God, J 
have torn Chaſt 2 (1. e. Sin procur'd it for me, and 
T have no Cauſe to complain) J will, offend no more (1). Ae. 
Knowlerze Hu Uprightneſs, and He will be gracious unto thee (m). 
And do it when thou canſt not ſee the Reaſon of gh hoy > 
ments, nor their Tendency; taking it ſtill for a Rule, That al 
the ways of God are nf; Nothing can be put to them ; Nor 
any thing taken from them(n). *Twas à good Reſolution 
in Job, That though he were Righteous, yet would he not anſwer 
Gad; but make ſupplicat ion to hs Jud, e (0): And though he 
would flay him, yet will he truſt in Him (p): And this he 
would do, even while he thought he nught maintain his 


own Ways betore Him. 


Pe Patient therefore: T, be com ing of the Lord draweth 
nigh(q), who will judge the World; with , Righteouſneſs (x). Let 


(r) Eil 2. G. (g) Job: 224 13 14. (b) Tal. 27. 19. 
(1) Lam. 3. 33. (I Pet. 1. 6. (1) Job 34-31. (m) Job 33: 
24. (n) Eceleſ. 3- 14, (0) Fob 9. 15. (P) Job 13. 15. ( In. 
5+ 7. (r) T/al. 9. 8. | 
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neither the Wicked's Proſperity, nor the daily Chaſlenings 
of His own People, be an Oftence to ther: Go up into Ne 
Sanuary of God (s); There thou ſhalt Know the End. It 
Mall Aot always be carried thus; There will be a Keckon- 
ing for the good Things they had in their Lite Time ; when 
thoſe that have lived in Pleaſure, will with that their Souls 
had been in thy Soul's ſtead, under all its Preſſures: And it 
ſhall be no Grief of Heart to thee, to remember thy Ar 
and AMomentary Suffering (t); when thou ſeeſt ſuch penceable 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs brought forth thereiy (use When thou 
ſhalt be wrapt up with an Holy Amazement,and ſlialt Cy in 
thy Heart, I loft my Children, and was deſolate; A Captive aud 
Removing to and fro; (had no —_— Place) whs hath beg 0! tor 
me 70 (x)! Whence came they! What Root ſprang they 
from! My lieht Afflictions were not worthy to be compaycd with 
ths Glory (y)! He'll never repent that he ſowed in Trans, 
who brings Home his Sheats with ſuch Foy. But as you ge 
along to this your Bleſſe Home, and ſweet Place of Etern ut 
Reſt, it may be worth the While to ruminate ſuch Scrip- 
ures as theſes; Though a Sinner do evil an hundred times.and his 
lays be prolonged, (he goes unpunifhied) yet ſmely it hl be well 
with them that fear God : But it ſhall not be well with the Wick. 
d(z): Verily, There i a Reward for the Rig Het; Terily, 
ew a God who judgeth in the Euth( a); And His Judgment 1s 
according to Truth (b); And beffed ave they that wait for Him(c). 


Iifer. 6. Laſtly, All the Objections that are brought 1gaint 
he Doctrine of Election's Abſolutencfs,Perſmulity nd Eterniyy ; 
The Peculiarity of Redemption; Ihe Fffcartow Predomiuance 

Grace in Calling; and Believers Inovmcible Por ſererance in + 
aith and Holineſs; would all be diſbanded and ſent to their 
#n Place, were this One Truth, (which none in Words 

ul deny) but truly believ'd and Receiv'd in Love ; big. 
ſbat God hath au abſolute Right of Dominion over His Creatures, 
(diſpoſe and determine of them, as ſecmeth Him good; and that, 
u the doing thereof, He cannot but do Right, 


And ſo I come to the Matter firſt intended. 


— 


(5) Pſal, 73. 17. (t) Rom. 8. 18. (u) Hu. te. 1. n 
„ 21. ch. 60. (y) 2 Cor. 4. 17. (2) Heel. 8. 12, 13. (a) I: 
& 11. (b) Rom. 2. 2. (c) 1ſa. 30. 18. 
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OF 
E LEBCETEOM 
HE Dotrine of Election containeth the whole Sun 
and Scope of the Goſpel; And our Minds, it Honeſh 
ſubdued to the Doctrine of God's 8 cannot be en- 
ployed about à more excellent Subject. It is called, The 
Foundation of God; not only becauſe of the Superemmency of 
it; but 4s a Foundation of Hw own laying, which God Hin. 
{ef is the Author of, and He alone; and the Bafis whereof is 
Hunſelf : It is that Foundation which ftandeth ſure, and keeps 
them all ſure, who ſtand upon it. | 
ELECTION is the pitching of Everlaſting Love; a 
the Good enſure of God, Chuſing and Decreeing to Eternal Life: 
t is the Great Charter of Heaven; God's fpecial and Free Grin 
ced of Gift to His Choſen Ones; e over in Truſt unto 
Jeſus Chriſt, for their 1Iſe and Benefit. Now, in Deeds d 
Gift (to make them Authentick) there muſt be inſerted, 
The Name of the Donor, or Perſon that gives; The Name df 
the Donee, or Perſon to whom; The Quality and Extent of t 
Thing that is Given; The Time when it was done; The Cu- 
fiderat ion that moved thereto; And in Caſe of Impotency, it is 
uſual and neceſſary to ordain ſome Friend as Feoffee in Tri, 
who is to ſtand ſeized or poſſeſſed of the Gift for the Donees 
Uſe: All which are evidently found in Scripture Election 
and may be Summ'd into this Propoſition. | 


Perſonally choſen of God, in Chriſt, acc 
ding to his own good Pleaſure, and Or 
dau d to Eternal Life, before the Wori 
began. 


Before I come to'a dowti-right Proof of the Propoſition 
1 ſhall firſt explain the Terms, and then Pioduce lene In 
fancts of a lower Kind of Election, Scil. to Matters of a ln 


Prop. That there is a Peculiar People, who wer 


er of 7 
It con 
wn 
uſed t 
he - ke 
meſne 
term'c 
of th 
the E 
that | 
ther 
who t 
that 


tance, 


than 
Felon 

lov 
with 
Deme 
as tl 


Han 


— 
— 


N. 


Sum 
oneſth 
de en 
, The 
ency of 
4 Y in- 
reof 1 
1 Keeps 


ez 01 
I Life; 
e Gract 
{t unto 
eeds 0! 
\ſerted, 
(ame 0 
t of t 

he Con- 
Cy, it 

nt ruf, 
Donees 
lection 


bo wert 


Acco 
14 Or 
W ors 


poſition 
me In 
fa low 

e 


of Election: 41 
ex Concern, than That of Eternal Life; which yet may be 
reckon'd a Type, and Shadow of it. 2 

I. For Explanation, This Word N denotes tho 
Exemption or Pricnledging of a Perſon or Thing, from the Pow- 
er of another, in whoſe Juriſdiction it was or ſeem'd to be: 
It ſometimes ſignifies Riches or Subſtance, which is of a Man's 
own proper getting, by Labour and Induſtry: It is alſo 
uſed to denominate ſuch Part of a Man's Inberitance, as 
be _ in bis own Hands; which our Law calls bis De- 
meſne Lands. In all which Reſpeas, the Ele are aptly 
term'd a Peculiar People : For, (1) Thu” Satan be Prince 
of the World, and rules on evey Side; yet, as touching 
the EleF, it is but an uſurp'd and Temporary Juriſdiction 
that he hath over them : They do, indeed, belong to ano- 
ther Prince, to whom their Chief Lord hath given them; 
who therefore (in the appointed Time) will reſcue them from 
that Uſurpation. (2,.) They are the Lord's Treaſure, or Inberi- 
tance, obtained by Labour indeed, with Sweat and Blood; 
than which nothing is more a Man's own, nor hardlier 
— with: Such was the Portion beſtowed by Jacob on his 

loved Joſeph, even That which he got with his Sword, and 
with his Bow, Gen. 48. 22. And (3.) They ate the Lord's 
Demeſnes ; He keeps them in His own Hands; Tenders them 
as the Apple of His Eye; and will not betruſt them in the 
Hands of others; No not of their own ſelves. 

[Choſen, or EleFed:) The proper Import of the Word 
is, to Select, or make Choice of Oue or More, out of a 
greater Number. [Perſonally] choſen, i. e. They were ſin- 
Bes forth, or pitched upon by Name: And, Choſen [in 
A or into Chriſt, as their Head and Mediator; that being 
11 Hum, all the Grace and Glory they were choſe unto, might 
be Riglit fully theirs, and accordingly applyed to them. 

{To Ordain] is the ſame here as to Bredefinate, Appoint, 
Prepare, Decree, or fore- determine of Things to come; which 
was in ſuch Manner done, that the Event always has, does, 
and ever ſhall, juſtly ſucceed, according to Dehgnment. In 
this Senſe Men cannot be ſaid to Predeſtinate, becauſe they 
cannot (with any Certainty) determine of Things not yet 
in Being: But all Things were preſent with God from Eter- 
nity; and His Decree the Cauſe of their After- Exiſtence. 

y | Eternal Life] I underſtand, not only the Saints actual 
Poſſeſſion of Bleſſedneſs and Glory; which conſiſts in their 
ertect Contormity to God, and Union with Him, accor- 


ding 


42 A Praftica! Diſcourſe | 
ing to the 17th of John) but alſo, whatever is Requiſite there. 
to, by Way of Right Preparation, or otherwiſe : Wherein are 
compriſed, the Mediation of Chriſt, Effectual Calling, ang 
Find? Nrſeverancd in Faith and Holineſs ; which are indeed 
but ſo many Parts, or Zubdiviſions of Election: Ye have them 
all conjoyn d in one Verſ:, both as 1775 Tate to the ſame 
Perſons, and as being inſeparable 5 In Iſa. '62. 12. Where 
Thoſe for whom the High-Way is gaſt up, are termed, Thy 
Holy People; there's their Eledtion: The Redeemed of the Lori; 
that is plainly Acdemption- They are. alſo ſaid to be ſonelt 
out; which imports their Eero! Calling; And A Cii nw 
forſaken; which implies wot leſs. then . Perſeverance : And 
they are here put in Succeſſion, a5 they. tall in Order of to h 
Time; Election is therefore called, A preparing unte Glory (a), Win” I. 
Before the World began. ] The Came Thing for Brevity, Sake Nena. 
15 commonly called Eten; aud in Scripture Phraſe, Frow 


Everlaſting. | | | de, bt 
| Alen g to his own good Ple ſurc.] This fhews: the Noot of Ang Al 
01 


Election; the great Bottom- ground on which it is funded; 
Excluſive to all Things elſe, as being any Way Cual, Con- 
tributary, or Motive theteto. ET EL EY | 
II. For Inſtances of a lover Kind of Election: Conſider 
here, God's Chuſing or Deſtinating certain Peruns b, Mane, 
(and Some of them before they. were born) to Ng.) and emis 
nent Service in the World; wherein they, were Fatterns of 
the Election we are treating of, and may well be accounts. a 
Collateral Proof and Evidence of it. 

Abraham was pitch'd upon, to be the Root and Father of 
God's Peculiar People; whom He would Own and [lonour 
above the Nations of the World; and that in Him, ail Ta- 
milies. of the Earth fn be bleſſed (b): Which contains a Pro- 
miſe, that the Meſſias, or Saviour of the World ſhould 
come of his Poſterity ; A wonderful high Honour! But, 
what was there in Abraham, that might Move God thus to 
prefer him above the Keſt of his Kindred? Was he any Thing 
more to God, or had he ſerved Him better, than other Ido- 
laters with whom he liv'd? No, in no uiſe; aud yet, the 
Lord figled him forth, and called him alone (c). And, in 
Truth, noother Reaſon can be given for it, than what is gi- 6 
ven for His Love to Abrahams Poſterity: He loved them becauſe (e) 
He loved them (d). Nor was he pitch'd upon to be ihe Faller Rom: 


(a) Rom. 9. 23. (b) Gen, 12. i. (e) Ia. 51. 2. 
(d) Deut. 7. 7, 8. l 9 


of Election. 45 
nam Nations, nor Sarah to be the Mother of them, for amy 
atural Fruitfulneſs in them above others: For Ah abam s 
Body was now dead; And Sarah, beſides: her Natural Bar- 
enneſs, was paſt the Age of Child-bearing; which occa-/ 
on'd her to laugh at the Promiſe: For who, indeed, 
would make Choice of a dry'd Stock and barren Soil to 
begin his Nurſery with? In ſuch Materials there is nothing 
o induce to it; 8 F . 

The ſame Courſe He was pleaſed to take with Abraham's 
Immediate Sced: He takes not all of them; but, In Iſaac 
ball thy Seed be called (c). Thus Iſaac was taken, and-Iſhmact 
ft, And tho? Abraham's Prayer was heard for Ifbniael, ſo 
4 to have him bleſſed with outward Things; yet as to the 
nau Thing, God reje ts him; and reſolves to eſtabliſh His 
Lorenant with Iſaac (), who was yet unborn, 3 

The like alſo He doth by Iſaac's Children; Jacob Ie lo- 
dec, but Eſau He hated (g): Which is both the Prophet's, 

d Apoſtle's Expoſition of thoſe Words ;| The Elder Hall ſerve 
te Junger] (h): And this Difference was put before they 
were born; yea, and intail'd alſo upon their Poſteritys : 
The One, are the People of His Wrath, ggainſt whom He hath 
Indiguation for ever (i): Their Captivity ſpall not return: When 
be whole Earth rejoyceth, they ſpall be deſolate, &. (x): But for 
Jacob, the Lord will bring them back to their own Land, and 
ant them, and build them afſuredly ; and do them good with Hu 
whole Heart (1). But let it be obſerved, it was not Jacob's 
mote worthy Demeanour, whether foreſeen or ated, that pro- 
cured him the Bleſſing; Eſau did more for it than he, and moge 
ſincerely ; He Inmted for Veniſon, and for true Veniſon ; ſuch 
as his Father loved; which he alſo makes ready, and bri 
with Speed, big with Expectation of his Bleſſing; which al- 
ſo. he ſeeks importunately, with tears aud bitter chim. (m)- 
Now, what good Thing docs Facsh do to inherit the Bleſ- 
ſing? 1. He goes about to invade Annther's Right; for the 
Blelling belong'd to the Firſt- born. 2. He ſeeks to pervert 
the known Intention of his Father, which was to bleſs Eſau. 
. He abuſeth his Father with counterfzit Veniſon. . 4. He 
takes the Name of God in vain, to make his Diſpatch the 


(t) Cen. 17. 9. Mal. t. 2, 3. 
(e) Gen. 21. 12. (f) Gen. 17. 9 60 — 15 . 


Rm, 9. (h) Gen 25. 23. (i) Mal T. 4. 


TH 0) Fer. 31. 377 4% n) Gen. 27. 4 5 38. Ao 


tures, in taking whom He will; The Freeneſs of his rut, 


.the 
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more ptobable (n). 5. He ſeeks it by Fraud and dow, 
right lying: He cloaths his Neck and Hands with the Kig 
Skin 3 and roundly affirms himſelf to be Eſau ; (very in 
proper Means to obtain 2 Bletling!) It need not be aske 
which of the Two's Deportment was moſt deſerving 2 On 
would eaſily conclude the Bleſſing to be Eſmr's : But fee th 
vent! He that carrys himſelf ugworthily, carrys away tt 
leſſing; He that behaves himſelf dutitully to obtain it, i 
diſmiſt without it: And tho' his Father bleſſed Fay 
unwittingly, and by Miſtake ; yet, when he came to kn 
it, he was ſo far from reverfing what he had done, that 
earneſtly affirms it; I have bleſſed bim; yea, and he ſhall 
bleſſed (o). Would we know, now, the Reaſon of thi 
ſtrange, and (according to Men) irrational Event? It wx, 
That the Purpoſe of God, according to Election might ſtand ( 
Elder muſt ſerve the Younger) Nor of Works, but of Hin you! 1 
that Calleth (p). And tis wonderful to obſerve how Gy Womb: 
ordered the whole Courſe of this Tranſa&ion, as intendig 14 ty 
It a full and pregnant Exampl- of Eternal Election: Fort Joato 
holds forth plainly, The Soveraignty of God over His Crew 


bei ce. 
ere thi 
meſs, Or 
Part in 
them tc 


in Chuſing thoſe that are leſs deſerving ; The Sure Effet d 
His Purpoſes, with His wiſe and certain Ordering of Thing 
relating to His End; as alſo His ung of Means 2nd Lattry 
ments therein, quite beſides the Natural Scope of them, ani of 
contrary to their own Intendment. 1 
Then for the Iſraelites This People the Lord choſe in but 4 
Abraham 400 Years before He publickly own'd them: . The 
are expreſly term'd, An Elect Nation, as beiug ſeparated from vhen 

reſt of the World; An Holy, Special, Peculiar People un And « 
God. He took them for Hi: on Portion, the Lot of His hv br be 
beritanre: Read His own Words, (tor they are preciou}: be 
Words rith thoſe to whom they appertain) Je ſpall be hf. 
to Me; for I have ſevered you from other People, that ye fronld b Tay E 
Mine (g). The Lord .thy God hath Choſen thee to be a ſpecial fr" 
People unto 8 all People that are on the face of tht G 
Exth (r, The this Day bath Aucuche cc to be Huf Nn 


peculiar Prople, and to make thee bigh above ai! Nations (8. this I 


The Lord had a delight in thy Fathers to love thc.1. and He C m 


—— I — — O— — 
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- (2) Ger. 27. 28 (o) Gen. 27. 33. (50 Rom. 9. 11. (9): (t) 
Lerie, 20. 26. (7) Deut. 7. 6. (Deut. 20. Io, We, . 50 
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heir Seed after them, even you above all People (t), &c. But 
ere they as far above other Nations in Goodneſs, in Great- 
weſs, Gr excellent Demetanour ? Had they better improv'd their 
Part in the Common-ſtock ? And was that it which entituled 
them to this Honour? No ſuch Matter; as appears; (f.) By 
the Reaſon there aſſign'd; Ye ſball be a peculiar Treaſtire unto 
Me, above all Für LI all the Earth is mine (u). ] It is as it 
"Wthe Lord had ſaid, re is no Difference between and 
Jaalotber Nations; All the Earth is Mine, and I may take where 
I will; I am not tyed to any; I might take of them, and 
diſcard you; Hey Cant carry it moreunworthily than you 
have done, and will do; I looked from Heaven, and conſi- 
F th. red their Works and yours; I fee that your Hearts are fa- 
It wa; ſhion'd alike. | And, (2.) Their aftex-demeanuur did abun- 
md (th wy verify it; and the Lord foreſaw it; I knew that thou 
of Aa dea! W e , and waſt called a Tranſgn eſſor f um the 
u Gen; That thou wot it be obſtnate, thy Neck an Iron Sinew, 
endiv 11d thy Brow Braſs ; and that thou wouldſt do only evil „j om thy 
bl Youth up, &c. (x). What then was the Cauſe or Motive of 
Cres. God's chuſing them above others? It was His undeſerved Love 
Grand e ta them; He loved them, becauſe He loved them (y). 
David; God had provided Himfelfa King 1 8. 


2 Come 15 ee, a 
Thing! Jaſt's Sons, and Sage! ruſt go to anpint fim: But, it muil 
be Vim whom the Lord bud nam do lune Not the eldeſt or 
m, aul gogllieſt Perſon: And therefore, ſays he, (when they paſs 

before him)The Lord bnth not Choſen,thiz 5 Hor this ; Tio} theſes 
ole u but David. Tig ttue, the Lord did net mention David's 
. Name to Samuel ; "But He did what was equivalent: For 
Ao when Dauid comes in, He tells him, This is be, Auoint bim 2). 

e 
C 


le una And obſerve, This [he] was the Youn eſt, the meaneſt, 
i; H- 4nd moſt unlikely; CAPE reckon? 1 as one of the Family ; 
:eciou} fer be was not broupht, in among the Reſt. Then, Note 
his Cixcumſtance ; His Employmenit was to Keey the Sheep ; 
ould His Exercife, what Was it but fuch as 15reckon'd effeminate? 
ſpecial He addiged himſelf” Malek See alſo bis Complexion, or 
6 of the Conſtitution of Bo TC lite and Ruddy; no promiſing. 
be Hull Character of a Marti 1 And yet this Man (ot rather 
ns 5, bis Lad and Stripling) thus qualified, and thus Scand, 
Cie muſt be the Captain or the Lord's Hoſt 3; who yet 
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| (t) Deut. 10. 15. (u) Exed. 19, f. X) I.. 48. 4, 8. Fer. 
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of a Man of Courage and Conduct to, be over them. Wel; 
let David's Birth, Complexion, Employment Education, be 
What it will; Never ſo unlikely in all Human Keſpects; 0 
this David is, and he muſt be the Man, whom the Lord wil 
honour, to Rule His People, to Fight their Battles, and't 
do Exploits. In this Choice the Lord was pleaſed to ſeth 
whatever is taking with Men: He ſeeth not as Man ſee; 
7. e. He regards not Men for their Natural, Accompliſhments; 
If tor any Thing, it muſt be (probably) for ſome, Excellent 
Endowment of the Mind; and that of Viſdom is of as weigh. 
1 in, the Choice of à Prince, as any other; 
zut this is no Inifucement or Motive to God; He refpeds not 
a that tire wiſe in Heart (a): And if He did, it was not her 
to be had; David had no Prince- like Qualitys above hi 
Brethren, until atterwatrds; as is plainly intimated in theſe 
Nen The Spirit f be Lord came ton him | from that Day 
orward | (b). af RET oa * 
1 Then 5 Jereny? The Lord ordains. him to be a, Prophet, 
ſets him over Nations and Kingdone's commiſſionates, him 
to Koot out and pull down; To Build, and eig 
Why? What had Jeremy done, that the. Lord Thould:eal 
him to ſo Imperial a Work? Sure no great Matter; for this 
he was ordained to before he was born; Before I formed the: 
in the Belly I knew thee ; I ſandtified thee, and odnined thee a 2 
et: It alſo appears by his own Confeſſion how unmet he 
was for ſuch a Work, and how unwilling; I cannot ſpeak, fo 
OF, e 7 
Another Inſtance N be Cyrus : This Man was decteed to 
a Great and Noble Work. It was, in brief, to deſtroy the 
Golden Moharchy 3 To break in Pieces the Hammer of the 
whole Earth; To teleaſe God's People out of Captivity, and 
to build his Temple; and this was propheſied of him more 
than an Hundred "Years before Cyrus was born. The Lord 
ſtiles him His Anomted, His Ele#, His Shepherd, and One that 
ſhould perform all His pleaſtire: And He calls him by his Nane 


too; which is twice repeated as a Thing to be remark'd; 


And to intorce it the more, He adds a Note of Narr r Ob- 
ſervance; I have called thee\even thee] by thy Name (d). 


— — 


(a) Fob 37: 24. (b) 1 Kam. 16. 13. (e) Jer. l. 3, C. (d) If: 
44+ 28. and 47. I, 2, 3, 4, 5, C, 13« 


M23 
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e Eleftion, 47 
Was Cyr1is thus Chofen, becauſe he would be a puiſſant 
Prince? Or did the Lotd make him puiſſant and victorious, 
cauſe appointed to ſuch a Work? Hear what the Lord 
Himſelf (who beſt knows the Ground of His own Deſigna- 
3 % ion) ſays of Him: Thus ſaith the Lord to His anointed, to 
A will WCyrus, whoſe right hand Thave holden, (i. e. I gave lim Strength, 
nd ts Wand taught him how to uſe it) I will looſe: the Loyns of Kings, 
ek by nd open to him the two-leaved Gates; I will go before hint;— I 
if vil break in pieces the Gates of Braſs, and cut in ſunder the Bars 
tents; f Iron, &c. But what ſhall Cyrus have done, that the great: 
ellem od ſhould do him this Honour?,., He did not ſo much 18 
reigh- now the Lord; which alſo is twice repeated, as a Matter 
ther; Nvorthy our Obſervation, If. 45..3. to 5. Ee 
45 nt Laſtly, Paul: The Lord from Heaven commiſſionates him 
His Preacher General among the Gentiles; to bear His Name 


ve bis efore Kings; To Mawl and Ranſack the Devil's Kingdom; 
theſe Wand to turn the World upſide down : Witneſs his Doings at 


pbeſus, Athens, and other Places: And this he was Called 
0, even while in the Heat of his pexſceuting Fury againſt 
hat Name, which now he is ſent tq-queach;, And that there 
5 him as no Motive on Paul's Part, lumlelf is W itneſs; where 
rc. Npeaking of that his Call, he aſcribes it to the Pleaſure and 
I call wer of God, as much as he doth his Natural Birth, Gal 1, 
YT ths Ws. The Original of all which is couched in that Word, Ute 
d the Ws a [choſen] Veſſel unto Me, Acts 9. 15. | 
a Fu, might alſo bring in the Storys of Samſ»n, Joſiah, 70: 
det he Pntiſt, and others, to the ſame Effect; but that Time would 
al. Now. theſe Inſtances, may not be yalued as Hiſtorical 
eJations only; (that would be tog,narrow a Meaning for 


ed to Ibem) but according to the Scripture Way of inferring, ant 
Jy the Mmproving to Spiritual Uſes ; and ſo they will be a good 
of the Mreparatory Proof of the Buſineſs. in Hand. For if there be 
7 and Aection Perſonal unto Things of leſs eminent Concern- 
mom ent; and that ſo long before fome of the Perſons were in 
Lord eing: If alſo, there be an #/oluteneſs in God's Decrees coy- 
e that Waning theſe; How muh more in Matters of Eternal Werght! 


nd it the Lord did not. look ot of Hef tor the ci 
nſideration on which He ſclected tho: Perſons to their 
freral Honours, and Atchievements; (and 11 He bad, He 
lould have found none) much leſs can 1:letiona to Eternal 
loation, and Union with Hiniſe!?, be fuunled in the Crea- 
te, Doth God take Care for Owen? From ite leſs to the 
ler is a Scriptuta! Way 0; Arguing, and proves oy: 


i 
| 
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48 5 A Practical Diſcourſe 
I come now to a more Direct and Poſitive proving the Pra 
ſition 3 wherein my preſent Scope is not ſo much to pt 

hat there i] an Election; as Mat this Election is; viz, Hoy 

it is Qualified and Circumſtantiated: And this Reſpefts l 

Oljects of Eletion, with the Manner, Time, and Motives g 

it, And yet, as introduttive to theſe, it may be expedieg 

to touch on the Other; And ſo (tor the clearer Dil if 
thereof) I caſt the Propoſition into Six Branches: 


that fs 
en Ve. 
ſels ot 
them t 


I, 
choſen; 
vr the? 
World, 


| to know 
I. That there i an Eleftion of Men to Salvation; Wot] al 
II. That this Election is Abſolute. (who \ 
III. That it 5s Perſonal: _ 
IV. That it is from Eternity. | 111 ka 
V. Thar the Elell were choſtn in Chriſt. 105 
VI. That Election w founded upon Grace, of * 
| Theſe being made good by Poſitive Scripture, or Ati ing fr 
ments taken thence; it will not much concern us what iff eth i: 
alledyed to the contrary: They are of the deep Things off Noot: 
God, and diſcoverable only by Scripture Light; and th therefo 
tore in vain are they brought to other Touchſtone; f Er. 
who hath known the Mind of the Lord, or can; but Fight 
Himſelf hath been pleafed to reveal it? | ih 


I. There is an Eleftion of Men to Salvation: 


That is, there are Some, a certain Remnant, that ſhall! 
ſaved; and this by Virtue of Election. 

This is clearly implied in thoſe noted and compendiat 
Senter.ces, Veſſels of Mercy, afore {or ared\ unto Glory (e): Ti 
[Hle#:on] Bath obtained (f): The Lord added to the Church ſu 
as | ſhould be ſaved) (g): And as many as were Fordained]! 
Eternal Life, leliered (h): But 2 expreſly, in Rom. 11. 
There is a Remnant according to the [| Ele&19n of Grace: ] 1 Thi 
5. 9. God hath not | appointed) us unto Wrath; but | to ot 
Salvation :] and 2 Thefl. 2. 13. God hath from the beginning [> 


fer) you to Sa Vat ion, &c. And theſe are called The Election, | (a) | 
Party of Elec Ones; as thoſe Circumciſed,are called the Circu “. 55 
Wen and the Angels that Zed, are dftinguifbed from 1 (1) © 

e) Rom, * , Rom. 11. 7. As a. 47. (h) 4 y) 
; 0 % 9.23. (f) 7. (8) 47: ( 5 75 


thi 
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bat fel, by the Title of Elec. They are alſo ſaid to be cho- 
i Veſſels, and Veſſels of Mercy; as thoſe that are left, Veſ- 
2. Heals of Vratb, and Sons of Ferdit ion: The Scripture {till (ets 
pets ¶ them forth by diſtinguiſhing Characters. 


0ttves of 


1, As a Party ſeparate from the World, I (Cays Chriſt) have 
choſen you out of the World (1): I pray not for the World, but 
them which thou haſt given me (k) ; and They are nut of the 
World, even as I am not of the World(1): Unto [you] it ij given 
* to know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God; but unto | them with- 
n. out] all things are done in Fables (m). Of Jacob and Eſau, 
(who were an evident Type of this Separation) it is (aid to 
Rebekah; Two Nations are in thy Womb,and two manner of Pra- 
ple(n): And of Jacob's Poſterity; The People ſhall dwell alone, 
ond ſpall not be reckoned a the Nations (0): And This Fe- 
e (ſays God) have I formed for my ſelf (p): Thefe are the People 
of His Holineſs ; The reit are Adverſaries(q). 

2. As Men of another Race, or Kindred; and as {pring- 
ing from another Root. We are of God, and the whole Wor 
lieth in Wickedneſs (x): (Or, in that Wicked One, as their 
Root and Head :) He that u of God, heareth God's Word; Ye 
therefor hear them not, becauſe ye are not of God (s). The ona 
_ ars ſaid to be Children of Light; the Other, of the 
i Night (t): The One of God; the Other of the World(u)- 
The One is from Above; the Other from Beneath(x): God 
ls the Father of the One; The Devil, of the Other (y). 

3. As Men ſubject to another Head. We are thine, ys the 
Church to God) T bou never heareſt Rule over them (zx: All that 
ſhall e Father giveth me (ſaith Chriſt) Hall come to me(a): My 
— bear my Voice; I know them, and they follow me; And a 


endio ranger they will not ollow (b): And this becauſe, One iu 
(e):1 their Maſter, even Cbriſt (o): Of others, he ſaith, that they 
urch fa vill not come unto Him (d. The one Party are Followers of 
ined] tbe Lamb, the other of the Prince of Darkneſs, led Captive by 


him at his Will. 

4. As belonging to Another World. The good Seed are the 
Children of the Kingdom (e); And they are diſtinguiſhed 

(i) John 15. 19. (K) John 17. 9. (I) John 17.16. (m) Mark 
4. 11. (n) Gen. 25. 23. (o) Numb. 23. 9. (p) Iſa. 43. 21. 
(q). ch. 63. 18. 1 Pet. 2. 9. (r) 1 John 5. 19. (8) John 8. 47. 
(t)1 Theſſ. 5. 5. (u) 1 Jobn 4. 4, 5, 6. (x) John 8. 23. 
(y) John 8. 41, 42, 44. (z) Iſa. 63. 19. (a) John 6. 37. 
(b) John 10. 3. (c) Mat. "IL 8. 9 5.40. (e) Mat. 2 


m. 11, 
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from the Children of this World, as 4 Party dccounted wort 
zo obtain the World to come (f): And accordingly we find, Thy 
none are admitted into the New Jeruſalem, but whoſe VA 
were found written.in the Book of Life (. And whole Nau 
foecer was not written there, was caſt mito the Lake of fixe(h) 
On the ſame Account, Judas is ſaid to go to his owl Place(i) 
And the Ele, into the Mig dom prepared for em (K). I ſha 
bring but one only Argument tor Proof” of this Branch; (ary 
it is of that Weight, that there needs not another: ), :# 
That except the Lord had thus reſerv'd à Remnant, no Fldh 
hid been taved: The whole World would Ware been as Sohn; 


Vn. 1. 2. 3 10 ; 
II. Eleftion is Abſoture. 


In Lis are Two Things of great Import; Irevocableneſs ant 
Lidependency. The Decree is Hretacable on God's Part, and 
Fudetendent as to Humane Performances. The Lord wil 
not go back from his Putfoſe to fave his people; Nor fhal 
their own Unworthineſs, or Aberfłneſs, ſuake vid, Or bin 
His moſt Gracious Inteiidment. And hence thoſe various 
Expreſſions of the Came Thing (viz. Predeftutate Or dai, Heym, 
Aefoint) have nothing ſubjoyn'd that is like a Conditional, 
T1:re is indeed 2 Kind of Conditions tor rather Quizlifict 
tions) that muſt, and always do, ' Ptecede the finil Cont 
pleatment of Election; as Repentamee towards God, and Fail 
towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt : Which therefore may be vll 
Convitionals of Salvation; but not'foto Het ion. 

Election is the great Fundamental Piſi ute: f he Gofpel: lt 
is That which in Humane States is Calbd the Supreme” Lam; 
which is bath reverſible in it ſelf, and requires that ll f 
Feriour Adminiſirations be accommodated thereto: So the Salve: 
tion of God's Elect, being the bigheſt Law Of the Heavenly 
State and Kingdom; mult on the ſame (and firmer) Ground 
remain I1oiolable, It is That for which all Things. elfe 
have their Being; The Plot whereby God deſigns to himſelt 
the Higheſt Glory, and for which he Wath been at uch Caf, 
that ſhould his Deſignment miſcarry, the whole Creation 
could not countervail the Dammage. He could not there 
tore (tor God cannot deny bimſclf) I ſay, He could not 


(h) Arr. 


20% It 


{0 


) . 20. 35. (8) Retr. 21. 27; 
(i) 44, 1. 25. (K) Mntth, 25. 35. 
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of Election. Fl 
o coutrive the grandeſt Deſign of His Glory, as that it 
Hould ever need to be Revoked or Altered: Nor could 
He leave it obtioxtous to Diſappointment ; as it muſt have 
been, it ventured on a Created Bottom: Yea, it behoved 
Him, as Supreme Lawgiver, ſo to determine and ſubjugate 
, that the Great End of all might remain mfuſirable. 
And thus any prudent Founder of a State would do, if the 
„ -: utmoſt or bis Skill and Power would extend to it: But 
0 Fe from their Defectiveneſs in theſe, the beſt founded States 
eon Earth are ſubjec to Mutation: Princes die, and their 
oughts periſh; Their Minds alter and depart from their 

firſt Intendments; Succeſſors drive a contrary Intereſt; un- 
Jook'd for Accidents entangle them; Forreign Enemies en- 
N ccoach upoit them, and obſtruct their Work: Or the People's 
anon Folly .may be ſuch, as to marr and defeat the beſt laid 
rt. anal Digns for their own good. Humane Affairs are expoſed to 
ü wi Thouſand Inc idents, which humane Prudence can neither 
Ir ſhall 2 nor provide againſt. But with God it is not ſo; 
No Event can be New to Him; He declares the End from the 

vation 2gining (1): His Judgment and Purpoſe cannot alter: He 
* wü, F one mind, and who con turn Him m)? He is alſo Immor/a!, 
105 fal. ind the Thoughts of His Heart ſtand faſt to all Generations (a): 
11i8cs No Creature can clude it ſelf trom His Government ; Dr 
Con: Bs Hand # the Soul of every living thing (o): Yea, the moit 
d Faih aun! (to us) and oppoſite Emergencys, are by His Power and 
Ane Vifdom, redugible to His Purpole z and cannot reſiſt their 
I being made ſubſerwient to His Will: And this mi be one 
pel: [t Reaſon, why Election is fo often ſud to be fom the eg u- 
i ung, and fom the Foundation of the Mold; dia. To ſhew, IA. 
$11 M vhatever ſhould be in Time, ſhould be ſubordinate to Ele 71- 
$3, which is all one as to make it AVſolute. Aud turth rr, 
aventy Luis 4iſolutenrſs may be evinced by ſuch Arguments as thete, 


5 elle ty. I. If Ele&ion were not Abſolute, it would be but af.cr 
inſet the Covenant of Works: Which being Conditional, how fin 


„ C, Vas it broken, even by One who had Power to keep itYAud 
cation I Man in that Honour did not abide in it; how ould he 


Now, when fo ſtrong a Biaſs is grown upon his Heart, that 
runs Counter ever ſince (p)? If there had been a I. h iv 
tat could have given Liſe, RizFeouſuſs ſhould have been by the 


— — — 


there- 
d not 


(1) Iſa. 46. io. (m) Job 23. 13. (n) Hal. 33. 11. ( Jol 
15. 13. 5 Ce. C. ©. | 
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Law (q): Which ſhews, that the New. Covenant does mon 
tor us than the Old; for it giveth Life; and then it muſt give 
the Performance of the Condition which that Lite depends u 
on: It alſo ſhews that the firſt Covenant did not give Life; 
and that it fail'd becauſe it was Conditional. The Law ſhe 
our Duty, but gives not wherewith to perform it: The 
New Covenant does both, by writing the Law in the Heart, 
All under the Covenant of Works, are without God, without 
Chriſt, and without Hope (r); and this, becauſe Strangers to 
the Covenant of Grace, or Grace of Election. If theretor 
the Elect ſhall be in a better Condition than before; their 
Ele tion muſt be Abſolute: And that it might be ſo, the New 
Covenant was made with Chriſt on their Behalf ; and 1s that 
Grace given us in Him, before the World began (s). 


4g. II. Ele%ion muſt be Abſolute; becauſe whatever can be 
ſuppoſed the Condition of it, is a Patt of the Thing it ſelf: 
Much like that Promiſe of God to Abraham, To thy Seed wil 
T give thu Land (t). In which Promiſe, the Lord under- 


takes as well to give Abraham a. Seed to inherit that Land, a | 


that Land to his Seed: And r find, that th 
next Head of that Seed was born by Virtue of the Pre 
Miſ (u): So, the whole Courſe and Series of Things condu 
cing to the final Accompliſhment of Election is included in 
it, and aſcertain'd by it; and that with ſuch Firmneſs and 
Security, as it the End it (elf had been attain'd, when the 
Decree was made; as (namely) Redemption from Sin, Ef 
fectual Calling, and Perſeverance to Glory; (of which more 
fully under thoſe Heads :) Which alſo ſeems to be the Mean 

ing of the Apoſtle, where he makes Eternal Life it (elf to be 
the Subſtince of the Promiſe (x). 


Arg. III. It muſt be Alſolute, becauſe by ſuch an Electiot 


only, can Salvation be Hf d. This Bottom Adam had not in 


his Primitive State: He was made upright, but his cont innig 
in that State, depended upon his well uſing of what he had 
without any additional Help. In him may be ſeen the ut 


moſt that created Grace, of it ſelf, can do, even in a State of 


Terfection; unto which being left, How ſoon did he dege 
nerate, and come to Ruin? And all his Poſterity woul 


DL —_—_— . — ͤ— W——————— 


(g) Gal. 3. 21. (r) Eph. 2. 12. (s) 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 1.2 
(t) 22 12. 7. (u) Gal. 4. 23, 28. (x) 1 John. 25. 1 
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mon ve run the ſame Courſe, if placed in his Stead; as we 
i gire l How they have done, (One by One) notwithſtanding all 
ds un. the Helps which are given in Common unto Men. And 'tis 
e Life no Wonder, ſince Now they have ſoſtronga ent unto Evil, 
v ſhews ſl whicly Adam had not. And if there be any Advantage caſt in, 
t: Thel (which ſome do affirm, and call it the New Covenant) the 
Heart. more is our Doctrine confirm'd: For, the more Helps they 
without have, if yet they fall ſhort, (as they do) the more evident 
gets tofſſit is, That nothing ſhort of ſuch an Election will ſecure 
eretor them. An —4 of this we have in the Old World; 
; their vbho, by all their Natural Ingenioſity, and long lives to im- 
1e New prove it, together with Noah's Sixſcore Years Pre ching, and 
is tha the Spirit's ſtriving, were not led unto God; but ſtill grew 
om bad to worſe, until all the Imaginations of their Heurts 
vere only evil, and that continually 03 And this was not 
can bell the Caſe only of ſome; but of the whole Race univerſally: 
it ſelf $41 Fleſb bad corrupted his way (29. It is true, that Nah was 


ed vill found Righteous $'aud as true it is, that Elecſion was it that 
under made him ſo. Noah found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord (a), 
and, ul in the Came Senſe that Taul obtained Mercy (,; Scil. By 
hat the Mercys obtaining, or taking hold of him. It may alſo be 


ge ſen in the People of Iſrael; who, over and above their 
dondu- mon, or Natural Grace, had many Helps and Additions 
uded in that others had not: The Lord dealt not ſo with any Nation, 
eſs ani © with them (c); And yet, the Generality of them ſo bad, 
hen the That they juſtified their Siſter Sodom (d). | 

in, Ef- The firſt Covenant thus failing; ſuch was the Grace of 
h moreſt cur Lord (foreſeeing it,) as to determine of a Second, or New 
Mean Covenant; by which He would fix and ſecure a Remnant, 
F to be and that Iifallitly: And hence it is termed, The Covenaut of 
Grace, as not depending at all upon Works; and Thu is 
that Grace that Saves, and Reigns to Eternal Life (e). And 
Pe&ion eſe are the ſure my of David, recorded in the 55th of 
not in Haiab: It is the Abſoluteneſs of it, that makes it a Better 
it inuin enant. | | 

he hal 4g. IV. There is the ſame Reaſon for the Aſoluteneſs of 


the ut Hex's Flettion, as of Chriſt's, That Man, or Humane Body, 
tate Oi which the Second Perſon was to Aſſume and Unite to Him- 


dege 1 5 = 1 


woul — N 
(y) Gen. 6. 8. (2) Gen, 6. 12. (a) Ver. 8. (b) 1 Tim. | 
1. 2 16. (c) Pſalm 147. 19, 20. (d) Erik. 16. 51, (e) Rom. 9 
5. „ 1. Eph, 2+ 53 8. A 
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ſelf, was not Ordain'd to that Union, upon any Condition 
Whatever; as (namely) It He ſhould tuljl all Rigliteouſneſs; 
deſtroy the Devil; ditolve his Works, and make Attone- 
ment tor Sin; For theſe He could not have done. without 
that Union: And that His Ordination thereto was A/ſolut, 
Apfears by Heb. 10. 5. A Body haſt Thou. prepared Me. And 
Luke 1. 35. That Holy Thing which ſhall be porn of. thee, ſhall q; 
called the Sou of Cod. Matth. 1. zI. He ſpall ſave His People 
oni their Sins. In which Places the Alſoluteueſs of the Le 
ce tor that Man's beiug United to the Son ot God, is evi 
deut ly ſet torth. And That our Election (as to his Cir- 
cumitance of it) holds Proportion with that ot Chriſt, ye 
will ſce more fully atterwards: Täke only (at preſent) 
thoſe gracious Words, which, doubtleſs, He uttered with 
great Satisfaction to Himſelf, in the 17th of John, Thou by 
loved them, as Thou haſt loved Me, Ver. 21. | 
Aro. V. It was requiſite that Election ſhould be Aſolute, be- 
caule of the d4/ſoluieneſs of God's Decree touching the Dea 
Ot His Son; unto which He was tore-0rdained-wnrepeals 
bly : Alid all that were ſaved before He ſuffered, were (a 
ved on the Credit of that Decree (g)). The Scripture alſo 
{avs plainly, That He was the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation 
the World (hi, and that it was not poſſible that Cup ſhould paſs 
from Him (i). And if it he a Thing below the Prudence 
of Alen, to lay down the Price without ſecuring. the Puts 
Chaſe: Then ſurely, the Wiſdom of God could not determine 
the Death of His Son, for Men's Salvation; and vet leave 
the Salvation of thuſe very Men at an Uncertainty, which it 
muſt have been, if their Election were not Abſolute. - 1 - 
Arg. VI. Laſtly, ſt might alſo be argued from the Nature. of 
Divine Prom:ſes; which are Taiterns, or Declarative Copysof 
the Decree, Now, the Promiſes touching Spiritual Bleſſings are 
Abſolute 5 They are ot that Word which is for ever ſettled in 
Heacen (K). See the Promiſes of ſending Chriſt to be a Re- 
deemer (/); The Holy Ghoſt to ſanctiſie and lead into all 
Truth(m); To ſprinkle clean Water upon them; To give 
them a New Heart 5 To cauſe them to walk in his Statutes ; 
That he will be their God, and they ſhall be His Pe oj le, 
and ſhall not depart from Aim (n); That if they Sin, He 
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will Chaſuſe them with the Rods of Men, but His Fverlaſt- 
ing Kindneſs He will not take tro m them (o); And that at 
luſt He will preſent them f aultlef's before the Preſence of Hu Glo- 
„(p. Theſe all, with others of like Tenour, are delive- 
fed in Poſitive and Abſolute Terms, without any Shew of 
Reſervation, Proviſo, or Condition. And if theſe (which are 
Tranſcripts ot the. Decree) be Abfolure 3 it follows, That the 
Necree alſo is the ſame, 

tle ſtands, when he challengeth all the World to nulliſte 
God's Election (); Which he conid not have done, had 
not Election been Socerngν Ae. | 


* 


nd on this Grund it 15 the Apo- 


m. Election is Perſonal, And 
IV. Ii 15 from Eternity. 1 20 


Theſe Two I put together in Proof, becauſe they are fre- 
quently Hy ned in Scripture. It was not che whole Lump of 
Mankind that was the Object of Election; neither Was 
Election (as ſome (peak) a Decree to Elect ſuch as mould ha- 
pen to be 28 and ſo. qualinled: Fut, certain determinate 
Perſons were choſen by Name, Or flngled out from among 
the Reſt, and'Ordaiued to Eternal Lite, Our Savigur 1t11&s 
them the Men that were given H im [out] of the World (r): 
And they were given Him by Name, as well as Number; 
and by thoſe Names he knows them (J. It is not unworthy 
our deepeſt Reſentment, How the Lord-takes Notice ot the 
Nawes of His People; 35 intending it (duubtlets) 4 Signal 
Token of the ſpecial Regard, He hath to their Per(0115- He 
theretore tells 40, 1 know thee by thy Name (t). It 15 an ap- 
propriating. of chem to Himſelr: 1/a. 43+ J. I have called 
hee by thy Name, thou' art mine. Somsuumes alſo hen He calls 
to thoſe He eminent Ly OWNS, He doubles, their Name by Re- 
petition ;- Hhus to his Friend Abrohanmy Gen. 22+ 1 . To A 
bis Servant, Hxod. 3. 4. and others, But L find no Iittaude 
of His ſo ſpeaking to ober Men: And.thelr, [ ſuppote, ate 
tecorded, as worthy oEfpeciak Rematk ; and that tun light 
Matter, ( much leſs tobe. Goſibkd at, sik is oY (ome trothy 
Sitits). That the Fleck war chor Name ; and th 
their Names ale written in Hank! Ajid that I Vas brant- 


4 


SEN OKLIPESOE 
we (1) John 17. C. (8) John e. be 
2 0 


* Won 


Exotle 33. 17. 
a ad 


— ̃ on 


36 A Practical Diſcourſe 
afted f om Eternity, is evident from n 17. 23, 24. Eph, 1, 
4. Kev. 13. 8. and 1 1 8. and other Scriptures. 

The Perſonality of Elettion, with its Eternity, may be exin. 
ced by ſuch Arguments as theſe. 


Are. I. From the Example of Chriſt's Election. It was n 
a Perſon Uncertain, that was to be Lord and Griſt; but, i 
Second Perſon in Humane Nature: And this * M te 
ſuſtain'd trom Everlaſting (u). Nor was it Any Budy, which 
He might aſſume, but that very ſame Numerical Body, thy 
was prepared for Him (x). And thu very Perſon He loved bs 
fore the Foundation of the World (y). It is worthy Obſer 
tion, how particular the Decree was, even in Things Circun. 
ftantial to our Lord Chriſt; as that He ſhould come of A 
ham's Stock; of Judab's Tribe; of David's Lineage; be 
conceived in a Virgin; Born at Bethlem; and this, when 
the Scepter was departing from Judab; That He ſhould be 
Buffeted; Scourged 3 Spit upon; Hanged on a Tree; Hi 
Hands and His Feet yierced ; That Gall and Vinegar ſhouli 
be given Him to drink; That a Bone of Him ſhould not 
be broken; (even while on both Sides of Him others wer the 1. 
That His Garments ſhould be parted, and Lots caſt on Huf © h 
Veſture; As alſo, That He ſhould riſe again the Third Day, Eth, 
c. And that theſe were all Decreed, appears by the Pro- 
pheſys of them; which are the Decree exemp/ifiea, or draun . 
out of the Regiſter. As touching His Reſurrection, it is Cid} 5 1 
expreſly in Pſalm 2. 7. I will declare the Decree And tte 
ſame is as true of all the Reſt, And if the Election of the 


Head was Perſonal and from Eternity ; why not theirs that Us. 
ſnould make up His Body, fince They did as really exiſtThn,ſ 84 8 
as the Humane Nature of Chriſt did ? Beſides, it was ven « 1 
agreeable, That He and They ſhould both be appointed - may 
gether ; For, He could not be an Head, but with Reſpect to * 
a Body And that they were expreſly determin'd of, apye: 3 
by Tſalm 139. 16. In thy Book were all my Members ritt ir it 


when as yet there was none of them, If you ſay, that was meant 
of David's Members; I anſwer, That if God thought theo 
Members of an Earthly Body worthy His Regiſtring ; He 
could not be leſs cular. and -exa&, abour the My ii 

Body of His Son Beſides, David was His Type. 


— 


5 (u) Prov, 8. 23.—— 31. 1 Pet. 15 29. (x) Heb. 10. 5 — 


Hal. 40. 7. (y) John 17. 24. cu © 
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Chriſt alſo was Ordain'd to be a Saviour, and that by His 
Drath; and both fom the Foundation of the World (a): It was 
therefore expedient, Then alſo to be determined, how ma- 


, and who in particular ſhould have Salvation by Him. He 
was not to die tor Himſelf : But for thoſe whoſe Security He 


undertook. Now, it is not a Thing proper, to fond of Sev 


eurity, or Bail, but with Reſpe& to a Debtor or Offender; and 
that Debtor or Offender muit be known too, and Named ; or 
elſe,the entring of the Bail is an inſignificant Act; eſpecially, 
where the Surety bath no Debt or Default of his own to 
charged with. Our Lord and Saviour did not make His 
Soul an Offering for ſome=bodys Sins, but uncertain whoſe, 
udn knew whoſe Treſpaſſes he ofter'd for; their Names 
were graven on his Breaſt-plate: Not their National Name, 
or Qualification, (viz. 1ſraelite, or Believer) but their Perſona! 
Names, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, — $9 had our Great High 
Prieſt, or He could not have made Attonement for us: And 
that Place (Rev. 13. 8.) 2 at the ſame Time for both. 
Thoſe Words ¶ From the Foundation of the World| do refer as 
well to the e NN Names in the Book of Life, as to 
the Lamb's being flain; as is evident from the 8th verſe of the 
17th Chap. where deciphering thoſe who ſhall wander after 
the Beaſt, he ſays, they are ſuch whoſe Names were [not 
written in the Book of Life, [ from the Foundation of the . 

as were theirs who followed the Lamb, and whom God ha 
fom the beginning choſen to Salvation (b). 


Arg. II. The Deſign of God in the Death of Chriſt, could 
not otherwiſe be ſecur'd. Had the Deſign been, to Purchaſe 
Salvation for Beljevers, without aſcertaining the Perſons that, 
ſhould believe; it had been uncertain whether any ſhould 
be ſaved, becauſe uncertain whether ay would believe. If 
Certain that ſome would believe; this Certainty muſt be De- 
creed; For, Nothing future, could be certain otherwiſe, And 
if it was Decreed, that Some ſhonld believe; the Individuals 
of that Some muſt be Decreed alſo: For, Faith is the Gift of 
God; and could not be foreſeen in any, but whom He had 
Decreed to give it unto. Which laid together, are a good 
Demonſtration, that thoſe Chriſt ſhould die for, were as well 
Pre-ordained; as that He ſhould die for them; and that de- 
pnitely, and by Name, | 1 
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Avg. III. It may further be Argued, from the Father's Pre 


paring a Kingdom'from the Foundation of the World, and e 
or Places if it. To prepare the W 43 of this Argument: Cob. 


- 


fider the Punctuality of God's Diſpotements in Things of 


_ ; Very. - , Ae (1 
Lower Concern : He did not Create the Earth in varn : (i. e. + 


to ſtand empty and void, at its firſt Formation) Nor thy wy 
Jjeveral Quarters thereofto be Inhabited andefinirely, by fol , 
Nation or Other, who* ſhould happen to get Pofleſſion gf V. 
them : Put, He divided to the Nations their Inheritance, any ſe 
he lou undi of their Halitation (c): Mount © Seir was given to I w 
Efau, and Ar to the Children of Lot (d): Each Nation hag 4 Me, 
its Limits ſtaked out, and this fom the days of vid. * Andy 7 0 
we muy diſtinguiſnh of Acts in God, and of Time 1 nEteriuty; f 4 Te 
His Purpote to form aud bring forth theſe Nations muit zee.” H 7 
be as early, as to Create amd furniſn thoſe: Parts of the 3 

World which they thoutd, Inhabit. Ny, Earthly Settle. 5. = 
ments being of trivial Moment to the Heavenly Manſions; * 


it ſeems a good Conftequent, That it yet particular Natiom 
were fure-appointed for particular Provinces on Earth; 
much more thoul# particular Perſons: be defign'd for thoſe th 
particular Manſions in Heaven © And, if either were aj hole 
pointed firſt ; it mnuſt be the Pn; Por, the Sabbath wa 
made for Man, and not Man for the Saptath. Heaven was made Who 44; 
at the Beginning of the World; but Election wu before. 
The Domeſticks f God's Houſe, or Place of Glory, ite 
3 ſacred State or Order of Kings and Prieſis; and each In- 
dividual Perſon hath his Place or Apartment ſet out tor 
him. Thoſe Glorious Places were, nct prepared'tor Balic- 
vers indefinitely ; but for certain Determinate Perſons particu- 
Lirly : The Twelve Apoſtles {hall have their Twelve Thrones, 


% Q 
rds a] 


Means, 

nto: 
pheremn 
| Heth! N e piſtle: 
and each One his Own. This is evident” by our Saviour Nin 6 
Anſwer to the Mother of Zehedees, Children; To fit on ny — N 
right hand, aud on my left, is not Mine 1 give; but ſhall be W: is an 
nden to them for Im; it is preparet” of wy Father (e): R Neon - 
for Relizvers mdefinitely, why not for theſe Two Brethren, Noe 5 
eſpecially ſince they firſt made Requeſt for them? "The Nuir C 
Truth is, thoſe Places were not now to be diſpoſed of; it . 18 

was determin'd wo fhould have them, long before, even Nuove“ 
Fom the Foundation of the World (H. The Scope of this An- ould 


— — 


3 "Hh, td h; 

(o) Deut. 32. 8. As 17. 26. (d) Deut. 2. 5, 9. (e) Mtb. Nad R. 

20. TJ. (f) Marth. Ty. 34+ 0 . FI wo 
. - 1 f mn 1 . vw 
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x was not tò ſhew, that the Places requeſted for, were pre- 


bad tor Beliecers indefinitely; (tor theſe were Believers 


%o made Requeſt for them) but that they were appoint- 
iſ 1 fr certain particular Perſons, and they mult have ther, 
Ce lach might be added, in Confirmation hereof; But, b 
5 age (1 hope) it is clear, that Eledion is Perſonal and from 
50 th 2 1 | I” * 7 c 

[ode v. Election is in Chriſt : Or, The Flect were Choe 
10N of | . 1 5 9 8 


ſen in Chriſt. 


It was requiſite, the N Covenant ſhould have an Hea 
and Mediator, as well as the Old; That Righteoufneſs a 
Lit: might flow from. Him into all the Elect Sed, as Sin 
aud Death had done from Adam: In Which Keſpett, Chriſt 
and He are ſet forth as Parallels, in Kumans 3, rrom ver 12. 
of = Wo21. The Benefits which the Elect were Choſen unto, 
ett hey are made Partakers of by their Union with Chriſt? He 
018; WM: the Root in whom the Fulneſs dwells. Not only the Foun- 
lou N on which the Church is built; but the Rock which af- 
D. all the Spiritual Materials of the Heavenly Temple; 
ren the Cement that holds one Part to another, and. the 


7. Whole to Himſelf; and this by Virtue of the Decree. * For, 
1 nee are to conſider, that there is a Derretide Union betore 
Sn. de dual; and the One influenceth the Other into Beings 
re. 


and that as really, as the determined Death of Chriſt dl 


ste he Salvation or Thoſe who died before Him. Thou 


1 In- brit be not the: Cauſe of Election; yet He is the Gran 
ut tot Wiſeans, by whom we Obtain the Blefleunels we were Choſen 
oo nto: By Him it is, that We have Ac into that Gracg: 
int icu- 


pherein we ſtand, Rom. 5. 2. And wein 111d, that th 
Epiſtles generally, when they ſpeak of the vreat Things, re- 
ating to Salvation; do ſtill bring in Chriſt as the Perſon 
mucpally concern'd about it. Salvation (indeed) is 4 Giff, 
it is perlectly free; yet not to be had, but in Chriit: Te 10 4 
ra 


e): | ſt on 1s thro' His 'Righteouſneſs + As by Ones' Diſobedience 24 

wo ere made Sinners; ſo by the Righteouſneſs of One (by Meang of 

of: 1K heir Oneneſs with Him) Hall many be mad: Rivhteout, Atm, 
4 


18, 19. Mankind (by their Apoſticy in Adam had der 
Moved in themſelves) the whole of that Prihcipls which 
ould have led them to God, as their Lite and Hieſſedhtfs* 
1 had (withabh) contracted ſuch F 
ad Repugnancy io All Overturks- Tr Netuspünf to: , 

Ce Ta) c 


Ty „ 


J 1th. 


rer 
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(And this Gulph was ſo fixed) as would for ever have key 
God and us — had not that bleſſed Proje of Chu 
in Chriſt been (et on Foot to diflolve it. It could not x 
done by any Created. Power; nor could Creatures {> much 
as propound a Way for it: And if they could, who dur 
ſo — — himſelf, as to mention the Thing, which only 
could doit! But, the Great God bleſſed for ever, He find 
out a Way for it: And the Tame Love that Ordain'd tg 
Eternal Life, would alſo put it in ſuch a Way, as ſhould ſurth 
take Effet. And to this End, {viz. that thoſe Ordaiu'd to 
Salvation, might be both Kightfully entituled thereto, and 
ſucceſsfully brought into it) they were put into Chriſt by, Ek 
ction: He was the Chief and Eminent Elz& One; the Firſt-hbori 
and Prince of the Family; and all the Ele# beſides were g. 
ven to Him, as younger Brethren, to be maintain'd upon 
His Inheritance, It is plain to him that reads, that the whol, 
of Salvation was laid upon Chriſt; That he bears up the 
Pillars of it; and that all Shoulders elſe had been too 
weak: He is both the Means and Center, by Whom, and i 
Whom, God will have all Things gathered together in one, 
He was made God with us, that we * be made One in 
God; as appears by the Scope of His Prayer in the 17th of 
John, In Him the Father is well-pleaſed ; and out of Hin 
there is nothing pleaſing to God, or Eternally good for Men; 
We are therefore ſaid to be Choſen in Hum ( - to be Calle 
in Him (þ); to be Created in Him (i); to G Preſerved in 
Him (e); and in Him to be blefſed with all ſpiritual Bleſ- 
fings (I), Bleſſings in themſelves would not be ſo to us 
if not in Chriſt; And being in Him, all things are turned 
into Bleſſings to us: For, now nothing can come at ut, but 
as coming thro! Him: And whatever ſo comes, is Tintu- 
red by His Divine Excellence, and made Propitious to us: And 
Bereby it is, that the Thing we were choſen unto, is e edualy 
and mfallibly provided for. There be divers good Ons 
and Ends for God's Chuſing the Elect in Chriſt, As, 


Ag. I. That by bringing in Man's Reſtauration this Way, 
He might (as it were 5. e His Great Adverſary, and out- 
ſhoot him in his own Bow : And it well became the Wiſdom 
and Grace of God, Thus to do. The Devil thought, by poyſon- 


(s) Eph. 4 (h Bhi, 3.14. (i) Eph, 2. 10. (k) Jude 
ins 


Lr. 2, (1) Eph, 1. 4. 
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of Election. It 
ww the Root, to Vitiate and Ruin the whole Stock and 
gem, and he tail'd not of his Deſigu. The Lord would 
dere tore Retrieve that Ruin, by putting His Elect into an 
Head uncapalle of Degeneracy; And nut only Recover them, 
ut bring them into a Better Eſtate than that they had loſt : 


He would ſet up a Han that ſhould. be too hard tor the De- 


il; and be able both to deſtroy bim, and diflolve his 
Yorks; And He hath accordingly done it In which Me- 


cod of Man's Recovery, is a great Anſwerableneſs to the 


Method Or his Rum: And it is a Thing the Lord would 
have us to mind; as appears by the Parallel betore-mention- 
ed, Rom. 3. 12,—21. 


Ag. II. That by ſhewing us His Righteouſneſs in the Way 
and Manner of our Recovery; we might the more readily 
ſubſcrive to His Righteouſneſs in the Imputation of Adam's 
din: For, without a Sight and e OE the One, we 
cannot with any Heartineſs ſubmit to the Other. Hence, 
ſome (in their too bold Arguings againſt Election) have al- 
ledged, That what Adam 40, was without their Conſent : But, 
vill they abide by this Allegation? In the Matter of Achan, 
each ſipgle Perſon din the Plice of the whole Nation; and 
ſoon the Treſpaſs of One, Wrath came upon All: Yet had 
not that confident People the Hardineſs to plead, that 
Aban's Act concern'd not them; they did not cunſent to 
it? But Jet them take Heed, leſt while they this excuſe 
themſelves from Adam's Sin; they do not by Parity of Rea- 
ſon, ſeclude themſelves from the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 
ſince the ſetting up of the Second Adam, was as much with- 
out their Conſent, as the Firff. 


4g. III. If the Fle& had not been in Chriſt, the Satis faction 
He undertook for Sinners, could not have avail'd them. As 
Alam's Sin could not have been ours, if not in him: So neither 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriit, if not in Him. Divine Juſtice 
could nut have puniſd Him for us, nor abſolved us thro? 
Him; we could not have been Juſtified and Reconciled by the 
Blood of His Croſs ; had not he ſuſtained our Perſons, and 
ood in our Stead : Another's Act cannot be mine, either in 
Profit or Loſs, if there be not a Legal Oneneſs between us. 
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be ſuppreſt and changed, but by grafting into the True (. 
A Man cannot be Naturally born, but from Adam as his M 
tural Head; and as impoſſible it is to be born ggain, without 
a like Relative Union to'Chrilt as our-Spritnnt Head. Therey 
no being a New Creatute, but by being in Chriſt: They t 
nre jiyncd unto the Lord, (and they only) are vne '.Sp1rit with 
Him, (o). The Branch muſt be in the Vine, betore its 
„can be derived into it: He that ſanctificth, and they 
that are fanctificd, must be One. There muſt be'a Contax, 
4-' Touching of. Him) before this Virtue can, come tron 
im: For, the Promiſes being all made to Chriſt, (p) c- 
not deſcend to us, but as being in Him; 'tis That makes u 
Heirs Ot Promiſe: The Holy Ghoſt, in whom all Promiſes ate 

virtually contain'd, is ſhed upon uw through Jeſus Chriſt (9), 
Ag. V. Laſtly, By this Chuſing in Chrift, Salvation it et 
is 1uvincibly ſccur'd; and could not otherwiſe. The Fin 
Adam had but u Conditional Lite; it depended on his own 
Perſonal Obedience, and therefore ſubject to lofing : Ani 
had he kept it, he ewuld have derived to us but the” (ante 
that himielr had; which ſtill muſt have been a mutable 
State: (For, this Adam, while a Publick Perſon, aud & 
tuch, could not he ſaid to be in Chriſt; If he had, ke thould 
not have fell) But the Second Adam hath Lite in Himſelf (i) 
alid that abſolutely: He is the Prince of Life (8), And Im- 
Jlaitation into Him, inſpires His Branches with his Own 
ite: And the Lam of that Spirit of Life in Him, makes fite 
Fom the Law of Sin and Death (t). He that thus hath the 


Sa, hath Life (a), and ſhall have it more abundantly (x). M. 
«arſc He lives, they ſpall lice alfo (y). It's a Bottom that can- 
1:0t 1t:i{carrv ; As chey are fanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo in Hin 
Lbcv arc preſerved . To this End, Ir pleaſed the Father, that 
in Him Hi. kaluwifs dwell (a); and to put thoſe He 
would fare, imo Himas their Head; that being inceſſantly 
Likicnc'd trau an-Imortal Koot, they might eftettually 
Le keyt from withering aud talling: off; and grow up to 
that State and Glory they were deſigned tor by Election. 
bis is the Grand Aeword, £104 Ground.or nur Saftty, That Gd 
path green! to us HE,e4e⁴ Life, and iht Life is m His Sou(v, 
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VI. 


f ü 17 . 1% 
Gn. 3. 16. (0) I,. 3. 16. (r) John 3. 26. ) Ad, z. . 
(t Am. 8. 2. (u) 1 /. 5. 12. (2 Jh. 10. 10. (Y) Joh. 14. 1. 
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VI. That Election is ſounded pon Grace: Or, 


tk Gronud'or Motite of Divine Election is very diſlerent 
m che Manner of Men: For, they commonly pitch up- 


Rece Ot Timbèr, to ine 4 Pillar State: But, thi Lard 
pitches upon ſuch (and ſuch to cluyſe},thupeor, bafe; vrt, 
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Having gone theſe Steps towards the Compaſs and Ex- 
fat of Election; it concerns us to know, where this bruad 
River hath its Head; What Rock it is, that this Immenſe 
Fibrick is built uon; leſt we give the Honour of it to ano- 
tir; Ir indanger Our ſelves by ſettling on a Wrong Fouu- 
ation: To ew which is the Scope of the laſt Purticutar 
luder this General Head: wiz, „ 


Je good, Pleaſure of God's Will, is the only 
Original Canſe and Motive of Election. | 

| eben n 
Het ion is a Promotion that cometh neither from the 
fait, nor from the Weſt, or South, but from God; Who 
He puts downbne, and ſets up anot bor; fo, ſome He chu- 
and others He paſſes by, as ſeemeth Him good; and none 
bn ay to Him, What dock Thou ? Or, Why haſt thou 
udo me thus? For; Eledion, as it alxays ſuppoſech ayreat- 
Number out Of which the Choice is made, fo, au wbi- 
ry Pow et in Him that chuſæth, to chuſe whom He will, 
mMbOiILt giving Account to any, for whit He doth. But, 


on Things, tor ſome Natnyal Aptiefis bt them tor their Wark; 
ey w1ll not take a Knott y, croſs-graiwy, or Wind- haken 


wp Things of the World: the: wotit of Men, and (Hi of 
ers: Ihe Inſtances Gt Pak, Mracfſch, ' lory Mag d. iden 
ad others, make it. evident: And SfEuute, He is pact to 
Wake lively Images Of His Son, and Pillars tor. che Howfe 
7 God J Coluntns:of State 1 ndee& tf whereoa'to wiitglis 
n Name; to manifeſt thereby Hun werttgury; Hi 
ks, Wifdom, Poder, Rigbtearneld, aud Free Ur cet 
Arrnit y. 8 rn 9 4 N o 20) Vie 
Le ord's Wav and Method in brintin- His Suns to Glo+ 
Vis the belt Deaoniration! Gt be Kim Order ofCaus 
s For tho? there be a Concurrency or many Things, as 
wes and Effects, one Of another Vet rt Herve in their 
er, they will til Jead'us up töthe Good Pia urerof God, 
Mi, and Supreme, and  prifedly . Jude e i And this 1 
d the cu ONS Caul of Eletiun,t hut Out all W orks 
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and Worthineſs of Men, from being any Way Cauſal, Infly. 
ential, or Motive thereto; and ſo trom ſharing 1n the Gly 

of God's Grace, which He is very jealous of, and will not W{eribe 
impart to any. The New Trſtament- current runs evidently ue 14 
this Way; making the whole of Salvation, both Means and Whom v 
End, to depend expreſly on the Dione Vill. It is your F Ibat i 
tbers | good Pleaſure) to give you the King dom (c): Thou haſt bi 
theſe things from the V 5A aud revealed them to Babes; For Io both a 
ſeemed good in thy ſght\(d) : 4 Kenmant according to the El 
dio of [Grace] (e, Preceſtinate to the Adoption of Children, for th 
according to the [good pleaſure of His Will] (f) KedemptinWycte a 
alſo, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, according to vthe Riches of [de Lo 
Grace] (g), (the ſame Grace that Elected ;) The making kum Hr., t 
the Myſtery of his I ill; this alſo is according to that | His goal! 

pleaſure) which he had 3 in Hwnſelf (h). Yea, all the 1245 
Operations of God, whether for us, upon us, or by us, they dudes 
All have their Riſe from the ſame Spring, and are carned {Ground 
by the ſame Rule: He worketh all things after the Counſel of keaſo!: 
Hit nn Will] (1). And for the Old Teſtament, you haveWis ſeen 
it ſufficiently exemplified there, in the Inſtances before gi - NS all 
ven ; and eſpecially touching the Ground of God's Love to x 
the People of Iſrael; (who, in that Reſpect, were the Arch- lene; 
type of the Spiritual Election) viz. That His own good plea-Wreſolve 
ſure was the only Cauſe of His chuſing them above other Na- 
tions; le loved them, becauſe He loved them (k). And, which 
15 yet more, the Election of Chriſt Himſelf was of Grace: 
I pleaſed the Father, that in Him, (the Man Jeſus) ſhould al 
Fulneſs dwell, Col. 1, 19. | | 
And good Reaſons there are, why Election ſhould be four 
ded upun Grace; and why it could not, with Reſpett either 
to God's Glory, or the Ele&'s Security, be founded other- 
wiſe. . And, NEL | ; 

Ax. I. Is from the Soveraignty of God; whoſe Will being 
the Supreme Law admits not a Co- ordinacy; much leſs will i 
{tand with Soveraign Power to be Regulated by the Will of 
another. That would be a Contradiction to Soveraignty 
For, that which Regulates, muſt beſuperiour to that which 
Regulated by it. Soveraign Princes (to ſhew their Prerogz 
tive) athrm their Acts of Grace to be of their own meer Mot! 


— —— — 


(e) Luke 12. 32. (d) Luke 10. 21. (e) Rom. 11. 5. (f) H 
I. 5. (g) vere 7. (h) ver. 9. (1) ver. 11. (k) Deut. 7. 8. 4 
9. 4. 3NU IC, IS. | 
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wm: And their Grants are reputed the more Authentick, 
king ſo expreſt. The like we find in Scripture frequently 
cribed to God; That He will have Mercy on whom He will 
have Mercy (I); That He worketh all things (not by Motives 
from without, but) after the Counſel of hu own. Vill (m) 4 
That it ic not of Men's Willing or Runmng ; but of God who 
ebe Mercy (n): And indeed, His own meer Motion was 
both a Nobler and Firmer Conſideration, than any Deſert on 
the Creature's Part, When the World had been drown'd 
for their obdurate Impenitency, the Few that remain'd, 
were as bad as before; and thoſe that ſhould come after, 
the Lord foreſaw would be the ſame. One would think, 
gow, the Natural Reſult of this Experiment ſhould be, Iwill 
werly cut them off, and be troubled with them un more c But, the 
1542 Thoughts are not our Thoughts; He argues and con- 
dudes in another Mode; I will not again any more Curſe the 
breund for Man's ſake. And He is pleaſed to give the ſame 
Reaſon here, why He will not; as before, why He would; as 
ſeen, by comparing Gen. 6. 5, and 7. with Chap. 8. 21. 
& alſo the Inſtance of God's Dealing with Ephraim ; He was 
moth with Him, and ſmote Him'; and Ephraim ſo tar trom 
Rlenting, that He went or frowardly ; Ci. e. ſtubbornly, as 
reſolved in his Courſe) I hid me (ſays the Lord) and was 
a. (o) > This, one would think, if Ephraim had in him but 
1 Spark of ed or Love to himſelt, ſhould have moved 
lim to alter his Courſe : But, what cares Ephraim ! He ſtil 
Kept the ſanie Way; and it was the Way of bu Heart; not an 
conſiderate Pet, or ſudden Temptation; but Natural, and cd. 
All which the Lord ſees and conſiders, and having laid all to- 
ether, Reſolves to heal bim, and Reftore Comforts to hin (p). On 
Other Hand, Thoſe good Souls who feared the Lord, and Ove;- 
the Voice of his Servants; They yet wa'ked in darkneſ;,and had 
Ight (q). Ye may be ſure, They would gladly have wi- 
rito0d their Condition (namely, that they wete ſub a 
lared the Lord: ) Their Will could not be wanting to a 
ing ſo greatly importing their Comtort; nor were ey 
in ſeeking tor it; They walked, though ui the Dark, 

Wt could not walk themſelves out of it; They are ſtill 
they were, they had no Light. By theſe different EA- 
8 —ů— fr . 


(1) Row. 9. 18. (m) Ebb. 1. It. (n) Rom. 9. 16, (o) If. 
5. 18. (P) Ver. 18, (41) Iſa. 30. 10. 
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amples, it is evident, that the Soveraignty of God ſtill 
the Throne, and His Diſpenſements of Merc whether in bu 
poſe or in Act, are not governed by the Wills of Men; 

are Things too low to be Counſellors to God. And if it ꝶ 
thus in Things of a lower Concernment, much more in thy 
great Buſineſs of Eternal Eled ion; which is the ſublimeſt Az 
of Soveraign Power: For, Non- Election is not a Puniſhme 
but the withholding of a free Far our, which God, as Soveraig 
Lord, may juſtly deny to one Sinner, while He gives itt, 
another, And yet, this hinders not, but that every Man, x 
laſt, ſhall be judged according to his Works. 


Arg. IT, Ele4ion muſt be founded onl n Grace, beeauſ 
Grace and Works are inconſiſtent in t ſe of Salvation 
The Scripture is very cautelous of admitting n thing as 
Concomitant with Grace in this Matter; yea although it h. 
a Thing that doth alway accompany Grace, and That without 
which a Man cannot be ſaved. The Apoſtle puts then 

in Oppoſition, and is very intent on the Argument, as 
Thing of great Moment, in Romans 11. Where, firſt he 
ſhews, That amidſt that General Defection of the [wi 
Nation, there ſtill was a Remnant whom God had reſerv'( 
Theſe he terms, The Foreknown, ver. 2. and in the 7th Vaſe be 
calls them plainly, The Election: And then, left any ſhaull 
aſcribe it to a falſe Cauſe (as in that Parallel Caſz he n 
ſembles it to,) viz. That they had not bowed the Knee to Baal; 
but ſtuck to the true Religion when others fell off; he tel 
us, No; their Election was founded upon Grace: And: 
for Works, they had no Place in the Cauſality of it. B 
Grace, he means the free Favour of God, who is not move 
by any thing without Himſelf; But what He does, He dos 
freely, without Reſpe& to Mens Deſert : Nay, their Undeſet 
rather, is an expedient Conſideration in this Act of Grace 
By Forks, I underſtand all that Self-Righteoufneſs, Good 
neſs, Conformity to the Law, or whatever elſe is pertfur 
mable by Men, Theſe (via. Grace and Works) he prove 
as inconſiſtent as Contrarys can be; and that the leaf Mu 
ture would vary the Kind: It but a Scrupie of Works be tak 
in, Grace u no more Grace; For, to bim that worketh, u f 
Reward not reckoned cf Grace, but of Debt, Rom. 4. 4. Grit 
and Faith are well agreed; Theſe both have the ſame Scop 
and End: But Grace and Works have always Claſh'd ; Tit 
. Fetting up of the One, is thz depoſing of the Other: Lithe 
tl 
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11 keen the Ark muſt out, or Dagon down ; one Temple cannot 
inh. bold them both. To the lame Effect is the Dritt of that 

ME Diſcourſe in Gal, 3. It appears from A?s 15. 1. that ſome 


ien there were who taught a Neceſlity of Circumciſion; as 
in tal vithout which they could not be ſaved: Secmingly willing 


they were to admit of Chriſt, ſo they might joyn Cireum- 
ciſion with Him, and I the Law of 2 But, this 


dangerous daubing with Things unmixable, our Holy Apoſtle 
| not Brookz both as reflecting on the Honour of his 
Maſter, and undermining their only Foundation; and there- 
fore, to Keep them from, or bring them off that perilous Quick- 
Band, he tells them expreſly, Theſe Two cannot ſtand together 
in that Matter: For, if they be Circumciſed, they are Debtors 
to the whole Law,and Chriſt i become of none effect to them; be- 
cauſe they are fallen from Grace. It is, as it he had faid,it you 
take in any Part (tho? never ſo little) of Legal Obſervances, 
as nee to your being juſtified, ye torfeit the whole Benefit 
of — . —— : The Grace of Chriſt is ſufficient for you ; 
He is à Saviour compleat in Himſelf; and it you look (tho 
but aſquint) at any thing elſe, it is a renouncing of Him: He 
will be a Saviour altogether,or not at all; And therefore Hg 
tells them again, and that with a kind of Vehemency, That 
if they be circumciſed, Chrit ſball profit them nothing, Gal. 5. 2. 
And as a Man may not put in his Claim for juſtification 
on Account of his Works, ſo neither of his Faith, as if that 
zo Bal were Materially or 1 Cauſal of Juſtification: For, 
he tels Faith it ſelf, as it is the Believer's Act, comes under the 
And i Notivn of a Work. Let us therefore canfider, what Part it 
it. By is that Faith holds in this Matter; leſt while we caſt out 
- moveM Works, as not ſtanding with Grace; we make a Work or: 
He don Faith. It is Faith's Office to make the Soul live wholly on 
Undeſee the Power and Grace of Another; which is to renounce 
Gra Self-ability, as much as Self-deſert : To apprebend har 
Goo Righteouſneſs by which Grace Juſtifies; not only to be ju- 
perfurW -ftifed thereby upon our Pelieving 3 but to work in us, even 
proved bat Faith by 3 we apprehend it (s), He that will be 
ſaved, muſt come, not only as an ungodly Perſon, but as 2 
Man without Strength (f); And as ſuch (ia himſelf) he 
muſt come to be juſtified freely by the Grace of God (). 
Far in Him (only) can he have Strength to believe, even as 


th. uw... — 


(5) Kom. 5-2. (t) Rom, 5. 6. (u) Chap. 3. 24. po 
| 1 1 Right 


fg. III. That Ele gion has no other Foundation, but the 
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Righteouſneſs upon his believing (x): He muſt reckon Him- 
ſelf an ungodly Man, to the very Inſtant ot his Juſtification. 
The Juſt indeed ſhall live. by Faith; but it is not his own 
Faith, or Act of Believing, that he lives, by, though not 
without it; which alſo, ſeems to be the Apoſtle's Meaning, 
where he ſays, The Life that I now toe T tive by the Frith 
the Sau of God: And T Iixe yet not I, hut Ci vit livech in Ae (y). 
Where Note, That, as Faith is the Life of 4 Believer, 10 


| Chriſt is the Life of his Faith; and, he lives on Chriſt, Ly 


Virtus of Chriſt's living'in imm. 
Notwithilanding all which, it is lf. fg and mu 
conſtantly be affirm'd, that Grace and Works will ſtill bet 


gether in the Way of Salvation; (the ohe doth not extin- 


uiſh or exclude the other) only. not as. Callegues or Jo 
auſers thereof; but rather as a Workman! and his Tools which 
himſelf firſt makes, and then works with them. By Grace 


Je ate ſared through Faith; and that not of your ſelves, it i the 
. Gift of God ). Even this Believing or Acting Faculty is 2 
Creature of Grace's raiſing up; and theretore, in the Throne 


tis meet that Grace ſhould be above it. Works (therefor:) 
how good ſoever, are not the Cauſe of Salvation; and if .o, 


ther, not the Cauſe” of Election; for Thi (indeed) is the 
Chic or them both: And Works, if right and truly. good, 
will always be ready to own their Original, and to Keep in 


_ 
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their own Place; Where alſo they will be moſt' Confiders- 


, 
— 


good Pl-aſure of God's Will, is further argued from Men's 


_ neopacity to afford any Ground or Motive to God, for ſuch 
Cult. Adam Rogd not ſo long as to beget a Son imhis firſt 
Image: It. is ſcen by his Firſt-born Cain, 


what allyhis N tu 
ral Seed would Naturally, be. And though ſome do preſume 
to magmhe Man, and to ſpeak of him at another Rate; yet 
©\ident it is, by Seriptute- light, and the Experience of thoſe 
Retewed, taat Mau alen is poor blind, naked, and at Enmity 


; fag al that is truly god; And that he is never more di- 
„n 


from God and his own Happineſs, than while in higb 


., Theushts of bimſelf, glorying' i his own Underſtanding, 
Strength, Worthinefs, Frecdom of Will; Improvement of 


(Common OQracez-and the like + For, theſe make him-proud 


. —  ——_ 
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that of ſpecial Ele ing Grace, which took in but a Rem- 


boa of God, Knew His Will, Approved the T 25 that were ex- 


midſt of all thefe High Attainments, did not teach them- 
ſelves: And where they are ranked together, he proves them 


be, underſtood, until we come to that State wheretn we ſhall 


of Election. 69 


and ꝓreſumptuous, and to have ſlight Thoughts of that ſye- 
cial 4nd peculiar Grace, by which he muſt (it ever) be renew- 
ed and ſaved. But the Lord Himſelf (who beſt knows him) 
reports the Matter quite otherwiſe ;*(and we know thit His 
Witneſs is true,) viz. That all the Imqginations of their Heart 
ar on'y evil continually (a): That their mward part is very 
Wickedieſs (by: That m_ man is brutifh in his knowledge; A.- 
together b1utiſh and fooliſh; yea, even their Paſtors (c), that 
is, (he very beſt and moſt intelligent among them: that 
their Hearts are full of madneſs (dj, Wiſe"to do evil, but 10 
do gcod have no underſtanding, c. (e). And it was not thus 
only with the Gentile Nations, who wer? left to walk in their 
own Way 4 but even with the Jews, Who had ail the Means 
'o becoming better that could be deviſed (f), (excepting 


nant); They were called Jews, Reſleu in the Law, made their 


ellent, Were confident that thry were a Guide of the Blind, and 
Liebt to them that were in darkneſs, Tuſtrutors of the Fe: lifh, 
Teachers of Babes (g). And yet all this while, and in the 


to be All under Sin, None Kighteows, None that unde ſtaudeth, None 
that ſceketh after God, None that doethgoο | No not One] (Ii). 
Lea, this Depravement of Nature was ſo deep and indelibly 
fixed; that the Lord Himſelf tells them, The Blackmoor might 
4 Von change his ep, as they learn d db well (i). All which, 
with abundantly more, beſpeaks a Condition extreamly re- 
Woke from yielding 2 Cauſe or Motive for this Eleſſed 


Ag. IV. IfGog's Love to Men had its Riſe from their Love 
to Him, it would tint have that Singular Eminency in it, that 
is juſtly aſcrib'd' to it: [God ſo lyved the World) ! (K) So us 
not to be expreſt; &, as not to be paraliel'd ; So, as not to 


nw as we are known; nor then neither fully, becauſe it 
is Infinite. By this it is that God's Love to Men is fo high- 
Iy Celebrated; | Herein] is Love; Not that we loved God, bus 


— @—O ———— — — 


(J) Ger, C. 5. (b) Hal. 5. 9. (e) Fer. 10. 8. 14. 21. (d) Ec. 
9. 3. (e) Jer. 4. 22. 09 Iſa. 5. 4. (g) Rom. 2. 7, to 21. (h) Nom. 
3. 105 to 18. (i) Jer. I;. 23. 09 John 3. UG, 


3 that 
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that God loved w(l), And, Behold what manner of love th 
Father bath beſtowed on w (m)? Which ſurely then is not 
after the manner of Men; for, even Publicans do ſo(n); ang 
Sinners love thoſe that love them(o): But to love Eneinys, and 
while Enemys; (as to love a Wife that is an Adultreſs; and 
ſo to love her, as to win her Heart back again) this is God' 
Love to his Choſen. 


But, Notwithſtanding theſe Scriptures (with many others 
ſe-m purpoſely written to obviate ſuch ee er as — 
feign our loving of God, to be the Ground and Motive of Hi 


love to us; Yet, great Ende avcurs there are to Father Ele- 


ction upon foreſeen Faith and Works; which That they call 
the Covenant of Grace, has (they ſay) qualified and capa- 
citated all Men for; and which certain more pliant, mgent- 
os and induſtriaus Perſons (as they ſpeak) would attain un- 
to, by the Helps they have in Common with other Men; 
But, this Pedigree of Election is excepted againſt, as being 
not rightly deduced: For, 1. Men having (in Adam) de- 
veſted th:mſelves of all that was holy and oy the Lord, 
could not fareſee in them any thing of Worth or Defir ableneſs, 
but what Himſelf ſhould work in them anew, and that of 
ure Grace and Favour; For Sin and Deformity could not 
Motives of Love, And, that the Elec (of themſelves) 
were in no wiſe better than other Men, is evident by the 
Scriptures late quoted; where the Holy Ghoſt aſſerting the 
Univerſal Depravement of Humane Nature, exempts not 
Ore, But if ſuch excellent and diſtinguiſhin Qualificati 
ons as Faith and Holineſs had been foreſeen, (and ſo = 
zable to them) the Spirit of Truth wouJd not have Ra 'd 
them Even with the Children of Wrath ( „as he doth. But, 
2. If they were otherwiſe, what coul add unto God? 
Or whereby could they oblige Him? He reſßecteth not any that 
are wiſe of Heart (q). F thau be Righteous, what give thoy 
Him (t)? And who hath prevented Me (ſays the Lord) that I 
foould ret ay him (s)? (i. e.) Who is he that is before-hand with 
God, in doing ought that might induce His Favour? He rt 
gardeth not perſons, nor taketh rewards (t): He is not propt- 
tious to any, for what they can do for Him, or bring to Hun, 


() Jobn 4. 10, (m) 1 John 1 75 (n) Mat. 5. 46. (0) Luks 
6. 32. (p) Eph. 2. 3. (q) Job 37+ 24. (x) Che 35. 7. () Ch. 41. 


Take 


fl, (t, Deut 10, 17, 
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Take Paul for an Inſtance: He walked up to the Light 
he had; was blameleſs; lived in all good Conſcience; knew 
no evil by bimſelf (a rare Degree of Legal Riphteouſneſs! ) 
But, that it was not this moved God to make him a Choſen 
Veſſel, he thankfully acknowledpeth, with Selt-abaſement, 
upon every Occaſion (uv). 3. Faith follows Election: God 
reſpe&ts the Perſon before his Offering. But, was not Abel 
ſpotted as a Believer, and his Offering for his Faith? Yea, 
but that Faith of his was not the Primary Cauſe of God's re- 
ſpefting him. If Abel's Perſon had not been reſpected firſt» 
Abel had never been a Believer : For, Faith is the Work and 
Gift of God; and (according to the Courſe of all Judicious 
Agents) he that will work, muit firſt pitch on the Subject 
be will work upon; and he that gives, on the Perſon he will 
ave unto. Beſides, Abel could do nothing before he believ'd, 
that might move God to give him Faith; For, till then he 
was in the Fleſh, and ey that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
C): Therefore it could not be Abel's þ eſcen Faith that 
was the Cauſc of God's reſpecting him. The Scripture ſpeaks 
oft of Iron- ſinew'd Necks, and Brazen Brows; and of Men's 
teing in their Blood, when the Lord ſaid, They ſhould lice: As 
allo, that God loved Jacob before he had done any good 
thing; and that the Saints love God becauſe He loved them 
But no where of foreſeen Faith and Holineſs, as the 
auſe and Ground of God's Love to Men. 4. Faith and 
Holineſs are Middle Things; They are neither the Found i- 
tion nor Top-ſtone of Election. They ate to Soveraig u Grace, 
s Stalks and Branches are to a Root; by which the Root 
conveys its Virtues into its principal Fruit, Ephef. 2. 8. By 
Grace ye are ſaved [through Frith, 2 Theſl. 2. 13. Choſen 
lo Salvation [through] Sandtification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
Truth, They are no more the Cauſe of Election, than the 
Means of an End are the firſt Cauſe of Purpoſing thit End; 
Nay, no more than Tainai's Propenſion (or Averſion rather) 
to build the Temple, and to provide Sacritices for the God 
of Heaven, was the Cauſe of Dariw his Decree, that thoſe 
Things ſhould. be done, and that by Hin (y). 5. If Men be 
Predeſtinate to Faith and Holineſs, (as they are (2), then 


1 — 
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trived that Bleſſed Defign 
Boaſting excluded ;, And no'fieſb ſhall glory in Hu Preſence (c): 
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they were not ſeen to be ſo qualified, before their Predefj. 
nation: Or if they were, then their Election (as to thy 
Particular) would ſeem impertinent. There can no Rational 
Account be given, why Men foreſeen to be ſuch, ſhould he 
ſo ſolemnly Predeſtinate thexeto. Beſides, if Salvation' be the 
Inſeparable Product of Faith and Holineſs, according ty 
Jolm 5. 24. He that belizveth ¶ bath * Life, and Hal 
not] come into Condenmation; 1 Pet. . 9. Aecetoing the Eu 
2. your Faith, the Salvation of your Souls : Then, to ordain to 

alvation thoſe foreſeen to be ſo qualified, would ſeem x 
Thing both needleſs and inſignificant z It would look like 
the ſending of Men where they would have gone of them. 
ſelves. Such ſapleſs, irregular and injudicious Notions ate 
very unworthy that Celebrious and for ever Adorable Act of 
Predeſtination : And if duly weighed, would fet us further 
off from the Doctrine of Self-advancement, which ſtands in 
Point-Llank Oppoſition to the Doctrine of God's Grace. | 


rg. V. It could not ſtand with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, to found the Salvation of His People on a tallible Bot- 
tom; whi ch it would certainly beg if dependent on any thing 
beſides His own Immutable Will. For, whatever it was that 
Election had Being from, by that alſo it muſt be maintain d: 
What then would become of it, if built on t hat Goodneſs 
which is as the Morning Cloud, and early Dew (a)? The Crex 
tute's Will, even in a State of Perfection, was too. flight and 
tickle a Thing to build this Eternal Weight upon: And it 
Man at his beſt Eſtate was Vanity, how much more atterwards, 
when ſo ſtrong a Bent to Vanity came upon his Will? 


Ag. VI. Toderive Election from any Root beſides the Good 
Pleaſure of God, is to fruſtrate the principal Endor Man's Sal- 
vation; viz, The Glory of God's Grace (b). This Attribute 


(of all the reſt) He will not have Eclips'd, nor intrenched 


upon: *Tis ſo Divinely Sacred, as not to admit the leaſt Hu- 
mane Touch; For which very Cauſe, the Lord hath ſo con- 
Plot of His Glory, that all 


But, it any thing in the Creature be entituled to the Cu- 
lity of Election, Fleſh will glory; and inſtead of excluding 


—— — — — — — — 


— — 


; (a) Hoſe. C. 4, (b) Eph. 1. 6. aud 2, 7. (c) 1 Cor. 1. 29. 
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Has Boaſting, Grace it ſelf will be excluded (d); which is 


ar from a Glorifying of it. I would here reſolve a Query or 
Two, which ſome have urged from Seripture : As, 


1, How can this Dofrine ſt and with the General] Loge 
and good Will of God towards Men; who Ctis ſaid) will 
have all to be ſaved? 1 Tim. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. 


Anſ#. 1. If the Word [| A] be taken univerſally, it takes 
in Unbelievers as we as others; (which cannot be the Mean- 
ing) Theretore, the Literal Senſe of Words is not to be reſt- 
eq on, when the like Phraſe of Speech elſewhere uſed, or 
wident Scope of the ſame or other Scri , agrees not to 
it: The wn and Current of the whole muſt guide the 
Conſtruction of particular Parts, 2. Tho' the Doctrine of 
General Love will not ſtand with that of Special Election; yet 
the Doctrine of Special Election will ſtand without That, 
and againſt 1t. For, there 1s nothing more plain, than 
that there is an Election of Men to Salvation; as alſo, that 
the genuine Import of Election, is, to chyſe One or mort v1; 
of Many : W lich neceſſarily implys the leaving, or not c * 
of ſome; and conſequently, the Not-willing ot Salv: 
to all, Univerſally. z. The Will of God cannot br retif . 
becauſe with His willing the End, He wills alſo the Means; 
and thoſe ſuch as mall compaſs His End; Ia. 46. 10. A 
une ſoall ſtand, I will do all my Pleaſure, 1. e. What 1 pleaſt 
to Vill, that Iwill have done. 4. The Apoſtle is not hefe 
diſcourſing the Extent of Gods Special Love; whether A Hen. 
Unrerſally are intereſted in it: But exhorting Eelicvets tog 
General Duty: viz, To give Thanks for Kit, and all in Au- 
thority ; becauſe of the Benefits we have by Government": 
And to pray for them; not only for their 7 Vr governing 
of us; but if otherwiſe, that God would turn their Herts, 
and make them Nurſing Fathers to His Church: And to in- 
foxce the Duty, tells us, there is no Degree nor State of Mop 
cxempted from Salvation: God hath choſen ſome of every 
Sort; and therefore ve ought. not to ſhut any ont of our 
Prayers. F. The Word LA, is oft uſed, when bit a Part, 
and ſometimes, the leſſer Part of the Thing ſpoken of, is 
mended by it: As on the contrary, when the Univerſality of 
tae Subject is intended, it is expreſſed by Singulars ; As, Hz 


(d) Rom, 11. C. 


—— — 
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that believeth ſhall be ſaved; and Him that cometh unto Ml... 
me, I will in no wiſe eaſt out. It ſometimes ſignifjes Al of ſeems 
ſuch a ſort ;, ſo Eve was ſaid to be the Motł er of All living; aleo 
not of All Living Creatures, but all of hey own kind. It other 
times inteuds ſome of all ſorts; as where it is (aid, All the Mf arc 
Cattle of Egypt died (): And the Hail fmote every Tre, Hen 
and every Herb (F) : And yet other Cattle are mentioned af. 5,2 
ter, and a Reſidue of Trees are ſaid to be eſcaped (4). OM 
here, God will have all Men to be ſared: That is, fone d © 
every Sort and Degree; Gentiles as well as Jews; Kings and 
Men in Authority, as well as thoſe of a meaner Rank; ag 
is evident, by comparing the 1, 2, and 4 ver. together, 
The ſame in Joel; ! will pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, 
& (5): That is, upon ſome of eve Res and De 
ee, without Diſtinction; Young, Old, Maſters, Servants, 
ns, Daughters, &c. as it follows there. 6. To theſe Uni- 
verſal Terms do belong divers; Reſtri æions, which mult be 
gathered from the Scope and Context. As where the Goſ- 
pel is (aid to te preached to every Creature under Heaven (3); 
and yet Mex only are intended, and. not all of them nei- 
ther: For the Goſpel had reached but a ſmall Part of the 
World at that Time, and ngt the whole of it yet. So, Miſe 
Hebei to have in every City them that preach him (k) : lt 
muſt be underſtood only of Citys where the Fews dwelt, 
and had Synagogues; which were but few in Compariſon, 
Thoſe allo that were ſcattered abroad, went every where 
Preaching the Word (1), i. e, They baulked no Place, nor 
Perfon, but Preached wherever they came: At firſt- it was 
confin'd to the Jews, but now without Limit. Every Man 
ſhall have Praiſe of God (n): It can be meant only of Good 
and Faithful Servants; which are but a Remnant to the weir E 
whole Piece, $0 God is ſaid to be the Father of All (n) Net the 
and yet, Satan (we know) is the Father of the far greate 
Part of the World. And Chriſt is ſaid to reconcile al Carnal 
#hings (o); and yet, all the Angels muſt exempted ; The the Lo 
Good Angels, becauſe they never were at Enmity ; and theWg All 
Evil Ones, becauſe not reconcilable, Eph. 1. 10. That he mig Hd zo | 
gather together in One, al Things in Chriſt: This [All Thing HHU. Pc 
(e) Exod. 9.6. (f) Ver. 23. (g) Fer. 19, 25, and 10. „His A 
(h) Joel 2. 28. (i) Col. 1. 23. (K) 9727 15. 21. (1) 4ts 8.44 — 
(m) 1 Cor. 4. 5. (n) Eph, 4.6 (0) Col. I. 20. (p) / 
ber 4 


Election. Te 
ſeems platnly to intend the Ele# ; for they are the Subject 
dfcourſed of in the whole Chapter: And in Matthew, Thoſe 
gathered together are ſtiled the Elec (y). In Heb. 12. 8. 
Aare ſaid to be Partakers of Chaſtiſement; and yet, Sn 
only can be intended; for Baſtards are not Partakers ot 
(3 as it follows there. John 6, 45, They ſhall be 4! taught 
i God: It reſpets only the Sons of the Church, (i. e. ſuch 
ig are Eleded) whoſe Iniquitys are forgiven them, and their 
dns remembred no more (): It is the Tenour of the 
New Covenant, which is made with the Houſe of Iſrael; 
that is, Jews in Spirit, or the Ele& Nation (r). And it 
theſe Terms Univerſal [Al and Every] are ſometimes ap- 
plied to the Elec excluſive of others, why not as well in 
the Place whence the Query is taken? I have iuſtanced theſe, 
to ſhew what Sana Notions would follow, ſhould the 
Vocal Sound of Words be adhered to; What a Smdy Founda- 
tion Unrverſal Election is built upon; and how likely we are 
to loſe the Truth, while we liſten to an uncertain Sound : 
the meaning whereof may yet be had from the Context, and 
General Current of Scripture. 


2 How ſball ths Kind of Ele&ion be Reconciled with Acts to. 
34. That God id no Reſpecter of Perſons? oj 


ber Anſw. 1. Thisſhews the Inconvenience of minding the Li- 
e, not Ma Senſe of Words above the Scope: The former Exception 
it vu ales in All; and now this excludes All: For, if Literally 
ry ManWfaken, God ſhould: have Reſpet to noue. 2, The Jews 
)f Good vete an Elect Nation; and fo, this Objection will lie a ainſt 
to thelcheir Election as much as this we are upon. 3. The Scope 
{ll n) er the Place plainly intends, that God reſpects no Man's 
Perſon, either leſs ur more, for his out ward Condition, or 
ile a Canal Priviledges. Till Then the Partition was up, and 
: Th: ihe Lord ſeemed to regard only the Jewiſh Nation; ſuffer- 
nd the Wag All beſides, to Walk in their own Ways (s): But Now hag 
; might {od to the Gentiles alſv granted Repentance unto Life (t). You'll 
hing My, Perhaps, They: were Fearers of God whom He thus ac- 
A epted? True; but That was not it which firſtly induced 
10. lis Acceptance, or entitled them to it; altho' it was 
1 8. 4. — —— = — - — — 
(p) Marth. 24. 31. (q) Jer. 31. 34+ (1) Heb, 8. 10, t. 
ſeems e) 44 14. 16, (t) dds 11. 18. thei 
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their Inlet into it, and Evidence for it. If Men fear not 
God *till He hath put His fear within them 3 Then, her 
fearing Him, doth not precede His Refpe# towards them NA fa 
but follows upon it: And this is the Favour which he beat World 
to His Choſen (u). But, not t h. 


3. If Men be ordained t1 Salvation abſolutely , What ned q Ob, 
uſe 1s there of Good Works f - 2 — 


Good Works have divers good Uſes and Ends, and phy 
Reaſons there are for God's ordaining them to be walks 
in; without ſuppoſing” our Walking in them, to be the 
Ground, Conditiou, or Motive of our Election: As, 1. J 
keſtifie our Love to God; of which we have no fuch N 
dence, as the keeping bt His Commandments (x). 2. TO 
forth His Vittues whoſe Off- ſpring we profefs our ſelves 
be: Matt. 5.45. That ye may be (i. e. that ye may appe r e 
approve your ſelves to be) he (bildren of your Father whey i Obj. 
in Heaven, 3. To convince thoſe without; that they, by o v1n 7 
good Converſation, may be won over, and learn to do vel; 
or elſe be compelled to ny God in the Day of V iſitatinn, 
4. For Encouragemęnt and Example to weaker Chriſtians; 
ho are yet Children in the good Ways of God, and ar 
more aptly led by Example than Precept. 5. Thatiby having 
our Senſes exerciſed about Holy Things, we might become 
more Holy; and ſo, more capable of Communion with God 
here, and meetened for our Heavenly Inheritance. 6. GoaodMibeir ac 
Works are a part of Election; and the Fleet are as abſolutelyſtte Perf 
ordair'd to them, as to Salvation it ſelf (FJ). = by 
Objections I did not intend to meddle with: But conſider 
ing that That which follows of this Kind, (though done fc 
another Occaſion ) may help to diſcover the Lightnels ot 
what is alledged againſt our Do&rine of Election, I hae 
therefore inſerted it here; and hope it ſhall ꝓrove to its tur 


of 1 
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| ther Confirmation. en 1386117 | at Say 

l K N i ſho! 

| Obj. There is no Election, nor Decree of, Eleſtion, of particu bet 

| Perſons as ſuch; but of the intire Sperivs of Men fromEterniy (8) 
 Anſw. Election is the Chuſing of ſome from among other 1 10 ” 

| and it always ſuppoſeth a greater Number out of which tt | 
if Choice is made; and conſequently, the taking (or chulin 8 () - 
| | du) Halm 106. 4. (*) 2 John 6. (Y) Jom 15. 1. Ms. 


7 
Aon, 
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H; is quite befides the Not ion of Election: The Seri p- 
ture ſays, they are choſen [out] of the World (a), Then the 
World is not Choſen; (i. e.) the intite Species of Men is 
t the Object of Election. ; 


Obj. God hath not decverd from Eternity to Ele& any Peyſon of 
Mankind upon any Terms, but that in ciſe be liveth to Years 
of Diſcretion, he may poſſibly periſh. .- 17 


Leer Auſv. This is excepted againſt: 1. Eecauſe the Perſon of 
be the ritt Himſelf is not exempted. 2. Becauſe as poſlibly the 
1. Jo Wrath of Chriſt might be in vain. 3. It makes the Decree 
h N Election twortiings, and divers in reſpect of Time. That: 
ofher legion was from Eternity, is proved batore (5); And that 
Ives th the Elect ſhall not periſh, is abſolutely promiſed (c)). 
r l TE * NY | _ 
with e Obj. Threatnings of [Damnation are alſolutely meoniſtent with 
by om n perempzory Decree to confer Salvation. | | 
0 a> 2.1 = ally 0 
tation, Aw. No more than the Threatmng of Death upon 
ftians in, was inconfiftent with God's: Purpuſe to fend hum a 
ind ae iour (4). That Caution allo, That except the Marine 
ted in the Ship, they could not be Saved, weas well confiltent 
become ith that peremptory' Promiſe, That there ſpouls be 1:19 loſs of 
ithGolay Mars life (e). The Promiſe of Safety was abſuinte ; but 
5. Goodtherr actual obtarnment of it was Cordtiioig! : Yet fo, as that 


be Performantce ot the Condition on their part, Was as crr- 
I, by the Decree; as Safety upon their Performance of it: 
or, He that determin'd the ſatety ot their Lives, deter- 
wn'd alſo, that it ſhauld be eſtectod by their abiding in the 
Mp; and that this Caution, or Threatzung of Dauger, in 
„ I hace they went! out; thould be a Means to prevail with 
21ts fu em for that abiding; and o it did. In like manner, 

| at Saying of the Apoſtle, That if they lived after the fiejb, 

Should die (Y, was very conſiſtent with what he had 


rarticulnWaud-betore, ( 2 ) That Sin ſhould not hade Dominion over 
Eton IW® (2); and that Nothing ſpould ſeparate them from the Love of 

(%). For, as the Lord deals with »eaſ9nable Creatures ; 
80 dhe makes uſe of Ratimal! Arguments, Mutives, and Cau- 
, : r . RON 


Schü „ cc... * 


of 


\ 


17. with Ch. 3. 15. (c) fits 27. 22, 31. (t) An. 8. 13. 
222. 16. 14. () Cb. 8. 39. | 
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tions to work upon them: Both End and Means, and n ende 
ducements to the ufe of thoſe Means, were all determin d f. ther | 


gether. | over | 
i him b 

Obj. Ve judge it a very ſenſleſs part in a Father, to gire i be #01; 

l 651 — gong <4 Hand and Seal, that he vi Dam: 
| make him his Heir againſt all poſſble Tntervemences ; and 5 know 
preſently threaten him, if be be not Dutiful, to Diſmberit hin Death 

ö ever ( 

nſw. Undutiful Children may dare to judge thus off untha: 
their Father's Actions: And Children (that otherwiſe af themſ 
eutiful and good, yet) while Children, may have Childd Comp 


Conceptions of what their Elders do: But Men grown t 
and acquainted with their Father's Prudence and Goodnel 


will Jay their Hand upon their Mouth. The Promiſe a 
Parroſe of God to give Cmaan to Abraham's Seed, was ft. Obj 
abſolute, that, by the Objector s own Confeſſion, all theiru 
worthineſs could not deprive them of it; It is alſo evider 70 
by their demeanour, and the Event at laſt : Let, how c 40 
does the Lord threaten to Diſmberit them ? and to Blut A e Sc 
their Name from under Heaven (i)? Did Moſes, now, gow ame 
charge God fooliſbly ? Did he tell Him, tis a ſenſleſs part tu Media. 
to — Jury a ſo abſolute an Engagement to the co Aft in 


No, he puts the Lord in Mind of His Promiſe to their E , Lo 
thers ; of His Mercy in pardoning them afore-time ; vba Reator 
Reflettion it would have on His Honour among the H by Get 
ans, it He ſhould now deſtroy them, &c. Not a ward « Year 
Complaint, That firſt to Promiſe, and then to threaten, i goat ic, 
ſenile(s thing: It had been ſenſleſs in Moſes thus to do, aff and Fa 
in no wiſe conſiſtent with his Duty. But more direfly; W 1:1. 
were no ſenſleſs part in a Father, to purchaſe an Office 

his Son, and ſo to ſettle it on him; that it ſhall not be in Obj. 
own Power to Reverſe it: And yet, (keeping to himſeltt 1 
Knowledge of that St tlement) propoſe the Exjayment ther En. 
conditionally, viz. upon Terms of Obedience to his Fathe 
Commands: The Tendency of all which, is but to prove hun 4ſu 
ſelf the Son ot ſuch a Father, and to Meeten him fork Friend 
Place; And the more to oblige his Son to a Studious prep 
ring h:mſelt tor it; To lay before him the Evil and Dang 
of a negligent Courſe; by which (if perſiſted in) be muy 


— — —.——Aͤ — — — — — — 


(1) Exod. 32. 10. Numb, 14. 12. Deut. 9. 14. . 75 10 
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tender himſelf uncapable. But ſurely, ſuppoſing this Fa- 
ther to have the ſame Power over his Son, as God hath | 
over the Heart and Spirit of His People; He will ſo order 
dim by Inſtruction, Diſcipline, and good Principles, that 
he ſhall not run into a Forfeiture. Beſides, Threatnings of 
Damnation are not properly applicable to Believers, who 
know themſelves ſo to be; For he that believeth, is paſſed from 
Death to Life, and ſball not come into Condemnation (h); How- 
ever (at times) for want of a thorow knowing their State, 
unthankfulneſs for it,or Come other miſcarriage ; they bring 
themſelves under doubtings of it : But, for ſuch as have v1 
r under bow: Pang 200 2 (as the Ob- 
jection S) they are Sealed up to the Day ef Redemption (i vi 
with 2 Seal that aver Mall be looſed. : 3 iv 


Obj. In Caſe any Perſ1n were ſo adjudged to Fternal Life fiom 
Eternity, that there it ub poſſihiliiy of miſcarrying ; then 
there was no neceſſity of Chriſt's dying for him? = «<._ 


Anſw. The Aſſertors of Abſolute Election do hold with 
the Scriptures , That Election is in and og! Chrid: "The 1 
fame Decree that ordained to Salvation, ordained alſo the v9 
Mediation of Chriſt in order thereto ;' That God might be 1 
Ju in Juſtifying, He hath appointed us to obtain Salvation by 
ou Lord 22 5 Chrift (k). Ye might, with as much ſhew of 
Reafon,tuter, That if fuch an End be appointed to be wrought 
by ſuch a Means, then that Means is unneceilary to that Eud: 

if God hath Choſen Men to Salvation through Sancti- 
tcation of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth, then HOlineſs 
and Faith are Needleſs Things: Theſe are abſurd Reſonings, 


which the Truth neither Owns nor Needs. 


Obj. Ve judge ſuch an Election to be au open Enemy to Godli- 
neſs ; For who will ſtrain and toil way for that which he 
knows he ſball obtain by an eaſie Pace * 


Hnſm. The Docrine of Conditional Eletion 2m be no 

friend to Godlineſs, whatever it may pretend to; fince all 
that a Man doth on that account, terminates in Sclt. God- | 
neſs is to aim at God as our chier End, in all that we do: | | 
| 


Now, One that holds the Ele# ſure of Salvation, and believes 


— 


——— 


(b) Jobn 5.24. (i, Eph. 4. 30. Rom. B. 15. (K) 1 The 
„75 10. 


bimſelf 


y 


. = * — 
Satt iss, un various Revolutions: For, by theſe (as the - 
Cu Miene thereof) watt the Decrce be made good »9 
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himſelf to be one of them, and yet goes on to- fear Gag, 
and obey Him; Gloritys God more than, he that perform 
the Came Dutys for Kind, (and perhaps greater in Bulk) in 
Expetation of Life thereby. The Phariſees taſted oftner than 
Chriſt's Diſciples ; but were not ſuch real Friends to Godli- 


all nothing without Love: And who (do you think) will loyg 
God more; he that believes himſelf ſure of God's Love unt 
Changeably, or One that holds, That after all his toiling 
and ſtraining, he may poſſibly Run in vain, and loſe all at 
laſt? I ye (ak thus ye 88 the Experience of God's Chil; 
dren; yea, and of Nature tov ; tor, W ho counts it a Toll tq 
eat his Meat when Nature requires it; eſpecially when 'tig 
moſt agtecable both to his Pallate and Conſtitution? Al 2 
Ways of God are Pleoſanineſs, to them that walk in them: And 
zhcſe would not leave them again, altho' their future Hap- 
pineſs were not concerned 11 it: If they be grievous to any, 
at is trom their Unacquaintedneſs with hs Love, 1 Juha 5. 3. 


Object. It muſt needs make Men very remiſs and looſe in the 
Service of God, 


Avſ»w, A ſtrange Aſſertion! That the Aſſurance of God's 
Luveihould make Men careleſs in ſerving Him: They that ſo 
Judge, can never be over diligent to make their Calling and He- 
&ion-ſure. Chriſt knew, that the Angels had charge ver Him; 
«id that He ſbould not doſb His Foot againit a Stone; yet, was ne'er 
the lefs careful of His own Preſervation. Paul was ſure of the 
Crown of Righteouſne/:;, and yet as diligent in beating down bu 
Zody, and ſtrain'd as bar inkrunning bis Race, as any of thoſe 
who lay the Streſs of Salvation upon their Works. 


Obj. Such a Notion of Election lays the Honour and Neceſiq o 
that great Ordinance f Preaching the Goſpel in the Duſt : For, 
if the Ele (fo called) ſhall as certamily, be ſaved ty a weak, 
fimple or corrupt Miniſtry, and this (it may be) __ but 4 
Hay or Two m all a Man's Life, or looſely attenazd upon 
wherein is the =iuiſti of the Geſpel to be eſteemed? 


neſs as they. Long Prayers, i io: and Alms- deeds, are 


Aiſw. That peremptory Decree, That Summer and IV inter, 
Day aud Nicht ſhall uot ceaſe 5 takes not away the Necellity 
Ut the Sun's Leng in the World; nor of its daily Rifings, 
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God, Wit Abſoluteneſs of that other part of the Promiſe, Yat 
Orms Ml ged-time and Harveſt ſhall not ceaſe ; doth no whit diſcharge 
K) in Na: Husbandman either of his Uſctulneſ(% or Duty; but evin- 
than ceth the one, and inforceth the other ; giving alſo encou- 
odli- I ngement to him in his Work. The force of this Anſwer 
S, Arg, vill not be evaded by alledging, That God affords them 
l love WW Kaus proper and ſufficient for Seed- time and Harveſt; 
| (that is, they have fitting Seaſons, with Seed-corn, Horſ-s, 
ling Ploughs, and other Utenſils of Huſbandry) and that's all the 
Pomuſe intends ; and it they improve them not, the Fault's 
Chile Nueir own : True, it is ſo, and they ſhall ſmart for their 
Oil tq Neglect: But what will become of the Promiſe, and Sureneſs 
n "tis Nerthe Covenant? Therefore, this is not all that God doth 
Alt thd for Men in this Point. He that Decreed how long the Earth 
And) aal endure, and what number of Men He will raiſe up up- 
Hap- Wor it; did alſo Decree His own upholding thereof during 
any, dat 1:me ; and by what Means thoſe Men ſhould be propa- 
L 5+ 3» Wiited, and kept alive; and did gong put into then 
tie Principles of Selt-preſervation ; by which they are Natu- 
D — to the uſe of them, as they are tov Eat, Drink 
and Sleep: He hath ſet the World in their heart, Ecclel. 3. 
u. As the Ele& ſhall certainly be Saved, and alſo pre- 
pared for that Salvation; ſo hath the Lord appointed them 
lach a Minzftry,and for ſo long a time, and their Attendance 
dereon, in ſuch manner, as beſt agreeth to His Own intent; 
d which He will Bleſs and make Effectual for that End 3 
is ſeen by His ſending Pant to certain Places, where he 
nuſt Preach, and not bold bu peace; Why? becauſe God vas 
uch People there, (i. e. Of his Ele Ones) who muſt b: 
iought-1n by Paul's Minyſtry : Bithyma, and other Places, 
e is not ſuffered to go into, though he would; God had 
wt yet any Work for him there. Thoſe that are to be ta- 
kn, the Lord will bring them under the, Alcans, as He did 
hat Shoal of Fiſhes under Peter's Net (1) : Witness the 
tuuch, Cornelius, the Jailor, and Cthets. And this Means, 
mether Powerful or Simple in Men's Eſteem, it's all one to 
bod ; His Word ſhall accompliſh that He ſends it for : And 
| be weaker the Means are, the more is the Power Qt God mag- 
Vinte 'Wilied. Sce 47s 2, How by IIliterale Men's Miniftrv, He 
cellity bok them by Thouſands, and added to His Church dnly,fuch 
Ts 8 ſhowd be Saved (m), So then, the Miniſtry or the Got- 
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pe! is in no wiſe made Uſeleſs or Diſeſteemable by the Do- 
ctrine of Atſolute Election; but is rather Greatened there Ob). 


by, as being the Power of God to that Salvation He hath ly 

choſen us to. 4 

i 7 

Obj. Of what great conſequence t9 the World, are the rich fic 
Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Utterance, &c. if all th 


who are in -any poſſibility of being ſaved by them ; may and 4 A 
ſhull as certainh be ſaved without them?! n1 


| to Cir 
Anſw, That the Richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, and th 


Ctterance, are of no great Conſequence to the World, isi their | 
Conſsquent of the Dottrine of Abſolute Election; For, They which 
are given for the Perfefting of the Saints, and Edifying e they « 
Body of Chriſt; (that is, the Ele& :) And all the DiverſitiaW is thei 
of Gifts, Manifeſtations and Operations, do concur to tiff to, to 
ſame End; ſince it is the ſame God who worketh all in ag bilige 
(that is) He appoints Men to Salvation; theſe Gifts as 3 conc 
Means to Prepare them tor it, and makes them Effecuill $lt-ce 
thereto. But, that thoſe Richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Know-W Sweet: 
ledge and Utterance, are of no great Uſe or Conſequence tu ſufficis 
the World; is a very Natural Conſequent of that Doctrine But, [ 
which tells the World „that the Sun, Moon, and Stars do tertair 
Preach the Goſpel ſufficiently for Salvation: Which, if they Doari 
do, wheretn (indeed) are thoſe Richeſt Gifts to be eſteem ftill, a 
ed! And to what end is this waſte? Why ſhould the bet Caling 
of Men ſufter Stripes, Impriſonments, and Death, for Doi Natur 
thit which might be done by thoſe above the reach cf poſſibl 
Danger? Andwithal, *tis too well known and obvious, Th who w 
Men of greateſt Knowledge, Utterance and Depth of Reaſon uncert 
(ſuch as are tiled the Princes of this World) they are not 
always ( nay, very rarely) the faſteſt Friends of Trut! 
and Godlineſs; and thoſe tew that be, are not always mol 
ſucceſsful in their Work (n): Whenas ſome others, mean) 
turrihed in compariſon, have turned the World upſide-down (o) 


The Lord oft- times rejects the Wiſe and Prudent, and reveals} Ob) 
timſclt by Babes; To take from Men occaſion of Boaſting 1 
aud to make it appear, that the Faith of His People dot! a 
not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, Lut in the Power of God (}) ſe 
whoſe weakneſs is Stronger than Men, and His tooliſhneliſ| , ſ 
Wiſer (q). , Glien 

(n) Ecchſ. 9. 11. (o) 2 Cor. 12. 10. 4 17. J. 2 C. i * 
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Obj. Upon what account can Men he preſſed to a frequent, di- 
ligent, conſcientious attendance on the Miniſtry ; if Salva- 
ion, and conſequently Preparation, and Meetneſs for Salva- 
tion, fhall as certainly be had by a broken, careleſs, ſuper- 
ficial attendance in this kin? 


Auſw. On what account did the Lord ſo frequently admo- 
nijh that People, to keep the Law without turning aſide; 
to Circumc iſe their Hearts; and to be no more ſtiff necked 
aud thts, as the Condition of their obtaining Canaan ; if all 
ther unworthineſs could not deprive them of Canaan ; 
which , the Author of this Objection elſewhere affirms, 
they could not. But further; As Men ate Creatures, it 
is their Duty to Serve and Honour God; and in order there- 
to, to wait upon Him in His Ordinances, and that with all 
Diligence; although the buſineſs of their Salvation were not 
concern'd in it; but much more fince it is, if any thing of” 
delt- concern may enforce a Duty. : Aud truly the preſent 
dweetneſs that is in the good Ways of God, is Argument 
ſuficient to induce our moſt ſerious Attendance thereon. 
but, [that Salvation, or Meetneſs for Salvation, may as 
tertatnly be had by a careleſs Attendance] is far from the 
Doctrine of Abſolute Ele tion to aſlert: For, it prefeth it. 
tl, as an important Duty, to give all diligence to make ou 
Caling and Election ſure. But really, Remiſsneſs in Duty, is the 
Natural Reſult of that Doctrine which teacheth, That a Man 
poſſibly may loſe all he hath Run for, at the laſt Step: For, 
who will Strain and Toil himſelf (as they term it) tos an 
uncertainty ? And if there be any (ſuch, who neglet their 


Duty, becauſe if Elected they are ſure to be Saved ; they give 
but a ſorry Evidence of their State : 
monly) ſuch as oppoſe the Doctr. ne of Election; and not 
of thoſe who hold for it. 


And they are (c m- 


Obj. Such an Ele ion as we contend againſt , we judge to be 
noaſl unworthy the mot Excellent Nature of God; and to be 
at manifeſt 4 0 nice with Hu Wiſdom, Holineſs, Merch, Ju- 
ſiice, &C. 


Aiſw, If the Election contended againſt be ſuch as the 
Ol yector's Arguments are pointed at; It is ſuch as (1 ſup- 
hole) never was held by any; And then, 'tis ill freut time 
„% tet up Counterteit Notions , and mak? 3 great buiuels 
vt contut ang them. But it is Abſolute Election, without re- 
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ſyect to Mens Works, that is ſtriven againſt: And for this, 
we 1ay, 1. Abſolute Election is no way contrary to the Wif- 
dom of God, but moſt conſonant thereto : For, how can it 
tand with His Wiſdom, to determine the Death of His Son 
tor the Salvation of Men; and leave it undetermin'd (and 
conſequently uncertain) whether any one Perſon ſhall haye 
Salvation by it; For, ſo it muſt be, if Election be not Ab- 
flute. 2. It is fo far from being a manifeſt defiance with 
the Mercy of God; that it is moſt congruous and fiutable to 
the very Natute of it. Toſhew Mercy, is to open the Heart 
to one in Diſtrefs 5 To love and do good to Enemies, whom 
He might as juitly have Deſtroyed, and was no way oblig'4 
to Spare, much leſs to Advance them: Nay, perhaps they 
were deeper involved inGuilt than other Men even the Chief 
of Sinners ; which is (ſure) the higheſt Fluftration of Mercy, 
and far from a manifeſt Deffanc: with it. 3. It doth not op- 
pole the Fuſtice of God; For, to whom is He Debtor, or can 
de? All had a Stock in Adam; aud having loſt it by their 
own default, God is not obliged to reſtore it: Therefore, 
no Injuſtice to repair One, and not Another. 


Obi. Dot h it argue am Soderaign or big h Strain of Grace, 
when Ten Thouſand have equally Offeuded, to Pardon One or 
Two ; and implicabhy refolce to Puniſh and Torment all ile 
Regt to the ut moſt Extremity 7 and this againſt all poſſible en- 
zerteniency of Sorrow and Repentance for their Fault? 


Ar. It were very defirable, That Men, while they pre- 
tend to Argue for Truth, would order their Speech, as be- 
comes the Gravity of ſuch a Subject (#) 3 And much more 
thit they cone not ſo near to a Down- right reproaching 
that Glorious Grace, of which we cannot have Apprehenfions 
awtul enough. Ihe Men who thus ſpeak, had need to try 
their Spirits, whether they be of God; Since, from the ſame 
Pigmi ſſes they draw Concluſions quite contrary to thoſe, 
wio (we know) ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt. In Scripture Account it is no Derogation to tbe 
Grace of God, that He called Abraham | alone 1 leaving Au- 
lions beſides to their periſming Condition. Nor can I beheve 
that Maſes underſtood it a Diſparaging of God's love to Man 
Kind, when he tells us, That He choſe the People of 1/12: 


(a) Ecciif. 5. 1. 
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of Election. 85 
ane for His own peculiars; who ws were the feweſt of any 
People (5). One of a City, and Two of a Family, were leſs 
in Proportion than One or Two of Ten Thouſand ; yet no 
Complaint upon it, by thoſe intereſſed in that Grace, It's the 
Property of God's Children to admire that He loves any, 
and Ay themſelves ; and not to find fault becauſe He 
loves not All alike, Who am I way David) that thou haſt 
tought me hitherto ! And Chriſt's Diſciples, Lord, why wilt 
thou manife# thy ſelf to ia, (us Twelve) and nat to the World(t) ! 
is theretore the more ſtrange to conſider, Why and how, 
ay that call themſelves of the Brotherhood, came ſo to 
Epouſe the Quarrel of thoſe without; and that with ſuch 
Exgerneſs, as to ſtrive and fall out among themſelves about 
the others Concerns : It were more adviſeable to leave oF 
Diſputing and fall ro Practice. But to Anſwer more direct- 
ſy; 1. This Remnant is not ſo contemptibly to be ſpoken 
of; They are Ten thouſand times Ten thouſand,and Zhouſands of 
Thouſands (u): And how {mall ſoever the Number be, (if it 
were but One, 1t were more by One than the whole Creation 
could deſerve) I ſay , How few ſoever they are, no Man 
knows but himſelf may be One of them; unlets by de- 
ſpiſing the Grace of God in Election, he hath proved it 
otherwiſe to himſelf. 2. To pitch on à Few while in their 
Blood and Enmity againſt God, and reſolve even then, to 
make them Everlaſtingly Happy; and that agunſt the Na- 
tural bent of their nm Will; was a Grace much more high 
and Soveraign, than to ſave them tor their own better Im- 
movement of what they have in Common with other Men: 
For that would not be of Grace, but ot Debt. Or, it the 
Lord ſhould bring Ten Thouſand Iimes that Number into u 
Kralle State, (as they ſpeak ;) but ſo, as (very poſſibly) 
not one of them ſhall ever be Saved; it would not bring 
the Thouſandth part of that Glory to His Grace, as to Ste 
a few Invincibly., 3. If the Lord did foreſee, that but Few 
would Believe; and yet reſolv'd to Save none but ſuch as 
ould Believe; Then the Objztion (as to Fewneſs) falls 
on the Objector's Doctrine as much as ours. 4. As tor God- 
ly Sorrow, Faith, and Repentance ; they are the Gift of 
God, and proper to the Eleft ; And ſo, no Reaſon to ſup- 
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22. (u) Rev, 5. 11. 


(5) Den', 7. 7. (t) John 14. 
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pole the interveniency of theſe in them that are left; or ta 
tear an implacable Reſolution to Puniſh and Torment 400 
in whom theſe Poſlibilities go forth into Acc. 

Other Allegations they have againſt the Doctrine of Ele. 
Aion, which will admit of as plain a Solution as tho: 
above: But it being my Purpoſe to collect what I ſhould find 
in the Scriptures for it, and not to Controvert the Point; ! 


proceed no further, but go on to the uſefulneſs of the Do- 


ctrine ; Only, by the way, let me Premiſe a Caution or two. 
1. Let no Man tax God with Injuſtice or Partiality, be- 
cauſe He takes not All; or becauſe not thoſe Ot highz| 
Eſteem among Men. Do not the Princes of the World er- 
erciſe Dominion over Men like themſelves ? Or, is there; 
Subject ſo mean, but will think himſelf wrong d, if que- 
ſtien'd tor diſpoſing of his own? (which yet is his own but 
as borrow's : ) And ſhall vain Man preſume to Arraign his 


Soveraien Lord! Io to him that ſtriveth with hu Maker, (Xx): If 


YOu muſt be Medling, let it be with Pot-ſbeards of Earth lik 
your ſclves. 

2. Let uo Man dif-value the Doctrine of Election, becaule 
it takes in but a Remnant, Why are they ſtiled, The Iii 
Flock, but to heighten the Mercy and Priviledge of it in 
their Eſteem! Noah did not contemn the Grace ot God t 
Himſelf and his Sons, becauſe the World of Ungo)y were 
excluded the Ark; nor the Remnant that eſcaped the Sword 
in Zeypt (y), reckon their own Deliverance e're the [els 
Mercy, becauſe the Reſt of their Countrymen had not a Share 
in it: Men do not uſe to flight their own Immunities tox 
Others Not being interefled in them; but rather to value 
themſelves the more upon it. 

And now, as a Means to prevent or remove the evil Su- 
miles cauticn'd againſt ; with thoſe other ſiguiter Decutt- 
Ons Which Carnal Reaſon may be apt to ſuggeſt; let us ray 
up a few of thoſe many and worthy Improvements ts Do- 
Frine is capable of, above and beyond hat uf the contray 
Tenor: As alſo, of thoſe Laws cf Duty which it lays 
upon us. And here I would ſee (firit) what Fruit may be 
gather'd from the ſeveral Branches of the Propoſition 5 and 
then, what from the Groſs or Whole of it promiſcuoully. 


— 


(x) Ja. 45. 9. (y) Jer. 44. 28. 
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J. Since there is an Election of Men to Salvation, put you 
in for 2 Part and Intereſt in it: Though their Number be 
bit ſmall, Caſt in your Lot, and make One among them. 
My meaning is, That though never ſo few are the Objects of 
Election, you will make it your Buſineſs to prove your ſelf 
of that Few : If but Two in the whole World, who knows 
but thou may'{t be One of them? And do it the rather, for 
Terneſs's ſake : It's our Saviour's Argument, They are but: 
Few that $0 in at the ſtrait- gate; therefore ſtrive, The Ni- 
ner ites had not that Ground to believe God would accept 
them that . have; for their Ruin was pronounced in Per- 
emptory Words, and no Room expreſly left for Repentance; 
and yet they humbled themſelves, and turn'd from their Evil 
Ways, upon this only Conſideration, Who can tell if God will 
turn away Ilis fierce anger, that we periſb not (a)? It's a Hap- 
pinzſs worth your venturing for: For, (1) You can loſe no- 
thing by endeavouring. (2) You can hardly have © more 
ſolid Evidence of your being Elected, thanto have your Heart 
taken with Electing Love,andcaſting your ſelf upon it: And 
6) Never did any Periſh who ventur'd on this Bottom. 


IT. From the Doctrine of Election's Alſoluteneſs, is eviden- 
ced the exczeding Riches of the Grace of God; in that He 
hath not left this Great Concern to Humane Contrivance ; 
but hath laid it more ſure and ſafe , than Men themſclves 
would have done: For, 'tis top evident (by the Reaſon- 
ings that are uſed, to make Election Dependent and Condi- 
tional) how it. would have gone, if left to the Wiſdoin of 
Men. But I ſhall not doubt to affirm, That this Do&rine 
of EleAton's Abſolutencſs is much before hand with that which 
teacheth jt to be Conditional, both in Point Sf Encourage- 
ment, and otherwiſe ; and that as well before Believing, as 
afterwards, 7 | 

1. Before a Man comes to Believe: ſuppoſing him to be 
Notionally inſtruted therein before. For, being under 
Conviction of the Greatneſs and Multitude of his Sins; and 
finding the Power of indwelling Corruptions ſo Inſuperable ; 
having alſo ſome Sight of the Holineſs of God, and that He 
will by no means clear the Guilty; It needs muſt prove a 
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dificult Matter to Believe, that there is Aſercy and Pan 
for ſuch a One as he; or, that ever thoſe domineering Luſiz 
ſhould be made to ſubmit : But then conſidering, 71. That 
Eletting Love pitches on the Chief of Sinners. 2. That it 
flows not from, nor 1s tounded upon, any condition to he 
performed by Men: And 3. That EleMon has in it All 
that conduceth to Life and Godlineſs : Theſe things, I (ay, 
conſidered, it cannot but have a far greater Influence on Kh 
Soul, to cleave unto God, and follow hard afrer Him; than 
if his Election were ſuſpended upon his doing that which he 
finds in himſelf no Pcwer to perform: For, he ſees by wo- 
ful (and yet, through Grace, happy) Experience, That as the 
Law is made weak through the weakneſs of the Fleſh ; ſo 
alſo, (ſetting aſide the Abſoluteneſs of Electing Love) all the 
Means of Grace which are given in Common among Men, 
would be wholly ineffectual to Salvation: which diffioul- 
ties, Electing Love in its Abſoluteneſs, will Superſede, and ſet 
him above them all: Eſpecially conſidering, that Faith and 
Holineſs are as abſolutely 1 and provided for in 
Election, as Salvation it ſelf, at the end of his Faith, 


2. After a Mancomes to Pelieve, this Doctrine of Abſolute 
Election is of ſingular uſe and benefit to him, both as tend- 
ing to keep him on his feet, aud to raiſe him when he i; 
down. 1. It is agreat Preſervative in Time of Temptation, 
The Remembrance of that hee which looked upon him, 
when he was in his Blood, and ſaid he ſhould Live, and hath 
now alſo made good its Word to him; muſt needs operate 
ſtrongly with a gracious Heart, againſt whatever might beun- 
worthy of luck Love: Let the Bait be never ſo aptly ſui- 
ted, he will turn from it in a holy Diſdain (as good Foſep) 
did) How can 1 do thi Wickedneſs, and fm again God, (Gen, 
39. 9.) who hath dealt ſo bountitully with me! 2. Nothing 
more tends to Recovery atter a Fall, than the Conſideration 
of the Freeneſs of God's Love at firſt, and His 7 7 Power 
in Qu ice ning, when altogether dead; And that both theſe (vin. 
This Love, and this Power) are ingaged by an Abſolute Co- 
venant, to bring every one that takes hold thereof unto 
Glory; and therefore, will receive him, not only After upon 
Return to his Duty; but in the Midft of his Backſlidings He 
will come and heal him. The Lord's way of dealing with 
Ephraim, is an inſtance pertinent to the Cafe in Hand, If. 
57. 17,18, 21, 22. and in the 44 Chap. He doth, as 2 
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Clench and faſten this Nail in a ſure Place; Remember 0 
icob, I have formed thee; Thou ſhalt not be fargotten of Me > 
T have blotted uut thy Sins; Therefore 1eturn unto Me. And Jer. 
. 14. Return, O backſliding Chi dren, for I am Marr icd unto 
you, (to wit, by his Covenant of Election). To this pur- 
poſe alſo is the Edye of Samuel's Argument applied, in 1 Sam. 
12, 20, 22. Fear not; ye have done all ths Wickeduſs; yet 
turn not aſide from following the Lord: As if he had ſail, 
Wickedneſs (indeed) is great, ye-have bighly provoked the 
Lord by your caſting Him oft; yet be not — a8 
if the Lord would caſt you oft : For, the Lord will not forſake 
Hu People, (but why?) Becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord to 
make you His People. And in ver. 24. he further backs it with 
theRemembrance of the great Things God had done for them 
fore-time : Than which there is nothing of ſtronger Tendency 
to a Soul's Recovery. | 


III. From the | Perſonality) of Election. And IV. From the 
[Eternity] of its Original, I gather in general; | 


That ſince the Scriptures have {ſo highly Renowned theſe 
Two Circumſtantial Parts of Election, by ſo frequent a men- 
tiouing of them; and that, on Occaſions of the ſolenneſt Im- 

rt; We ought not to paſs them by, as Things of indifferent 
Notice; But, as being diverſly Inſtructive, worthy to be kept, 
and ſoberly contended for. The Holy Gho# doth nut uſe to in- 
culcate Matters of Ordinary Obſervance, ox little Import; But, 
x noting to us ſome great Importancy in them; as taxing (alſo) 
our Sloth, and Aptneſs to neglet them; and to ſtir up our 
Minds to make the more diligent Search, What, and what anner 
of Things they are; and how to be improv'd: In particular, 


Our 


From the Perſonality of EFled ion, I infer; 


Tif. 1. That it ought to be minded as Matter of the higheſt 
Honour to the Partys concern'd. The Lord 11luitrates Moſes 
at no ordi Rate, when He tells him, I know thee 
Mme (a): And doubtleſs, iutended that Moſs himſelf ſhould 
ſo account of it, and be highly ſatisfied therewith, though 
deny'd ſome other Things, he would fain have had. Thus 
alſo Paul fignalizeth thoſe Eminent Saints, who were his 
Fellow-Labourers in the Goſpel, That their [Names] were in 


ny 


(a) Exod, 33. 17. 


— A 


ES 2 


the 


90 A Praftical Diſcourſe 


the Bok of Life(b). And our Saviour propounds it to His 
Diſciples as Matter of higheſt Exultation, That therr | Nag; 
were written in Heaven (c). That. our poor inſgniſcant Namy 
ſhould be written in God's Book, and laid up among Hj, 
Treaſures in Heaven, when the Generality of Names (even 
Names of Note) are written in the Duſt, let it not ſem : 
light Matter to us: For this is that Everlaſting Name which 
never ſhall be cut off (d). 


Inf. 2. The Knowledge of this Thing, (namely, that Gol 
has thus taken Notice of our Names) is a great Priviledyety 
them that know it. It enlarges the Heart to higher Expect, 
tions; it gives Boldneſs (or Freedom) of Speech toward 
God; as it nothing were too great for ſuch a One to a 
See how M»ſes grows upon it; No ſhonet, ſays God, I hn 
thee by Name, but Moſes (as wrap'd iuto the Second, and fan 
would be in the Third Heaven) preſently replys, I beſeech The, 
ew me Thy Glory! | 


Dif. 3. As it is Matter of Honour and Priviledge, ſo it will 

P One of your beſt Titles to your Heavenly Inheritance, 
t will ignitie ſomething one Day, (however by ſome too 
lightly eſteemed now) when it ſhall be the great diſtinguſ}- 
ing Character between you and the World: Whoever he be 
that dertves not his Genealogy from this Regiſter, will be 
ws from the Heavenly Prieſthood (F). The New Feruſs 
admits None but ſuch whoſe Names are written in the Book 
4 Life (g): Yea, [every One] that is not found written there, 
all be caſt into a Lake of Fire (0): Therefore, Give all 
diligence to make your Election ſure. 

Tf. 4. It alſo imports Matter of Duty from us. When Prin- 
ces conter Titles of Honour, Lands, or Immunities; they 
ule to referve ſome kind of Rent, or other Service, to min! 
their Subjects (thouzh Favourites) of whom they bold. 
You have no ſuch way of Owning your great Benefator, 
nar no ſuch Means of bein Coaſi lerable in th: Worll ; as 
by bearing the Badge and Imoreſs of Him who gave you 
this Name of Honour. Let His Name, ther2fore, be NIme! 

vou; Carry His Name in your B9ſom; bear it on yoar 
autders, and the Palms of your Hundt: Lot the choice!t of 
your Ae tions, the chief of your Strenzth, ani the whole 

(o Pal. 4. 3. (o) Lyks 1H. 29. (d) Tu. 56. 5. (e) Ee. 
33. 18, (f) Nh. 7. 64. (g) Rev. 21. 27. (h) Ch, 28. 15+ 


— ——— —— 


C: 


of vou 
thing) 


Dif. 
Hearts 
of An 
little l 
Men ? 
ſave t! 
ledges, 
ſhould 
the We 
Glory 
miſes; 
fixed n 
claim 
had in 
be ver) 
Day Ic 
te, not 
it clean 
bleneſ: 
others 


Inf. 
its Ete 
Veranc 
0 Eve 
durely 
Corded 
the Bo 


to 
lvely 
of the 
hence 
nity, 
as the 
pared, 
nn 
more : 


(i) 


[0 Hig 

ame 
Namez 
18 His 
\ (even 
{em 2 
which 


at God 
edge to 
XPetty- 
OWardz 
[0 AK 
I Eu 
id fan 
<< Theg 


it will 
1tance, 
le too 
Luſk 
r he be 
— be 
cru. 
2 Fin 
there, 
ide all 


Prin- 
they 
min! 
hold. 
4 Tor, 
EX 
YOu 
med 
yar 
t of 
ole 


— 


1 


E ed. 


. 
C: 


of Election. gr 


of your Adivity, be employed for His Honour ; Let every 
thing you do, bear an Imprellion of Him whuſe Name is Holy. 


Then, fom the Antiquity of Election. 


Tif. r. Let the Aucientneſs of Electing Love, draw up our 
Hearts to à very dear and honourable Efteem of it. Pieces 
of Antiquity, (though of baſs Metal, and otherwiſe of 
little Uſe or Value) how Venerable are they with Learned 
Men? And Ancient Charters, how careful are Men to pre- 
ſve them; although they contain but Temporary Privi- 
edges, and ſometimes but of Trivial Moment? How then 
hould the great Charter of Heaven, ſo much Older than 
the World, and containing Matters of Eternal Weight and 
Glory; Which alſo bath been confirm'd by fo many Pro- 
miſes; Exemplified by Multitudes of Caſes; with a Seal af- 
fixed more precious than Heaven it felt 3 (All which pro- 
claim the Keeruat Validity of it) How ſhould this (I ay) be 
had in Everlaſting Remembrance, and the Thuughts thereof 
le very precious to us; Lying down, Riſing up, and all the 
Day long accompanying of us! And how careful ſhould we 
te, not only to keep this Charter uncancelled, but alſo to keep 
it clean from all ſorts of Duſt and Soil, by which the Legt- 
bleneſs thereof might any way be obſcured to our ſelves or 
others! | Ea 


If. 2. Lec Eleftion's Eternal Orig ine, be an Argument for 
its Eternal Duration; aud ſo, of the Saints Invincible Perſc- 
verance to Glory. That which is from Everlaſting, ſhall be 
10 Everlaſtings If the Root be Eternal, fo are the Branches, 
Surely, For this good Eud (among others) it is twice re- 
corded in the Revelation, That heir Names were written in 
tbe Bouk of Life | from the Foundation of the World] (i); Name+ 
1 to ſignitie and aſſure, that the Elect ſhall be ſately and 
urely kept trom thoſe dreadful Apoſtacys, which the Rett 
of the World ſhall fall into,and be overwhelmed with. And 
hence (perhaps) it is, that we read of Nothing done in Et ex- 
nity, but Elechon, and Things appendant, or peculiar thereto ; 
a5 the Promiſe of Eternal Life, the Lamb ſla in, the Kingdom pre- 
pared, &c. Election is an Eternal Fountain, that neverJeaves 
Running while a Veſſel is empty or capable of holding 
more; and it ſtands open to all Comers : Therefore come, 
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(i) Rev. 13. 8. and 17. 8, 


and 
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and if ye have not ſufficient of your own, go and bort 
Veſſels, empty Veiſels, not a few; Pay your Debts out of i, 
and live on the Reſt (x) to Eternity. 


V. From the Doctr ine of Chuſing im Chriſt. 


Inf. r. It is an high Demonſtration of God's Love to Hy 
Choſen. We may ſay of it as Huram to Solomon, Becauſe th 
Lord loved Hu Fraple, He ſet his Sn over them (1). It is alſo an 
Eminent Proof of His Manifold Wiſdom, to contrive the 
Blefſedneſs of His People in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould mot 
certainly ſeure their Obtainment of it; moſt ſignally illu- 
ſtrate His Love to them; and ſo, moſt affetionately win 


upon their Hearts, and oblige them to Himſelf tor ever, We 


may hence alſo diſcern ſomething of that Immenſe Greatneſ 
and Holineſs of God; That though He fo loved His Ele, 
as to make them One in Himſelf (m), that Vinion could no 
be admitted without a Mediator equal with Himſelt. 


Inf. 2. Gather hence, your Stability and Safety: Whatere: 
Bienne or Difficulty you are ent ring upon, drink of this 
Brook in the Way, and litt up your tiead. Whutever per- 
tains to Lite and Godlineſs, Grace and Glory, thu Lite, aud 
that to come, is all laid up in Chriſt; (as all forts of Food in 
the Ark, for thoſe who found Grace in his Sight) All Ful- 
neſs dwells in Him (n), and that tor you. He 1s not only a 
Root ſtable in Himſelf, but eſtabliſhing to you; Communi- 
cating Sap and Spirit to all his Branches: While there is 
Lite in Him you cannot die. This is That makes the Saints 
ſtand Firm and Sacred in the midſt of Dangers 3 The Exil 
One toucheth them ut (o). Let all the Rebel-Crew of Adrer- 
ſarys (Satan, the World, your own evil Hearts): afloctate 
themſelves, and take Counſel together, 1t all comes to 
nought: Let their Aſſaults be renewed again and again, 
they are ſtill beaten off: They gird themſelves, and are bro- 
ken in pieces; they gird again, 4nd . they are broken 
In pieces: Thus it is, and thus it ſhall be to the End of our 
Warfare; For God us with w (p). This was it made Dari 
fearleſs, even in the Valley of 5 ſhadow of Death, | Ie Lori 
was with bim] (g). And thoſe Three Noble Confeſlors, 


rr 


2 Kings 4. 7. (1) 2 Chron. 2. _ (m) John 17, 21. 
(n) Col. 2. 9. John 1. 16. (o) 1 John 5. 18. (p) I/. 8.9, 


Lo. (q) Hum 23. 4. 
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wy walked ſecure in the Fiery Furnace, becauſe the Son of 
„1 was among them (r). Therefore Do All, Suffer All, 

1 Expect All, as being in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe: But 
ne to him that is alone, whc when he falls, hath not Chriſt 
0 help him up. 


If. z. Let this your Relation to Chriſt be Evidenced by your 


Likeneſs to Him; He that us joyned to the Lord u one Spirit (s). 


be Holy Oyl that was poured on your Head, runs down ta 
ve Skirts of His Garments; 2. c. to the very meaneſt of 


His Followers; and they carry along the precious Scent with 


go; (or ſhould do, as Paul did, 
atural to thoſe Married to Chrift, to 
ne forth Fruit unto God (t); and ſee it be ſuch as will abide 
he Teſt 3 endure all ſorts of Weather, and be bettered by it. 


If. 4. This Doctrine illuſtrates that of Juſtification; as 
tewing wherem the true Matter ot Juſtifying Righteouſneſ- 
2th conſiſt; and how it comes to be Ours: Our Faith, (or 
At of Believing) cannot be the Matter of it, tor that 1t 15 
an imperfect Thing; and fo, cannot be Reckoned in the Place 
f Perte& Righteouſneſs: For, it muſt be a Rightevulnels 
erfettly perfect that Juſtifics, as it was a Sin pertectly fin- 
ul that Condemn' d: This Righteouſneſs allo mult be cur 
on, in a Way of Right (as, Adam's Sin allo was) though 
pertorm'd in the Perſon or Another. Chriit and Adam be- 
Ing Parallels in their Head - ſhip, the Imputation of the One's 
Guiltinefs, and of the others 3 neſs, are Righteoully 
applied to their reſpective Seeds. And this was a Main Lud 
of the Lord's putting thoſe He would Juſtiie, into Clarilt ; 
That He being made Sin, and a Curte for thein; They 
night be made the Righteouſneſs 9f God in Him z and ſo, 
God might be Juſt in Juſtifying of them, Faith, this Mat- 
ter, holds the Place of an E:rdence or Seal of that Righte- 
euſneſs which belong'd to us, as being in Chriſt, betote we 
believe i; (as Cauaan did to Abraham's Szed before they 
vere born; ) and is given us on the Account or our Inte- 
et therein (u); that we might apprehend it, and enjoy 
th: Benefits of it (x): Which is ſurely a far better (zround 


% build our Jjuſuſication upon, than our weak and 1mper- 


hem, where ever the 


— — . — — — 
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12. () Mil. 1. 29, 14 


(t) Dan. 3. 25. (s) Tt Cr. . 17. (0 Rom. 7. 4. (u) Phil. 
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tet Faith, which ſtands in nerd daily of the Righteguſaeſ ſeth, 4 
ot God, tot its own Support. But Jet wit Faith loſe of jt feng ue 
due Reſpest; it's a precious Grace, and may not ſuffer Dic Ihe 
paragement : Though it doth not Originate your Title to ju. which 
{tification; *tis the beſt Evidence ye can have for it: Thou 35 litt! 
it be not your Peace-maker (Primarily) 'tis yet of that im. with I 
portant Uſetulneſs, that your Peace cannot be compleate! 5 

nor can you know that your Peace is made, without it. Vu t do 
Record is in Heaven, and cannot be pleaded bere, (the at the 
Court of Conſcience takes no Notice or it) until exemplitg rom t 
under the Seal of Faith. *Tis ſomewhat like the Inſtrumen. ſelves | 
tun Pacis, where Partys have been at Variance; though the US, ; 
Peace be made, and Terms agreed; it has not its full Fffed, Sor, 


till Ratified on both ſides, and exchanged. Therefore, — 
o el 


Tif. 5. Make it the main part of your Care and Buſineſs,to 
get into Chriſt, and to abide in Him. If. 


VI. The fojinding of Election upon Grace, affords us dicen unde 
uſeful Inſiruct ius « At, 


being 
Improv 

Inf. 1. To fall down, and adore the Great G OD for this} the 
unſfenkable Diſcovery of His Love to Men. It is one of the vill G 
Kichii Mercys that He would not betruſt us in our own kerp- rentag! 
ing: That another (and He One that had not the leaſt net feed, 
ot us) ſhould be more jrovident for us than we would have n; It 
been tor our ſelves ; That our Chiefe# Intere# ſhould have the I Fear the 
Hishe Security; That it ſhould be founded upon Graue; Wight | 
the Attribute which our Great King moſt delights to Honour; ¶ nothin 
And that He ſhould doit (as it were) againſt our Wills; (For that's 
{© it is, in as much as to graft our Happineſs on the Will of Grace, 
another, is contrary to Nature: ) Of all Bottoms, we ſhoull theſe d 
not have pitch'd it there z and yet, in Truth, no other Ground hich | 
would hold us: His Name may well be called Wonderful; If to 
uw not after the manner of Men; Thi us the Lords doing, and let u Cent (e 
be Marcelous in our Eyes, Pſalm 118. 23. could x 


I. 2. It ſhews what Reaſon we have to Diſcard and Caspian l 
for ever, that groundleſs and blindfold Opinion, which 14s 
the Stre(s of Salvation on a thing of Nought; For, whil 
elle is the Will of a Frail and Mutable Man? To forſake 1 
Living Fountain, and Reſt on a Ciſtern, a broken Ciſtern, 
What Folly is it! To caſt our Eagle's Wings, and truſt to 
Foot dut of ſuynt 5 who would dit, that is not void of Unr 


derſlanding:? Curcly, Job was aware Of 1t, when he profel- 
ef 
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ſth, He would not value a Life that depended on His Rig 
teuſneſs (a). 


The Grace of God is little beholden to that Doctrine 
which would give the Glory of it to a Graceleſs Thing; And 
15 little have the Souls of Men to than it for: It feeds them 
with Dreams and Fancys; which when they awake, will 
lewe them ard) beſtead, and bung1y (b). eretore, fit 
not down under the Shadow of that Go; It hath a Worm 
at the Root; and they will not be held guiltleſs, nor kept 
from the Scorching Sun, whoever they be, that ſhelter them- 
ſelves in the Covert of it. It's a Spark: of Men's own kind- 
lg, wherewith though compaſſed round, they'll lie down 
in Sorrow (c). Theretore let thoſe who diſreliſh this Do- 
arine, becauſe it founds not Salvation upon Self, look well 
to their Standing, and ſhift from it in Time. 


Inf. 3. Fall in practically with the Doctrineof Fl:#ion, as 
founded 3 As it was Grace which gave you your Elect 
being; ſo, let it be your Spirit and utmoſt Endeavour to 
Improve this your Being, to the Praiſe of that Grace. 1. Give 
it the ſole Honoprof Eletion's Original: Suffer not Free- 
will Grace, or any thing elſe, to pretend to a Share in the Pa- 
rentage of it: Let not your Faith, whether foreſeen or pe- 
felted, be reckon'd the Ground war, or Motive af your Eleci- 
on; It is a Brauch of it, and the Branch (you know) cannot 
bear the Root (d). Even Faith it ſelf muſt not (and it it be 
ght Faith, it will not) gather where it bath not ſtrewed. Own 
nothing (therefore) that may detract from the Honour 


that's due to Soveraign Grace. 2. Bear your ſelf upon this 
Urace,againſt all your Weakneſs and Unworthineſs: Let not - 


theſe diſcourage you, but rather plead them as Occaſions by 
vhich Grace will be maniteſted and mignified, and ſhew it 
ſelf to be what it is. Thus did David, Pardon my Sin, for it is 
great (e) e And Moſes, when all the People's Obedience 
could not furniſh him with an Argument for God's continu- 
Ing His Preſence with them; What's his Plea? They ate an 
boreft ingemiotma People? Tratable to thy Commands ? Miaut 
to thy Will ? They are worthy for whom thou ſhouldeſt do this x 
Far they love thy Company,and have built Thee a Tabernacle? No, 
tere is none of this Stuff in it: But, Let my Lord, I Ha 
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(a) Fob 9. 15. and 21. (b) Iſa. 8. 21. (C) Ifn. 56. its 
% Aom. 11.18. (e alm 25. 1m. ö 
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N . a» © 
thee, go with u; For it h a ſtiff=necked People ;, their Neck v anther 
Tron Sinew, and their Brow Braſs (f); Therefore, go thou with hath p. 


us, to better us, to ſoften us, and to pardon us: An hy 
this ſhall the Freeneſs of thy Grace appear to us: For, Hos 
4 ſhall it be known that I and this People have found Grace » 
thy Sight (g)? But yet, witbalz (1.) Look that you mak, 
not a light Matter of your Sins, ox of your Sinfulneſs: I 
connot chink bad enough of your ſelf, or of them, nor be to 
much humbled; Only, be not caſt down. (2.) Uſe th 
Means that Grace hath appointed; Watch and be Sober; 
Watch unto Prayer; Put on the whole Armour of God,any 


Love 1 
Pney a. 
goes 1 
to give 
Malter 
ne er t 
ken to 
ed; I. 
Head. 


keep it cloſe about you; Your Sword and your Shield, & 2. I 
ſure you forget not: But ſtill let your Eyes be towards th diſputi 
Hand of Giace, through Chiift, tor Counſel, Strength, Ag though 
CY, and every good t ing; And depend on it tor con ſertig x, 

and arating the Grace it bath wrought in you; as Plants nls 
on their Roots: The Spouſe, after Married to Chriſt, pra ling, 
to he Drawn to Him (h). (3.) Whatever befalls you, Rehe. of His 
ber the good Pleaſure of God is in it; Hold your Peace as dm Duty i 
did (i); or if you muſt ſpeak, let your Speech be ſeaſoned vi, vill t1 
Salt, [it the Lord, let Him do as ſeemeth Him good | (K). Lips o 
| 8 L 
Other uſeful Inſtruct ions fiom the Doctrine of Election in C RM H 
ral, and Together. done, 

de. 
I. It being a Doctrine of ſo ent Importance, be not in this L 
different about it: Put your ſelf on the Trial touching vou the Ko- 
Intereſt in it, and bring forth your Evidences for it: Obſenq Catit 
what are the Propertys of God's Elect, and ſee if they ful And w 
on your Side. 5 ' the har 
i. As touching the Great Buſineſs of Salvation, Do yu waitin 
ſubmit to Mercy without In, making Terms with: God 
God? Have you laid your ſelf at his Feet, with [Trade ke lor, 
zure He will ſave me alive? } And if He ſay, I have no Fl lk-nel 
ſure in thee; Lo, here I am, and here I will lie: It I nu... w. 
periſh, Ill periſh here; I cannot die in a better Place or fend th. 
ture. Thus did Job, when the Lord ſeemed, to ſrt bim Hearts, 
ſelf againſt him, as reſolv'd to deſtroy him; yet ſtill be nf en u 
ſolve to Truſt in Him, and to hold faſt his Integrity (Mere 
This is a Love wore Noble, and of an higher Ext: ad, tha : 

(f) Exod. 34. 9. Iſa; 48. 4. (C) Exod. 33. 46. (öh) Gu ft) 


1. 4 (i) Leit. 10. 3. (K) 1 Sam. 3. 18. (U) 3% 13. ** 
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thoſe are acquainted with, who Conclude , that upon 
> un tbeir doing This and That, (which they ſuppoſe every Man 
u vithſMhath power to do) they ſhall be Saved: For, ſuch kind of 
Andy Love is Mercenary 5 He will not ſtir, nor look towards the 
r, Hop Vineyard, until be hath agreed tor his Penny ; The Other 
race goes in, and falls to his Work, and leaves to his Maſter, 
to give him what is meet (mn); which alſo he leaves to his 
Majter's Judgment, and not his Own: And truly, he ſpeeds 
ne'er the worſe for his ſo doing. But I would not be ta- | 
Uſe te ken to intend a Contentation or Willingneſs to be deſtroy- | 
Sober; en; This, I hope, is cleared before, under the firſt general 

* 


oda Head. 

eld, & 2. Do you Own God's Soveraign Commands, without " 
ards thy diſputing ? Abraham did thus, in the Buſineſs of 1ſaac ; al- | | 
, Agen-Wthough he could not ſee how the Promiſe of God, and the | 
nſercngWM{Xilling of his Son, could ſtand together; And ſowill Abra- | 
ants dns Children do. They know that their Lord is a Great l 
Xing, bath Abſolute Dominion, giveth Account of none | 
of His Matters; What He is pleas'd to Command, their 
1S A uty is to Obey, without asking a reaſon Why ? Or, how 
will theſe Things conſiſt? Such Demands become not the 
Lips of thoſe who live upon Grace. 

i 3. Doth your Love towards God, hold the ſame Courſe ; 
in Gruthit His Love hath done towards you ? All that God hath ö 
done, or will do, for His Choſen, is the Product of Electing 
Dore. Does all ycur Obedience rife from Love? And does 


—— . —— — — — 


an, 
b 4 
— © o * 


not in- this Love of yours grow out of His ? Is His Electing Love 1 
ag you the Root of it? Is all that you do towards God, in a way of | 
env 


Gratitude and Duty; and with deſign to gloritie His Grace 2 
And when the ou ſeems to go trom, you, do youu follow 
the harder after Him; as He, tor a long time, tullowe4 you, | 
Do yul waiting that He might be Gracious unto you? 'This is tru ly '8 
ms Vi": God-like Love; the Eminency whereof lies in this, That 
fie loved us when Enemies to Him; and loved us into a 
lkeneſs to Himſelf: Anſwerable whereto,we ſhall Love Him, 
Nen while our Fears may apprebend Him to be our Enemy; 
and through the Power of His Love ſecretly working in our 
Hearts, go on to love Him, until the Glory of the Lori be 
> cn upon us. You could not hu love God, if He hid not 
Brit) lored you fir2, (n). 


ey 
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h) C fr) Mitth. 20. 2, 7, 11. (n) r Fobn 2. 19. 
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4. Do youRejoyce in the Thoughts of Electing Love Fg 
it is, and Whence it came? What it hath deſigned you foruy 
will bring you unto at 13ſt ? Is it your Delight to converſ 
with the Fook of Lite? And do you Rejoyce more, That yay 
Names are wiitten in Heaven, than if Devils were Subj 
to you ? When your Fleſh and your Heart fail you, do ya 
look to Elecing Love as your Strength and Portion, any 
couut it a Goodly Heritage? Do you aim at That which Ele 
cti „ l deſigned you for, and becauſe ſo deſigned; if hy 
any Means you may attainto it? And are you better ſatis. 
Hed to be at the good Pleaſure of God, than at your own? 
And bleſs His Wiſdom and Grace, fur undertaking the 
diſpoſure of your Eternal Intereſt? Such Fruit could nx 
be, but from that Seed of God. 

Let me add a few Tokens more of True Love, according 
to its ordinary Acceptation and Conduct among Men. 1. He 
that loves another, will delight in his Preſence , and ſeek 
Occaſions of Converſing with him. 2. Being Abſent, be 
thiuks much upon him, and gives welcome Entertainment 
to whatever may be 3 Remembrance of him. 3. He vil 
ſcek the Well- pleaſedneſs of him who is the Object of his 
Love; By peeling Things lovely to him; By avoiding 
whatever may diſguſt him; By a wary preventing, or ſpee- 
dy remcving, what might give the other occaſion to be jex- 
lous of his kwe to lum. 4. He will candidly interpret 


whatever might ſcem 2 declining of the Others love to hin; iſ 


and not be ſatisfied until it be recovered, or better wr 
derſtood. 


II. If you be of this happy Remnant of Election, Then 
look tor 11l Uſage from the World. The Men of the World 
have always hated God's Elect, and Will: Why did Efay 
hate Jacob: 
reit, Lays to His Diſciples, I have choſen you out of the World; 


Ther.y-re\| the World hates you, (p)- While in Nature, they n 


love the World, and the World them: But when Election 
breaks torth in its Fruits; when once they are Called accord- 
1g to purpoſe ;, then a Man's Enemies will be thoſe of his 
own Houte. And hence it is, that the very Doctrine of Ele- 
etion is ſo diſgufttul to the World, and contended againſt; 
wherein I wiſh that ſome of the Ele& themſelves were not 


. * 1 
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(5) Gen, 27. 41. (r) Job. 15. 19. 
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(unwittingly) involy'd. Therefore, think it not ſtrange, 
but take it as an Appendix of Election (9); as a part of That 
you were Choſen unto ; and as That by which (partly) you 
dube4 MW muſt be titted for the Main End: Your Lord Himſeſr was 
10 youll made Perfect through Sufferings (7); and Thoſe Foreknown, 


n, aui vere Predeſtinated to be contormed to their Head, in Suffering 
h Ele- well as Glory (s). 


ſatis- III. Having truſted Electing Love for Eternal Salvation, 
on fee you diſtruſt it not for things of leſſer moment. When the 
1g toe WF Lord ordained you to Life , He ordained alſo all thoſe va- 
d na nous Occurrences, Windings, and Turnings, you ſhould be 
aerciſed with in your Way thither; And (tis ſure,) He 
ording eos nothing in vain. There is need of all forts of W cather 
, I. He bor the Earth's good 3 Alt Fair would deſtroy it. Know it 
id (eek Mitheretore of a Truth „that all your Concerns were fore- 
ut, bWGtermin'd of God; and that ſo well, that all your Prudence . 
mem and Love to your Selves, could not mend it; Nor can all 
He will "oy Care and Solicitude alter any of them, elther as to 
Of ter or Form; No, not to change the Colour of an Hair; 
'oiding Therefore, Take no Thought (t). 5 | 
r ſpee-W But whence u it, That Believers, who have truſted God for 
be jea- Weir Souls, ſbould yer make 4 Difficulty of Truſting Him for 
\terpret Weber Outward Man? And ſo cumbey themſelves with unjroft- 
0 him; Mable Burden ? 
er ur Farthly things are nearer our Senſes 3 and thence we are 
more ſenſible ot the Comfort of them, as alſo of their Want: 
1 ſeem more within our Line and Compaſs ; and fo 
e Reach more earneſtly after them, and are anſwerably 
wubled when we fallſhort : Whereas we ſhould carry it Fr 
1 as we do (or ſhould do, rather) tor our Souls 


d Eſau 


gainſt 4 
ere not 
— 


(ur Wa e. 5+. (.) Matth. K. 30. (u) Heb. 13. 5. 
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Lame of your right hand; and Much Uſing renders it mon 
Uſtul. Faith is the Head of your Spiritual Senfes ; and if 
That be active, the Reſt cannot be idle, nor much at a loſs, 
Faith alſo is a Plain Dealer; it repreſents things as they ate; 
ſhews them in their true Dimenſions, with their Uſe and 
End. Sce therefore, that you never hold a Conſultation, 
unleſs Faith be preſent, yea, and Preſident too; elſe All vil 
be in diſorder at once: One Act of Faithihall ſooner remoy 
the Mountain, than all the Cattle on a Thouſand Hills. 


Laſtly, You that have cloſed with this Truth, and havin 
made diligent Search, do find in your ſelves thoſe Marks ; 
God's Ele; fit down and take the Comfort of it: Let this 
y of the Lord be your Strength: Eat Bread, and 
drink your Wine (or Water either) with a = Heart,fince 
God hath accepted you. If David's Heart was ſo taken with 
that Temporal Favour whichchoſe him to be King before the 
Houſe of Saul (x); how ſhould onr Souls be wrapt into the 
third Heaven, That Ve (poor, unworthy, wretched J 
ſhould be taken into that Peculiar Favour in which the gen- 
rality of Men have nothing to do? How ſhould it affect our 
Hearts, and raiſe up our Spirits, both in all Act ive Obedience, 
as David, who danced before the Ark with all his Might; 
and alſo, to all long Suffering with Joyfulneſs; as Paul, and 
Other Choſen Veſſels, who rejoyced in Tribulation ; becauſe 
this Love of God was ſhed abroad in their Hearts (y) ? 

Art thou of thoſe who are Wiſe and Noble accordingto 
the Fh? Be filled with an holy Amazement, and Exults- 
tion together, (Kejoycing with Jrembling) That the Great 
GOD (to whom thou waſt no more than others thy Conſort 
that are left; nd who commonly chuſes the baſe and fool, 
thereby to magnifie His Grace) ſhould thus go out of Bis 
Way to Call in thee ; and hath alſo made His Call Efedus, 
to thee ; even then when thou waſt environ'd with a Work 
ot Temptations to obſtrut it. And if thou be a Man 0 
low Degree, poor, weak, fooliſh, of no account among Men 
even as one that is Not ; and hath the Lord regarded the? i 
thy low Eſtate, and'magnitied thee, by ſetting His Lon 
upon thee? Hath he taken thee from the Dunghul to ſet thee 
among Princes ;. ven the Princes of the World to come: 
This is that Exaltation which the Poor ſhould always fi 


— 
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(x) 2 Cams Go 21. (7) Rom. 5. 35 4, 
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nd if ice in. Were you the Head inſtead of being the Tail; 
loſs, Were the Necks of your Enemies under your Feet; yea, were 
are; the Devils themſelves made Subject to you; It could not attord 


e and 
ation, 
L wil 
-INOVE 


you the thouſandth part of that Cauſe ot Rejoycing, that 
our Names are written in Heaven. Are other Men proſperous 
in the World, and free from Trouble, while you are reduc'd 
to a low Eſtate, and-chaſtened every Morning? Have (per- 
haps) but an handful of Meal, and a little Oyl in a Cruſe, &c. 
tet think not your Portion Mean, er hardly dealt out: Your 
Nvin things are to come; They are growing in the other 
arks Þ orld ; And at the time of Harveſt the Lord will ſend His 
et this Ml Angels for you : Yea, your Lo- 1 Himſelf will come and 
d, and WM fetch you thither 5 and you ſhall be for ever with Him, 
tine MW in whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe Right, 
n with Hand are Rivers of Pleaſures tor evermore : And then you 
ore the WW will Sing | The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places; ] Ar 
to the WM leaſt, ſay ſo Now. As Abraham dealt by his Concubines 
ed Ji Children, ſo doth God Ly the Ihmacls of the World; He 
e gene- ¶ gives them Portions, and ſends them away; but the Inhe- 
ett our ntance He reſerves tor His Iſaacs; To them He gives all 
<uicnce i that He hath 3 yea, even Himſcif : And what can we have 
Night; more ? 
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OF 
REDEMPTION 
N ?/4 Point we are equally concern'd with that of Elefim, 


as the Great Comprehenftive Means of bringing about the 
Greateſt End, via. the Glory of God in the Salvation of His 


Choſen, Redemption is not another Foundation diſtint 


from Election; but the chief Corner- ſtone that Election 
Heth laid of the World to come. : 

That our L219 Jeſus Chriſt hath a Body or Church, to whom 
He is Head and Sautour ;, is not ſuppoſed a Queſtion : But, 
Who they are that make up this Body; whether the hole of 
Mankind Unicerſally, or Some Particular Perſons ; Whether He 
had in is Death the ſame reſpe& to All as to Some : And 
whether Auy of thoſe He died tor, may miſs of the Benefits 
accruing by His death; are Queſtions of great Import, and 
worthy a ſerious Deliberation ; And the rather, becauſe they 
are Points too lightly Diſcourſed of Ly many. To Reſolve 
which, is the Scope of the preſent Diſcourſe ; which I cat 
into three Branches. | e 


I. That the Body oy Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Ele Perſons, 
II. That for theſe it was that He laid down Hu Life. 
III. That the intent of Hu death cannot be fruſtrate, 


I. Nat the Body or Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Ele# I- 
eng. By this Body or Church, I underſtind the defagned 
Subjects of His Spiritual Kingdom, or Members of His My- 
Rical Ludy ; to whom He was appointed by the Father to 
be Head and Saviour; and They to ſtand related to Him 
as their Prophet, Prieſt, and King : Which threefold Office 
He bears peculiarly towards the Ele&# , the Church of the 
Firſt-born, and Heirs of that World to come. And of 


. Theſe doth His Body conſiſt; i. e. It is made up of The 
' excluſive to Others; Their Number is certain and 1ntire, 


and cannot be broken, either by Addition or Diminution. 
Ot the, the Tavernacle was a Figure, 1. In reſpeit of its 
Symmetry or Proportion of Parts; which induced a ſingular 
. 8 Beauty. 
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Beauty upon it; Towards which, Nothing could be added» 
zor any thing abated; 2. In that all the Parts and Dimen- 
fons thereof were predetermined of God; and not lett, in 
the legſt, to hamane Arbitrement or Contingency : And theſe 
are expreſly ſaid to be Patterns of things in the Heavens (a); 
that is, Of the Heavenly Temple, or Church of the Firft-bru, 
which are written There (4); and in the appointed time, ſhall 
te gathered Together to Him, as the Materials of Solomons 

Temple were to Mount Moriab, 2 Chron. 3. 1. 


That the Body or Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Eled Perſons, is 
drawn from ſuch Premiſes as Ern 7 * 


I. In that our Lord and Saviour ſo manifeſtly ſh-ws 
Himſelf concern'd for the Ele#, as having ſome peculiar 
latereſt and Propriety in them, and Charge of them. With 
Theſe His Delights were from Everlaſting (c): (4 maniteſt 
Proof: of Chriſt's Divinity!) And as ſoun as they were 
ually in Being, He began His actual Converſes with them; 
and therein did even confine Himfelf to the Eled Seed. With 
what unbzlievablę Patience and Goodneſs did tie ſuperin- 
tend the Church, or Elect Nation, forty Years together in 
the Wilderneſs (4); beating them as on Eagles Wings, 
and a as the Apple of His Eye! And when He 
dwelt upon Earth, He went not beyond the Pounds of the 
Haly Land; where alſo all His Delight was among the 
darts (e). Theſe He made His Conſorts, and Men or rus 
Councel : And when ye find Him with others, it was tor the 
kled's fake that were among them. How trequentiv, and 
with what well-pleafedneſs doth He ſpeak ot theſe | Pro- 
tefſins His Love to them, and that according to the high- 
eſt Pattern; Even as the Faiher loved Him, ſo He loved 
then (F) And how great things He would do for them; 
Not to the Halfing of His Kingdom, but the laying down of 
lis life for them (g); Gathering them in, Raiſing them up, 
and giving them to fit with Him in His Throns (Y). But, ror 
tlie World, He takes little notice of them, except with à 
undof Contempt and Commination Let them alone (i); Cake 


— — 
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() M. 9. 23. (b) Ch. 12. 23. (O Prov. N. 31. (d) 47s 7. 
e, 38. (e) Pſal. 16. 3. (f) Job. 15. 5. ( Job. 10. 14, 16. 
and 6. 40. (h) Rev. 3. 21. (i) Matth. 13. 14. 
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off the duſt of your feet ()]; Give not that which w holy unte 
4% (1), Ec. Vea, though they ſeek Him, they ſhall not 
find Him (n). But for His Elect, He is found of them, even 
while they think not of Him (u): The Inſtances of Mats 
thew, the Woman of Samaria, the poſſeſſed Gadaren, His 
People at Corinth, are Records of it. And all this, becauſe 
Thele are His Portion, and the Lot of His Inheritance (o); 
They are the Men which the Father gave Him out of thy 
World (p): For, as Chriſt our Head is not of this World (); 
ſo ncither is His Kingdom, nor the Subjects of it. 

It is true, The Father wy} wr Chriſt to be Head over 
All ; But His Lordſhip over Men in general, and His Head- 
ſhip over the Church, have a far different reſpect and Conſide- 
ration: He is God of the whole Earth, but Feſburun's God in 
a way peculiar to His Choſen (f). An Headſhip of Dominion 
He hath over Kehels, and Service He hath from them, though 
they think uot ſo, nor intend any thing leſs. Nebuchag- 
ne a zar was iiis hired Days-man againſt Die (s), and ru [Belove 
againſt Babylon (t) ; whoſe right hand He held, though they ie” 7 
Knew Him not: So, Moab was His anger (u). But, for . 
the Elect, they are His Natural Subjects; (t 5 not naturally And C 
ſo) They are His by another Title, and to another End : And IE, #1 
ſo intimate is the Relation between Him and Them, that _ 
they are ſaid to be Of Ii fleſh, and of His bones (x) They . 
8 * Soul and Spirit; He and They make one per- 

e an (y). 

That 7 whole World is put in Subjetion to Chriſt, is 
for the Ele#s ſake ; the Power He hath over others, is in 
order to their Salvation; He w Head over al! things to the 
[Church] (g); That is, To Subject, Diſpoſe, and Order all 
tor the Church's good: He hath power over all fleſb, that He 
might give Eternal life (not to all He hath power over, but) 
40 as many as the Father hath given Him (a); Which [Giving] 
1mports aN as going before it: And therefore He ſays, 
I have manifeſted thy Name to the Men which thou gaveſt Me cut 
of the Wirld; Thine they were, (that is by Election) and thou 
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(K) Matth. 10. 14. (1) Ch. 7. 6. (m) Foh. 7. 34. (n) Ja. 
G5. 1. (o) Deut. 32. 9. (p) Job. 17. 6. (q) Ch. 18. 36. 
(r) Dent. 33. 20. Ifa. 44, 2. (s) Ezek. 26. 18. 9 Iſa. 45. 
85 60. 8. (x) Ep . 5 30. (y) Eph, 4. 13. (2 Ch. 1. 22. 
a) Joh. 17. 2. | 


gave 


of Redemption. og 
weſt them Ale (b). That in Heb. 10. 5. 4 Body haſt thou pre- 
wed Me; though chiefly intended there of His Humane 
Nature, holds true of His Body Myſtical; At the Members 
of which were written in God's Book (of Election) when as yet 
there was none of them aftually Exiſting (c. He therefore 
prays for Theſe as a Party diſtin& from the World, and Given 


uſe ; 
N im for an higher End; as appears by comparing the 2, 6, 
9) 10 . 24, 26 Verſes of that 17 of John. 2 


II. We find by Scripture-uſage, That [Church] and [Elec] 
are but two ſeveral Titles of the ſame Perſons, in a ſeve- 
ead. We! Reſpect; Elec] as choſen of God to Salvation; and ſo, 
ide. bey are called The Church of [God,] and ſaid to be Sn iſed 
12 ty [God the Father, ] Jude ver. 1. And the Church of [Chri#} 

m 2 given or committed to Him by the Father, in order to 


— that Salvation, John 17. 6. Of this Church were thoſe par- 
5 ph icular Congregations, to whom the Apoſtles inſcribed 
Cyrus their Epiſtles ; where we have them ſometimes intitled 


[Beloved of God] (d): Sometimes, the Church of God, and 
they ef m Crit (e): At other Times, Saints and fariful 
cf Brethren in Chriſt (f): Then, Churches of the Saints (8) 3 | 
* And Church 1 the Firſt-born 0 And ſometimes expreily 

[Ele] (i). By all which is ſignified, That the Church of 
Chriſt conſiſts of Ele# Perſons : That theſe various Appella- 
tions, are but ſo many Terms indifferently uſed about the ' 
1 and Al as Notes of diſtinction from the 
orld, 


ſt, 1s When Chriſt ſhall appear in His Glory, then ſhall His 
7 Members be gathered to Him; The Lord my God ſball come, 
5 all and [ all the Saints] with thee, ſays Zecharias (K). And Paul (dif- 
* % ouring the ſame Thing) ſays, They that are Chriſt's at His 
7 eming (1): Which ſhews that they are Chriſt's ſo as others 
- ut) are not. And that it is meant of Ele& Perſons, appears by 
4598 our Saviour's own Words, when ſpeaking of that His Com- 
K 1 


ing, and of the ſame Perſons who are ſaid to be Hi, and to 
ome with Him, 5 them expreſly That Denomination, 
He ſhall ſend forth His Angels, and they ſhall gather together His 


ſe cut 
d thou 


977 leck] (m): But as for the Reſt of the Dead, they lived 
8. 36. (0) Jobn 17. 6. (c) Ifal. 139. 16. (d) Rom. 1. 7. (e) 1 Cor. 
a. 45» . 2. (F) Col. 1. 2. (g) 1 Cor. 14. 33. (h) Heb. 12. 23. 
1. 22 Bil) Rt. 1. 2. (K) Zecl, 


. 14. 5. (I) 1 Cor. 15. 23. (m) Mat. 
e 31. - : , 
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not again till a, Thouſand Years after (n); Therefore, the(s 
"Reſt] were no Part of This Body. It may alſo be noted 

hat thoſe who did not Riſe with the Saints, are ſpecified 
here by the ſame Word or Note of Diſtinction, as thoſe 
Not Elected are, in another Place, The Election hath obtained, 
and the [Reſt] were blinded(o) : And that thofe who hag 
part in the firſt Refurre4ion are the ſame Perſons that ate 
written in the Lamb's Book of Life, is evident, by Comparing 
Rev. 20. 4. with Chap. 13. 8. * 


III. It was neceſſary, that the Body or Church of Chrif 
ſhould be compoſed of the Elect Seed; 1. Becauſe none elſe 
were fit to be of this Body, but ſuch as ſhould be like the 
Head. Carnal Members would be as uncomely to a Spiritual 
Head, as one of the Brutes to be Adam's Companion. The 
King's Daughter-ele& (to make her x ſuitable Match for his 
Son) muſt be all gloriow within : Not only of the Carne out- 
ward Metal (for ſo were thoſe other Creatures with Adam) 
but made in the ſame Mould, and indued with the fame 
Spirit and Underſtanding; There muſt be a Congruity in al 
the Parts throughout: They muſt be s of Him; «ah 
ons reſembling the Children of a King (p). E the Head be Hea- 
venly, ſo muſt the Members: They cannot walk together, 
if not thus agreed. 2. Becauſe this Likeneſs to Chriſtis proper 
to the Ele4: It's a Royal Priviledge intail'd upon them, and 
cannot deſcend or Revert to any out of that Line. That 
this Likeneſs to Chriſt is requiſite to all his Members, and al- 
ſo peculiar to Elea 1 are both atteſted in Rom. 8. 29. 
Vom He did foreknow, He alſo did Predeſtinate to he conformed 
zo the Image of His Sou; that Hz night be the Firſt-born amo 
many Brethren: Which implies, that the Fore-known (or Elec 
only, are predeſtinated thereto; and, that were it not for 
Predeſtination, the Firſt-b9rn {hould have but a thin Aſſem- 
bly. to Preſide among; indeed nothing but Blanks for His 
. ** Adventure, and long Ecpectztion. In Eph. 1. 3, 4 5: 

e Further appropriates thoſe Boicitagl Bleſſings, by which 
Men are conformed to Chriſt, to the Came Perſons; 1 2 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſs Chrift, who hath _ 
fed us with al Spiritual Bleſings in Heavenly things in Cbriſt; 
{ decording as He hath Choſen] is in Him: --Having redeſtinated 
1.72 che Aloption of Children, &c. By theſe Two Scriptures it 


— — —— — 


1 0 Rev. 20. 5. (0) Ron. 11. 7. (p) Judg. 8. 18. 
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wears, that God's Children, and ogy Brethren, are the 
ane Perſons; and that they were ſo made by Election. 
Put, are Cbriſt's Brethren, and His Church the Came Per- 
ſons ? Take your Solution from Heb, 2. 12. I will declare 
thy Name unto my | Brethren; In the midſt of the | Church] will 
Ihe Praiſe unto Thee. 3. This Likeneſs toChriſt is not attain- 
able by any without firſt being in Rim as their Head; For 
which Cauſe the Elect were Choſen in Him (2). It is out 
of Chriſt's Ful neſs that all Grace is received: And in order to 
that Reception there muſt be Union: The Branch cannot bear 
Fruit of it ſelf, nor indeed be a Branch, unleſs it grow out 
of the Vine. For which Cauſe and End, the deſigned Mem- 
ders of His Body were Decretively ſeparated from their wild 
Olive Root, and put into Chriſt by Election; and in the 
Fulneſs or Tine, Atually : And hereby they ate made Par- 
takers of the Fatneſs of that Heavenly Root; (i. e. of the Spi- 
jt of Chriſt, which is called the Anointing (r). In this Ra 
ſpe, the Firſt and Second Adams arefAet torth as Parallels 
touching Headſliip to their reſpective Bodys. As from Adam 
their Natural Head, all Mankind have derived their Na- 
tural Being; So from Chriſt their Spiritual Head, do all the 
Llect Seed receive their Spiritual Being and Nature: On 
which Account he is ſtiled The Everlaſting Father, and they 
tu Children (s). They wete all in Chriſt trom Eternity, as 
tuly (but ſpiritually) as Mankind in Adam when be fell; 
or A in Abraham's Loyns when Melchiſedec met him. Eve's 
Produfitun (as to the mauner of it) was a Pattern of this: 
She was made of Adam's Subſtance ; but ſhe came not out of 
his Loyns, but out of his Side (t): So is the New Creature 
extrafted out of Chriſt's; they are bone of Hu bones, aud flefts: 
of Hi feſb;, (ſpiritually underſtood), And none can thus 
procecd from Him, but ſuch as were in im Decretively before 
the World: Men are bleſied with theſe Spiritual Bleſlings, | 
8 being in Chriſt, and not othewiſe (1), : 


Inferences. 


I. I. Let no Man pretend to this Honourable Relation of 
Memberſhip to Chriſt, without ſomething to ſhew, bywhich 
e may warrantably avoucc. it. The currentec Mark will 

(a) Eph. 1. 4. (r) 1 Jobnz. 27. G) Iſa. 9. 6. 
Iz. (t) Gen. 2. 21, 23. (u) Eph, 1. 4. Tit. 3. 3, 6. 


— — 


Heb. 2. 
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be your Conformity, not to Men, or Self, but Chriſt Jeſus 
your Head: It is That muit denomizate you Chriſtians in. 
det d. At the latter Day Chriſt wiil know i.00e but ĩuch as hay 
made their #obes white in the Blood cf ihe Lamb. All hang. 
by's andIvy-claſyers will then be ſhook off; and thoſe oo 
retain'd that have His Subſtance iu them. Many ſhall come 
and plead their Works; what they have been, and what they 
have done; and their old Hypoctifie will be ſo immovable 
and impudent, that they'll even expoſtulate the Matte 
with Him; Havs we not Propheſied in thy Name, and in thy 
Name ca out Devils, and done many wonderful Works Oh 
Of whom our Lord will proteſs,that He knows hen not; No 
nor He never knew them (y)). His own Hz Knows by thei 
Likeneſs to Him; He knows,and carmot but know, the Mem- 
bers of His Body: My Sheep] I know, but who are ye ? will 
He then ſay to all that are but Profeſing Members of Him; 
which will (indeed) be a doletul Concluſion of their ground- 
leſs (though ſpecious) Confidence: Look to it therefore 
in Time. 


Infer. II. We 22 hence, the ſafe and Honourable Eftate 
.' of the Church. ; 


Firſt, Their State is Honourable. If the Woman's Dignity 
riſe in proportion with that ot her Lord; how highly 45 
nified is the Spouſe of Chriſt, in having the Son of God 
their Head! That Seed of Abraham which the Second Per- 
ſou took on him, was inſtantly enobled with a Glory be- 
coming the Son of God, and the Head 'of Principalitys and 
Powers; and no more to be conſidered meerly atter the 
Fleſh : In like manner, having accepted thoſe li is Church is 
compoſed of, He communicates to them of His own Condi- 
tion and Nature; The Glory His Father had given Him, H. 
ye to them (a): And notwithſtanding their former and 

atural Baſeneſs, He reckons them now as One with Him- 
ſelf ; and according to what He will make them at laſt. A 
Iincture thereof He gives them here in Regeneration; which 
alſo He carrys on from Glory to Glory, and at His Appear- 
Ing it ſhall be perfeted; They Wall be like Him indeed (6). 
To ſay of the Church's Head, That He is the [Son of God] 


a (x) Mat, 7. 22, (y) Ver. 23. (a) John 17. 22. (b) I John 
0 Za N 7 
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is to give Him all Titles of State and Honour: *Tis That 
which every Knee muſt bow unto. His Glory is fo incom- 
prehenſibly Glorious, that we ſhall ſooner be loſt in ſearch- 
ing into it, chan compaſs Encomiums worthy of ſuch a Sub- 
et: I therefore ſay no more of it; Nor can more. be ſaid 
(in ſo many Words) to illuſtrate the Church's Glory, than that 
She 15 the Sou e of Griſt; Hence the Glory of our Religion, 
ind of its Real Conteflors. And, let it be noted, that it 
is not a bare Titular or Temporary Dignity they are veſted with ; 
but that which is Neal, Solid, and Durable, Princes confer 
Tiles of Honour, but cannot infuſe Diſpoſitions worthy thofe 
Titles, nor keep them from Degenerating : Chriſt, as Head 
of the Church, does both; He derives into His own, His 
own Prince-like Virtues 5 and that as really, (and intelli- 
gibly too, to thoſe that partake of them) (c), as the Vine 
ts Sap into its Natural Branches. What a Labyrinth is it 
both of Honour and Confolation, That the Blood-Royal off 
Heaven runs in their Veins, and will never out! But, true 
it is, how few do believe it? And ot thoſe feu, who is it 
tht lives up to the Faith of it? Two Ei (theretore) I 
mention 1t tor ; s 

[1.} To bear up your Spirits againſt the World's Frowns 
and Calumnies; which the ſerious Thoughts of your Relation 
to ſuch an Head, may well counterballaace and rclieve you 
againſt, Princes in Exile, (or, if in their own Country un- 
known and mean Attended) are but courlly us'd; (and 
we marvel not at the Matter) wuich yet the Thoughts 9£ 
their High-birth, and Contideuce of Reſtorement, do migli- 
tily ſupport them under: Much mare !hould the Sens of 
God (whoſe Deſcent is uot reckoned from the Kings of the 
Earth) have ſtill in their Eye their Divine Extract, with that 
Ciroumterent Reward that's cuming, and brar up their Heads, 
in a Prince-like mane! and for the Joy that is ſet betore. 
them, both indure tne Croſs and del iſe the Shame ; untis 
they come to be Exalted, not only above thoſe Nick-names 
the World now impoſes on them; but above the mort Ko- 
Murible Names, aud moſt Setene 'Iitles that arc hund under. 
neaven! Then ſhall it be Known Whoſe you net your Luikre 
fall be no longer hid; thoſe that delphi „ou now, Mall 
idk the Duff of your Het (d) And then fall Le aecomplitized 


— 
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that great Word of your Saviour, (and that as ſurely as if i 
were done already) The Glory which Thou gaveſt Me, I hae given 
them(t): Yea, You hall yt with your Lord in His Throne (F). Bg 
ſides, ( vhich alſo ſhall add to that Day's Solemnity) This Thi 

ſhall not be done in a Corner; tut as ye have been openly 
revil'd, ſo ſhall ye have 1 Publick Vindication : The preg 
Trumpet. ſhall be bi nen in the Land (8); The Arch- Angel with 
the Trumpet of God ) ſhall come, and that with ſo ſhill 
a Note, that Heaven and Earth ſhall ring again; and this 
{hall be the Tenor of his Song, Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light i 
come, and the Glory of the Lord us riſen upon thee (i); Aud ſhall 


de no more) Thw ſhall it be done to Zion, whom no Man (now) 
(<cRe8/) after (K). | 


! z.] To mind you that your Honourable Stote obliges to 


an Hunourable Deporment, both towards your Head, you 
'Sklves, and Fellow- Members. 


givingHim Preheminence in all Things: Call no Man onEarth 


| (J.) As touching your Head. 1. Own His Sup 
j after; i. e. in Point of Faith: Give unto Ceſar all that 
belougs to him; only reſpect Chriſt as ſupreme Lawyiver, 
| 2. Submit to His Government: Steer your Courſe by His 
Counſels, and follow His Conduct: Go after Him where- 
ever He thall lead you: Let all your Seuſes have their Seat in 
your Head: Let every thing be underſtuod by you, according 
to His Senſe and Interpretation of it; And if there need 
an Argument ty back the Exhortation, that Ordinance [Thy 
Defire ſoall te to thy Huſband, and He ſhall Rule over thee] (1), 
15445 true and cogent concerning Chriſt and the Church (n). 
3. Expoſe your ſelf for Him: Stand between him and 
Wrongs : Preſerve his Honcur and Intereſt, with the utmoſt 
Hazard of your ſelt : Let Life and Death be as Things in- 
difterent to you, ſo Chriſt may he magnified in yu, n). 4. Loo 
to your Head tor Supply of all Grace; from his Fulneſs it 1s 
to be Þ14, and wy where ele: Hald to your Head, leaſt No- 
tions beguile you ot 1 our Reward (o). Be alſo ſure, That 
Vou Keep to your Vlice and Duty. leit you miſs of the Nou- 
riſhment that belongs to you(p): A Member out of its 
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(Nn 17.22. (C) Rev. 3. 21. (og) . 27. 13. (h) 1 TI.. lt. 
(i) V. c. I. aud 2. (Kk) Ju. 30. 17. (1) Gen. 3. ic. (m) Erb. f. 
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flace,is (for the Tĩme) as a Member cut off. 5. Laſtly, Adorn 
your Head by your daily aſpiring to a nearer Reſemblance ot 
tim: Shew forth HisVartues : Be holy as He was: Let all your 
: Fruits be ſuch as are meet for ſuch a Root. God the Father 
Thirg is the Head of Chriſt, and He bore the expreſs Image of His 
penly WY Parſon (q) in all that He did: He could do nothing but what He 
great Wl ſan the Father do (r) So do you by your Head Chriſt : Make 
vith W Him your Example; and in order thereto, Live upon Him 
ſhall Ws your immediate Root, and give Him the Honour of His 
d this Norn Productions; remembring withal, That every Slip of 
Abt urs caſt Soil upon Him. | 5 
1 ſhall (.) There is a Reſpect due to your felves: (A ſuper- 
(no us Item, one would think, yet needful.) There's Apti-- 
tude enough to Honour our ſelves ; but, as belonging to 
ach an Head, is too much unthought of, Things that well 
ges to Neugh beſeem the common Rank, would be a Diſgrace to 
ſons Of Honour: The King's Dauyhter ſhould be known 
ber Outward Garb 3 [Glorious within] and [Cloathing of 
mouzht Gold] decypher the ſame Perſon, and may nor be 


macy, Miparated. Ye have an High Calling, walk Worthy of it (5); 
Earth Hud new your Ihanktulneſs by an humble Retribution; Ho- 
1! that Nur that which honours you, by comporting with its End: 
wgiver, Wake not your (elf cheap; ſtoop not beneath your Degree; 
by His {Wake Chriſt alone the Object of your Love, Delight, Depen- 


ance; to do otherwiſe is to debaſe your ſelf (). The Church 


Seat in W the Glory of Chriſt; its Members theretore ſhould think 
ording Nemſelves too good, and too great, to be ſpent on the World; 
: needs Nad the World too mean and empty, to afford them either 
ce [Tly Witisfation or Adornment. A circunypet walking, Sobernefs 
ee] (1), r Mind, Humility, Self-denial, with a Meck and Quiet Sj i- 
ch (). Wt, are [Jewels of Price, and Ornaments indeed: By tlie 
m and invited Gueſts ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves from In- 
utmoſt Widers; and real Chriſtians from meerly Nominal, In Chri- 
ngs in- Wanity its no Badge of Pride or IIl-Huſbandry, ta wear your 
4. Loo every Day; yea, we ſhould not be freu without it: 
eſs it 15 uch wearing will better it, and it cinnor be damaged 
aſt No- Wit by lying by. Your Hodys too are wathy of Confidera- 
e, That en, and not à little: They ate the Figures of Chriſt's Hu- 
je Nou- unity, and Temples of the Holy Gholi; theretote Keep 
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eptable to God, and approved of Men; and a good Evi-. 


* 


knce it is of your Memberſhip to Chriſt: 


Secondly, The Church is Safe. The Son of Gnd being 
their Head and Saviour, beſpeaks aloud their Security. They: 
ar, indeed, cornpaſſed about with Difficulties, Dangers, and 
Deaths 3 and yet they live; yea, they Overcome ;, and {hall in 
th: end prove more than Conquerors > The reaſon of all, is, 
Their Head 1s 1n Heaven, whence all relief comes ; and that 
Avenue cannot be ſtopped, If ye ſpeak of Principalities 
ad Powers, which Rule in the Air; Chriſt has a Power 
above them, they are under His feet (a). Their Power, of 
hucting lies much in their Subtilty ; but, even in hi they are 
fill circumvented: He catches them in theirown Net; and 


Veſpiſc ence it is, that the Devil has from the Beginning, been 4 
2 oe ix to himſelf; His frſt Bait in Tempting, was [Ie ſhall be 
: ** # Gods | (b); when his meaning was, to mike us like him- 
00 5 elf : But the Wiſdom of God turns the Temptation into a 
ol ophecy, and Chriſt will make it yool (c); as He allo did 


that 3 Counſel of Caiaphas (d). The Serpent in 
uſing Chriſt's Heel, got a Bruiſe in his own Head; that all 
tis Devices have ſtill proved Abortive, or turn'd on him- 
elf: He ſtir'd up Judas to betray Chriſt, the Gentiles and 
ers to Condemn and Crucifie Him; and what got he by it, 

the Loſs of his Empire? If ye ſpexk of lus Seed, the 
ike Infatuation hath deſcended tothem: This nothing makes 
pliner than their ſtill making it their Intereſt to extetmi- 
mate the Church: (With as much Reaſon they might think 


lug to unhinge the World, or unbottom the Rock of Aves) But 
Iy ne: weir Projects have ever been deteuted; and ſhall ; (as Men 


miſtzking their Meaſures) and made to ſubſerve the Inte- 
rſt they deſign to cruſh, The Egyptiaus Dealings with 1/- 
met, and Nominal Chriſtians, with Moo that are really Yu,, 
ne Inſtances above Contradiction. It's a Conſideration of 2 
imall Importance to our F4ith, That all things were made 
tor Chriſt, and are at His dif poſe : And thetetore, whatever 
tie Church's Enemies have, they have it ftom the Church's 
Head; who knowing His own Intereſt and Intent, will give 
dut no more than to ſerve that turn; nor can they act what 


they have but under His Government; He is Prince of the 
— — — | 


— 
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Kings of the Earth; He ruleth among the Gods; Sits at thy Bow 
ticlin inviſibly z Steers the moſt ſecret and violent Counſel; : 
and carries the caſting Voice. Among other Obſervably 3 
its Matter of Wonderment, 1. That the Divine Preſciens 3 
hath ſo interwoven the Secular Intereſt with that of Hu able 
Church, as induceth a kind of Necellity to protect tu Jes, 
Church for the World's ſupport. 2. That our Lord frequenth Re 
compaileth His Work, by letting His Enemies do they 1 1 
own (e). And 3. That in all their Devices He {till Counter. N 

mines them; and either takes out their Powder, or blon on! 


them up with their own Train (). oh 

Put, ſuppoſe that Hell Le broke .looſe , and Legions of 11 E. 
Locuſts belch'd out of the Bottomleſs Pit, come up agair * 
them, Armed with Strength, winged with Fury, Ambuſe the ( 


coed with Policy, Edged with Enmity ; and Headed by the 72 
rcd Dragon; And by theſe is Beſieged the Camp of th J 
Saints and the Beloved City; And the Church as unable to 
Teſiſt, as a Woman that's ready to Travel; and uow (fp 
their Enemics) what will become of their Dreams? Take 


this tor vour Comfort: 1. There ſtill hangs a Cloud betwee 8 
the two Camps; and its bright fide is towards the Church Gon 


2. Ihe Enemies Camp is again ſurrounded by the. Church's - 7 
Succours, and kept in a Pound, as by Chariots and Horſenad 1 
of fire (h): And z. That He who ſits in the Heavens, will Plac: 
have them in Deriſion (i). Jeruſalem will prove a burther : 


ſome Stour to all that trouble themſelves with it: And tk 
Other Mcans fail, (and to make a total end) Fire comes du y 
om God out of Heaven, and devours them (k). * s 

But, there is yet a more dreadful ſort, of Enemies ta, *** © 


theſe; The Devil in the Head of Original Sin, is a Beaſt n 15 
to be dealt with. The Church it ſelt (reflecting on (elf, an N 
looking no ger) may cry out with Amazement, Who 1 * Fo 
able te make War with the Beaſt ! Indeed, the whole 0 10 . 
our Native Militia,with all the Troops of Free-Will AuiF [* '* 


laries, will not do it; they are but Mercenaries; and if) - g 
{ 7 41 ao ond N M4 0 * 
truſt them, they! turn againſt you in the Battle: Or! Wha 


they ſtand to it, (according to their beſt Skill) it ſhall 10 11 
avail you ; they are with this Beaſt, but as ſtubble to bi} ** © 


— * *» 


— 


(e) ren (t) 2 Kings 6. 8, 9. J. 9. 15, 10 Ty 
2 Chr. 2c, 22 13. Exod, 14. 20. (h) 2 King, C. I: 
( Hal. 2. 4. ( Rev. 20. 5 3 
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Bow : yet be not diſcouraged, only renounce them all, and 


ts at th . 8 

i Lepend on the Triple League | Above ;] (That Onnipotent and 
— Ebel Confederation) of all ab 1 — Lord is 
teſcien . Commander in Chief. This Lion of the Tribe of Frdah is 


able to deal with that Beaſt, and to tear bim in pieces; 
yea, He hath done it already; On Hi Croſs, He Trmmphed 
over them (1) ; yea, (and which is more) He followed the 


t of Hu 
Yet the 


40 a Rout to the Gates of Hell; there He ſhut them in, and carries 
unte, the Key on his Shoulder ; they cannot wag but by Licenſe 
or blon from Him; nor 7 a Moment beyond His Preſcrizt, To 

be ſhort, The only dreadful thing is Sin; the Devil, Death, 


and Hell, are but ſubordinate Attendants ; (as Eftets on 


* q their Cauſes) and therefore That taken away, the reſt are 
.mbuſcs unſtung, they have loſt their power of hurting ; ſo that 
d by th the Church ſtill remains Invin-1ble;z and the Reaſon ot all is, 
b of th It is founded upon a Rock (m), and that Rock 1s (it (n). 
able All which being true, not only of the Church in grots, Eut 


iow ( of Members in particular. Thereture, 


? 1. 
1 Infer. III. Let every one that is of this Body, be well apaid 


wrch(s with his Lot; Be glad and rejoyce tor ever in this your For- 
Church tion: This is the Exaltation the Brother of low degrce hd 
Honſent value _ elf by (o). Be your Rank and Condition ever ſo mean 
ns, will in the World, care not tot it; but reſt contented with your 
Face, and be thankful for it; Deſire not (yourſelf) to change 
And it; but firive to fill it up, and be as uſ-ful in it as youcan, 
Look alſo for troubles, and think them not ſtrange (p): The 


mes da | N 
Capt ain of your Salvation was made ſerfedt throug h [uffer ing (40 

ies tall ind the Servant may not look to fare better than 433 Lord (15. 

Beaſt 19 . . , 

elf au Fer. IV. If Jeſus Chriſt be your Head, be confident (then) 


| Who] of all Love, Counſel, Care, and Protection from Him: CI 
whole off vith Him, intitles to all that is His. It is Natura! to the He «1 
ill Au to love and to cheriſh the Body, and every Member ot it ; 
ind if y % contrive and caſt about for its Welfare un S-ty ; 
: Or! Ai a an cheriſheth his own Fleſb, ſo doth Chriſt Hu Church (s). 
(hall no * nat though thou be, in thy ſelt, an uncomely Member: 
© to hie will put the more comelineſs upon thee (:) He will cluath 


— 
— 


— 
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15, % (1) Col. 2. 15. (m) Marth. 16. 18. (n) 1 (0. 10. 4. 

s 6. 1 (0) Jam. 1. 9. (p) 1 Pet. 4. 12. (q) Heb. z. 15. (r) Luk. 
23. 31. (5) Eph, g. 29. (t) 1 Cor. 12. 23. 

Den 12 thee 
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thee, and feed thee, and Phyſick thee 3 He will give Grace and 
Glory, aud uo good thing will He withhold from thee (u)! For, He 
being the Firſt- born, Prince and Head of the Family, all the 
younger Bretihien are to be maintain'd upon His Inheritance. 


Infer. V. Reſt alſo aſſured of ſafe Conduct to the promiſes 
Land. Adverſarizs and Difficulties you will certainly meet 
with; Remaining Corruptions (like the mix'd Multitude) will 
be tumultuating and tempting within; the Amalekizes and 
Nie of His Wrath, will ſtand in your Way without, or be 

alling on your Rear, to cut off the weak and feeble ; and 
the Serpent will yet be mbling and n your Heel; 
but higher than that he toucheth not; your Heart and your 
Head are out of Reach, theretore ſafe: It it come to the 
worſt, ye can but die; and Death it ſelf ſhall not hurt 
you: Nay, you Conquer Dying; it ſhall but mend your 
pace Heaven-wards, and haſten you up to the Throne of 
God. Therefore, Quit you like Men, and as Men of neateſt 
Relation, by Blond and Spirits, to the Man Chriſt Jeſus; 
tor, God ſhall bruiſe Satan under age? rn ſhortly (x) Come, 
(will vour Captain ſay to you, Come) Set your feet on the 
Neck of this King of Pride (y); and do by him as he hath 
done by others, and would have done alſo by you; Give bm 
double according to his Works (z): This is the time when ye 
ſhall Fudge Angels (a); and all under the Conduct of this your 
Head and Captain, who will now preſerve you faultleſs, even 
before the preſence of Hi Glory, with exceeding Foy (b). 


II. ] 
That 7 Lord Feſws Chrim gave Hw Life a Ranſom for ths 
Ele. 


That the Ele# are Chriſt's peculiar Portion, is ſhewn before; 
and what Engavements were upon Him, on that Account, 
tor their Redemption, will appear afterwards. By [Giving 
Hinſelf a Ranſom,\T underſtand the whole of His Humiliati- 
on, whatever He did orſutfered as Mediator, from His Incat- 
nition, to His Reſurrection; all which are ſummarily ex- 
preſs*d by [ th? blood of His Croſs :] as all the precious Fruits 
of His Death, are by Forgiveneſs of Sins, |and | Reconciliation 


_—_—_ 


(u) Hal. 84. 117. (x) Rom. 16. 26, =y Joſh, 10 24. (2 Rec. 
18. 6, (a) 1 Cor, 6. 3 (b) Jude ve. 24 
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with God. ] That was the Price wherewith He bought them 
that ſhould be Sav'd; and This the Salvation He bought for 
them, and Them for It, For, albeit that Satan (through 
their Free- Will failings in Adam) had got a temporary Mort- 

e upon the Ele& themſelves; they are not bis; the Fee- 
Fe or Right of Inheritance remains in Chriſt; and there- 
fore, at the Year of Jubilee, they return to Him as the Right 
Heir; though not without both Conqueſt, and full price ; 
vhich two together make Redemption compleat, 

M x (here) is to ſhew, That the Body or Church of 
16 are eſpecially concern'd and intereſſed in Redemptinn And 
in order thereto, I would conſider two other of the Divine 
Works; both which reſpet the World \Dnive/ſully, as Re- 
demption doth 5; aud yet have a Specialty in them, as Re- 
&mption alſo hath; (viz.) Creation and Providence. 

t. Creation; One God was the Maker of all; but, all were 
not made for the Came Uſe and End: He had a peruray Soo; e 
in the making of Some, which was not Common to the Whols ; 
yea, The Whole was made for the ſake of that Some. As in a 
gteat Houſe are many Veſlcls, (all of one Maſter's providing, 
and all for his own Service) ſome to Honour, aud ſome too 
Dihanoyr : So in the World, Szme God raiſed up to be Mo- 
mments of His Power and Juſtice (c); called theretore, Ie: 
el: of Wrath (d) : Others are Veſſels of Mercy, whom He fu med 
wr Himſelf (e), and are theretore ſaid to be Afore-prepared 
unto Glory (F). 

2. Providence: This alſo extends to All, and to each Tn- 
avidual : He hath Power over all, and Govern them He 
(th, in their moſt ungoverned Deſigns and Actions: But as 
touching His Church, the People of His Holineſs (g); He holds 
a pecultar kind of Government over them, and Steerage of 
their Concerns: And this ſo tar exceeds the other, that (in 
compariſon) 'tis ſaid, He never bore Rule oper them (h); and 
(which is ſtill to be remark'd) The Others Concerns are made 
uſerviznt to Theirs; He 1s Head aver all to the Church (i). In like 
manner, Redemption may be ſaid to be General, and yet to have a 
Pectalty in it: It is General, 1. In reſpect of Perſons 5, 2. In 


nnn 


— 


— 


(e) Exod. 9. 16. Jude ver. 4. Rom. 9. 22. 1 Pet. 2. 8. 
(d) Rom. 9. 22. (e) Iſa. 55 7, 21. (f) Rom. 9. 23. (g) N. 
6.18. (h) ver, 19. (1) Eph. 1. 22. 
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reſpe&t of Things: Both which are true apart, tho' not con- 
junctly: It purchaſeth ſome good things tor all; and all gO⁰ 
things for ſome. As it reſpects Perſons, it obtains a Genen 
Reprieve, extenſive to all the Sons of Adam The Sin of the 
World was ſo far Expiated, that Vengeance was not preſenth 
Executed; which muſt have been, had not the Son of Gol 
interpoſed Himſelf : His being Slain from the Foundation 
of the World, was the Foundation of the World's ſtanding; 
and of all the good things which the World 1n general are 
partzkers of, All that Order and Uſetulneſs which yet 
ſurvives 2mong the Creatures , with all the Remains of 
our Primitive State, was preſerv'd (or rather reſtor'd) 
by ReCemption : Chriſt is that light which I1ghteth every on 
that cometh into the World (k); i. e The Light and Blei- 
ſings which any Man hath , he has them from Chriſt x 
4 Redeemer ; Ey Him all things confi (1). Thus far Re 
demption was General as to wa in, and in this Senſe, 
Chriſt is the Saviour of all Men. But, let's not omit, that 
all this had à Spect4l reſpec to the Church Ele : for then 
it was that the World was made: They are the Subſtance 
of it ; and but for them it had been diflolv'd, or turm 
into à Lake of Fire. What the Prophet ſpeaks of Iſra:], 
was true of the Univerſe, Except the Lord of Hoſts had left u 
n Renmant, we had been as Sodom (u) As thoſe days 
Tribulation were ſhortned for the Eedts ſake (o); (not yet in 
being:) ſo, tor them it was, that when Sin came in, De 
ſtruction was warded off. 

„ But Temporary things, though ever fo great and good, 
were of too low an Alloy to be the purchaſe of Divine 
Blood; their Line is too ſhort to meaſure Redemption by; 
and their Bulk too narrow to fill up the height and depth ot 
of that Great Abyſs : There muſt, by that Gloriow Alcbiere- 

zue nt, be ſome nobler Obtainment than ſhort-liv'd Bleſſings; and 
an Hig her End than to bring Men into a meer paſthility of being 
Saved. The Life of the Son of God was infinitely too pre- 
(1915 to be given for periſhing things; nor would it be coni- 
Rent with Divine Wiſdom to venture it for an Uncerta-nty. 
It had been a light thing for Chriſt, and not worthy His ſut- 
terings, to raiſe up the Ruins made by Adam to fuch a be- 
vree of Reitgrement, as would only have ſet him in his for- 


— : —— OO —— 
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(k) Job. 1. 9. (1) Cel. 1. 17. (m) Ii. 6. 13. (n) Ji. 1.9: 
(o) Matth, 24. 22. OE. 
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ter State, and that upon Terms more unlikely to ſucceed * 
This had been to give a greater Value for things of leſſer No- 
nente For, it needs muſt Le a Happier State, to be made 
Upright, without Byaſs to Evil; than to be moved with all 
manner of Motives, while ftter'd by Vnbeliet, and a Na- 
tural Bent to revolt further: For, notwithſtinding all thoſe 
Motives and Means, not the * only, but the Univer- 
ſality of Mankind might have periſhed and gone to Hell; 
which would in no wiſe have anſwer'd God's End in ma- 
king the World, much leſs in Redeeming it. I was there- 
fore neceſſary, Redemption ſhould have a farther teach than 
tobring Men into a meer Salvable State; and that could not 
be leſs than a State of Certain Salvation. And, in Order to 
this, Redemption was General as to Things, even Al that 
pertaineth to Lite, and Godlineſs ; Eternal Life, and what- 
ever conduceth thereto, as will after be made evident. 
And thi is that Redemption we are treating of; and this the 
Senſe of the preſent Poſition, VIZ, That Redemption thu UN 
bfed.is peculiar to the Church; and that Eledion is the Pattern 
by which Kedemption is to be meaſured; The Sou can do nbi 
but what He ſees the Father do, Joh. 5. 19. 

To make Redemption larger than Electing Love, is to 
over-lay the Foundation; which (all Men know) is 4 very 
momentous Error in Building, eſpecially of ſuch a Tower 
vioſe Top muſt reach to Hewen. It ther2tore behoves us 


by ſtretching or ſtraining the Bounds He hath ſet. The 
a; were Opinion'd that the Promiſe ot the Pp be- 
thers 
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11 own the Sheep are, and for whom He lay d down His Life, (: Wh, Ele 
| And that He might not be taken to intend thoſe only of Wh Pe. 1 
the Jewiſh Nation, He preſently adds, And 2ther Sheep I have, N C 
whith are not of this Fold; Them alſo muſt I bring (x). The Wit apa 
Evangeliſt, expounding the High Prieſt's Prophecy, (That Mere 4 
it was expedient one Man ſhould die for the People ) delivers it th w 
thus; That He ſhould not die for that Nation only but alſo, Nlemple 
that He ſbonld gather together in One, the [Children f God] that In L 
are ſcattered abroad (Y; In conſequence whereof, they are Werform: 
faid to be made nigh by the blood of Chriſt (t); (tho? before In Para 
afar off) And that He reconciled both, (i. e. Jews and Gentil, Werwarc 
or the Eled ſcattered amongſt both) in one Body by the em d, 
Croſs (u): And this in purſuance of that bleſſed Compact cho ar 
made with Him, for Reſtoring the [ Preſerved] of Ifrael, as Ws, The 
you find it recorded in Ia. 49. 6, It further appears by Iſa, 
53, C. That they were [Sheep], whoſe Iniquities were laid upon Wam's | 
ri: And again, Ter. 8. For the Tranſgreſton of my | People] hat C 
was He ſricken. And here, let me Note, (for *tis very con- {Wome / 
ſiderable) That we read not of any Party of Men termed Ws ſpeci 
Sheep, the People of God, and His Children, in diſtinction m bat . 
Others; but with reſpe& to ſome peculiar Intereſt He hathin Nord 
them above others: And what that Intereſt may be, exceyt- MS, 1: 
ing Election, doth not appear to us; For thuſe other Sheep Nerrih 7 
were not yet Called, and therefore not yet Believers, and HEpiſtle 
Eheep on that account; but as wey were of God's Eled. . and 
For, though All Men were loſt, Chriſt was not fent but to th And a: 
loft Sheep of the {Hove of Iſrael; that is, Thole Perſons of Witſſes t 
the loſt and periſhing World, whom God had Choſen for Fis Ie my 4 
Teculiare, as He did the Houſe of Iſrael from. among the Na- ¶Lfe fo 
tions; and who in that reſpe&, were a ſpecial Type of theVhere 
Spiritual Election. And on this account, the Promiſes of the and, 4: 
New Covenant were made to the Church under ſuch NamesKile. 
and Titles as were Proper to that People, as diſtinguiſhed It f 
from other Nations , oF, „ 
In Iſa. G2. We find Holy] and | Redeemed] 1 ben to theſthe Ch; 
fame Perſons : Whether it be meant of Elefive Holineſs ofincloſe; 
Afual, it comes to One: For, Both of them, together with ffts of 
Redemption, do refer ta the ſame Subject: For, as AfuWurch 
'Sandtification is the next Fruit aud Conſequent vfRedemptionſitom } 
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(c) Feb. 10. 15. (i) Fer. 16. G) Ch, 11. 52. (1) E 6) 
3. 13. (u) Ver, 16. ene (a) Ge 
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0, Election is the Root of them both; as ye have it in 
Het. r. 2. Eledt unto obedience and ſprinkling of the Blood of 


bare, I Chriſt (x). To be Holy, is to be Sacred, Seletted, and 
The Wk: apart tor Holy Uſes,by wy, pe of God: And they 
(That rere Actually Sanctiſied by the Hrinkling of Blood (y) : In 
vers it roth which Reſpects, the People of Iſrael, the Tabernacle, 
b alſo, Wemple, Priefts, Altars, &c. are all ſaid to be Holy. 
] that In Late 1. 72. God's ſending of Chriſt is ſaid to be, De 
27 ac Mherformance of His Holy Covenant; which was firſt proclaim'd 
before In Paradiſe, as made with the Woman's Seed (2); and af- 
entile,, Mterwards renewed with Abraham (a); and is therefore 
by the Nem' d, The Mercy promiſed to Abraham and ts Hu Seed: And 
"mpatt Nrho are Abyahant's Seed? Not the World, but Believers; that 
nel, as Ws, The Ele#; For, Theſe only obtain Faith, Rom. 11. 7. And 
by Iſa, WG". 3. 29. ſaith plainly, If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abra- 
d un am's Seed. We alſo read, That it was a Peculiar People 
People] Nihat Chriſt gave Himſelf for, and purchaſed (b); It denotes 
con {Wome ecial Propriety He hath in Them above Others; and fo, 
termed Wa ſpecial Cauſe for His giving Himſelf for them. It alſo ſeems 
>n from bat [Peculiar and Purchaſed| are fo nearly allied, that one 
hathin MWVord is uſed to fignifie both, r Pet. 2. 9. According with 
except- {Mbus, is that in the x Per. 1. 20. where Chriſt is ſaid to be 
y Sheep rerily fore-ordamed, and Manifeſted for thoſe He writes that 
s, and MEpiſtle to: That they were Perſons Elefed, is evident by the 
”s Ele. i. and 2. Verſes; And Elect unto the frinklmg of His Blood: 


And as they were EleRed to it, ſo in the 17. John, He pro- 
feſſes to make it good; For their ſakes (ſays Chriſt) I ſan#i- 


for His e / ug ; and twice in the 10. John, That He laid down Hu 
the Na- Le for the Sheep (c); Which is as excluſive of others, as 


here He ſaith, My Righteouſneſs extends unto the Saints ; 
=, He that believeth ſhalt be Saved; that is, Such, and None 

e. | 

It further appears from As 20. 28. That it was the 

x [Curch) of God that He 7 yarn gas with His own Blood. Now, 
d to thethe Church and the World, are plainly diſtinct, as a Garden 
lineſs onflincloſed is from the Common Fields. That the Church con- 
her with its of Ele# Perſons, is proved before; and that it was the 
Aua durch He died for, is proved by this Scripture; As alſo, 
lemptimſ hom Eph, 5. Where Husbands are required to love their 


— — — — — — 8 


(t) H. ( x Ni. t. 2. (y) Heb. 9. 19, 23. (2) Gez. 3. 15. 
(2) Gen, 12. 3. (b) Tit, 2. 14. (e) Joby 10. Its 13. 


{3 Wives; 
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Wives, as Chriſt loved the Church, and {gave Hwnſelf for it] (q; 
which ſhews, That as the Huſband's Love to his Wife, is ang. 
ther kind of Love, than what he bears to others of the ſame 
Sex; So is Chriſt's Love to His Church; and therefore, Hig 
Death, which was the ſpecial Effect of that His Love, is ye. 
culiar to the Church only. The Elders about the Throne 
ſing a New Song to the Lamb, becauſe He Redeemed them u 
God by Hu Blood (e): Among other Reaſons tor. that Stile 
of Elders, this may be one, That they were Choſen from thy 
days of Old; and their Names written in His Book of Life fromtly 
Foundation of the World (f). They are alſo ſaid to be Re- 
deemed [out of] every Kindred, and Tongue, and People 
and Nation; Which rationally implies, That the Bulk d 
thoſe People and Nations were not Redeemed with them, 
We alſo read, that a certain Number are ſaid to be Redeem 
ed | from the Earth] and Vom among Men] (g) : If Some 
from among Others, It tullows of Courſe, That thoſe Othen 
were exempted. (Here note by the way, That theſe El 
ders were now in Heaven, above the Clouds of miſconcey- 
tion and prejudic'd Opinion; and therefore, no Reaſon to 
miſdoubt their Teſtimony.) And further, Theſe Redeemed 
Ones are there alſo ſtiled, The Firſt Fruits unto God, and tothy 
Lamb (h); which Appellation inſinuates, That they were ſe- 
parated from the Reſt, as the Firſt Fruits under the Lav 
were, by God Himſelf, who took them tor His Own Fort 
on (i). They are likewiſe ſaid, To have the Father's Nane 
written in their Forebeads (k); (Election marked them out 
tor Chriſt) And to be written in the Lamb's Book of Life; 
and that as a Lamb „lain (I); Who on that Account fays 
to His Father, Thine they were, and Thou gaveſt them Me, John 
17. C. Where alſo, in His Prayer for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice 

e was now to offer, He ſtiles them, The Men which the Fa. 
#her had given Him [out of the World; And in Ver. 10. 46 
Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine © i. e. All that were 
Chriſt's in order to Redemption, were firſt the Father's by 
Election: It is as if He had ſaid, All that I undertake for, 
are Thine Elect; And All Thine Elec I undertake for : 
He therefore reciprocates the Terms of Relation, turns them 


*** 


(d) Eph. 5. 25. (e) Rev. 5. 9. (f) Rev. 17. 8. (8) Ker. 
14. 1 4. (h) Kev. 14. 4. (i) Numb. 3. 13. and 8. 16. 
(K) eb. I 4+ I, (1) Rev. 13. 8. 
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it (0 » and again, to ſhew the Sameneſs of the Perſons concerned 
08 in both, From all which it ſeems undeniably evident, That 
I lame x2 certain Number were Elected; ſo a certain Number, and 
te, His Thoſe the very ſame Perſons, were Nedeemed. 


1 The Ground and Truth of this Aſertion, u further confirmed by 


them ts ſuch Arguments as theſe; _ 

it Stile 4g. I. The Levitical Sacrifices were offered for the Houſe 
om the Mo [/rae!, exemptive of other Nations: And theſe being a 
fromthe; Type of the Sprritual Election, It follows, that this Sacrifice 
be Re- Mot Chriſt (Typitied by Theirs) was alſo Peculiar to Jews in 
People, Whirit ; or Spiritual Jews: For he only is reckoned a Few, 
Bulk of Mthat is ſuch 1nwardly in the Spirit (wm). So, Aaron's making 
1 them, MAttonement for his Houſbold, and bearing the Names of the 


Lederm- 
Lf Song 


Teelce Tribes on his Br eaſt- plate, were Typical of our Great 
High-Prieft's bearing the Names, and ſuſtaining the Perſons 
& Other of thoſe for whom He offered Himſelf on the Croſs: Of all 
eſe E-Mithoſe legal Shadows, Chriſt and the Church of the Firſt- 
>oncep- born, are the Body and Subſtance. 


aſon to Ag. II. The Right of Redemption among the Jews, (which 
Kcdeemed ſhadowed this) was founded on Brotherhood Hence 1 inter, 
ud t0 th MThat that Relation (ſpiritually taken) was both the Ground 
were ſe· Nand Limit of Chriſt's Office as a Redeemer. The Apoitle's 
he Law EDiſcourſe in Heb. 2. ſeems to point at this; where he ſays, 
n Porte They were Brethren, Children, and Sons, whom Chriſt ſhould 
's Name deter fom Bondage, Make Reconciliation for their Sins, and 
em outing to Gloy. But, how came they to be God's Cluldren 
t Lite; Wand Brethren to Chriſt, above others 7 It was by Predeſtination; 
nt ſays and That was it intituled them to Redemption; as 15 evident 
e, John b⸗ comparing the 5 and 7 Verſes of Eph. 1. Having | Te 
AcriticeWnared)] 10 to the Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt ; In whom 
the Fa. Ire have [ Redemption] through His Blood. And tis worthy 
10. 4*Yrour N otice, That by the Law of Redemption; a Stranger 
it were One that was not ot the Brotherhood) might not be Redeem- 
bers bY ed; But One that was, though not Redecmed, muſt yet go 
ake fon Elie in the Year of Jubilee (u); which ſhews the peculiar Refpe# 
ce 10! 'Fithe Lord has for His peculiar People, | 

ns them 4g. III. The Saving Benefits of Redemption do not redœund to 
e bet Ele# Perſons, Whatever is one where aſcribed to Re- 
g) Rerjettion,as the ſpecial Fruit and Conſequent thereof; is elſe- 
8. 10, lere aſcribed to Election, and to this as the firſt and Ori- 


— 


— . — 


n) Rin. 2. 29, (n) Lev. 25. 46, 48. with 41. 54. | 


ginal 
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inal Root: And, that Redemption it ſelf is the Fruit os Myvt Be 
_—_ Love, is evident by the 1 Pet. 1. 2. (quoted he. Mihey w 
fore) Elect unto Obedience and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſu Wo ha 

Chriſt, They are alſo ſaid to be 49 with all Spiritual Mhy, 


Bleſings in Chriſt, — as He had Choſen them in Him (o): Wrion 
And if all Spiritual Bleſſings be diſpenſed by the Law of ends 
Eledtion; then all the Saving Benefits of Redemption (which {Mor the: 


are the ſame with thoſe of Election) muſt be diſpenſed by Ws alwa 
the Came Rule; and ſo, to the ſame Perſons only. Wealſo Micreto 
find, that Chriſt's adual Diſtribution of the Gifts He re. {Whoſe C 
ceived for Men, is guided anſwerably: He manifeſts the Fu- 
zher's Name to the Men He had gicen Him \ out \ of the World 0. 44. 

To theſe He Expounds that in private, which to others He 1 
ſpake in Parables: And thus He did, becauſe to them it 5 
was given to know the Myſterys of the Kingdom of God; 
but to the Alultitude it was not given (4); and Election was 
that which gave it them, (as it follows there) For ſo it ſeem 
good in thy fight. In like manner, the Apoſtle, in Rom, 8, 
puts Election and Redemption zcgether, as pertaining to the 
ſame Perſons ; And Juſtitication (which is the next Effect of 
Redemption) he makes alſo an unqueſtionable Conſequent of 
Election; Who ſball lay any thing to the charge of God's Eled! It 
2 God that juſtifieth: Who ſhall condemn ? I u Chriſt that died (ij. 
The Queſtion being put concerning God's Ele, and the An- 
ſwer referring to thoſe for whom Chriſt dy d; is a plain Im- 
plication, That Redemption and Fruſtification are commenſu- 
rate with Election; that either of them concerneth only the 
fame Perſons ; and that neither of them extends to any, but 
whom the other alſo taketh 1n, 


Arg. TV. The Price of Redemption was of that Precious and 
Matchlefs Value, that it could not be parted with, but with 
Reſpett to the Certainty of the End tor which it was paid. 
Now, the End of Redemption was the Salvation of Men; 
below which there could not be an End worthy the Death Nu 
of Chriſt; And zhs nothing could ſecure but Election. 
The Ele# always have obtain'd, and ſhall: This is a Rule ate 
firm'd in Rom. 11. 7. But for the Reft, or. are blinded; 
that is, they are left to their own voluntary Miſunderſtand- 
ing; and being ſo. left, Not only they Do not, but they cau- 

(o) Eph. 1. 3, 4. (p) John 17. 6. (q) Matth. 13. 34 36. 
(r) Kom. 8. 33, 34% 
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of Redemption. T5 
wt Believe. And Chriſt knowing from the Beginning who 


| be. Mihey were that believed not, but would certainly reje& Him, 
Jeſu Mo hat End ſhould He make His Soul an Offering for Them? 


hy, for the World of Ungodly, whoſe Spirits were in 
i (o): {Ptifon ſome Thouſands of Years before? Whom the Lord 
w of {tends to ſave alive, He appoints an Attonemeut to be made 
vhich er them (5) 5 But for thoſe He intends to deſtroy, (which 
.d by hs always done juſtly) He will not accept an Offering (i), and 
ealſy Wherefore not appoint it; As He did not (under the Law) for 
le re. (thoſe Crimes which Men were to die for, 


be Fa- 4g. V. I confine Redemption to Elec Perſons, becauſe Iu- 

' Wocefon, which is of equal Latitude with Redemption, is limi- 
1 fe Wed to Them, excluſive to Others. The Prieſts under the Law 
'em it er to Pray for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice they offercd; And 
God; Witt they did, was a Pattern of our Saviour's Pricftly Office; 
ſhom likewiſe we find to Sacrifice and Pray, only for the 


tene Hine Perſons: He is an Advocate for thoſe fur wholt Sins He 
tom. 8. WM: . are (u): Whoſe Tranſgreſſions He was ſmit- 
to the We for, For them He makes Tnterceſſion (x) For their Sakes 
fect of Nie $anctified Hamſelf,and for Them It was that He made that 
Wert c dlemn Prayer in the 17 of John. And He Then pray'd for 
edt lt em, as being juſt then upon offering thcir Sacrifice: He alſo 
Va luts out the World expreſly from having any Intereſt in it: 
Ne þ o not for the Morld, but for them winch Thou haſt given Me(y). 
e ac ke adds the Reafon (the Foundation-Reafon) why He 


ould pray for Theſe, | For they are Thine,] i. e. They were 
de Father's by Election For, in all other Keſpe&s the Earth 
the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof, PCal. 24. 1. 


4g. VI. Another Argument for Peculiar Redemption, is 
vunded on the Merit of Chriſt's . 1 N with its Effica- 
9. He was not cut off for Himſelf (z), but Thoſe He under- 
ok for; And it was to procure them æ Right to thoſe Glori- 


018 And 
ut with 
S paid. 


F Men; Ns Priviledges, which Election ordained them to. Hence I 
> Death We, r. That which Chriſt laid down His Life for, That He 
le&ion. erited: And, 2. What He Meri ted, is due to thoſe tor whom 
Lule at- vas Merited. Now, the Principal Thing intended and 
linded; erited by His Death, was the Fuſtification of Sinners; and 
erſtand- t God might be juſt in juſtifying of them (a); and fi- 


1eY cau- — — — 

1 7 Numb. 16. 46, 47. (t) Judg. 13. 23. (u) t John 2. 1. 

54 36˙ 5 53. 8, 12, 65 John 17. 9. ) Dan. 9. 25, (a) Rom. 
| 26, | | 
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nally, that they might have Eternal Life (b). If therefon 
He Merited this for A; Then Al muſt be Faſtified and 5; 
ved (c); and it cannot juſtly be deny'd to any: For it; 
their Due by Virtue of a Price; and that Price well worthy 
of it; which alſo was paid to that very End, and this by 
Creditor's own Appointment z who cannot condemn any 
whom Chriſt died (4) : His Juftice ſhall not be liable g 
ſuch a Reflection. W hence it may Rationally be conc 
That if all Men are not Fuſtified, Juſtification doth not þ 
long to al; and conſequently, That Chriſt did not gt 
Himſelf tor All. And as for Effcacy; Adam's Tranſvell 
was Efficacious on the Will, and whole Man, to Derr 
why” not (then) the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to Reſtore; f 
the Preheminence, in that very Thing, 1s given to Hin 
Kom. 5. 17. 
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Ag. VII. The Doctrine of Special and Peculiar Redemption 
further confirm'd by thoſe perilous Confequents whichatten 
the Doctrine of General Redemption, as tis commonly bel 
torth: For, (I.) It ſeems to reflect on the Viſdom of Gol 
as imputing to Him ſuch aContrivance for Men's Salratic 
as was altogether fiuſtable; which is far fromconvincing 
World that Chriſt Crucified is the Viſdom of God. (2) 
alſo ſeems to tax God of Injuſtice; as not diſcharging I 


whoſe Ttranſvreſſions are anſwer' d for by their Surety; Wt: nag, 
elſe, That the Sufferings of Chriſt were not ſufficient to mud Si. 
a Diſcharge due to them. Or, (3.) It Infinuates a Defcienqſ fe (i), 

of Power, Cr want of good ill, to proſecute His Deen AH in 
Vertection. (4.) It makes Men Boaſters ; ſuſpending the i Füncip 
rue and Succeſs of all that Chriſt hath done for them, upoWGrace 

ſomething to be done by zhemſelves,which He is not the Uument 
ot; and conſequently that Men are Pyinci als in pros of Him 


heir own Salvation: And ſo, Chriſt ſhall have but © 


Thouſands (in Truth His Nothing) while Freedom of Ver ch 
{hall have its Ten Thouſands to cry up the Praiſe of Met ly yu 
This is not That the, Lord alone ſhould be exalted. (5.) It vod once tc 
alſo follow, that thoſe who are Saved and gone to Havel His Spe 
hive nothing more of Chriſt's to glory in, and praiſe H M En 
tor, than thoſe who ate periſhed and gone to Hell: le mi 
according tothe Principles of General Redemption, te Mu of 


and doth tor ill alike; and no more for one, than for . 


220 ĩͤ eps WG 
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ther, (6.) It makes Men preſumptuous and carnally ſecure : 
How many have ſooth'd up themſelves in their Impeniten- 
cy and Hardneſs of Heart, and fenced themſelves againſt the 
Word, upon this very Suppoſition, That Chriſt died for 
all; And why then ſhould not they lock to be ſaved as well 
s any Other? And ſo they lean (pretendedly) on the Lord, 
and Tranſgreſs; Not conſidering, that thoſe tor whom Chriſt 
ded, He purchaſed for them a Freedom from Sin, and not a 
Liberty of Sinning; Nor impunity, but upon Terms of Faith 
and Repentance. And that the Tempter diſturbs them not 
in their Reſt upon ſuch a Foundation, may be one Reaſon, 
wiy Men ſo ſtifly adhere to it; and that thoſe of the Gene- 
nor! Principle are fo ſeldom troubled with Terrors of Con- 
0 Hu cience. 

Laſtly, There was yet another Reaſon of Chriſt's dying 
ul iariy for the Elect; They were His deſigned Spouſe; and 
that brought upon Him peculiar Engagements to die tos 
them. 1. As being His Spouſe, He was chargeable with 
their Debts: They being made under a Law, and He aſiu- 
ning them into a ſponfal R:lation, made Himſelf one with 
dem, and anſwerable for them: It was, in the Law's Ac- 
ccunt, as well as His own Intent, a making Himſelf their 
wety, (Iſa. 53. 8, 11.) and conſequently in Caſe of Fortet- 
ing 108ture, His Life muſt go, for theirs, He is therefore faid to 

be made. under the L. Ka (as they were) and to be 

Ma ude Sin for them (l); And being ſo, it behoved Him to ſuf- 
JeficiendWfer (i), and it could not be avoided (K): For the Law being 
Wu and Holy, its Violation muſt be anſwer'd for, either by 
incipals ox Surety : And here it was, that Mercy and Truth 
Grace and Juſtice met together, making that due Tempe- 
ument which anſwer d the Ends of both. Grace takes hold 
of Him as a Surety, that the Sinter might go tree; and Ju- 
Hie, as Of the nolt,reſpouſible Party ; (for none elſe could an- 
ſrer the Law's Demands;) And being zyprebeuded, He re 1 
uly yields to make Satistagtionz aud ſays to the Law, (as 
once to the Jews, when He was on the Point of Sufferiuz tos 
His Spouſe) If ye ſe:k Me, lei theſe go their Way (1). 2. Ano- 
ther Engagement was the Love he bow to them: Ii puſlibly 
tle miglu have been quit of that Surctyſbip Engagement, 
Ms Ot his Love would have held Him-to it: He coal not 
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bear to ſee His Beloved faſt-chained (like Slaves) to the De- Mitat t. 
vil's Gillies, and forced to ſerve againſt their Natural Lord: Ie wit 
And this Bondage they could not be freed from, but by ion: 
Conquering him whoſe Bond-flaves they were; nor could Mithem 1 
that be done, but by His own Death (m): And, U Hi, Myurificc 
Love conſtrain'd Him to (n); For, Love (to be ſure His Mder'd t. 
Love) is ſtronger than Death (o); and accordingly we find. Met, 
that this is ſtill made the Ground and Motive of His Dy- For 
ing. z. As the Contrat could not be diſſolved, (tor He Wnaids 
bates putting away) nor His Love taken off; (for He chang- Walſo ar 
£th not) So neither (as the Cafe ſtood) could He and They Mare His 
co-habit and dwell together: Creatures defiled with Sin, Ni. 
were not meet Conſorts for the Lord of Glory: Nor could Wkelatic 
they be brought to a Meetneſs, but by being waflied in His Mhur e 
Blood ; us He ſays to Peter, I I waſh thee not, thou haſt mo put Horbe 
with Me (p). The Church muſt be SanQified and Cleanſed, with. Nek ir 
out Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing (q), before they are fit Mother 
for the Preſence of Chriſt in Glory; And this could not be {Miknehite 
effected, but by His giving Himſelf for them: To this (there- Ne Chi 
tore) the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect, do aſcribe their {Won be 
being in Heaven (7). to ſpe] 
Whether they might poſſibly have been ſaved ſome other been wi 
Way is (to me) a needleſs Enquiry : But, it ſeems the Im-MW'ce the 
port of our Saviour's own Speech, That if He had not thusMutend : 
done, He mutt have been in Heaven without ſuitable Com- Y add « 
pany; where ſpeaking of Himſelf, He ſays, Except a Com f eakin 
Wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone (s) e But ie the 
was not good that the Man ſhould be alone; No, not t Jakes H 
Man Chriſt Jeſus It was therefore Ordained, that He ſhouldi bat h. 
have a Seed to ＋ Him; A Church to preſide over; in theſſſiaven 
midſt of whom He ſhould ing Praiſe to His Father (t); who 2 
alſo called His Fellows (u): But, His Blood muſt be the & 1 ſho 
of that Church (x), the Price of their Redemption(y); anWborin 
the Laver of their Regeneration (2). And ſo dear is theo a £ 
Church to Chriſt, that He thinks Himſelf not compleat witt- era! 
out them (a): It was one of His laſt Requeſts before He dy'd _F N 
\ 4 1 5 Wuld | 
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(m) Heb. 2. 14. Job. 12. 31, 33. (n) Ey. 5. 25. Ker. 1. 
Gal. 2. 20. (o) Cant. 8. 6. (p) Joh. 13. 8. (q) Eph. 5. 26 
(r) Rev. 5. 9. (s) Job. 12. 24. (t) Heb. 2. 12. (ii) Heb. 1. 
(x) Ii. 53. 10. (y) Ker. 5. 9. (z) Eph. 5. 26. (a) H 
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Fat theF-might be with Him (. And if the Body muſt 
de with its head, the Holieſt of Holys muſt be their Man- 
jor! : Put, ſuch is that Place's Holineſs, as not to admit 
them without a Perte& Purity; nor could they, if not ſu 
runfied, bear the Holineſs ot the Place. All which conſi- 
er d together, ſhew ſuch a Reaſon of Chriſt's dying for the 
ect, as was not Predicable of other Men. 

For the reſt of the World, they were given as Hand- 
maids to His Spouſe: by virtue of which Donation, ey 
alſo are His; He is Head oper all to the Church (c): They 
we His, but not as His Spouſe 3 as Sdon's Daughters and 
$wa114's were to Jeruſalem; but not by her Corenant (d). His 
lelation to ſbem was not ſuch as to make Him Re( onfible 
fur their Defaults, or to oblige Him for their Recovery ; 
Howbeit , the Price wherewith He Ranſomed His Spouts, 
wok in her .Hand-maids alſo ; As Abrahams Reſcuing his 
other Lot, brought back the Sodomiztes with him. All the 
knetits the World have by Redemption, they may thank 
the Church for, next unto Chriſt Himſelt; tor they have it 
won her Account ; as the Sodomites theirs upon Lot's. And, 
to ſpeak freely, the Spouſe of Chriſt could not well have 
len without. her Hand-maids ; We little think wit. Ser- 
nee the World does tor the Church; albeit, that becauſe they 
utend not ſo, they are not rewardatle tor it (e). I {bail On- 
j add our Saviour's own Aſſertion in that 17 John; where 
faking of Thoſe His Father had given Him, that He might 
are them Eternal Life; He ſaith exprefly, That tor [/ a7] 


jokes He Sandified Himſelf (f); which was to ſay, in etle.., 


Ihat had it not been for Them, He lad not ſiirt'd out oC 
Heaven for the Reſt. | 


I ſhould now come to the Inictences; but, finding this 

Xirine as much oppos'd as thit of Eldon ; Obs. wing 
uo a great Proneneſs in Men 19 embracs the Notion o 
bmeral and Conditional Redemption: (Which prove «ls, putly, 
mm Nature's: Inability to diſcern a Reaſon why Oe 
Muld be Redecmed, and not another; partly, tor that it 
F gratetal to lapled Creatures to tancy themiclves Alive in 
kar Own Recovery; Partly allo, trom an af tncs to catch 
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(b) Joh. 17. 24. (e) Fpb. 1. 22. (d) Ezeh. 16 . () IJ 
ta iz. (f) Jol. 17. 19. 
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Au 


it any thing that but ſcems to give quiet under Convigi. 

ons :) 1 hoye it ſhall not be Time loſt to weigh their Ex- quently 
cextions and our Reply together: In the doing of which, Ned by 
I thall not Anſwer every Jext that is made to ſerve in that ¶ ui me 


Cauſe; the Senſe they give of ſome , being eviited , may Huſban 


ſerve tor many, 1 Cor, 1 
* whenas 

Obj. In Rom. 5. 18. The Reſtauration by Chriſt i made al thin 
Lane and Extenſine as Adam's Siu. be come 


Aiſw, The Compariſon there ſtated, is not put Extenficely, Wire | ve 
as relyecting the Objets of Sin and Grace; but Intenfveh, Namples 
as rel pecting the different Efficacy of the ſeveral Means by Wthoſe G 
which thoſe contrary Effects were produced: The Apoſtle, emptic 
theretore, to obviate ſuch Objections, reſtrains it in v. 15, M(which i 
But, not as the Offence, ſo alſo is the Free Gift : g. d. The Free MO#(pri1 
Gitt of Righteouſneſs and Lite, doth not Extend to Mar- Wrarate { 
kind Unzicerfally and Effcaciouſly, as Sin and Death did: Aud ume ot 
he adds 2 Reaſon to it; For, if through the Offence of On, 
many be dead; er more] the Grace of God, aud the Gift by 
Grace hath | abounded ] unto Many (g): Which is, as if be 
had ſaid, It the Free Gift had took in All, as the Offence 
did; then All ſhould have been faved; for that, Grace hath 
abounded more than the Offencez Which ſuperaboundung of 
race, muſt be meant of the prevalent Efficacy of Grace; (For, 
5 to the Objz&4s of it, it could not take in more than All: 
and tharetore, ti.of: towards whom it hath fo abowied,W/ 
{all ſurely partike of the Benefits of it. And further, that 
the word All might not be taken Univerſally, he preſently 
varies the Term of Comprehenſion; and renders that | MM cer. n 
by \ lime: As by One Man's Dif»bedience, many were made 
Sinners 3, ſo by the Obedience of One ſhall many be made Nl. 
tour, Kom. 5. 19. As All in Adam died; ſo All in Cini 
mall be made alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. 


Obj. But, Redemption is often ſet forth in Terms Tmporting 
Univerſality, viz. That Chriſt are Himſelf a Ranſom fa 
All; That He takes away the Sin of the World ;, aud uti 
Proputiation for the Sins of the whole IForld, 1 Tim. 2.6 
Joh. 1. 29. 1 Joh. 2. 2. which we cannot but take in e 
I r'cral ſenſe, 0 wha 


g) Ru. 5. 15. 
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| of Redemption. _@ 
ii. MW Aw. Both Sacred Writ, and common Diſcourſe, do fre- 
Ex- WW quently ſpeak in General Terms, when nothing is leſs intend- 
dich, Med by it than Univerſality. Job. 4. 29. Come, ſee a Man that 
that WM told mie All things that ever I did] when it was but how many 
may MW Huſbands the had bad; and that her preſent was not ſo. 

3 Cor. 10. 33. Paul is ſaid, to pleaſe Al Men in all things ; 

vhenas (in Fact) he pleaſed but few in any thing; and in 
de al things next to none. C#l, 1. 6. The Goſpel is ſaid, To 
be come into all the World, and to bring forth Fruit as it did int 
tem; when yet, it was but a Corner of the World, and but 


ficely, Nu [very few] in whom it brought forth as in them; (Ex- 
reh, Namples are endleſs.) ITis therefore to be noted, That where 
ns by Whoſe General (or rather Indefinite) Terms are uſed about Re- 
poſtle, Weemption 3 'tis moſtly to ſhew, that the Church of God 


v. 15, M(which Chriſt was to gather in) was not confined to the 
e Free MOfſpring of any Particular Head; nor conſiſted of any ſe- 
Marn- MWrarate Sort or Rank of Perſons, excluſive ta others; but 
: AndMiome of every Kindred and Nation under Heaven; Claſlis 
F One, Wand degree among Men: "The Church of God takes in of All, 
Gift by Ward fo doth Redemption; however different in other reſpects, 
5 1f be Mithey are all One in Chit (i). And where this is not the 
Yience Nope, there the Perſons concerned are deſcrib'd by a nar- 
e hath Mover Lift 5 As, That He gave His Life a Ranſom for An- 
ding of Wy (t); and that He was once offered to bear the Sins of 
(Fon (1) ; That He laid down His Lite for the Sheep (m); 
All:) Itat they are Redeemed from the Earth , and front amons 


nuded, len (n); and out of every Kindred, Tongue, Prople, and Na- + 
er, thatWin (o). That in Timothy (Who gave Himſelf a Rinjom for 
eſentlyſdl,) gives the Objection no Support; For [Al] in the 
t [Me. muſt intend the ſame as Ie in the 1 ver. which 
re male Text it ſelf expounds to be Aings and Alen in Author ity, 


le Righ- 


s for | World ] it hath many and various Acceptions in 
a Chil 


Nripture ; It is not always meant of Alen; and ot Men, it 
dom intends the Unicerſality ; yea, tis often meant of a 
ay few, in Compariſon or the Whole: It would, theretore, 


mportingÞ# unanſwerable Raſhneſs to limit ſo Ipdetinite a Term tc 
ſom fg Particular Conſtruction as, in part, is ſeen by the tol- 
ud u Fug Inttances: It ſometimes intends the Place of Mens 
m. 2. 6 
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(1) 0.47.3: 18. (K Matth. 28. 23. and 25. 28. (1) Heb, . 

v (m) Joh, 1. 15, n) Kev. 14. 2, 4. (o) Co, 5. 9. 
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Habitation here on Earth (/); The Time and State or 
Ihines, atter the Difſculution ot the preſent Frame (4); Thy 
Extent and Compaſs ot the Roman Empire (r) 3 The Religigh 
2 1d Manners ot the World (5) ; The Troubles which in this 
World dy attend the Diſciples of Chriſt (); The Splendor, 
Verlth, Honour, or whatever elſe is taking with the Heart 
of Men %; To ſit fotth the Greatneſs or ſomet bing thy 
cannot well be esprefs' (x) ; For the Gentiles, in gifting 
con trom the Jews, (Y); For the Numerous increaſe o 
tome particular Party (2). More might be cited; by 
thete may tuttice to thew how much it behoves to conſider 
welt the Scope apd Context Of Scripture 3 and not to be je! 
by the ['ocal Sound of Words. 
here ate yet, two other Interpretat ions, which con 
nearer the Matter in hand: One is that which takes in tle 
whole Party Of Wicked Men alone and ly themſelies 5 as white 
"tis ſaid, The Eaints ſball judge the Mord (a); It muſt be 
meunt ot tne World of Ungodly; for the Saints fhall nu 
nige one another: So, Al the World woudered after the Bei, 
and Worſrig ped the Dragon (b): This allo muſt int end the Herd 
ul Idolatets, exemptive to thoſe who tollowed the Lamb (e, 
It is alſo ſaid, that, The whole World lieth in Micke ii. 
eie ye bave the very words, and alike connex'd, as in tle 
ylace objetted 5; which therefore may as weil be ſuppoſed u 
the ſamꝭ Comprehenſion; and vet it may not be underitoud 
of Mankind Ui1verſally 3 but ſuch of them as arc under the 
Puwer and Conduct of Satan; which the Saints are not 
aid therefore ate no part of th: Wor.d, or whole World, the 
atende!. The other Interpretation of the Word feem 
euch'd in the places objected; where Chriſt is ſaid, to tn 
array the Sin of the Mold; and to be a Propiitation for the $ 
of ihe nh World ; For, Why may not the Word be tix 
in 4 Retiri and limited ſęenſe here, as in the places tor 
<uoted? It by [ World | is Cometiraes meant the World: 
Tiyodly, as ſeparated from the Saints; by like Reaton, 
ther times) it may be meant of the World of Saints: 
{eparitcd from the Wicked; ct eclally v rn nothing ink 
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(r) NI. 1. 5. (q) Luk. 20. 35. (t) Luk. 2. t. (5) As 17 
(t. h. 16. 33. (u) Gal. 6. 14. (0 Joh. 21. 25. (J“ Ron 114 
(4) Job. 12. 1%; (a) 1 Cr. Cz. (bY K. v. 1345348 (C Nl 
(d 10 7. 172. 
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Stop: or Context contradicts it. And what then ſhould 
huder, but that [World] in the Places objected, may be ſet ly 
intended Of the | Elect] excluſive to others; as the [World 
that lies in W ickednets] is ot thoſe Others exclutive to the 
Het f To be ſure, there can be no pert] in ſo underſtauding 
u; For, we know that Chtiſt is the Propitiation tor their 
dins ; but to affirm it of the Bulk of Mankind, hath many 
unruly and unworthy Contequents attending it; fome of 
which are ice n before. But, What World was it that Chritk 
would not Pray for? It could not be that tor which He 
died; For, the Prieſt was bound to Pruv tor thoſe he Ot- 
terd tor: It muſt then be anther ; and thea *Lwill follow 
that there are IWO: 1. A ler, which contuts or a ſelect 
Party, and was taken out of the World Unnerfal, as the 1/- 
meli i Nation was out of the Egyptian (e); Or as the Chri- 
frm Church (at tirſt) was out of the Fewifh (F). Thee our Su- 
ur ſtiles the Men winch His Father gave Him ont of the 
Worlt| (g): For, Theſe it was that He ſunt fi:d rimſelt ; 
Le ſet Himſelt apart to ſufter tor (hem, and tor Tie He 
prayed : And of Theſe is made up that World whole Sin e 
tketh away; and forwhyſe Sins (even of the wh Ot, them) 
he is the Propitiation, Theſe are the Men that jhall be count- 
ed worthy of the World to come (%); and They are as properly 
tan'd a World, as that Bleſted State and Place ot xBlory they 
hall be taken into; Or, «s the Dwellers upon Earth are Jeno- 
minated a World from the Place of their Habitation (2). 
2, There is alſo 4 World of Cnzodly, from amony whom 
tht lefſer World was taken and ſeparated (C); Or whom ie 
5 ſaid, The Devil is their God (1) ; and that tow Names ar s 
[n2t | in the Lamb's Book of Life (m); but, the \whoic\ of et 
heth in wickedueſs (n) : And this is that World for When 
Chritt proteſſedly favs, He did not pray ; ſurely then, He 
wald not make His Soul an Offering for | their | Sins. 

But, becauſe ſo great Streſs is laid on the Literal ſenſe 
ef the word, let us ſcan a little further, this World whute 
vn eis taken away. I think it cannot intend the Univzer- 
{iy of Mankind; becauſe, though the World 11 $encral Le 


— — 


— 
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concern'd in Redemption; thoſe general Concerns are tag 
light to ballance the weight of the Text: Temporary thing; 
corld in no wiſe anſwer the End and Worth of Eternal Re. 
demption; which being the moſt Tremendous Act that eve; 
the Sun hath ſcen, or ſhall 3 the Effects thereof muſt be an- 
{werably Great and Glorious; and conſequently it mut 
peculiarly reſyect the Ele; for, it ſuits adequately to Nom 
elſe. To make out this, let us enquire, What that Sin 
the World} is; and what the import of [Taking away, | Fo 
the firſt: It is either ſome Oue grand Tranſgreſſion, or th 
whol: Body of Sins together: It à particular Sin, it muſt be 
Unbeliet; For, that was the firſt, 'and Parent to all the reſt 
And 'tis thus marked out, [the] or 3 of the World; 
1. Eccauſe it was the Sin of the Whole, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles. 2. It gave Entrance to all other Sins; they ſprang 
trom it as their Root. And, 3. It is the Condemumg Sin; 
No Man periſheth but for Unbelief; Where the Goſpel is 
not, they periſh for not Pelieving in God; and where it is, 
tor not Believing in Criſt. Or if it be meant of all Sins 
Univerſally, then the Text conſiders them as put toyether, 
and taken away at once, as if but One. But be it Uubeliet 
fingly and ſpecially : or the whole Body of Sins conjund; it 
comes to one; Far, Unbelief is a Member of that Body,and 
a Capita! one; and ſo That be taken away, it Matters not, Ini 
World] is fate: The Reaſon is, that Chriſt, in ſaving tron 
Unbelict, ſaves from All: For, as Faith is a Complex dt 
Graces, ſo is Unbeliefof Sins; Take away this, and the Gulpt 
is ſhot ; all other Sins — an. there's an End of then, 
both as to Guilt and Prevalency; He that believes ſpall k 
ſaved. For the Second, touching the import of | Taking 
away | 1. The putting of it in the Preſent Tenſe, 1mplies1 
Conſtant and Continued Att; ſtill purſuing the ſame end: lt 
alſo imports a perfect Act; not a partial taking away, a 
fruttrable Endeavour; but Compleat and Certain; as a Mat 
takes away Dung until it be all gone. 2. That Chriit atone 
aud by Himſelf Pertorms this Work. 3. That he takes away 
Sin sa Lamb ſtain ; not for Himſelf, (for He was without 
{;o4) but for thuſe whoſe Surety He was. And 4. As tit 
Lamb ot God; a Lamb of God's own providing, to fave tht 
Liceo His Iſaacs, This Taking away is no leis than a Total 
emo ing of Sin; a ſetting it at the utmoſt diſtance, and 
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lacing it in the Land of forgetfulneſs (p). And further, to 
ſure of its utter Abolition, this taking away is termed De- 
1 ution; the Crucifying of the old Man; Saying the Enmity; 


and Deſtroying the Body of Sin (2): This was that Work ot 


the Devil, which the Son of God came to deitroy ; and de- 
troy'd it He hath, by Mailing it o His Croſs (r). Ihe Blood 
of the Lamb hath ſo overcome, that there needs no more 
Sꝛcrifice for Sin; nur any thing exteriour to it ſelt, to mike 
its Redemption Eternal. And, to have Sin thus taken away, 
cannot be ſaid of the World univerſally; the Rraſon's plain, 
becauſe Sin being gone, nothiug remains to charge the World 
with. But, Nothing's more evident, than that the Genera- 
1 of Men lie plunged in Sin, and are Bond-ilaves of Cor- 
ruption to the Iaſt: It muſt therefore be an9!her World (or 
Inbe) to whom this Great Bleſſing muſt be allign'd, aud of 
whom verified : And fince there 1s but One more, (who are 
called God's Ele) I conclude, that they are the Aer, an; 
the World intended in the Text : For, we know that T5. 
ate of God; and that the | whole 911d beſides, lies 1; 
Wickedueſs (s). 


Obj. But, if Some only are Redeemed, and thoſe but Few, 11; 
Compariſon : Then all ground of Believing us taten away fon 
the moſt of Men, 


Ainſw, r. That Chriſt did not die for 4, hinders none 
from Believing, any more than that Many of thute He digd 
for are not ſaved : Or, That becuuſe One only cn win the 
Prize, hinders others from Running. Nay, To teich (as 
they do) That Chriſt died for Al, and that yet the Gener.r- 
litz of Men ſhall die in their Sins, aud periſh tor ever ; 15 4 
gre iter Impediment to Believing, than that He die only tor 
Some; and that every one of that Some ſhall certainly be ſaved, 
. It we judge of Trees by their Fruit, we ſhall find, thit 
the Generality of Men, (ſuch as reckon the Matters of Re- 
ligion worth E of ) hold ſtift for the General Pint 
vhich ſhews, that That Notion has no great Influence to- 
varis the working of Faith : If it had, the number of Con- 
rerts would not be ſo thin. It is alſo tound , That the ge- 
terality of carnal Men, and ſuch as hate to be reformed, 
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are the greateſt Deſpiſers of Peculiar Redemption, 33 Well 
as of Election. 3. To make Faith an Evidence of a May) 
vutereſt in Redemption, puts by the Claim of Unbelterer,, 
a5 MUCH as A were a Condition, 4. He that will know hi; 
nn particular Redemption betore he will believe, begins a 
the wrong end of his Work; and 1s very unlikely to come 
Chet W:4V 3 to the Knowledge of it. The firſt Act of Faith 1 

not, That Chritt died for Al, or for you in particular: The 

one is n trug; z the other not certain to you, nor can, till 
afier you has e believed, He that would live, muſt ſubmit 
0% Mikey x th | Pegadventure) He will ſave me alive, 5, Any 
in that owns himfelt a Sinner, bath as fair a ground for 
his Faith, as any in the World that hath not yer beltercd; 
ei, as any E elicver had beture he believed: Nor may any 
periion, upon any account, exclude himſelf from Redet, 
tiva; unleſs by his Obſtinate and Reſolv'd continuance in 
Unb-lict, he hath marked out himſelf. 

11 dete are Reaſons enough, and of greateſt weight, to in- 
dice Men to believe, without Izying General Redemption tor 
t. ground of their Faith; As (I.) That Faithful ſayingand 
WM 15% of all Acceptation, That Jeſus Chrift came into the 

# 714 to ſave Sinners (a); and ſuch are you. (2.) That He 
8 N. = His Lice a Ranſom for many; and you may be of that 

amber as well as ah other, (3.) That thoſe He died for, 
4. ul e Juttified upon their Belicving (c); and ſhall hae 

Falch allo, upon their fecking for it, as a part of His Pur, 
cl ale, and given on His behalf (d). (4.) That to believe on 
His Son, is the Will and Commandment of the Everlaſt 
ing God (e); whom we ought to Obey „though fr 
were that Salvation wre not cunceri'd in it. (5.) Theft 
Tmauy Faithful Promiſes alluring Salvation to them that 
1 liek e (F). Laſtly, The Remedilefs Danger of Unte- 
lief (g). And if fuch Conſiderations as theſe will 1 
Prev al with you to Belidve : the Notion of General R- 
dein , together with (11G General Succeſsleſueſs of it wi: 
TEver do it. 
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Obj. The Extending of Redemption to the whole Race of Man- 
kind, tends to Magnifie the Grace of Chriſt ;, but com ſiuing it 
to a Remunt, 1 a l:fſening of it, i 

diſs. It no more diſparages the Grace of Chriſt, to die 
euliarly for that Remnant, than His chufing a he Na- 
un, and feweſt in Number out of the Univerſe ; and giving 
dem Laws that tended to Lite; while He ſuftered aff be- 
% to Run wild, in the Brad Way, which Inevitably leads 
0 Deſtruftion. And, as for Redemption made General, 
ith Conditions annex'd; it is fo far from Magnifying the 
mace of Chriſt, that it plainly Contradifts it: For, if He 
ew from the Beginning who they were that Believed not, 
nor would ever Believe; it would rather have argued a De- 
pee of Grace and Favour, Not to die tor them; than that 
their Sin and Condemnation ſhould be thereby ſo greatly 
Aggravated: As it had been better for ſorne they had never 
known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than to depart from it, 
. 2. 21. 


Obj. This leaves the woſt of Men witholit Remedy. 


4vſw. The Fallen Angels were higher than we; yet have 
19 Cauſe to complain, that no Mediator was appointed tor 
dem : And if any be left Remedileſs, the Fault's their own: 
tor, it Freedom of Will, as now it ib, Impowers Men to 
uke a Remedy (/cil. by Acceptance and Application,) much 
more, as it was, it might have kept them, if they would, 
hom needing a Remedy, Yowll ſay, perhaps, (as ſome do) 
Why were Men lett to this Freedom of Will, if toreſe2n thus 
to uſe it? Nay rather, why do Men, after fo woful an Ex- 
periment, chuſe to be ſo leit? They have their Option; let 
them look to it. 

And fo I leave their Objections : For I heartily wiſh, 
bath tor the Truth's Cake, a'1d for Peace; to ſce theſe Con- 
telts Buricd, rather than Avitated, leſt they eat gut the Life 


TT 


ot Religion : (They breath in a healthlefs Air who make 
them their Element.) And I verily think, that if the Cou- 
lroverted Texts were duly weighed; (that is, if Spiritual 


Ihings were compared with Spiritual, and Fleſuly Conſulta- 


tions ſet aſide,)the preſent Differences would quickly be com- 


los d, being moſtly tomented by a looſe and luxuriant Way 


ot Philoſophizing in Divinity; and by holding to Words of 
U Indefiute Signiicalon,aws than the Scope and Context. 


Iufe- 
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Inferences. 


ufer. I. Upon what hath been ſaid of the Work and [iy 
of Redemption, I would turn (a ile) to thoſe of the Ge 
cya; Point; I mean not ſuch as {te Men proteſling Godli. 
neſs; (too many of which are yet leaven'd vit“ it) by 
thoſe very Sordid and Du.” genuous Spirits, who pretend! 
a Gener:] Ranſvra,(coveriic, the ilelves with the Shadow dt 
it) and yet, ſtudy nothing leſs than to anſwer its Ends; 
Who Dream of Fexdemptioi. du Hell; bt, for Redeng- 
tion from Sm, it comes not 1nty thur Mind: They contend 
that Chriſt died for All; and yet, carry it 23 if He dig 
tor None; at leaſt, not for them: For they have no Mark 9 
Tincture of ſuch a Redemption upon them; but remain cri 
dently Bond-ſlaves of Corruption, Can yau think, that the 
Son of God died for you, while you deſpiſe a living to Hin, 
Hate them that love Him; oppoſe whatever is dear to Him: 
and perſecute to the Death, (if your Line would reach i 
thoſe that have any ſpecial Mark of Redemption upon then” 
Did He make His Soul an Ottering tor Sin, to procure Mer 
a Liberty of ſinning? Or, was Chriſt Crucitied, that the Body 
of Sin might remain Unmortiſied; yea, get Ground, and be 
the more Rampant upon't? Is this your Kindneſs to you 
Friend, to be 15 in Love with His Enemies, (the Spear u! 
the Nails that pierc'd Him) that you'll ſpend and be ſpeit 
for the Service of your Luits? He died, that thoſe He di. 
ed for might Live; Live, to whom ? Not to themſelves, but 
to Him that died for them: And did you really Believe thi 
He died for yor, you could not but ſo judge; His Love wall 
conſtrain you. Redeemed Ones are the Lord's Ficemen, 
and you are Free to nothing but the Devil and Sin. Is thi 
the Badge of your Freedom? The Cogniſance by which 
the Subjects of Chriſt are known from Rebels? No, tis 
the Rebels Brand, and you'll find it at laſt, This is That 
will azgravate your Condemnation, and make it  Condem- 
tion to Purpoſe, thus to ny the Lord that bought you: 
ou are Haters of God, and He'll make you to feel it; Wratl 
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will come upon you to the Uttermoſt. If God ſpared nd 
His own Son, who had no Sin (but by Imputat ion) ho ſhall 
He ſpare you that are nothing elſe but Sin? He that def 
Moſes's Law, died without Mercy : Of how much ſorer Punipmen” 
Will he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under font the S919 
God; and counted that Bld which (you pretend ty . 
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gu ſocd for your Redemption, an unholy thing, Heb. 10.28,29. The 
W1ath of the Lamb is dreadtul! He'll tear you in pieces, aud 
none ſhall deliver you. Bethi nk yourſelf, therefore, in Time: 
Conũder how you ſhall bear that Weight of Wrath which the 
gn of God funk under! There is yet Hope concerning this 
thing; and if ye have any mind to eſcape, delay it not: 1f 
ie will enquire, enquire to purpoſe; Return and come. 

Tifer. TI. The Doctrine of Peculiar Redemption may not be 
taken to Diſcourage or Weaken the Hopes of auy, in their 
comLng to Chriſt tor Salvation; any more than That Many 
ball ſeek,, and ſhall not be able to enter, ſhould keep Men from 
friving : But, on the contrary, (which alſo was Chriſt's 
Intent in telling us ſo) it ſhould quicken our Diligence and 
Speed in going to Him, leſt the Door fliould be ſhut; which 
is certainly open while He calls. Suppoſe the worſt ; Sup- 
poſe (I ſay) that your Intereſt in Redemption were only as 
it is General; i. e. for Temporal Mercies, even That deſerves 
ll you can do, and more. What Criminal is it, that lying 
it his Prince's Mercy, would not think himſclr Obliged to 
{end the Time of his Reprievement in his Prince's Service; 
epecially conſidering, that even that Service ſhall have its 
ward? But, why will you ſhut out your felt? No Man is 
Namely exempted ; and for any to exclude himſelf, is to 
ſu againſt his own Soul; and to be a Second Time, guil 
of deſtroying himſelf. Put it upon the Trial: You can loſe 
uthing by venturing; but All without, Who can tell, but 
jour Name may be written on the High-Prieft's Breaſt+ 
plate; as well as Reuben's or Judab's? Bede » you have no 
way to prove it, but by going to ſee; which never any, in 
good earneſt, did, but they found it ſo. 

Iyfer. III. From what hath been ſaid of Redemption, as pecu- 
lur to the Elect; with the plauſible Shews brought againſt it; 1 
infer, The Important Neceſſity of Trying the Spirits, and the 
Doctrines they bring, whether they be of God. A plauſi- 
ble Outſide, and fair Shew in the Fleſh, are no Argument ot 
Truth in the Bottom: Takingneſs with Nature, ſhould ren- 
& things Suſpicious to us, rather than Approved. Our beſt. 
Rule of Judgment in this caſe, is that ot our Saviour; The 
Fee is known by its Fruits, And if by this we Meaſure the 
General Point, it will be found wanting in what it pretends 
% and not a little Reprovable: For, 1. Inſtcad of Magni- 
ting the Grace of Chriſt, and Merit of His . it 

Oes 
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does, in cfiza, Nulline both: It makes Redemption gene. 
ral as to Perſons, but not as to Things: It Redeemy the 
whole or Mankind from part of their Bondage, but no pay; 
Or them from the ve; Or upon fach a Condition as 10 
Al3nin Nature is able to Perform: Which is too defectiverg 
be the Levice of Soweraign Wiſdom and Grace, Ihat cu- 
not be called a Catholrcon, or General Remedy, that ſuſfen 
it ſelr to be generaily Worſted by the Diſeaſe; Nor lat 
Perfect Redemption which leaves itill under Bondage. 
QOubt not at all, that the Blood of the Son of God In Our 
Nature, is Of Infinite Merit; but withall, that it is ot Jike 
Tafigice Viitue and Ethcacy, and will for ever Oy crate ac- 
Curdingly, But, it the Succeſs aud ſaving Etie:ts therey 
ice depend upon ſomething to be done by Men, wid 
edemption it {elf doth not Inveſt them with; thei vil 
ten come in for a Share with Chriſt, in the Glory or the 
Salvation: yea, in this Caſe, any Addition of Humane Abj- 
Iity, annibilates the Grace of Chriit(h); W hereas, to depene 
upon Cliiſt for Sanctification as well as Rrghteoutnels; 
O expect from Him a Power to Repent and Believe, as well 
as ſccept auce upon your Believing; gives Him His true H- 
nour, as entitling Him to the whole ot your Salvation; which 
15, indeed, His proper Due, and due to Him alen. Ani 
this may be a main Reaſon, why Men profeſſing the Nam: 
of Chriſt, are ſo generally Strangers to Faith and Houlines: 
7 not ſeck it at the Hands of Chriſt (i), as 2 pat c. 
His Purchaſe; but rely on their own Ability. 2. Inttead or 
ling 2 Foumdation tor Faith, and an Help to Eelicxing; 
the Genciiad Doctrine nuzzles the Soul in its Unbelief, ups 
a Preſumption of Power iu himſelf to Believe when be 
will, We little think how much Preſumption and Carnil 
Security derive from this Root; whereas Peculiar Redempty 
ON in the Vigour and Latitude of it, (via. as procuring for i 
a Right to Faith and Holineſs, with the Spirit of Chriſt to 
work them EffeAually in us ; ) is a far greater Encouragemer! 
to apply our ſelves to Chriſt tor them, as à part of His Pur 
Chaſe (0, and that without which we cannot partake of ths 
Other Benefits of His Death. And I cannot but think, tha 


any Man in his right AMind(t), (upon a due Enquiry, ad 


thorow conſidering the Matter) would rather depend upot 
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ah a Redemption as Redeems from all Infquityz (though 
hs Perſons concern'd in that Redemption, be but few; ) 
han on That which is ſuppoſed to Redeem All Umrerſaliy, 
uon Condition of Faith and Reæpentance; but goes nat Re- 
deem from Imyenitency and Unbeligt. In that Redrmrtion 
ny part be, that Caves ftom Sinz that flavs the Enmiry 
that Reconciles to God EfeFually ; that makes an End or Sin, 
ind brings in Everlaſting Righteowineſs; that 's nat only 
bring into a Salvable State Conditionally ;, bur Hor. Ho ant 
Jaintains thoſe Conditious and Qualiticatiins that hai 1 
vation at the End of them. | 


Iifer, IV. If Chriſt gave Himſelf a Ranſ.m fx the Flo Fs 
then is Redemption alſo ff Grace ;, and Free as Elect Onititgy 
which betpeaks both our Thuiktul RememSrance, and 44 
>It-deu4). There's 4 great Aptnels to forget wart Irini; 
13 pay Tribute where is not due, and ta wittbold !? whore 
It is. Twas nesdful Counſel of. Old, aud no lets at this 
Day; Te that follow af;er Rightcouſinſs, l to ihe Apr wheres 
you were hewu, Ja. 61. 1 Your Regcemer firſt broviht 
ou nut of nothing; and when youhad Coll rout fulyts tot 
zought, He Himtelf became your Ranſom, th ugh he Herd 
ed you not: See therefore, that ve aſcribe ali to His Love, 
lt was not any Betterneſs of yours that gave vou Preferorce 
in Redemption; nor was it your Ingeuuous Comphai.ce that 
made Rederapt:oh EffeFual to you: 1 are light Preten- 
ces.) Had not your Redeemer bought you from your ſelf, 
keleaſed you from your Imaginary Freedom, and faved you 
nom Unbelief 5 you had never known what thi; Redemption 
lad meant, ox what it is to be Free in:Jeed, No, it was 
puely your Redeemer's Love: He valued you x5 being Hes 
Father's Gift; and as gica: to be one with Fimmſclty He 
therefore loved You, and gave Hinſeif for yon. When vou were 
in your Blood, and no Eve pitiæd you; (no not yeur own) 
Then was the Time of His Love : Even then be accerted the 
Motion made by Hs Father and yours, and five tus Onn- 
itaft, He knew both your Weight and your Womths your 
Natural Unfitneſs for Him, wil Aveiſenets to the Match 2 
| hich meet 
ind willing; and that it was ſo Stupendious a Work, that 
il the Hoſts of Hear en would have broke unser. He fin- 
Cer knew, that after ail He Null üer For 
Fol: could not Advantage Hi m in the lest; 51 
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have the Satisfation to have made you Happy againſt yon 
unrenewed Will; and yet He declin'd it not: He came [eg. 
Ing pon the Mountains, and feippmg over the Hills, (of Deut 
and Difficulties) as longing tor, and delighting to be in thy 
Work: He was ſtreightned till it was Accompliſhed: Sud 
was the Intenſrneſs of His Love to you! And a great dey 
adoe He had with your Wills before you were brought to þ 
willing. And tor all this, He only expects, you will cay 
it worthy of ſo great a Lover,and ſuch Manner of Love: whic 
is (in Effect) but to accept of, and continue in, His Loy 
and be willing tie ſhould ſave you feely; and own this Lot 
of His, as the immediate Fountain whence your Happineh 
15 derived. 
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Irfer, V. Since your Propriety in Redemption is Founde! Ch 
bot GOUT 


in Llecting Love,gtveall diligence to make your Election fur, 
Spare not tor Pains; its Fruit will be worth all the Labon 
and Coſt you can li out upon it; It clear in this Point, 
the whole Eody will be full of Light. And among ctha 
Evidences ot Election, review the Marks ſpecified betore u 
der that Head. Make out alſo your Intereſt in Redemption, 
by walking worthy of Redeeming Lovez which cannot I 
but by doing and being ſomething more than others; ſom: 
ela Thing mult Warrant your Claim to that Singular H. 


<ile/ve: Hold forth, therefore, in your Life, the Effects of auge tolle 


Union with Chriſt in His Death: Let the Scope of Redemp. Ne not) 
tion be the Scope of your Converſation. You have no ſu t up 3 
Way (if I may ſo ſpeak) to gratifie your Redeemer, as Cor 
letting Him ſts or the Travel of His Soul: A 9 Neu- Peaſons, 
neſs of Lite, with a total devoting your ſelf to God, will l- Crib 
luſtrate Redemption not a little; and Proclaim 8 om Cl 
both its Merit and Efficacy. It will alſo be a good Office Parete 
done to your ſelves, as an Evidence of your ſpecial Concen Rute I 
in Redemption; and much more vindicate your Chriſtian- ch as 
ty, than formal Proteſſion, or eager Conteſts, And in O- bougl 
dex to this, 1. Determine to know nothing but Jef Oi, FF very 
and Hm Cruc f d Count all Things elſe not worth you "d's (l 
Knowing; tor, in Truth, all Knowledge elſe will come to no- | 
thing. Let all, ther=tore, be 4% and dung, for the Excellency Infer. 


HT knowledge of Chriſt Fiſus our Lord, Phil. 3. 8. And ftudy ts 70 
the Doctrine of His Crots; that ye may not ſtand by and n 
bear rium detam'd, and not have a Mord to ſay for Him: (a) 1 
So alſy ubſerve Him, that when the World and He part, you 

ia 
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t you nay know Your own Maſter, and be known by Him. 2. Let 
ie les. Nothing be 10 dear to you, as not to part with it for your 
Dev edcemer when called for; and rife carly to do it: Take 
in th Mp your Croſs, and enure your ſelf to the bearing of it, be- 
* Su Wore it be lay'd on: The Lord parted with His Delight tor 
at dy ou from Etertaty 3 there is nothing more Reaſonable, no- 
toy ing more Natural to an Heart nightly poſku'd, than to 
l cayMWic and lice to Him who died for you And whyuever hath 
wichen the Grace of God, and the Love of Chriſt, in Truth, 


; Low Cuno but ſo judge. 3. Deal with Sin according to its 
is Lot ind; the dreadtul Nature whereot nothing diſcovers, nor 
pine ſcan, but Hell it ſelt, and the Sufterings of Chriſt; and 

noitly Theſe : Let it die no other Death, but that of the 

roſs ; and the more it cries out to be ſpar'd, do you cry 
unde ut the more urgently, that it may be Crucified. 4. Let 
on fur; Wot Chrift be divided: His Offices are Requſitely conjuyn'd, 
Labow Mend cinot be ſeparated with our Security; nay, nct with- 
Pei; out our certain Kuin. Know him theretore tor your Pro- 
* Che Iphct and Lord as well as your Redeemer; and tor your 
Ye U Wudom and Sauctiſicat ion as well as your Rivitzouſnets ; 
aption, {One and All.) Take Orders trom ita as your Captain Ge- 
not be. eral; Receive your Law trom Eis Mouth; whatever He 


ſome ids you do, Do it: Fullow Hun where-ever He goes; and 
lar any it as becomes His Attendants: The Armies in Hea- 
of your ben tolow Him upon white Horſes, and arrayed in white: 
dem · Ne not your own Director in any thing, noruver-haſty ; Stix 
10 ſuch Wo up your Beloved until He pleaſe 5 but await His Countel 
, as by = Conduct, as preterring His Knowledge of Times and 
Ner- eaſons, with the Manner and Method of His working and 
willll: rrſcribing, before your own. 5. Let nothing divide you 
cingly om Chriit: Let nothing but Death, y ca, let not Death it tel: 
of parate between you and Him. Nothing. you ſee, could ſe- 
oncem {Warate Him from you; nay, had it not been tor you, and 
iſtiani-Niach as you are, He had not dy'd : Ve are uct our own, we 
in Or- benght with a price (a); which is the higheſt Engagement 
Or, Wo every State aud Duty, whether living or dying, to be the 
h you 's (b). 


tO no- 
celen) I Ifer. VI. Chriſt's giving Himſelf a Ranſom for you, War- 
| ſtudy {nts your largeſt Expectat ion of good things rromHim: What 
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Sins too great to be pardoned ? or Iniquities fo ſtubhtn 4 
not to be ſubdued (c)? or Graces ſo precious, as not to he 
obtained? Ihe Lord delights in nothing more than Mercy: 
the only Par was Sin; which berng diflolved by the Roh 
of Chriſt, Grace and Glory run freely. The making i 
Kings and Prieſts unto God, yea, One in the Father aud Hig. 
felf d), being the thing He died for; no inferiour gogy 
thing can be withholden from us. Faith and H lime[s w 
"5 things indeed, and bighly to be valued : Vet let oy 
ay, that even theſe, and all other good things laid tog. 
ther, will Le but d very little Heap to that Grace wh6 
put us into Chriſt; the Hawur and Priviledge of Unie 
with Uim; ande ths Price He hath paid for our Ranſum: 
Here is 010, i God ſent His Son to be the Propitiation fy 
our Sms (e! Ahe Purchaſe is paid, Releaſes are Seal'd, and 
He in Poficiiion; all things are ready: it is now but Ki 
UGtirinzs forth the Revenue that lies by Him, which alſo h: 
deliguts to dh. 
Other Notes of Tſe this Doctrine affords : which I c 
but touch, as Jonathan the Honey: T. It ſhews the hig 
F.tteer that God has tor His Chen; whom He went Hin 
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ef to Redeem, and furchaſed with His own Blood f). 2. In an. Q 
by this Standard thoſe Favourites of Heaven ſhould valuing uf i 
theraſelves : not weighing the World's Contempt, nor cloud that 
ing thoſe Marks of Worth, Redemption has put upon then oute“ 
3. It thews the Contagious Nature of Sin; the deadly E 
nom whereor, nothing but the precious Blood of the Hohen on tt 
One could prflibly Antidote; nor withſtand the Torrent e Thro!: 
that tiery Lake: As alſo its Dreadfulneſs, in that the ) thr: 
of God died in the Conflict. 4. It argues the Great neſs lebrati 
Prectuſneſs of the Soul; the Redemption whereot Heth in C 
ceaſed tor ever, it Chriſt the Son of God, had not made Higfent for 
own Soul an Offering tor it. 5. That the World is not e Gl 
Iittle beholden to God's People for all the good things then that 
poſteſs; for they have them on their Account, and ſhoughmunity 
t hereivure aflord them better Quarter. C. That God will n0 Lultatic 


Iightty pats by the Wrongs done to His People: Kedeniptie 
eth inte them Kings (g) s againſt whom even hard Spee 
ches are Criminal: how ſcverely then will He make Inqu 
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ven gon for Blood (b)! 7. It argues the AVſo;uteneſs or Electi- 
toe, for that an Infinite Price was irrevocably decreed and 
ler. Mad, to Confirm its Title. 8. It alſo evinceth the abſolute 
Blogs WF 1erneſs and Independency of Electing Love; ſince Creatures 
ing ud not poſſibly deſerve or be worthy of fo great a Ranſomes 
H. It inters the Exceeding Weightineſs of that Glory which 


red Co vaſt a Price, and could not be had tor leſs, 


4 | 

A Hy, It further yields a Chief Corner-Stone for the Saints 
let u Perſeverauce: For, (t.) They are not Now at their own 
| tove. iſpoſe; Redemption has Trans fer'd their Title to another, 
wic loves them better than to leave them et pos'd to a Se- 
Union end Lapſe, from which there is no Recovering. (2.) Re- 
unſonWWenption being a Valuable Conſideration, and ſo accepted; 


ven the Righteouſneſs of God is engaged to (ave them; and 
uſt theretore Prevent, Remove, or Over-rule, what- 
var would hinder that Salvation. On all which Ac- 
cunts (and others) Redemption ſhould be much the Sub- 
& of our Diſcourſe and Contemplation: It was the Firit- 


Wa jt 


d, and 


ehen Promiſe after the Fall; by the Repetitions waereor, 
w gel further Explanations, the Lord hath perfumed the Breath 
it Mall His Holy Prophets which have been fince the Worlt 
z. I eg. Our Lord and Saviour Himſelf was frequently ſpeik- 
4 rah of it; which ſhews that His Mind was mach upon it ; 
cloud that the Came Mind ſhould be in us. Its a The un that 
n thenWWonutied Saints take pleaſure to Dilate upon; Witnels Aer 


nl Eltzas on the Holy Mount (i); and Jobngwray'd into cove 
en on the Lord's Day, found them at this Service betbre 
de Throne of God (k); where I cannot but Note (by the 
ay) three Obſervables. 1. That the Saints in Heave. were 


ly Ve 
e Hol 
rent 0 


eſs aW-cbrating the Work of Creation, an thit Of Rdn ion 
-of bu eth in One Day; and it was the Lord's Dy; A g Argu- 


ent for our Lord's Day Sabbath! 2. That they aſcribe the 
me Glory and Honour unto the Lamb that was Hain, as to 
im that fits on the Throne; an evident Proof or Chritt's 
muty! And 3. That the Qround ot their Triumoh anl 
Multation, was not the General Point; (no Speech of That 
Heaven) but Peculiar Redemption; A hood Con itmition 
Uthe preſent Truth. And further, our Lord 414 Saviour 
al bears. about Him the Marks of His Crucificion; He ap- 
fats ar Laub that bad leen flu (1), and He plorys in it; 
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1 an 1% that was dead (m); and with theſe Marks Hen x 
p.ar,when He cometh to judge the World (% : Till When 
Lord's Nay, and its moſt ſolemn Ordinance, are for an Vp 
changeable Remembrance of Him (o). Whatever ther 
fore betalls us, ſhould mind us of this glorions Tranſat 
It it be Ervilthat Redemption hath ſaved from the Evil of i 
It Good, Redemption hath purchas'd it for us; whether 900 
or bad in it ſelt, Redemption will Sanctifie it to us. By 
when ye think of Heaven, and of the Heaven of Heavens: 
your Portion,with all that Heavenly Viaticum (Angels Food 
and bettet) that attends you at every Stage, until ye je 
be fore God in Zion (1); eſpecially, when ye are adnunny 
(icr, what it is ye cannot think) I ſay, when ye are adm 
ring that Iranſcendent GloryWhich ſhall ariſe from that lr 
effable Oneneſs, to be then Compleated between the Fat 
and Chriſt, and His Saints; ſay, with that Heaven-born (i 
miſt, What ſpall Jrender unto the Lord for all His Benefits! An 
aifwer your ſelf with him; I will take (not this or that in 
ple Fenctit, but) the Cup -4 Salvation, (Glorious Redemyt; 
on, which that Cup fignifieth) and call u the Name of th 
Lord. All the Divine Attributes center in Redemption, 
Light and Heat in the Sun) and are thence ſavingly reflec 
ue Men Redeem'd: Aud this is the moſt Compendious Wa 
| ot tehulding the Glory of God, and of Celebrating our dex 
| bought Happineſs. Something, perhaps, like this may tt 

Fruit of the Vine be, (though Utfezkably beyond it) whic 
Chriſt and His Liſciples ſhall drink new in His Father's King ©* 
dom (4); when He that Sowed, and we that Reap f. the Jeat 
rejuvce together (r). Therefore unto Him that loved w, 3 Afentyx 
waſped us f om our Sins in His 2wn Blood, be Glory and Donn: or 
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| eder der: om IN 

| for ever and eder; Amen(s). = 

þ That the Purpoſe,cr Intent of Chriſt's Death caunat be F ura lo c 
j (That is) Theſe for whom Chriit died, ſhall certainly abt 

þ all the Benefits accruing Fy His Death. 1 

ur 

All the Counſels of God from Eternity; All His Promi Knyti 

and Declaratiois holding torth thoſe Cousiſels; and all f 1 Fc 

9— ͤä— * 3 1 ehon 

(m) Rev. 2. 8. and 1. 18. (n) Zech. 12. 10. (0) 1 en 

11. 26. (10 I/. 84. 7. (q) Matth. 26. 29. (x) John 4. 5h 10 
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©! xM0iſpenſations in order to their Accomplithment ; have a ſpe - 
when, cal Relation to Chriſt as dying for His People, and their 
an Lau Salvation thereby, as the End thereof. Now, the Eud 
r then ra Thing, is That for hich the thing it (elf is; and but tor 
CadtinWviich,it had not been: *Tis That the Chief Agent prin-ipally 
ion pwpolszth, and aims at; and 1t he be wiſe, he will certunly 
wer gau and appoint ſuch Means, and Order them in ſuch Han- 
8. zur, that the thing deſigned ſhall not miſcatry. Men in- 
avens Md may miſs of their End, They arm at This, and That's 
1s Foot produced; (as in building the Tower of Fabe!: ) But this 
e aufe {ll trom ſome Impertection in themielves 3 Either the 
dnunrs hing It {clt 18 19t feaſible; Or the WAY to it mprudent!iy C01,- 


Te adm in; or the Means unduely 4 plyed; their Minds alter; cr 
that hey are made to deſiſt by a Power above them, c. But with 
Y Fath the only Waite and Almighty Gd, it is not 10 4 None OC 
»rn FH tboſe things which impede the Deſigns of Alen, ca happen 
t:? An e; There can be no other Event of them, but what [le 
that finMi'ctly intended; The leaſt of His Purpoſes mall not tutter 
edemptiii”! appointment; much leſs that greit Defign of Men's Sal- 
ie of ation by the Death of His Son. That the thing it felt is 
ion, ( bble,ts atteſted by that Innumerable Company «Jreawy in 
refledel Heaven on His Account. It was fo witely contriv'd,that il 
ous Wa lutereſts concern'd are ſccur'd and ſatisty'd: Gold 15 Jul 11 
our dee uſtifying ; the Sinner ſaved; while Vengeance is taken on 
may tu > Sin; and Chriſt well pleas'd with a Sced to terve Hum, 
it) which Fay of Obtainment is tuchas will certainly Comp ds the 
rs Kino Led; The Divine Power is engaged in it; which reſts nol in 
eap f. ti eat, on the Concuurſe or Compliance or any Mutable 
4 w, 3 Afent,or Fruſtrable Inſtnument. His Heart cannot be taken 


off from it; It is That His Blefied Thoughts have run upon 
rom Eternity; and thoſe Thoughts or nts ſtind Lit to. ll 
vCenerations. And laſtly, no higher Power can Sper ie us 
dis Decrze; He is Soveragn Lord, and Cortrolieth al. 
fu lo confirm the Point, take che 101 Wing Atgulnents. 

uy alte 


Donn 


Arg. I. Is from Redemption it ſelf;, wherein; 1. Theron; 
tt the Price; 2. Ihe Kiud or Mainer Of Payment ; und 3. The 
deriptural Import of the Word, we wt à little chaſfiderable. 

1. For the Price: It was the Lite r rhe Sba of God; whute 
— Feſonal Dignity was ſuch as put a Tranſcendeney of Merit 
(o) 100 His Death which therefore could not Le partzd 
bn 4. eth tor « Loubtlul or Uncertain Purchate; tor could any 
| Ut anment !fcriour to Salvation, CO Hatz ths Yaices In 
Dil; L 4 ins 


Promi 
1d all 
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this lics the ſtreſs of the Apoſtle's Argument; who, to ſa 
torth the Happy State of God's Elect, and to prove then 
out of Danger; brings in the Price of their Redemption; 
Who fball Condenn ? I: 1 [Ori] that died (t). The Bi- 
nen,] of the Perſon, and the Sferings He ſubmitted unto 
as they greatly Illuſtrate His Love to Men; fo they ſtrongy 
Aftirm and Enſure the Event of His Death: For, if Reconciled 
to Gad by the Death of His Son, {much more] ſhall we be dated h 
Hits Life (u). 

2. The Kind or Manner of Payment; it was by Sufferny, 
Had the Ranſom been of the Nature of depoſitable thing; 
(cia. to ſecure Satisfaction in caſe the Treaty took Effect, and 
to be Reſum'd in caſe it ſucceeded not 3) it had much altered 
the Matter; there had no great Damage accrued to the Depo- 
ſitor; he might have received his own agun,though not with 
Advantage: But Sufferings once Undergone cannot be re- 
called ; they are as Water ſpilt on the Ground; they cunt 
be gathere.lup again, unleſs in their Fruits, viz. in the Accon- 
pliſhment or the End they were deſigned for; which duch 
weighed will not allow Redemption to be Conditional, nc 
its intended Effects to depend upon things Contingent. be 
ſides, That which is Infinite will not admit of Addition; u 
cau that which hath all Worth intirely within it, find an 
thing of Worth without it ſelf, to depend upon. But thi 
methinks,ſhould not need Arguing); fance it is ſo Apparet! 

2. From the Scripinral Tſage, and Import of the Word 
which ſhews, That Redemprion hath made Eternal Life q 
Dus; and that all ſuppoſable Conditions, all manner 0 
races, Means, and nelps which muſt come between ov 
Natural State and Glory, with Glory it ſelf; were all in 
tentionally in the Deſigu of it, Purchaſed by it, and Con 
tained in it; as theStalk which the Flower muſt grow upon 
15 Virtually in the ſame Seed with the Flower it (|: 
tedemption'doth not only allow Men their Book, and ds 
them in caſe they can Read; (that's a heartleſs Notion) bu 
Enables them to Read; and that in point of Vill as well; 
Muomledg r. Faith is to Salvation, as Livery and Seiſim ale 
Poſteſſion ; they are no part of the Price,nor Conditionot you 
Fight; but a Legal and Notitving Introduction to your A 
Enjoy ment; yea, the Purchaſe-Money Entitles you to they 
as well as to the [nberitance, As we can alk nothing or Gy 
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ether Warrantably or Succeſsfully, but as Intitled thereto 
by Redemption ; ſo, on Redemption's account, ye may ak 
ny thing that hath a Tendency to its End; ye may Claim 
Faith in Order to Salvation, as well as Salvat.on at the 
End of yuur Faith, 

And now, that Redemption doth not barzly make Men 
Releaſable, or capable of __ Saved; but doth by its own 
proper Vertue Proſecute its End to Perfection; that the 
Actual Compleat Salvation of Redeemed Ones, is bound up 
in it; and whatever might Lett it, taken out of thewav ; TI 
ſhall clear by a ſhort InduAtion of Particulars. (1.) Redemp. 
tion imports Satufation. Without This the World had not 
been Reconciled; Nor could it be ſaid, The pleaſure of the Lox! 
bad proſpered in Hi hand ; But, both theſe are attrm'd; 1/2, 
53. 10. I pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe Him : It does not intend 
only, that it was the Pleaſure (or Will) of God, that the 
thing 11ould be done; but that he was well-plezted by the 
doing of it; that is, He was again Pacificd towards 26, in 
whoſe ſtead He Suffered; His Juſlice being thereby Atton'd. 
Aud this very Reaſon * have annexed in I/. 42.21. The Lord 
u well pleaſed for His Righteonſneſs ſake ;, | He hall Magnific the 
Law and make it Honourable ; | i. e. by levying Sattstaction 
uron Chtiſt: Which alſo Accords with, and Explicates that: 
in Rom. 3. 31. Do we then make void the Law through Eith ? 
God forbid 5, yea, we Eftabliſp the Law. It is further Confirm] 
by 2 Cor. 5. 19, God was in Chriſt Reconciling the World to 
Hinſelf : This muſt be reciprocally underitood 5 tor elſe the 
Pte ch had continued: But, ſurcly, the Lord would not 
be at ſuch Colt, to have His Work but halt-done; For what 
is Reconciliation, but the renewal of Friendſhip on both 
Sides? And, that ths is Chriit's own ſenſe upon the ward, 
is evident by Matth. 5. 23,24, If thy Brother hath ought again 
thee, go and be Reconciled to thy Brother. It muſt, theretore, 
take in God's Reconcilement to uw, as well as ours to Hy; 
which could nut be without Satistacion; His Juſtice would 
not permit it; He will by no means clear the Guilty. And, 
to put 1t beyond Diſpute, our Grand Creditor Proclaims 
Himſelf ſatisſied, by His ſending trum Heaven to Releaſc our 
Surety, Matth. 28. 2. It was to ſay, in effect, that He had 
no further Demands upon us. (2.) Redemption allo import 
Tut iſication, or Freedom from Guilt, Eph. 1. 7, In whomwe have 
Recemption through Hs Bloud, | The Forgiveneſs of Stu.) Rom.z. 
24. Being Jed] freely by His Grace, thzough * [AK 
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det ion] that ij in Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 5, 9. Gal. 3. 13. Chris 
hat Redcemed ws \ from \ theCurſe of the Law, b emg made a Cu1f, 
for ws : He blotted ont the Hand-writing that was ogainft us, Nail. 
iry it 29 His Croſs, Col. 2. 14. (3.) It imports the Eviction, 
\ anquifhing, ur binding of the ſtrong Many who would not 
elſe have lat go the Prey, nor have left his Poſſeſſion; B 
Death He d. fruysd bim who had the Power of Death; that u, the 
Jevil, Heb. 2.14. £y the Blood of His Croſs be ſpoiled Princi- 
palities and Powers, and Trium bed over them, Col. 2. 15. (4.)It 
imports Freedom trom the Power of Sin, Kom. C. C. Our Oli 
Man was Crucified with Chris, that the Body of Sin might te de- 
flroyed ;, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin: U which it 
follows, He that u Dead (wiz, with Chriſt) w freed from Siy, 
v. 7. And, Sin fall not have Dominion over you , ver. 14, 
(5.) It imports Juberent Holineſs, or Sandification, Col. 1. 21, 
Jon who were ſomet mes Fuemics in your. Minds, now hath He Ae- 
eonciled, in the Body of Hu Fi thro" Death, to preſent you Ho- 
Iv. 22. Heb. 10. 10. We are ſantified through the Offeriug of 
the Body of Jeſus C it. Rom. C. 18, Being then made pte 
fom Sm, ye became the Servants of Righteouſneſs : And that it 
was by Virtue of Chriſt's Death, appears by Fer. 8. Fir if 
we be dead with Chridt, we ſhall alfo Lice with Him : It is Hs 
Flood which ug es the Conſcience from Dead Works, to Ferre the 
I 1ving God, Reb. 9. 14. (C.) It likewiſe imports Reſurrecim; 
Oh. 6.54, 55, Iwill raiſe him up at the laſt day; For my Fleſp 
75 Meat indced ; (1. e. as Crucified.) Chriſt dying, was the 
Death of Death, of. 13. 14. Jn Chriſt ſball all be made alive, 
2 Cor. 15, 22. (J.] It tufther extends to the Actual Pof- 
icfiion of Redeemed Ones with Bleſſedncſs and Glory ; Rom. 
8, zo, Whom He Juſtifizd, them He Gloried. Liberty of enter- 
712 int the Huliefl, 1s by the Blood of Fef us, Heb. 10. 19. Thon 
haj? Redeemed ws to God by thy Blood, Rev. 5. 9, to. It's the 
Voice of thoſe in Heaven, Now, That all Thefe are in Re- 
demption, is Evident ; and us Evident it is, That Redemp- 
vion thus Qualified, is not (cannot be) lyable to Fruttra- 
tion; For, it brings us to Heaven; and then we are (ſure) 
devond the reach of Danger. And for this it was, that Paul 
cared not (be needed not care) #9 know any thing (in compar 
riſon) but Je Chritt, and Him Crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. lt is 
true, The Reſurrection of Chriſt, His Aſcention, fitting at 
God's Right Hand, and Interceſſion, have their Reſpective 
Intivence imo all theſe Glorious Priviledges, and 3 4 
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of Redenption. | 51 
arne! GIOry'; but they all ſpring from His Crucifixion ; If 
He had not dy'd, He had not been a Prieſt for ever as He u. 


Arg. II. The End of Redemption cannot be fruſtrats, be- 
eule the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is (at leaſt) as Prevalent 
and Eflectual to Hu Sced, as Adam's Tranſgreſſion was to his, 
All his Poſterity, indeed, were involv'd in the Curſe ; yet 
ſa, that there ſtill remain*d, through the Intervention of 
Grace, 2 Poſſibility of Releaſe : But the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt hath ſa perfectly recovered and eſtabluhed His See 1, 
that their Juſtined State can never be loſt : And the Reaſun 
s, becauſe Grace hath outdone Sin, and gone bevend it; 
brace hath aboundgd much more, Rom. 5. 20. Which ſuper- 
uuding ofGrace,cannut refer to the Subjects or Grace, is if 
they were more in numbsr than the Subjects ot Sin; (tor, Sin 
cunt upon All, and Grace cannot come upon more than all :) 
but tis meant of the Pr2palent Lficacy of Grace; and the Per- 
Ame Of its Effects, towards all that are the Subjects ot it: 
And, thence it is, that Grace is ſaid to R-12n through Righ- 
tzouſneſs, and that to Eternal Life, Rom. 5. 21. 


Arg. III. If the End of Chriſt's De ith might poſſibly be 
fruſtrate 3 as Poſſibly might the main End of God's mikin 
tlie World, ſuſtex Diſappointment. All things were made 
tor Himſelf; and by thit Scale they aſ.end to Him; The 
World tor the Ele&, The Elect tor Chtiſt, nd Chriſt for God, 
A His Works Praiſe Him; but above all, that of Re- 
demption, as of higheſt Note and Eminency. Moſt conſpi- 
cuoyily doth the Glory of God ſhine forth in the Face of 
Ckriſt as Dying; and as dying tor ſuch an End ; viz. the Sal- 
„tion of His People : It is the Chief of th: Ways ot God, 
tre very Meridian and Height of His Glory, (not Eſſential, 
bit Mani ffeſtative) both in this World, and that to come. 
Redemption was dehgn'd to Glorific all the Divine Attributes; 
It there hre behoved Co to be laid, that of all His Deſign- 
ments, this might be ſure to Succeed : For, do but ſubſtrat 
the ſureneſs of its Effect, and leave His Rederm'd in a P-yifh - 
#le Condition; and itdraws à Flemiſh, inſtead of Beauty, upon 
A the Divine Attributes. For, [I.] The EN of Gs ſetting 
torth Chriſt a Propitiation, was to declare Ha Righteonf, ſs in 
te Remiſſicu of Sins (a); which it does doubly. (1. That with- 
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out Satisfaction, Sin could not juſtly be remitted : (2.) That 
Satisfaction being given, I could not juſtly be 1mputed, (4) 
Put it thoſe for whom Satisfation bas been given, ſhould 
not be Juſtified and Saved; Divine Juſtice would be as liable 
to Impeachmæut, as if they had been Saved without: And ſo, 
the thing deſigned tor the Honour of His Righteouſneſs, would 
turn to its Difparagement. [z.] It would not accord with 
the Love and Goodnefs of Gd towards His Elec; that Tha 
which was meant tor their Recovery, and was alſo a Price 
well worthy their Ranſom, ſhould poſſibly turn to their 
Gezper Cordemnation ; (for, ſo it muſt, if they be not Ettee- 
tually ſaved) (c). This could not be that Pleaſure of the 
Lord, which thould Proſper in the Hands of Chriſt. [z.] It 
would not be according to the Fa:tbfulneſs and Truth ot God, 
that Chriſt ſhould fail of That He was promiſed, and eu- 
neſtly looked for, as the Fruit of His Suffering; which va 
a Secd 16 ſerve Him (d) e The Thoughts of which were mit- 
ter of Complacency to Him from Everlaſting (e). But if 
thoſe He died for, ſhould not only abidein the ſame Condem- 
nation He came to deliver them from; but under a much ſorer 
Vengeance than if He had not Undertaken for them ; How 
grievous would it be to Him, and contradictious to the Faith: 
tulneſs of God! [g.] Another End of Redemption was, Thi 
the Manifold Wiſdom of God might ſhine forth in the Sight of 
Angels and Men. Chriſt Crucified is the Wiſdom of God (f)! 
But if it were ſo contrived, that the Thing chiefly deſign 
might poſſibly Miſcarry ; it would be no Ihuftration of 
Wiſllorn. Will one of Common Prudence part with His 
Jewels and choiceſt Treaſure, and leave his Purchaſe know- 
25g under hazard? Men, indeed, may poſſibly waſte their 
Eſtates in Tryals and Eſſays that come to nothing; but did 
they foreſce the Event, they would not ſo expoſe their Pu. 
dence to reproach. [5.] The Greatneſs and Power of God 


would ſuffer an Eclipſe, if it were in the Power of Creatures 


to delęat His moſt Wiſe and Holy Deſignments; and bindet 


the Accompliſhment of His greateſt Work. What would tl 


AEgyptiansſay but that He deſtroyed them, becauſe not able te 
© through with That He undertook ? G.] Laſtly, If the 


End of Chriſt's Death might poſſibly be fruſtrate ; Then that 
bleNzd Project for glorifying the Grace of God, might poll 


3+ 19, (d) Iſa 33. 10. G Prob 
by 


(b) Rom. 8. 34. (c) Job, 
21. (f) 1 Cor, 1. 24. 
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yy be diſcinnulled and come to nothing; For, None but 
#red Ones do or can glorifie that Grace. \ 


4g. IV. Another Argument for the Sure Effect of Chriſt's 


Neath, is, That He hath the Management of the whole Work 
committed to Himſelt; as well the Application of Redemp- 
gon, as the Procurement of it. He is the Repcſitory, Root, 


ind Treaſury , wherein all the Benefits of Redemption are 


id up; and the great Almoner by whoſe Hand they are diſ- 


enſed. Adam was no more a Publick Perſon after his Fall; 


The new Stock was not intruſted with him, but put into the 
Hands of Chriſt, who will give a better account of it. 


4:7. V. There is nothing wanting to our Lord and Re- 
dcemer, which might any way conduece to the Final Com- 
pleatment of His Work. There are Five Things mainl 
requiſite to make a great Undertaking Succeſsful ; viz. Au- 
thority, Strength, Underſtanding,Courage and Faithfulneſs: 
All which, the Captain of our Salvation is Eminently In- 
reſted with : The Father loveth the Son,and hath gicen all things 
mto His hand, John z. 35. | 

1. Authority; He was appointed to His Office; (For, as Me- 
diatour, the 2 1s Greater than He :) He came not of Him- 
ſelf, but the Father ſeut Him (g); He was called of God (h): It 
vas laid on Him, and undertaken by Him, in the way of a 
(nenaut (i), and Confirmed by an Oath (k), Never to be 
ſever d 5, which alſo may partly be the mearung of God 
the Father's Sealing Him, 05 The Government is id upon 
lis Shoulder (m): He hath the Key of David committed to 
Him (n); Which ſhews the Abſoluteneſs of His Authority: 
Without Him, No Man can lift up his Hand or his Foot in 


1 the Earth. j 


2. Strength or Power; Theſe cannot be wanting to Him, 


ſt all in Heaven and Earth be ſufficient for it; For, This He 
bath (o), and He hath it to this End, That He might gi 
i Eternal Life to as many as He undertook for (y); which if 


they ould miſs of, it would be ſaid , That Al Power was 
not able to Save them. He that made the World, is ſure- 
ly well able to Govern it, and to over-rule whatever comes 


— 


0 Jeb. 9. 42. (i) Heb. 5. 4, 5. () Ja. 4x. C. (0 Heb. 
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into it: He would never have ſuſtered Sin (the only Ene. 
my) to Invade it, if He could not have quell'd it at Plea. de 
Cure ; Their Redecmer is Strong; The Lord of Hoſts is Hit er /. 
Name ; He ball |thorowly} plead their Cauſe (q) : He mut Ind to 
Reign until he ſhall have put al! Enemies, both under His own WM.; of | 
Feet, ond Ours (t). : nows J 

3. Underſtanding or Kuowledge ; This cannot be wanting Is 1:4 


to Him, who is the Wiſdom ot the Father; The Lord hath not 
ziven Him the Tongue of the Learned, that He might ſpeak word; und 
Fin Seaſon ] to him that u weary (s), He knows His Work; Ne, 
what it is; How to Effect it; and who they be that are con- N: / 
cern'd in it. 1. He knows t His Wark is: It was (in Wh; :leir 

ſhort) To ſeek and 7 that which was "of Not to bring Wir And 
Men into a Salvable Condition, (as ſome ſpeak) but to Sn: Wien to 
them, and that from their Sins (). He came, To open the Niem: 
Blind Eyes; To bore the deaf Ears; To reſtore the witherei Wands (. 
Limbs ; To cleanſe the Lepers; To heal the Sick; To raiſe . To 
the Dead; To caſt out Devils; To Preach the Goſpel; and Wh: of 5; 
to cauſe thoſe it belongs unto, to hear and receive it: He Milties : 
knows they are Dead, aud He knows as well, that He is to Whonific 1 
Quicken them, and thence we have it in Foh. 5. 25, The Mcieme 
Dead fhall hear and live: And chap. 10. 16, Other Sheep I bare; Wis Paſl 
Them alſo | muſt I bring, ] and they | ſpall 8 my Voice. He u Cu 

is alſo to keep them, and look to them; ſo as not One be Ne Ab 

loſt (u); and finally, To raiſe them up at the laſt Day, and Who. of I, 
to take them to Heaven with Him: All which He is pertetly Amour 
acquainted with, His work is before Him (x). 2. As Hon , 
knows His Work ; what it is; ſo the beſt Seaſon and Meth us His 


for its Performance. He came in the fulneſs of Time; when Nadions 

Things were ripe for His Coming: He came Then when there Nies, & c 
was moſt need of Him; the Devil's Kingdom at the higheſt; Wor hide 
Ins Oracles in greateſt Credit; the World overwhelmed by tere He 
the Roman Power; and the true Religion near quite depra- Wught ha 
ved among the Jews. It argues a Dextrous Underitanding, to Wis; He 1 
take an Enemy in his Kuff, at his higheſt pitch of Strength Wudcrtak 
an1 Confidence, and throw him on his Back: To ſuccour ae, and 
diſtreſſed Friend or Allie, when brought under foot, and {« {Wiicvous 
him on his high Places: This the Scripture calls A firey-Wud, in 
gbening of the Spoiled qnainſt the Strong (y): And thus dothou tha 


(q) Fer. 50. 14. (r) 1 Cor. 15. 25. (s) Iſa. 50. 4. (ty Mutt Wis 
J. 21. (u) 75. 17. 12. 22. ch. 8 39. (x) Va. 4. Ic, on 


ar CE) Jo). 
Loi 


(y) 4mos 5. 9. 
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Plex. d jeſus Chriſt, Who is (partly) therefore ſaid to be of Qrick 
s Hi: Wider [tanrding(Zz) £ In all Hu Under takings He deals prudently(a); 
muſt WM od to 74 1t 18, that Hawnah aſcribed ſucceſs; The Lord ts a 
s own ict of Know Ie e] and by Him Adiout are weighed (b). 3. He 
nows Who they are tor whom He is to do it. The Fruits of 
nting Wis Death are not as mug to be given 1n Common ; They 
| hath not indrfferently upon Men, as Rain upon all Sorts of 
word; Hund: He knows whom He came to Redeem ; Not their 
York; Mint only, but their Perſons 5 They were al written in His 
con- n: And ſo well is He vers'd in it, That He calleth them all 
as (in Wh; their | Names | (c): He does not omit any, nor call One 
bring Wc Another; He knows Whom the Father hath Choſen and 
d ne n to Him (d): He can neither forget them, nor miſtike 
en the Niem: They are written in- His Breaſt, and on the Pilms of His 
there {Whlands (e). 
» raiſe . Io a Great Undertaking is required Courage or Great- 
; df Pirit; to confront Oppoſition, and cut thro! Diffi- 
: He Multics : And if thu be wanting, all other Endowments will 
e is to MWhiontfie little, as to Succeſs, And how was our Lord and 
„ The Neleemer qualified as to thu ! When He was entring into 
[ bave; Nis Paſſion, (againſt which He prayed , If it were poffible 
ö. He N Cup might paſs from Him z) He then needed Courage in 


One be ide Abſtract 5 and we find That He had it anſwerably. In the 
y, and Wo. of Iſaiah the Prophet brings Him in as putting on His 
rteftly Armour of Proof; Therefore have I ſet my Face as 2 Flint, and 
As He Vom that I ſball not bs confounded (f). In the Greatneſs of 
Neth us His Strength, did He Travel through all thoſe Contra- 
; when actions OF Sinners, Temptations , Reproaches , Blaſphe- 
1 there Nies, & c. And when His hour was come, He did not Recoil, 
igheſt; Wor hide Himſelt from them; No, nor ſtay till they came 
ned by tete He was; but goes to meet them (g). And though He 


depri- Wight have had more than twelve Legions of Angels tor ask- 
ing, tog; He waves their Aſſiſtance; and in His own iinsle Perſon, 


rength Macrtakes both this World and the Powers of Darkue( 3 
cour a e, and the Wrath of His Father too, which was much more 
und (et eevous, and of far Greater Terror than all the Reſt: 
ſirem- nd, in all this He was Ahne; there was None with Him. 


lad, that an Angel appear'd ta Him from Heaven ſtreng- 


6— 


— _—— — — 
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. 10 (z) Ifr. 11. 3. (a) Ch. 52. 13. (b) 1 Sun. 2. 3. (c) Ph. 
n . (4) Job. 17. 2, 6. (e) Iſa. 49. 16. (F) Iſa. 30, 7. 
Lo: >, Joh, 18. 4» 
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thening Him (5); It was rather a Token and Part of Hi 
deep Humiliation , (That the Might God ſhould ſeem 9 
want, and fo admit the proffer'd Service of His Creatun 
than a leſſening of His Sufferings. Now, all this yy 
tor the Procurement of Redemption; And can He then 
wanting to the Efectual Application of it: He cannot ſhrink 
at the fight of Straggling Parties; that hath Won 6 
1tcli'd Battle, and remains abſolute Maſter of the Field 
'or this alſo, we have a ſure word of Prophecy, He f 
not fail nor be diſcouraged | until | He have ſet Judgment: 
the Earth (i). 
5. Faithfulneſs : This alſo is a Grand and Neceſſary Qu, 
liſication for an high Undertaking : And for this our | 
deemer is alſo fignally Eminent. To do the Father's Wi 
was That He came about from Heaven: And this was H. 
Will, That of all He had given Him, He fpould lofe nothing; þ 
ſhould Raiſe it up at the laſt Day (k); that is, That He ſhou 
give them Eternal Life (I); And we ind Him proteſſing, Th 
He had done it accordingly (m), and that He will do it (i 
according to His Pronuſe ſo ottea repeated in the 3g, q: 
44, 54 verſes of the th or John. And He keeps them, 
Faithfulneſs to His Truſts viz. That the Scripture mis bt be fu 
Fill:d (o). Judas was let go, to fall by bis own Tranſgreſin 
Whom ( doubtleſs) He could and would have kept, as H 
did the Reſt, had he been, as they were, committed to H 
Charge: For, He gives to every one, according as He x 
ceived for them, 4s is ſcen by comparing Hu. E8. 18, wit! 
Eph. 4. 8. In the one place, it is Cuid, He | received | Gf 
For Men ; and in the cther, (which is a Quotation ofth 
former) H: | gave] Gifts to Men : Thoſe, thererore, for who: 
He received Fternal Lite, cannot fail of it, unleſs He ſhou! 
fail of His Truit ; which, indeed, He cannot do; For, | 
# Faithful in all His Houſe (p); and that as a Son; and joyn: 
Intereſt (you know) IS a 4 boar and Prevalent Obligatio 
to Faithfulneſs. If any ſhould offer to diſpoſſeſs Him, H 
would anſwer as Naboth did Ahab; God forkid, that Ibn. 
art with the Inheritance of my Father (q). And His Faith 
Falnels further apprars, in that He makes it a main part 
His buſineſs now in Heaven, to have this Work pertedted 


cc) Luk. 22. 43. (i) Iſa. 42. 4. (K) Job. 6. 38, 39. (07 
17. 2. (m) Ver. 12. (a) Ver, 26. (0) Job. 17. 12. (p) H., 
3.5756. (DI X.. 21. 3. 
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fe ever liveth to make Tnterceſſion for them (r). There is 
great Weight put upon this, in Rom. 8. 34. Who u he that 
(mdenneth? It i Chriſt that died; yea rather, that j Riſen 
Kan who alſo I maketh Interceſſon] for w: And, the Summ 
of His Prayer, is, That thoſe given to Him, might be kept 
fen evil; That they might be One in the Father and Him- 
ſelf; and That they may Le where He is, to behold His Glo- 
„. Now then, if the Salvation ot thoſe He died for 
was the End of His Death; and the Price that He paid, well- 
worthy the Purchaſe ; If it be the Father's Will, that they 
ſhould be ſaved ; If alſo this Salvation be the thing for, 
which He prays; and whatſoever He aſketh of God, He will 
give it, (John 17. 22.) it needs muſt follow, That the Intent 
of Hw Death cannot be fiuſtrate. 


Yet does not this Truth go unoppoſed 3; Not for any 
Fault of its o.; but that it will not give Elace to anothes, 
which unduely aftets the Preheminerce. Denied in Terms 
it is not; None will ſay direfly, that Chtiſt's Intent in dy- 
ing may be fruſtrated: But, That Intent of His, is ſo narrow d 
by ſome, and clog'd with Conditions, as would bring it to 
nothing. The Riſe whereot, or its Uſe, I underſtand not; 
but ſuppoſe that Neceſſity drove to it (for want of a better) 
to ſhure 1p the General Point. I thought, at firſt, of no 
Objection here: But, having ſince found this in the way, 
I would put it in the Saored Ballance, and try its Weight, 
The Summ alledged is this: 


Obj. That the Intent of Chriſs Death, was only to bring Men 
into a ſalvable State; with ſuch Means and Helps as will 
bring them to Salvation, if they will uſe them: And thas 

1 om any are not ſaved, us from their Lubelief. 

n 


11g4t19 Anſw. x. That. Unbelief is the Condemning Sin, needs no 
im, k Proot: But yet Men's not Believing in Chit, is not the 
1 pou only, or firſt procuring Cauſe of ther Condemnation ; but 
s Fat their Apoſtacy, and Rebellion againſt God: Altho' the Con- 
1 * a demnation of thoſe who belizve not, is greatly Aggravated 
er 


by rejecting the Remedy; as One condemned for Iteaſon, 
rv tuung his Pardon; that Refuſal is, 1nd==d, the next and 
(1.7 immediate Cauſe of his Execution, and perhaps ful! 


(08, — 2 
(r) Heb, 7. 25. (5) 7c"! 17. 24,21, 15. 
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heighten the Rigour of it; but his Treaſonable Practice vz 
the tirit procuring Cauſe of his Death; which alſo heſhoyy 
have ſuftered for, if no ſuch Pardon had been ofter'4 him. 
There will need no Accuſation from Chriſt, to juitifie tu 
Condemnation of Sinners: Moſes, whoſe Law they hay, 
broke, ſhail witneſs againſt the Jews; and the Law or Ni. 
Lure againſt the Gent: es, That Faith is the one thing ucceſſ. 
71 on oui part, in order to our being Saved, is a Foundz. 
tion Truth, and muſt neceſary to be known: And, as tne 
it is, that this Faith adds nothing of Merit or Virtue to th 
Croſs ot Chriſt. Where Men are ſaid to be juſtified or fi- 
ved by Faith, it is meant of the Oljedt of Faith, and not o 
the 4X, though not without it. For, as Bread muſt b 
eaten, and taken in, before it can nouriſh; ſo muſt theRigh. 
teouſneſs of Chriſt be Apprehended by Faith, betore we cu 
be juſtined by it. But, as the Actiau of Eating or Chewing, 
is not the Matter or Subſtance of dur Nounſhment ; but th 
Erexd we eat; ſo neither is our AF of Believing, but th 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone Apprehended by Faith the Matty 
Ot our juſtifications But, 

2: Why ſhould Redemption depend on a Foreign Power to 
bring about its End? Why ſhould ſo great a Thing be let 
in the Hands of 4 Humane Arbitrement; to ſucceed, or be 
defeated at the Pleaſure of a perverſe Will? That Chni 
foould die, ought rather to have been Conditional, aud 10 
the Salvation of thoſe He ſhould die for; And fo, in Pu- 
dence, ſhould have been deter'd 'till the End of the World; 
to {ee it any Fruit would come of it; and if Not, then Not b 
dic at ail; For why ſhould He die in vain? But, that Out 
Joould die, and at that very Time when He did, was For- 
deteri1:)d4 of God, and Confirm'd with an Oath 5 wherch 
it wa; made Neceſſary, and impoſlible to be revers'd. 1! 
coul not, then, ſtaud with the Wiſdom or Truth of Gol, 
that the Eud or His Death ſhould poſſibly miſcarry, ot bs 
fruitcable; which it muſt be obnoxious to, if dependent 
on the Humane Will; a thing ſo tickle and uncertain, th 
it Kos not, this Moment what it will do, or pitch ufo 
the net; (belides a Natural Antipathy to the ching it felt; 


Þut, ceidclt it is, Ihat the End has the ſame Inſurance & 
the Means, viz. Decree, Promiſes, and Oath. And now, I 

| Lo vyreat SOleinnity, and Expetation upon it, evaporate 
to ContmBLency  Chult was promited a Seed to ferve Hm 
wid Cul 4 „% / Of the Travel C His Soul, as ſliould rue 
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Aim: That He ſoould divide the Spoil with the Strong (a) e 
That the Heathen ſbould be hs Inheritance (b): That Aings 
would ſee and ariſe, Princes alſo ſbould worſhip (c), and His 
Enemies become His footſtool (d), &c. And this, as the Reward 
of His Suſferings; and He fits in Heaven, expecting *till it be 
done (e). And now, ſhall lapſed Creatures uſurp a Negative 
Vote to their Soveraign's Will? Shall it be at 7herr Pleaſure, 
whether He who is Heir of all things, ſhall poſſeſs His Patri- 
mony? Shall fantul Duſt ſo arroyate to it ſelf, as toſay, My 
Creator's Will ſhall be done, fo mine may be the Standard 
of it? Shall thoſe Statutes of Heaven, in tavour of the 
(mditioual Doctrine, run thus? The ſtrong Man armed, 
ſhall be ſpoil'd and caſt out, if he will: The Heathen, whoſo 
God is the Deval, ſhall renounce him, and turn Tenants to 
Chriſt, if He will conſent to it, and they alfo think it their 
lutereſt: Kings and Princes ſhall ariſe and Worſhip Him, 
it their own Grandure will bear it; and Enemies become His 
Foot-ſtool, in caſe they be fice to ſubmit to it, c. Who 
_ not tremble to hear ſuch Indignities put upon 
brift ? 

3. There was no Reaſon why Chriſt;the Son of God, ſhould 
die for ſo {mall a Purchaſe, as to make Men but Condiitonally 
lalvable : That the greateſt thing in the World ſliould be 
hung on Co weak a Pin as would not bear the Weight of an 
Apple. I call it a ſmall Purchaſe, becauſe they bad more 
than this in Adam They had then a pure Freedom of Will, 
vithout Biaſs to Evil. But Now, ſay you, they are help'd 
by Motives aud A ents from the Danger they are in, 
and the Benefits attaiuable by changing their Courſe : But, 
what are theſe, as the Caſe ſtands? What Motives will move, 
vhile inſenſible of that Danger, and ignorant of the Bene- 
fits propos d? Such Motives allo they Before, and more 
anply than Now; inaſmuch as the prefent Seuſe of a happy 
Condition was more attractive and prevalent to keep it, 
than the meer Propofal of a 4iſtant and unknown Priviledge, 
can be to attain it; (tor, of things unknown Men are not 
deſirous z) eſpecially when things more ſuitable to preſent 
Senſe, are theirs in Poſſeſſion: And to leave theſe, tor thoſe 
they underſtood not, is contrary to their Reaſon ; They 


— 


(% Ia. 53. 10, 11. (b) Lad. 2, 8. () Hl. 49. 7. (d) Ha. 
11%. 1. (e) A, 10. 13. „ | 
gvb, 1 by 


WI — TE YE ood — * CE DD — _ _ —_ 


=. - 460 A Praftical Diſcourſe | 
1 ſee neither Danger nor Priviledge, and therefore deſpiſ WWW desert 
both. Or if they have r at Times ; the ſu! F!e/ 
preſent Content they dream to have in their Luſts, canig {W1cxts, 
them Head-long, as with Wind and Tide. aity, 1 
4. If Rational Motives and Argumentations,were of thay WY ,. 
Weight and Efficacy tor the working of Faith, as ſome hay 26,7, 
pretended; Then, thoſe of the largeſt Endowments of Ni. a 
ture, ſhould be the moſt capable Subjects, and moſt likely to IU ba 
be wrought upon. But, do any of the Phariſees believe on Him Nit 2 t 
Do not the Princes of Worldly Wiſdom account the Preach. s det 
ing of the Croſs Fooliihneſs? Do we not ſee Men of Renow =I 
for Humane Sapience, highly pretending to Moral Sanity, [ern 
and higheſt fluwn in their Free-will Principles, neverthele( I Lenſe, 
to deſpiſe the Ways of Holineſs; yea, diſpoiling Chriit Hin. dere mi 
ſelf of His Deity, aud the Chriſtian Religion of its chiefs N 1t 1 
Glory? Nothing more plain to common Obſervance ! Surely Mite 1: 
then, it could not ve Ræaſonable, that this Glorious Redemy- {Miutelref 
tion ſhould lie at the Mercy of a perverſe Will; fiuce > enpted 
is the thing which hath letted, and will Jett, until it be taken Matter, 
out of the way. Chriſt was but once delivered to the Wills Few Be 
of Men, and then they Crucified Him (e); and ever ſince the; 
Crucifie His Croſs. Had they known Him, they would nat hatt Ne 
crucified the Lord of Glory (t)? But, ſo it is, in the Wiſdom of nk ſc 
God, that the World by Wiſdom know not God (g). The Wil- eus to 
dom of Men never was the Author of Faith, either to them- abots 1 
ſelves, or others (b): The Preaching of the Croſs is to te (r) 
ewiſh Legaliſt a Stumbling-block 55 and fooliſbneſs to de © 
tional Philoſopber,. and that at Athens (K). mt ſon 
5. Conditionality will not conſort with the Scope of Chrifts'®; fin 
Redemption, nor yet with:the Nature of the Bondage it -A H 
ters unto: It is ſummarily term'd, The Bondage of Corripti 
on; In:Parcels, it bears the Names of Blindneſs, Darkneſs, 
Death, Hardneſs, Unbelief, Enmity, &c. And, that Deli-W 
verance from theſe, was the very Scope and End of Redemp Men, v 
tion, might be made out particularly: I ſhall inſtance only 
two or three Generals: For thu panes the Son of God non d 
manifeſted, that He miplt deſtroy the works of the Devil et? 
Our ald Alan was cruciſied with Chriſt, that the body of Sin mygul 
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Ie deſtroyed (m). God ſending His own Son in the likeneſs of [ins 


ul Fleſh, and for Sin, condemned Sin in the Fleſp (n). Which 


Texts, leſt they might ſeem defective, for want of Univer- 


ality, That alſo is ſupplied in Tit. 2. 14, VJ ho gave Hnſelf 
w w, that He might Redeem w from | all) Iniquity. Eph. 5.25. 


26,27, Chrit gave Himſelf for the Church, that He might ſaneti= 


2 and cleanſe it, and preſent it to Humſelf a G'oriows Church, 
ut having ſpot , or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. | But, was it 
ot a thing in deſign only, and liable to fruſtration ? No, it 
was determin'd and fixed ; For, He | ſhall | Redeem Iſrael from 
all bis Iniquities (o); Aud, The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt Hu Sou 
= xt w from all Sin (P)3 It's ſpoken in the Preſent 
enſe, as a thing ſtill and always in doing. And this [ AU] 
here muſt be taken Uniyerſally ; becauſe, if not ſaved tron 
Al, it would be, in the End, as if ſaved from None Ons 
Mite left on the ſcore, binds over to Wrath; eſpecially 
Uubelief (). Why then ſhould That, of all the reſt be ex- 
empted or diſputed? Is it, that we think Faith (O eaſie a 
Matter, that we need not to trouble our Maſter about it? 
Few Believers have found it ſo : Or do we think Hur ſelves 
better able to deal with our own Hearts, or truer to our In- 
zeſt than He? It's our Heart's Deceittulneſs that makes us 
bk ſo: Or, ſhall we impoſe upon Chriſt ſomething ot 
ours to eek aut His Merits, ur to make them Ettectual ? He 
atbors it; for If ye be Circumciſed , Chriſt ſpall profit you no- 
dnp (r): Or do we aſpire to tit on His right and in the 
ory ot Redemption? I know not what it is; but am (ure, 
at ſomething not right lies in the Bottom, though unicens 
or, fince the Honour of Redemption lies in Saving trom 
in; He that ſaves trom Unbelief, which is the Capital, 


urs deepeſt in that Honour: Unbelict is the Lock ot our 


Chain and Bondage; and till that be unſhot, there's no gel- 

ap looſe. Chriſt's Redzmption is not like thote Luvs of 
Men, which hold the ſmall, but let the great ones freak 
tough : No, Redemption aims at the Head; aud it was fi 
&lpn'4 from the firit (3). But, bow are Men ( .d from Un- 
liet? Is it their own AR, or Anotbers? It their own, then 
of Works; which will not conſort with Grace (): If 
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Another's,that Other does it either Abſolutely,or Conditin, 
nally : If Abſolutely, the Objection ceaſes : It Conditionally, 
what was the Condition of it? It could be Nothing in usþ.. 
fore we Believed ; for, whaiſoever is not of Faith, is Fin (u): It 
muſt then be from another Cauſe, and without Condition; 
and that can be only Redemption it felf ; ior, nothing elle 
can pretend to it; and the Pretenſions of That are good, 
For Chriſt is expreily ſaid to be the Author of our Faith (x); 
And the Evangeliſt John affirms Al Grace to be out d 
Hu Fulneſs, (3) : Taul alſo ſhews, that Chriit apprehend: u 
not becauſe we do, but, that we might apprehend Hin (x, 
And further, The Holy Gho# (who is the immediate Cope 
tor of all Grace) is ſhed upon us through Jeſus Chriſt oy 
Saviour (a). That Faith which is not from Chriſt intirely 
2s its Author and Root, will never lead the Soul to Chf 
as its Olject and Center. But, methinks the Doctri ne of Cy. 
ditional Redemption ſhould be tor ever ſilenced by that on 
Declaration of Our Saviour Himſelf, I am found of thay 
that ſought me nt (b). EE 

Now ſhall this Truth be yielded, viz. That Chriſt's Re. 
demption made an Exd of Sin? Or ſhall we ſay , That ou 
Old Man was Crucify'd, all but his Vital Parts © That all te 
Works cf the Devil are Deſtroyed, except hu Maſter- piece! 
That 1ſrael is Redeemed from All his Inzquaties, fave only the 
worſt and moſt Condemning ? Does the Scripture ſpeak fal- 
izctouſly ? or docs Vain Man deal Deceittully in his Coe. 
mnaut ? 1 would ask, (with great Seriouſneſs, tor the Matter 
Icquires it) What good ſhall Redemption do us, if it ſae 
only from ſome Sins, and not from A? Or if from Al * 
ting Unbelief 5 This would too much reſemble a Pardon tar 
betty Treſpaſſes, (Petgy, in compariſon) while the Guilt of 
our Treaton hes ſtill upon us ? To Purchaſe Salvation upon 
Terms cf Lelicving, without Purchaſing Faith alſo, is too 
like an Undertaking to Cure a Man of his Phrenſie, upon 
Condition he will be ſober ? M hat v ill they do, who content 
themſelves with ſuch a Redemption as this? 

Laſtly, Conſider Redemption in its Type: The People's 
Sius, unter the Law, had not not been Expiated by the Sacu- 
fice, without ſprinkling the Elood; and it was not themſelce 
that ſfuinkled it, but the Irie: Aud can we then think, 
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(u) Rom, 14. 43. Heb. 12. 2. (v) 0b. 1. 16. (2) Ihr. 
SO 12. (4) 17. — K (b) La. 65. 1. 
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ditig. wt Chriſt ed His Blood for thoſe on whom He will not 
prinkle it? That He will not give a little Faith to thoſe 
us. ee died for, whenas without That, all that He doth beſides, 
0: It Will not profit them? Hath He wrought ſo great a Delive- 


fon; Nince for His Servants, and now ſhall they die tor Thirſt (c)? 


1 elle Nes impoſſible that His Love ſhould be ſo cooled, (fince His 

ood; Wong to Heaven) as to be indifferent, touching the Travel 
2 (x): r His Soul: Shall he periſh for whom Chriſt died, for want 
ut of hf z good word? eſpecially when that word can be ſpoken 
dt, Wf:tually by no body elſe : If any ſay, He would, but they 
n (2) Will not; I anſwer, this Vill- not is their Unbeliet; and the 
Oper Nn thing they are to be ſaved from; He that is ſaved 


vm that, is ſaved every whit; and this Chriſt is to do by 
king them willing + A Will to Believe, is Believing; and 


Chunk Nn the Day of his Power they find it. And, for any to ſay, 
of Con What 2 Will to Believe is not Purchaſed by Chriſt, and Efte- 
at one Wally applied by Him, but depends on ſomething to be done 
of they * ; 15 a great Derogation to the Merit ot His Suffer- 


nvs ; It is, in effect, to ſteal a Jewel from our Sovercign's 


ts le- town, and to wreath it ona Fool's Cap. 

hat out 

all the Infercuces. 

yt 

my ufer. I. The Impoſſibility of fruſtrating the End of Chriſt's 
_ Dath, is a mani Proof and Argument of Peculiar Re- 
n 


NN For, if the Salvation of Thoſe He died for, was 
he End 


Matter of His dying, and the Intent or His Death cannot 
it fare Ide fruſtrate ; then He had not in His Eye and Deſign the Sal- 
my ation ot thoſe that are not Saved. 

don tot 4 

zuilt a Ufer. II. Take heed F bat ye hear, and How. Beware of 
n upol thoſe Do&ri nes which tend to Enervate the Covenant of 
» 15 too rice; reducing it to a Covenant of Works; or {5:newhat 
p- be more Difficult : A Principal one is that which makes Re- 


Enption Conditional, and Dependent upon ſomething to be 
One by Men, which Chriſt is not the Deer ur ; Or its evil 
Conſequents I ſhall mention two. 


. It Bereaves us of that ſolid ground of Comfort (for, 
te Joy of the Lord is our Strength) which the Ae n fs 
r Redemption intends and offers to us; expoſing our nekvl 
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Skin to every blaſt of Temptation. Who can promiſe thy 
Standing ot that Fabrick which ſtands on a doubtful Foun. 
dation? To build Hay and Stubble on the Rock, has uot half 


that LR in it, as Gold and Silver on the Sand: The One 


ſhall be ſaved, though with difficulty; the other loſes both 
his Work and himſelf: For, let Redemption be never ſo 
firm and ſolid init ſelf, if yet its Standing and Effic acy de- 
lend upon that which is ſſeeting and unfix d, the ground of 
our Confidence is gone: It's like thoſe Pumps that have Wa- 
ter enough within, but yield you none, unleſs you firſt * 
ſome of your own, which yet ye have not; (like Jacob's Well, 
but zotling to draw with.) For Men to annex Condition, 
is to offer a Bar to their own Pardon; and inſtead of an A- 
mendment, to add a Deſtructive Proviſo to the Bill of Fre 
Grace: That Paradox of the Preacher ſeems pertinent hae; 
Be not Rightecus over much, neither make thy ſelf otherwiſe : V 
thouldft thou deſtroy thy ſelf ? Eccleſ. 7. 16. 
2. To make Redemption dependent on our Faith, attr- 
butes to Created Grace, an Honour that 1s due only to 
Chriſt; which Redeemed Ones {ſhould be very tender cf. 
Was He alone in the Obtainment of Redemption, and ſhall 
we think He needs a Cordjutor in its Application? Shall we 
impute to that glorious Atchievement a need of our help to 
make it Succeſstul ? No, whatever Graces ye have, youmut 
thank Xedemption for them, and not Them for your being 
Redeem' d. The whole Conſtellation ſhines by a borrove 
Light; they have none of their own, but what the Sun ot 
Righteouſneſs Communicates to them. Haſt thou Faith! 


Have it to thy ſelt, and know it tor thy good; take it as an 


Effect and Et idence, but not as the Cauſe, of your Intereſt i 
Recemytion. Each Grace is of Uſe in its Place, and Beau 
titul; as euch Star hath an Orb of its own ; and to mos 
out of that, is to break the Harmony of the Spheres : Eve 
Goſpel Graces Legalized, loſe their Excellency, I muſt ſi 
10 Faith, in this caſe ; Friend, fit down lower; this Pla 
belongs to your Author: You are Redemption's Creature 
from That you had your Birth; and in That you lives 
move: Ye arc welcome as à Gueſt, yea, as Chief Ruler d 

the Feaſt ; though not as the Bridegroom's Compere. Fit 
true Faith, and unclouded, is more ingenuous than to ine 
ſuch a Ræbuke. 
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Tifer. III. If all Merit and Grace be Virtually in Redemp- 
t hate on, and thenoe diſpenſed by thz hand of our Rede-mer im- 
£ One elt; this Yields both a Friendly Ræproot, and Dire tion to- 
both iber: Reproof to Exyetancy any where elſe; and Dire tion 
to poor thirſting Souls, V here and How to be ſatistied. Un- 
done you are in your ſelves, (that ye tind;) and would gladly 
ind of aut this Ruin under the Hand of Chriſt (4), as one that is able 
e WI. Mo repair it. Thus far ye are right: But, ſomething you ſeek 
utin un your ſelf that may ſtrengthen your Hope, and induce His 
Wa Fzvour to you. Away with ſuch Pretences, and flee to vour 
"Wo Redeemer as ye are; for, fon Him alone h that Fuit to be 

an a. (e). Be as ſenſible of your Deformity and Unworthi- 
; tels as ye can; and walk Humbly under the Senſe ot it ; 
ut, let it not flacken your Pace, nor abate your Hope. I 
uy thing may render you worthy, (that is, a ſuitable Ol ject 
of Mercy) it is your coming boldly to the Throne of Grace 
vith all your Unworthinefs about you. It's a diſguſtful Mo- 
(ety to be ſhie in accepting from thoſe above us * It looks 
ut we would not be thought to need their Kinduets + Or 
le, as if we thought they nerde i our requital : Or at leait, 
if we were unwilling to be Obliged to them: Much more 
ucbecomng it is, to be backward in accepting the Oiters of 
Grice from ſo great a Perſon as our Lord and Reieemer. 
0, the Unnaturalneſs of our Natutal Hearts, even to our 
on good! We are pitiful Obje s of Charity ; all tulneſs 15 
in Chriſt, and may be had for going for; and yet, as if He 
vanted Clients,He 1s fain to * — toclamat ion, Ho |! every 
lat thirfteth, come ye to the Vaters; and he that hath no 
7 f); And, If any Man thirſt let him eme to Ae and 
Kink (g). Great things are Profler'd; and what's the 
Ince? Notbing; It is but Come and Take : And yet, this 
thing will be found to be Something; yea, 4 thing both of 
tte zrcateſt Moment and Difficulty : It is one of the hr deft 
latters under the Sun, to become Notiny, (Nothing in our 
elves) and ſo fly directly to Chriſt, that we muy be Something e 
hut, go to Him even for thu. Hal the Prodigal deterr'd his 
Return, till he had better Cloaths on his Back, and a Viſage 
More like the Son of ſuch a Father; Rags mult ſtill have 
ren his Cloathing, and Husks his Entertainment. Do but 
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conſider How it is; Jeſus Chriſt calls you, becauſe ye are bling, lier. 
to come to Him tor Eye-Salve; and you'll not go till ent ir 
can ſce better: You are Naked, and He calls you to come an meified 
receive Change ot Rayment; and you'll not go till better a. nd the 
Javed: He oticrs vouGulld, for he kncws your Foverty au no 
you'll not take it, till youhave ſomething of your ownty king m 
ice tor it, & c. Lock over it again, aud fee if this be hands king m 
1m dealing citber with your (elf or Him. It's Free Gra; hands 


in Redemption that 1s to be Glorified; but ſomething of you 


& i em tio 
dun would lefſer your need of Chriſt, and lower your elteey nim 
or His Grace; Nav, *twould be a means to keep you fed for 


Him; as Farms aud Oxen did thoſe full Gueſts from ty 
Wedding Super. Conſider further, No Man was ever a 
cepted or Chriſt for what he brought to Him: They are by 


pt to | 
iſt d 


N or con 
welcome, that bring nothing, and yet expect all things. Wha th H 
did you give zo Chritt, or what did you foe Him, Or ever cu hey ar 
that might move Him to Die for you ? Yea, to be made à ft He 
and 4 Cinſe for you? Did He go into Hell to fetch e that 


thence,azd pawn His Soul (His precious Soul) for your R 
fom ? and can you think that He'll ſtick at Petty Matten 
Deſervedly may you and I be Upbraided with, 0 Fools, 
How of heart to believe ! | He knows we have Nothing, u 
would haveus know that He knows it; and withal, thath 
hath al things for us: And for our Invincible Encouny 
anent,that all things are ours in away of Right ;, His Purchd 
hath made them ſo : We are His invited Gueſts, and ſhall: 
need to bring our Seat or Proviſion with us. I ſhall addb 
one Conſideration more; (viz.) Whether your keeping 
from Chriſt, till fit for His Preſence, (as ye term it) bet 
way to better your State: Search, and ſee, if ſomething vi 
Pride be not at bottom: Something you would have, e 
you come, that might render you Acceptable; and that Xl 
can have enh from Him; and you cannot have it, but! 
coming without it. Redemption hath in it, Infinite Treaſur 


take 


a Retreat 
of what we want; and our Redeemer is Infinitely Lain, of 
pleaſed to give them forth, than we to receive them. knowit 
therefore, you are always hearing that Joyful Sound, Mum fe 
unto Me, all ye that Labour, and are heavy Laden , and I beat th. 
Five you Reſt (h): And, Him that cometh unto Me, I vil Wi; Stub 


uo wiſe | caſt aut (i). 


— — 


1 


—_ Ü—Q—— ͤ —U—ͤ—̃ 


( Matth, 11. 28. (i) Job. C. 37. 
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e bling, fafer. TV. This gives to Believers the higheſt Encourage- 
till et in their Spiritual Conflict. For if our Old Mm war 
me ant uifed with Chriit, | that the body of Six: might be deſtroyed ; ] 
ter ad the intent of His death cannot be truftrate 5 then Sin 
ty ant e not] have Dominion over you (k); than which there's no- 
wing more Fortifies our Faith in fighting againſt Sin; No- 
king more Oomtorts à Soul conceruing e work and tor! of 
bands (I). For, To fake ama Sin, being the End of Re- 
emption 3 to make the Work ſure, Chriſt Himſelt was made 
in, Imputatively, not Inherently : All the Sins of thoſe He 
fied for, met on Him; He and they were ſo Incorporated, as 
wt to bs ſeparated but by Death; Sin could not die unlets 


Ver 2 it died; Chriſt could not die without being made Sin; 
are or could He dfe, but Sin muſt die with Him: hole Chriſt, 


oth Head and Members univerſally were all Crucitiel toge- 
bet and They all roſe together; Al, excepting Sin, and 


nade enk He left in His Graves and let us remember It 15 [Therc.] 
— that Now, V have nothing to do, in Compatiſon, bur 
ur | 


take the Prey for the Enemy is beaten to our hands: 


Latten gar ld, and the People return'd after him only to 
ools, Amn); And ſo it is here: And herein is that Saving 
* nfied, One Soweth, aud another Reapeth (n). Our Buſin- fs 


*, is to Ditplæay our GeneraPs Trophies ; to tell of His 
Vitortzs ;, and 3 our ſelves for His Triumph; that we 

my be ſuitable tendants, on Him, at that Glorious and 
I a dag d Yor Day.. | 


| There” ate Stragling Parties, indeed, who watch for our 
ping rating; and ſeldom, elſe, can they have Advantage againſt 
) bebe Put their Heart is broke; and it tollow'd in Our Cap- 
ung Mars Victorious Name, they'll ſtil be Recoiling; Nothing 
hath Guints them more than to fee you ſland to it. Your Ad- 


ſary would make you a Eridge of Gold, or any thing; 
den to the half of his Kingdom; ſo you would Souud a 
letreat, or Peak no more in that Name. Gird up therefore the 
Lin; of your Ming ; let an holy Magnanimity pouſleſs you; as 
knowing your Conflict ſhall end in your being Crown'd. You 
um not for an Pacertainty, therefure Fight not as they that 
beit the Air: For, it is Nevertheleſs true, that your Enemy 
v Stubborn,and your conſtant purſuit will make him Deſye- 


—— — — — ——— 


. 6. G, 12, 22. (I) Gen. 5. 29. (m) 2 Sam. 23. 10. 
©. 4» 37. 


72 N 4 rate: 
4 , 


— ä——u WO — — — 


as they were 


163 A Practical Diſcourſe 


rate; Since he may not have Quarter, he'll do all he en 
Not to die alone; he will ſtand on his Stumps when his 
Legs are off, or lie on his Back, and fight: (for his Malia 
is implacable) He will never give over, till quite out of 
Breath, which yet he will not be quite without, while w 
have anv 3 We Expire together. t here lies the odds; 
That We, dying in the Conflict, ſhall riſe Nein with Mark 
of Honour, and our Laurel hold green to Eternity; yea, we 
ſhall fit with our Glorious Captain in His Triumphal Ch 
riot (o): But our Enemy lies in Eternal Silence, and Hi 
Name forgot; or Remembred only to Greaten our Fulty 
tion and Glory : Only, as before, be ſure you ſtand to it; 
ſet your Face as a Flint, as your Lord and Maſter did; an 
know, That as He was not Contounded, ſoneither ſhall you; 
All that He had, you have on your fide, and the Ment d 
His improvement added to it: What Power the Father gay 
to Him, He delezates to you; even a Piwer over all the 

of the Enemy As it were an Antidote or Superſedeas , to ly 
validate all that comes againſt you. Wherefore then ſhoulf 
you doubt; Though they come about you like Bees, In th 
N.ume of the Lord you ſhall deſtroy them (p). Remember the 
Advantages you have; Beſides the 8 - Your En 
my's Head, and that incurably, your, own, Head is in He 
ven; and He is there as on a Mount, to behold both y 
and your Enemies poſture, and to ſend in Relief, which He 


never fails to do at a dead lift (q); And He makes Interceſa 
for you (r); While you are fighting, His hands are up, an 


1ever weary, and therefore you may be Confident of Succels 
It was by vertue of His Prayer, that Peter's Faith did not fail 
when there was but an hair's breadth between him and Death 


The Devil Winnow'd, but Chriſt ſtood by, and beld the Vn 
in Hw Fiſt (s). But, SF 


Laſtly, Suppoſe you be foil'd ; Things go not with ya. 5 


ont, or as you Expected; and that caſts yo 
back in your Faith; makes you cry out, If it be ſo, why an 
thu (t)? Here the Lord ſays to you (as ence. to his Servall 


_ Joſhua) Get thee up 3 1 us left thou [thus] (diſcouraged 


upon thy Face (u)? There's ſomething to be done; find ou 


— 


(o) Rev. 3. 21. (p) H. 118. 12. (0 Vn. 41. 17. ch. 25. 
(2) Heb. 7. 25. (3) Prove ze. 4. Ju. 33. 11. (0 Ger. 25.5 
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the Troubler of thy Peace, and give it no Quarter : And if it 
be too hard for thee, (as certainly it will) call in the Mercy, 
tomiſed in 2 12. For the oppreſſion of the Poor, For the 
bing of the Needy 5 Now will T ariſe ( ſaith the Lord) and ſet 
him in ſafety from * that puffeth at bim (x) : And then go 
on with your Work; let nothing ſtop you of your Boaſting 
in this Region, this Upper Region, of the Grace that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus : In that let your Strength be renew'd,the Jour- 
ney elſe will be too great for you (5); And in that Strength, 
ſoar aloft : Take the Wings of that e, and mount to- 
wards Heaven above all the Smoak and Duſt, both of Self- 
ability, and Self-weakneſs. Make your boaſt of God all the 
Day long ; In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength + 

my ſelf I can do nothing; but through Chriſt (the 
Strength I have from His Redemption) Nothing ſhall be 
too hard for me. O Death, where u thy Sting? O Hell, where 
x thy Victory: The ring 6 i Sin, and the Strength of Sin 
« the Law ; But, s be unto God, which giveth uw the Vi- 
#ory, through our Lord Feſus ChriR ! (z). Amen. 
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1 oF 5 
Effectual Calling. 


. HE Doc rine of Calling, (whigh I term Efedtual, to 
diſtinguiſn it from phat which is outward ouly, 
and prevails not) reſpects the Megqns wt and 

the Manner how, God's Elect are Actually prepared for that 

Salvation He hath choſen them io le God's reveali 

his Son in them; and He doth it by the H/ Gboſt; what 

Office it is, to Sanbtiſe Whow the Father hath Eledted, au 

Chriſt Kedeemed (3) Theſe three AY Grace are peculiar 

to the Three perſons of the Sacred "T1MtY reſ avely; 

And are all predicated of the ſame Subiects ; and that 23 
Party Select, and diſtinguiſhed from others: They are Clyſa 
out. of the en 1 from cia Men; and Tow 
vom among the Gentiles (d). E 
Next to the Glory of His Grace, and the Honour of Hi 
Son, the Lord hath placed the Bleſſedneſs of His Choſen, 


' 25 the principal Scope and End of all He hath done in tte 


World, or will do. It could not therefore ſtand with His 
Holy Wiſdom, to leave thoſe He was pleaſed to chuſe u- 
to Salvation, to the Conduct of their own Underſtanding and 
Will; with ſuch Means and ein Common 
with other Men; and thereon to ſuſpend the whole of Hi 
great Deſign: For, by ſuch a Courſe, it would not only be 
liable to fruſtration , but be certainly defeated. For preven- 
tion whereof, and that the Purpoſe of His Grace might ſtand; 
He hath made it of the Subſtance of Predeſtination, to I 

Fare and Apply the Means, as well as to Appoint the Eud; which 
in Sicred Language is termed, a Giving of all things pertain 
70 Life aud Godlineſs, 2 Pet. 1. 3. 


* 
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The Sum of what I intend on the preſent Subject, is 
—— Kcompriſed in the following Propoſition, viz. 


Prop. That whatever Things are requiſite to Salvation, are gi- 
cen of God freely to all the Ele; and wrought in them Ef- 
fetually, by the Divine Power, in order to that Salvation to 
which he hath appointed them. 


By [Salvation] here, I underſtand, the Saints perfect Set- 
tlement in Blettedneſs and Glory: And, by | Things regui- 
ſte thereto) all thoſe Gifts, Graces, and Operations, that are 

1 „ Way Neceſſary to their A#ual Ohe ninuent of that State. 
. oi The [Divine Power] is that Ability of working which God 
The hath reſerved to Himſelf; and is not Moved or Governed 

J: ute Creature's Act, but by the Good Pleaſure of His Own Will. 


That divers Things are Requiſite to Salvation, needs no 
; Whal: Proof: My Buſineſs therefore is to ſnew; * 


d, 1 I. bat theſe Requiſites to Salvatian.are. | 
ecular II. Phat Root it i they proceed i nm. f 
ure III. 1/hom they do belong unto, and by what Right. 

hat 3208 IV. The Way and Manner of God's diſpenſing them. 


4140 I. What theſe Requiſites to Salvation are. 


They are of Three Sorts; Some to be done for us; Some 
of H ten us, or in us; and others by us; yet ſo, as not without 
_boſen, I the ſpecial Aid and Aſſiſtance ot the firſt Agent, that good 
in tie Spirit who began the Work, and worketh all in all. The 
th Ha Great Thing to be done for us, (next after Election) is Re- 
demption from Sin: This was a Work of Infinite Moment, and 
4 tar above the Undertaking of Creatures; For, 1. 
Juſtice of God, that mult be Satisfied, by a bearing the Cuile 
due to Trauſgreſſors: By this we are ſaved from Wrathz 
and without This, Divine Juſtice will not open the Honſe of 
His Priſoners. 2. All Kighteouſneſs muſt be fulfilled, by 
in Abſolute Perfect Subjettion to the Law: By this, we ave 
ul ereſſed in Eternal Lite; and without this, there is no En- 
ting into Reſt. 3. The Devil, who had the Power of Death, 
muit be deſtroyed, and his Works of Darkneſs (by- which-he 
lexds Captive at his Will) diſſolved; That Life and Immor- 
tality might be brought to Light, and the Prey delivered. 
AB: None of which Works could ever have been effe ed, but b 
Ke one of the Cane Nature with the Partys peccant or aggrel- 
Th lng; an! yet euil in Power and Diguty with the 3 

Oftended: 


taimm 


* 
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offended; For which Cauſe and End, God ſent forth Hu $, 
made of a Woman, and made under the Law, &c. (e). Tha 
what the Law could not do becauſ: of its Weakneſs thry 
the Fleſh; the Son of God in the likeneſs of Sinful Fleſh, 
7 5 Perform; and ſo condemn Sin in that Fleſh which gi 
it Entrance (F). This was the proper Subject of the former 
Head, vi. Redemption: The End of which (partly) was, Ty 
bring 11 the next Sort of Things Requiſite to Salvation, that 
is, Such as are to be Done upon and in the Ele; namely, 
Their Reconcilement to God, and Receiving the Adoption 
of Sons. This is the actual Performance of what was | 9 
rionally in Election, and Virtually in the Death ot Chriſt x 
the neceſſary Way and Means to their ultimate End. The 
Sum of theſe Requires, conſiſts in Faith and Sandification (9; 
The One 1mport> out Right, the Other our Capacity; Faith 
Fntitles, and Helin e Both which, tho' expreſs'{ 
as Two, go always together as if but One; and ate as inſeps- 
rable as Light from the. Sun: And without Theſe, our little 
World would ſtill be in Darkneſs; notwithſtanding all the 
Light that ſhines about us, or within us: Neither Knowing 
our Danger, nor how to eſcafe it. | 
r. Faith, This, in general, is that Spiritual Light in which 
we ſee our ſelves by Nature Children of Wrath, and wholly 
unable to Change our State; and withal, do apprehend Gol 
Fuſtifying fieely by Hu Grace, through the Redemption that is n 
Feſus Chriſt (h); and to that End, do Roll our ſelves upon 
Him ; aud give up our ſelves to His Laws and Government, 
It is of the Eſſence of Faith, to empty the Soul of Self- ab. 
tity. And, 1. Of its Own Underſtanding : It is a Beam of 
Divine Light, which Evidenceth all a Man's Natural Know- 
ledge to be eee and Darkneſs, as to Spiritual Things: 
The Apoſtle peaks of it, as of à Faculty newly given (1); and 
the Nature Of its new Objects requites it; For the Natwdl 
Man cannot] diſcern the Things of God, (k): They that hate 
the beit Eyes now, ' were ſometimes Darkneſs. 2. Faith 
empties the Soul of its own Righteouſneſs; (1) By diſcover- 
ing the Uncleanneſs of it (). (2) By ſhewing the MNecell 
ty of a Better (m). (3) In whom this Better Righteouſnels 


— 


: o) Gal. » 4. 5+ Rom. 8. 3. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. (h) Rom 
3. 0 oy Sobn 72 20. (K) , G. 2. pk 00 5 6 
(m) Rom. 3. 20. i * 
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to be found (n). (4) That it may be attain'd and Bad (o). 
That being attained, the Soul is Ve, and may Triumph 
wer all (7). (6) That this Better Rghteouſneſs and its 


wn, cannot ſtand together (q). And then, 3. The next 


Vork of Faith is, To empty the Soul of its own Strength; 
tat is, of all Coufidence in Himſelf; as to the Obtainment 
ff that Better Righteouſneſs, He makes it, indeed, his Bu- 
eſs to be ſhut of his own, and moſt gladly would be in- 
eſted with the Righteouſneſs of God ;; but finds it a Matter 
f Tranſcendent Difficulty : Now be's convinc'd 'tis no 
je Matter to be ſaved ; ſince to Believe, and to keep the 

ole Law, are Things of an equal Facility; i. e. they are 
"th alike impoſſible to him: But nothing, he knows, is too 
ard fur God; and therefore takes hold of Hu Strergth (t), to 
ork this Faith in him; and ſo, by a Faith unſeen, Believes 
02 Faith that is vißble (s): It's Faith that is at Work all 
his while; tho” the Soul knows it not *till afterwards. 

2. Ihe other grand Requiſite to Salvation, is Sandificati- 
, or Perſonal Inherent Holineſs. Juſt iſication 1s by a Righ- 
teouſneſs imputed; Sandification infuſed: The former is Farſt 
n Order of Nature; they Commence together in Point of 
Time, even as Light in the Air at the Sun's Approach; Or, 
x the reverſing an Outlawry, inſtantly reftates the Party in 
hs former Priviledges; Or, as the cancelling a Bill of At- 
nder, reſtores the Blood. Sanctification is the Divine 
ature communicated ; by which the Old Man is expelV'd, 
vith his Deeds; or rather, ſubdu'd and brought under; 
r tliey are not totally null'd in this Life; Only, Proud 
Fleſh is put down from its Seat, (and that's a great Matter) 
ts Dominion is taken away, and the Seed of God enthron d 
in its Stead : And ſo, we are ſaid to be Tranſlated out of Sa- 
im's Kingdom, or Government, into Chriſt's (2). It is tome- 
times called Regeneration, or a being born again (u): The ſe- 
prating a Man from his wild Stock, and grafting him into 
the True (x): The forming of Chriſt in us (y); and the 
Law written in the Heart (z); i. e. Diſpoſitions according 
to God; or an Heart after His Own. It's alſo term'd, The 
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(n) Rom. 10. 4. (o) Rom. 3. 21. (p) Row. 8. 34. and 
G. 7. 25. (9) Gt 5. 2. Rom, 10. 3. (r) br 27. 5. (5) Rom. 
1. 17. (i) Col. x. 13. (u) Joh. 3. 3. (x) Ko. 11. 17. (y) Gal. 
< I9, (z) Heb. 8. 10. 
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paſing away of Old Things, and a becoming New of All (4); 


tion, that we are not capable or Heaven without it: Even 


Aud that's the Reaſon why Spiritual Notions are ſo diſguſt. 


cCapacitated for Action; and Now, (ſay they, as Daniel, Now) 
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There's a Change of Principles, Scope, and End ora Maus 
Life. Not that the old Faculties ate blotted out, or de- 
ſtroyed, but Reduc'd or Renew'd, according to the Juqge of 

im that Createth it (b). As the Body, when it is Regene. 
rated, (or raiſed agen) ſhall be the ſame that was ſown; but 
ſo Chany'd, and Digniſied in its Qualities, as if it were an- 
ther: So, in the Soul's Regeneration, the ſame Underitang. 
ing, Will, Affections do remain; but quite otherwiſe dif- 


NcahorT 
ourſe 0 
ul as tl 


: Our p 
pos d and qualified, according to the New Objects they are FFaith 
to cunverſe with. And, this is ſo main 2 Requuiite to Salva- Wh, What 


the Local Heaven would not be a Place of Happineſs toa 
Soul Unſanctified; No Communion there without Concord; 


rul to Carnal Men; aud if they cannot endure the Shade, NP go 
how ſhould they bear the Subſtance aud Thing it ſelf ? In this fon 
Work, the Soul is Paſſive: But, being thus quickned by the 
Spirit of Lite from God, and ſet upon therr Feet; they are 


am 
tet my Lord ſpeak, for thou haſt ſtrengthened me, Dan. 10. 19. 'ath 
And thencetorth, their Work and Buſineſs is, To walk wortly Ward our 


of the Lord; to Glorify that Grace which. hath Saved them; 
To walk betore God in the daily Exerciſe of t hoſe Graces 
He bath given them; and to preſs after Perfection ; i. . 
a Ripeneſs in Grace, ar Mze:neſs tor that State of Glory 
which all theſe are preparatory to; to ſhew forth His Praiſes; 
the Virtues of Him that hath callzd them; making His Lav 
their Rule, and His Glory their End above all; and alli 
a Way of dutitul Gratitude: For, tho ye may, aud ougith 
to have Reſpe& to your own Salvation, Peace, and Comfort; 
yet ſo, as to Subſtitute all to the Glory of the Grace of God: 
Ard take this by the Way, to Encourage you in your Duty, 
That the Glory of God, and His People's Bleſſedneſs are lvl 
interwoven, as never to be divided: While ye keep The 
moſt directly in your Eye, and Scope, your own Concem 
are molt currently going on; They fall in together, al 
Keep in the ſane Channel, | 
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(a) 2 Cir. 5. 17. (b) C. 3. 19. Rom. 8. 29. 
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Il. F hence theſe Requiſites to Salvation do proceed. 


(9; 5 

lan's mat Men might know themſelves to be Creatures, twas 
r de. Wd4ful to know, the World had a Beginning, by V hom, and 
ge of Wi: And no lefs neeuful to know the Orig mal of the World 
gene- W-new'd : The not minding” of which may have been the, 
3 but Wcczfon of Men's aſcribing the New-Creation to the Con- 
ance Worſe of Free-will Atoms; which ſeems (at leaſt) as irratio- 
and. Wh) as the contiflgent coming together of the Viſible Frams. 
e ail- WY Our preſent Enquiry therefore is, Touching the Auchor 


Vu aich and Holineſs? What Root they fpring from? Who, 
alva- Wh; What is the Efficiens va: of Regeneration? What Power 
Even Wt is by which the New Creature is formed, and brought: 
th? Our Aﬀertion is, Du the New Creature i God's Work- 
nbi | entirely and alone.] Thu the Scripture ſeems evi- 
ent for; and delivers it in Poſitive Terms, in Jam. 1. 17. 
wry good Gift, and +7; erfe# Gift i from Above, and cometh 
wn pom the Father of hghts;, which is ſo full an Anſwer to 
lk Queſtion. as (one would think) admits of no Reply. 
hut being a Truth unacceptable to Nature: and fuch itri- 
ug among Men, to entitle the Humane Power and Wall, to 
r Pathgrhood of this New Creation ; It muſt be Argued : 
xd our Argument for it is this; That the New Creature muſt 
wrought either by a [Divine] Power; Or, by @ | Natural] 
Par; Or, by a Concurrence of | both tagether.] But, 


Firſt, It cannot be wrought by a Natural Power; and that 
* ſuch Reaſons as theſe. * £063 


4 g. I. Becauſe it is a Creature; aud of all Creatures the 
ien and voſt Excellent. All the Virtuofi in the World are 
bit able to make an Atom: They may refine and ſublimate 
lings that Ae; but canuot give Being to the leaſt thing that 
Wu. How then ſhould the Natural Man give Peng to the 
Creation? To ſuppoſe ſuch a Thing would be a degrad- 
to the Divine Nature; A ſetting th- Image of the Hegven- 
below that of the Earthly: For, fe that builds, is worthy 
more Honour than the Thing that is built by him, Heb.'3. 3. 
47. II. Nothing can afford That it hath not in it fell. 
ow, Every Soul in Nature is Darkneſs, and poſleſt with an 
bitual Averſion from God: Put Light is not brought out 
Darkneſs, nor Friendſhip out of Enmity: No Man will 
ett Grapes fra Thorns; thy Product will be e 4 
a 


Venue 
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That of which it is produced; Every Seed will have its w, 
Body (o); Au evil Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit (d); Thy 
which u born of the fleſb, is fleſp (e), and will never be better. 
Therefore the New Creature, being a Divine Thing, can 
be Educed of Natural Principles. 


not! 
years, 1 
? is ne 
and Ge 
hat ſee 


0 Ja 


42. III. The Natural Man is not only void of all Vine 
and Property that tends to Regeneration; but is Oppoſi ghoget 
thereto. To be grafted into the true Olive-tree, is conti ) 
to Nature (J. 5 The Carnal! Mind i Enmity againſt God (8) with th 
And Enmity being a Principle uncapable of Reconcilement, ren 
it cannot be ſuppos'd it will help to deſtroy it ſelf. They u be} 
not ſo much as Frek after God, nor take Hmm into their Hong li: (like Bi 
Satan they tollow with Natural Motion (i); but as tor tle ever, 
Word ui the Lord, they profeſs ſtzutly, They will not heak- fucks 
en 1110 it (k): They have loved Strangers and after them thy their Ce 
will go (1). So deſperately wicked are the Hearts of Men (ie; A 
they are even made up of Fleſbly Luſts which War againſt th 
Soul, and whatſoever hath Reſpect to its Happy Reſtore- Ag. 
ment. And this Enmity is maintained and animated; F. 
(I.) By the Darkueſs that is in them: Which all Men in Nz- W070! 
ture are filled with; or with falſe Lights, which are equally Kher < 
Pernicicus and Obſtructive to this Work: By reaſon where- WPctes 
of, the muſt Glorious Objects, tho' juſt before them, ae {We 501 
hid from their Eyes; They do not, nor they cannot diſcen Comme 
the Things which are of God (u): They have falſe Concepti- Nit ren 
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3. 9. (10 Ch. c. 52. ( 17, 18. and 1 Cor. 1, 19-102 C 
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not by any Humane Power. And that it is Natural ap- 
years, in that the Univerſaltty of Mankind is infected with it: 
t is not Here and There One; But All and Erery one; Jews 
and Gentiles, are all under Sin; None that Underſtandeth; None 


that ſeeketh after Gd; None that doth good, 19 not One (r) A1 


eh had corrupted his way (s); Every 1mogmation of their heart 
; only Evil, and that continually (t); Every Man i; brutiſh, and 
gltagether filthy (u) : and this is their Root; Conceived in 
Sin (x); Go aſtray from the Womb 2 &. It alſo grows up 
with them; and the longer it lives the worſe it is, and the more 
Inpreznable (2) It i not ſubject to the I aw of God, neither indeed 
can be] (a). And though, at times, they look another way, 
(like Bullets of Stone or Lead, which ated by a Foreign 
Power, are mounted into the Air;) their upward Motion 
quickly ceaſeth, bes auſe it was not Natural: they come again to 
their Center od their own accord, and there they will Iive and 
be; As was verified in Saul, Ahal Agrippa, and others. 


Ag. IV. The New Creature cannot be the Produtof Vi- 
twat PO wer, becauſe every thing is Receiv'd and Improv'd 
cord: ng to the Nature of that which receives it. Plants and 
ther Creatures, turr all their Nouriſhment into their own 
dectes and Property. A Vine and a Thiſtle both planted in 
(ne Soil, have the ſame Sun, Dew, Air, and other Influences, 
Common to both; yet, each one Converts the whole of that 
itreceives into its own Subſtance and Kind. You may Plant 
and Prune, and Dig and Dung, an evil Tree; beſtow what 
(Coſt and Pains you will upon it; it does all but enable the 
more pregnant Production of evil Fruit: Juſt ſo doth the 
Natural Man, even turn the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs (b) - 
As to the Pure, all things are pure; ſo to ihe Iniſ ure all things are 
led (o). David by his Aſliclions learned to keep God's Law (d); 
hut Ahaz treſpaſſed yet more (e). Good Joſiab's heart melts at 
tading the 7 he humbles himſelf , and falls to Reform- 
by (f) ; but wicked Jehajalim, be cuts the Roll in pieces, and 
um it (g): Thus Sin, (i. e. Corrupt Nature) works Death 
h that wh 1s Good (h). 

(t) Rom: 3. 9. — 18. (s) Gen. C. 12. (t) Ch. 8. 21. (u) Jer. 
Ie. 14. (x) H. 51. 5. () N. 58. 3. (2) Jer. 13. 234 (a) Ko: 
.). (b) Jud. ver. 4. (c) Tit. 1. 15. (d) Hal. 119. 67. 
) 2 Chron. 28. 22. (f) Ch. 34. 27, 31: (g) Je. 36. 235 


Y Kom. 7. 8, 10 | | 
| 7 e N Secondly, The 
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Secondly, That the New Creature is not wrought by the (Cy 
currence of Divine and Natural Power | together , ] The fol 
ing Arguments ſhew. 


| | rm 
re. 1. The Holy Ghoſt needs no aſſiſtance in His Wolf by (r) 
Who and Where is he that ſtood up for His help, wha in Bui 
He moved on the Waters, and brought forth this World in Lord 
torm (i)? . When He weighed the Mountains in Scales, andi Conju 
Hills in a Ballance (Kk)? He that made all things of Nothing of God 
cannot be ſuppos'd to need the Aid of any. As Man ibm ( 
nothing to do in the Conception of Chriſt's Humane Natuy her 
but the Power of the Moit High was alone in that Work; ſoa fuch N 
it is in forming Chriſt within w. Why ſhould He call in i Belicv' 
Aid another, unleſs deticient of Himſelf? And he m Wills, 
be greatly put to it, that takes in the help of an Enemy, gt 
| in the 


Arg. II. If the Holy Ohaſt had need of Help, the Fleſh zo New ( 
fords not the leaſt, nor can. For, (1,) The Natural Mani Egg. t 
without Strength (I). The beſt Natur d Mmute Wo: (wil Bid : 
til Revenerate) is but Fleſh; And aH, tgrafſs, vt te pln abe 


of it as tbe flower of graſs (m), which fades in a Moment; , To: 
an Arm that bath no Strength (n); Makes a ſhew, but cu vhat 1 
nothing. And it is not weak only in it ſelf, but it ren and le 
weak and impotent whatever relyes upon it, or may be uſi conſta 
by it, for any Spiritual End: A Straw in the hand of MW Ledu 
Giant will make no deeper Impreſſion than if in the hand Ihe V 


a Stripling ; The Law it (elf, which was Ordained to Life, I cles. 
made weak through the Fleſh (o). (2.) The Fleſh is an oppo 2+ 7 
Principle, at perfect Enmity againſt the Holy Seed; as % 7 ha 
ſee betore : It anſwers, as Pharaoh, Who wu the Lord ibs 

Should Obey Him (p) ? Its whole Buſineſsis to cruſh the Work the I. 
ings of the Spirit; and the Conflict ceaſeth not, but in the ti preſen 
ta! Overthrow of the one Party. The Fleſb and the Su %& 7: 
2 have been, are, and will be Tro; Yea , even when  1r0 
the Enmity hath loſt its Dominion, it will maintain ac They Þ 
to the laſt : And if the one fights againſt the other after th by it 
New Creature is formed, it will doubtleſs oppoſe the 5 ſet th! 
tormation of it. (3.) It we ſhould ſuppoſe the Fleſh able; Maxir 
any reſpect, to give aſliſtance in this Work; the Holy Ghal learn 
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(i Cen. 1. 2. Fob 3B. 4. (L) Iſa. 40. 12, 14. (1) Am — 
(m) 1 Tet. 1.24, (n) Job 26. 2, (O) Rom, 7. 2 with Ch. 8. (q) 
(p) Excd. 5. 2. | 20. 2 
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would none of it: Mat Concord hath Chriſt with Belial (g)? 
ſuch Mixtures are an Abomination to Him : He would not 
rmit His People to Yoke an Ox and an Aſs together in Ployph- 
mg (r); Nor to Sow their Land with divers Seeds (s) And if. 
in Building an Altar, their Tool were lift up upon it, the 
Lord reckons it defiled (:). (4:) Suppoſe a poſlibility of 
Conjunction; What would be the iſſut of it? Mien the Song 
of God went in to the Daughters of Men, Giants were Vorn to 
them (u). If Creatures of ſeveral kinds ſhould couple to- 
her, what can be produc'd but a Monſter in Nature? 
uch Monſtets in Spirituals, are Hypocrites and Temporary 
Believers; In whom there 1s ſomething begotten on their 
Wills, by the Common Strivings and Enlightnings of the 
Spirit 5 which attains to a kind ot Formality ; but proves; 
in the End, a lump of dead Fleſh ; It nevet comes to be a 
New Creature; as you ſee in Herod and Agrippa. An Owl's 
Egg, tho? hatcht by a Dove or Eagle, will prove but a Night- 
Bird : The Seed of the Bond-Woman will be Carnal, thuugh 
Hrabam himſelf be the Father of it. 

To Illuſtrate this a little farther , I would briefly recount 
vhat moſt probably ſhould Influence the Hearts of Men, 
and lead them to Repentance ; with their Common; i not 
conſtant Effect, when left to their Free Will Improvements: 
I reduce them to five, A Proſperous Condition, Afflictions, 
1 of God, The Strivings of the Spirit, and Mi- 
neles. \ 

1. Proſperity e This, we find, hath not done it. How ma- 
ty have been the worſe, and how few, if any, the better tor 
it? Even Feſburun waxed fat, and kicked (x). In the time of 
the Judges ; whenever they had reſpite from trouble; they 
preſently fell to Idolatry : When Uzziah was ſtrong, hs Heart | 
pa lifted up to his Deſtruction (y). Some there be that are not 
m Trouble like other Men ; their Eyes ſtand out with Fatneſs ; 
They have more than Heart tan wiſh, c. But are they bettered 
by it ? No, Pride Compaſſeth them about like a Chain, and they 
ſet their Mouths * the Heavens (2) So true is that 
Maxime, Let Favour be ſbewed to the Wicked, yet will he not. 
lean Righteouſneſs : In the Land of Uprightneſs will he deal 
Unuſtly (a). | | 

(q) 2 Cr. 6. 15, (r) Deut. 22. 10. (5) Ver. 9. (t) Exod: 
20. 25. (u) Cen. 6. 4. (x) Deut. 32. 15. (y) 2 Chron. 26.16, 
(z) Hal. 73. 3---9. (a) Iſa. 26. 10. | 3 

N 2 +: Alicia: 


- Meſſengers, and ſend them away empty (k) : Then they fall to 
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2. Affiidions and Fudgments will not do it. It appears by 
Amos; That that People were loaded with variety of Judg- 
ments, yet they turned not to Him that ſmote them (b); 7 
more they were ſtricken, the more they Revolted (c). The Lord 
was wroth with Ephraim, and ſmote him; He Ind Hu Face fon 
Him, and was Moth: (which, if any thing, ſhould have Mo- 
ved him :) But what cares Ephraim ? He went on frowardly in 
the way of his Heart (d), The Jews continue to this Day in 
their Unbelief, though Wrath be come upon them to the Utter 
moſt. The Antichriſtian World, when Vials of Wrath were 
poured forth upon them, They Blaſphemed God, and Repentel 
not (e); Thus, Bray a Fool in a Mortar, yet will not his Foolþ. 
neſs depart from him (f): It's Natural to him, and therefore 
inſeparable. | 

3. The Word bf God, and His Ordinances; Neither is it in 
theſe to turn the Heart back again. Of this, the People of 
1/racl are a pregnant Example; To them were Committed the 
Oracles of God (g); No Nation had God ſo nighthem as they (h); 
and yet the moſt ſtubborn, ſt1t-necked People that ever the 
Earth bore. The Lord ſends thent His Prophets, riſing ear'y, and 
ſending (i); And ſee how they'r ufed ! Firſt, They „light Hu 


beating and impriſoniug of them (1); yea, they proceed fur 
ther, (for this Enmity knows no bounds) Some they Stoned, 
Others they ſlew with the Sword (m): When was there One 
that eſcaped them? At laſt, He ſends them Hu Son; Sure- 
Iy, theyll Reverence Him] No, Thu is the Heir; Come, let u 
kill Him (n) : And thus they went on till there was ns Re- 
medy (o). 

4. The World of Ungodly in Noal's time; After warning 
of the Flood, they had the Spirit of God ſtriving with them Sin- 
ſeore years together (p): And yet, not a Man in the whole 
Univerſe prevailed upon. The People in the Wilderneſs; 
How many ways did the Lord ſtrive with them, by Mighty 
Deliverances, Terrible Appearances, Merciful Providences, 
Dreadful Judgments; And this, Forty Years together! and 


—— — _— min. 1 


(b) Amos 4. 6.12. (c) Iſa. 1.5. (d) Iſa. 57. 17. (e) Rev. 
16. 9, It. Hof. 7. 9. 10. (f) Prov. 27, 22. (g) Rom. 3. 2. 
(h) Deut. 4. 7. (i) 2 Chron. 36. 15, 16. Jer. 25. 3, 4. (1) Jer. 
37. 15. (m) Luk. 20. 10 to 15. (u) Matth. 21. 38. (o) 2 CH. 
36. IG. (T) Gen. C. 3. 
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yet, ſtill x om. on Rebelling againft Him, and vexins His 
holy . Y 11 IDS ; 

4 Aach will not do it. What a Multitude of Theſe 
mingled with Judgments, were ſhewn* upon Pharaoh ! All 
which did but further Harden him (7). Then the People of 
the Wilderneſs 3 Take but that one Inſtance of Norah and 
his Company; The Earth clave aſunder, aud ſwallowed up tlie 
chief of the Mutineers, with all that they had; They went 
alive into the Pit (s) : Two hundred and fifty more were Con- 
ſumed by Fire from Heaven (t); Which one would think ſhould 
cauſe them to fear the Lord, and do no more Preſumptuouſly: 
and yet, the next thing we hear of them, on the very Mor- 
rw, they are at it again; And that not a Party of them, but: 
the whole Congregation (uh. All which conſidered, and laid 
together; It follows with much Evidence, 


Thirdly, That the New Creature is the Produt of Divine Power 
[alone.] A Point of great Concernment if duly conſidered, 

The Evangeliſt Fobn is clear on our fide , touching this 
Original and Pedigree of It; Both whence it is not, and whence 
Its: It 1s born not of Blood; i. e. It belongs not to, nor is 
brought forth 1n, any as they are Men made of Fleſh and 
Blood; Nor as they are Abraham's Seed according to the 
Heß (x) Nor is it born of the Will f the Fleſo; The Carnal 
and Senſual Affections have nothing to do in the Spiritual 
Bitth : Mor of the Will of Man ; The Rational Faculties, by 
viich Men are ſet above the Rank of other Creatures; even 
Tſe contribute nothing to our Divine Souſbip : But it u of 
God (y); i. e. It is His Work alone; and the Natural Man 
bas nothing to do in it: He is as perfectly Unadice in it, as 
the Dry Bones in cauſing themſelves to Live (z); Or as Laza- 
win Reviving himſelf; of whom it is ſail, He that was dead 
came forth — Hund and Foot (a); Which was ſuch a Demon- 
tration of Divine Power, that the Phariſzes themſelves ac- 
knowledge, If they now let Him alone, all Men will believe in 
Him (b). (And if it were not ſo, the Lord alone ſhould 
not be Exalted.) And with this falls in that other beloved 

(q) Iſa. 63. 10. (1) Exod. 7. 14, 22. Ch. 8. 19. Ch. g. 7, Cc. 
(5) Ds 106. wy * Ver. Ge. (u) Ver. 41. (x) Kom. 9. 7. 
) Job. t. 13, (z) Ezeck. 37. 5, 9, 16. (2) Job. 11. 44. 
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iſciple Fames, Of His own Vill Legat He ws (C); i. e. By Hy 
85 Divine * He forms and brings forth the New Cres. 
tion, without any Aſſiſtance from the Old, or Co-operation 
pf it; They contribute no more to it, than thoſe who 
in the Duſt, to their own Reſurrection. Petey, he alſo tell 
us, It 1 born of Incorruptible Seed (d) : And John, again, That 
# is born of the Spirit (e); which is, plainly, to be of the 
Offspring of God. Of like tenor is that of the Prophet, 
Thou haſt wrought all our Works in ws (f); and that of Pal 
We arg bis Workmanſhip (g); As alſo That of the Pſalmiſt, I 
% He that hath made w (and not we our ſelves ) His People (bj 
We find it here, and in John, expreſſed both Negatively any 
Poſitively ; as purpoſely and for ever to exclude whatever i 
in Man, trom being ſo much as thought Contributary to the 
New Creation; and that the whole Work might be Fx 
ther'd upon God only: Which is, indeed, the Natural Reſult 
| OZ all thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of it under the Notion of 
a Creature; which Neceſſarily implies, That the whole of It 
both Matter and Form, is from the Creator: For, in truth,: 
0 Creature's Foundation is Nothing, beſides the good pleaſure of Gol, 
It may turther be Noted, That in James, the Father of Lit 
is {aid to bget it; and in the Galatians, Jeruſalem which i 
alot e, to be the Mother of it; and in John, as before, that It Wyut fo: 
1s born of the Spirit. Now, if Father and Mother, Begettn 
and Fring er-forib, are both in Heaven; what ſhall the Manof MW III. 
£arth Found his Preteuſions upon, as to the Payentage of the ar 
New Creature? | | 
And further, it is worthy of Remark; 1. What ſort of H- 
firuments were moſtly uſed in this Work: Not the Learned, 
but Uiterate Men: And of Theſe, ſuch moſt Eminently, as 
liad neither Elegancy of Speech, nor Majeſtick Preſence (i): 
And the End of this was, That it might appear, and Men 
might be Convinced, That their Faith ſtood not in (was nei- 
ther made nor maintained by) de Wiſdom of Men, but ile 
Tower of Go (k). 2. The Natural Unapineſs of the Perſons 
eommonty Wrought upon, to Receive thoſe high-born Princi- 
ples , Not many of the Wiſe and Noble; but the Poor, Baſel: 
and Fooliſh ; (i.e, In compariſon of Others) And why Theſe! 
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u. 1. 18. 2 Pet. x. 3. (d) 1 Tet. 1. 23. (e) Joh. 3.8, = 
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y En Truly, it was to make good the Truth that's hero aſſerted, 
Cre iz. That no Fleſh might Glory in Hw Preſence (I). And yet 
ration Wl likewiſe take Notice, That the Wiſe and Noble were not ex- 
) fleey ¶ cluded; Witneſs the Wife of Herod's Steward, Joſeph, Nico- 
d tell; WM dens, and Sergius Paulus, aPrudent Man; Which further II- 
+ That MW luſtrates the Power of God, in that He did, by thoſe Weak 
of the Ml and Contemptible Means, bring in alſo ſuch as Theſe. 
ophet, Ml 3. The 3cripture's ſo Emphatically aſcribing this Work unto 
F Pal, WW God: Which kind of Aſcription were very improper, i 
1ſt, II Foith aud Holimeſs were things ſo Common, and eaſily at- 
le (b, tzin'd; and the Natural Man fo Able and Vituow an Engin: 
ly i that Work, as moft Men imagine. Part Stiles it, The 
ever is faith of the Operation of God (m) : Iſaiah makes it dependent: 
to the {Won the Arm of the Lord | Revealed) (n); i. e. Made bue, and 
be Ea. nt forth to the utmoſt: Our Saviour, He attributes rt to 
Reſult ¶ Co the Father, as | Lord of Heaven aud Earth] (o) Ant Paul 
tion of Migain, To the Exceeding Greatneſs of His Mighty Power, even 
e of It, Mitte ſame by which He raiſed Feſws Chriſt from the Dead (p); 
ruth, Een Then, when the Sins of all His People lay upon Him; 
» of God. WM And all the Malice, Strength, and Subtilty of the Powers 
F Light: Nor Darkneſs, were up in Arms againſt it; Which was, in- 
which Nerd, the higheſt Indication of Divine Power, that ever was 
that It Wyut forth, or ſhall be. 


Mano III. The next thing to be ſhewn is, J ho thoſe bleſſed Ones 
e of the are, to whom, theſe Requiſites to Salvation do belong; and 
by what Title. N : 


Learned i The Anſwer is, They all do belong to Ele Perſons , and that 
ntly, 33Wu Right 4 their Election. Elet and Believer are Convertible 
nce (i): Terms; Every Believer is an Elect Perſon, and every Elect 
nd Men kerſon is a Believer, or ſhall be in his Time. This Right, 
vas nel- indeed, is nextly founded upon Redemption; but being Ori- 
„ but t09Winally from Ele&ion, I ſhall ſpeak here only to That, To 
Perſon pit Effects in the place of Cauſes; and Cauſes, of Effects; 
Princi- s a great Abſurdity in Natura! Things: and yet how prone 
r, Base ae we toit, in Matters of Divine Concernment! which chiefly 
7 Theſe Mtomes from the Pride of our Spirits, who tain would be Some- 
Iii in Procuring our own Happineſs; and do therefore aſ- 
Toh, 3.8, ende it to any Cauſe, rather than That which is proper to it. 
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This is a Great Evil ; and the more perilous and catching, 
becauſe eſpouſed by Some of no Common Profeſſion; ang 
that with great Pretences of Reaſon for it, To retute which, 
your moſt Rational courſe will be, to Search and Conſult the 
Scriptures ; whoſe Teſtimony and right Reaſon do alway 
ſort together: And if by this Aſcent you follow Salva. 
tion, and all the Conducements thereto, up to their Head; 
you ſhall find them all to be intirely and abſolutely d 
God. and contained in the ſame Decree 5 and conſequent. 
Iy, That Faith and Holineſs are the Efe#s aud certain tome 
quents of Election. i 

The genuine Import of Scripture-Salvation, 1s Broad an 
Comprehenfive; extending to all manner of Requiſites,which 
any way conduce to the Perfect Accompliſhment of the thy 
it felt : Outward Salvation, whatever belongs to the Out- 
ward Man's preſervation; As Water, Bread, Walls, and Bu- 
warks, &c. Iſa. 26, 1. Salvation will appoint Walls and Bul 
warks ; 1. e. The Promiſe of Salvation, implies and carrix 
in it all things pertaining to Safety: So, Spiritual Salvati- 
on, whatever pertains to Bleſſedneſs and Glory; as Kedeny- 
non from Sin, Faith, Holineſs, and Holding out to the End: 
Any of which being abſent, would invalidate all the ref; 
as One Round of x Ladder pluck'd out, hinders your aſcent 
to the Top. If One give me a piece of Land that is round 
incloſed ; the Law gives me a Way to it,(though no exprels 
mention thereof in my Deed) ſo as to take the Profits; His 
Gift would Otherwiſc little avail Me, Salvation is That the and g 
Ele& are Endowed with; Faith and Hulineſs, the NeceſſayW bum, 
Way to their Actual Poſſeſſion : And therefore, Theſe they ed to 
mutt be Ordained unto, and are, as well as to Salvation iti alſo H 
ſelf: For, being Predeſtinate to the Adoption of Sons (J); anal Called 
to be Conformed to the Tmage of Chriſt (r); (which is not Per- He Cal 
tectly Accompliſlid till His appearing in Glory (), they mull do be] 
be Predeſti nate alſo to all thoſe Intermediate Diſpenſation Decre: 
and Graces, which are requiſite thereto, For, Right to the The 
End, gives Right to the Means : They are therefore ſaid tu 16th « 
be Choſen to Salvation | through \ SenSifcation of the Spirit, an is, in 
Belief of the Truth (t). In Order of Intention, God Wills the with | 
End firſt, and then the Means; In Order of Execution, th Then 
Means tirſt, as Directive to that End (u): The End is the 
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(3) El. 1. 5. (r) Rom, 8. 28. (s) 1 Job. 3. 2. (t) 2 T. ©) 
2, 13, ( kom, 8. 30. . 
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Cauſe of the Means (x), and Election the Cauſe of them 
both (y). 1 435 

35 promiſe of Canaan to Abraham's Seed, did / irtually 5 
contain whatever muſt come between the making of the 
Promiſe, and the final Performance of it; As (1.) To Mul- 
tiply his Seed into a Nation. (2.) To keep Eſau, Laban, 
and Others, from hurting them. (3.) To Provide tor them 
in Time of Famine. (4.) To Preſerve and Encreaſe them in 
p,, notwithitanding the Egypiians Cratt and Cruelty to 
Suppreſs them. (5.) To bring them forth with an high 
Hand, in Contempt of Pharaoh's Reſulvedneſs againſt it, and 
his Potency to withitand it. (6:) To Divide the Sea be- 
fore them, and Provide them a Table in the Wilderneſs. 
(7.) To cauſe their Enemies Hearts to faint, and become as 
Water. (8.) To ſend the Hornet before them, and to fight 
far them &c. (For otherwiſe, the Lord's giving them Cana- 
an, had been but as the Pope's giving England to the Spani- 
ard, that is, If he could get it.) And laſtly, To Pardon 
their manifold great and high Provocations; by which th 
expoſed themſelves to Wrath and Extirpation daily. So is it 
in the Caſe of Hlection; It draws with it even All that is ten- 
dent to the Saints actual Inveſtiture with Glory. The Apo- 
ſtle therefore linketh Eternity paſt, with Eternity to come; 
He makes Election and Glorification the two Fxtream Points of 
the Compaſs; Calling and Juſtification (which are ts in- 
termediate) he founds upon the Firſt, in Order to Me Loft; 
and gives you their Set-courſe, in Rom. 8. Whom He did fore- 
know, Them alſo He did Predeſtimate, (to what?) 10 be conform- 
ed to the Image of His Son; And whom be did Predeſtinate, them 
alſo He Called (z); And what did He Call them to? He 
Called them to Holineſs, to Glory and Virtue (3); And who 
He Called, them alſo He Fuſtified and Glorified (b): Theſe al 
do belong to the ſame Perſons, and that by Virtue of the 
Decree; and no one of them did ever go alone. Rack 

The like Succeſſion of Cauſes and Effects ye have in the 
ith of Ezekiel (c). The Lord finds them in their Blood, that 
is, in their Natural loſt Condition: He enters into Covenant 
with them, and makes them His Own; there's their Election: 
Then He Waſhes them, and that throughly 3 there's their 


— 
(x) Eph. 2. 4, 5. (Y Eph. 2. 8, 10. (a) Rom. 8. 29. (a) 2 N-. 

1:3. (b) Kom. 8. 30. (c) Ezek. 16, 6. tO 12. 
| Juſtification: 
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Tuſtification : And then Adorns them; there's their Sangi. 
fication; which always is Conſummated in Glory, In the 
17th of the Ade, ye have Paul preaching at T'Fſſaloniea (d): 
The ſame. Doctrine was propounded to all Indehinitely; ang 
it muſt beſo, for the Miniſter knows not the Ele& from other 
Men: But the Holy Ghoſt, who ſearcheth the deep Things 
God, and hath the Management of this Work committed tg 
Him, He knew the Ele& by Name (e), and accordingly togk 
them; Gathered them One One (Ff), (each one in his pro- 
per Time) and open'd their Ears to Diſcipline (g); Making 
them V hat they were Choſen to be. d the ſame Apoſtle 
in his Epiſtle, to the Theſſatouians, where he Celebrates the 
Effects of this Sermon, brings in their Election as the Cauſe of 
their Converſion, Knowing Brethren Beloved, your Election of Gat; 
[For] our Goſpel came not to you in Word only, (as it did to others) 
ut in Power (h): So in the As, ds many as were Ordaing 
te Eternal Life, believed (i); 41d the Lord added to the Church 
daily (whom did 1.5 = ?) ſuch as ſhould be ſaved (x): H. 
fectual Calling is a (ure Demonſtration of Election, and the ff 
Effect by which it can be known. | 
That precious Faith through which we are Saved, is ob- 
tained through the Righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour Jeſu 
Chriſt (I). (I.) It. is given 2 the Righteouſneſs of G 
the Father; and ſo, it either reſpects His Ordaining us to 
Eternal Life; In which Act He did implicitely engage Him- 
ſelf to give us Faith, which may therefore be called, The 
Faith of God's Eled (m): Or elſe, it reſpects His Promiſe 
made to Chriſt, That ſetting Hu Soul an Offering for Sin, Hy 
Hould ſee Hisſeed (u): Or it may be intended of both. (2.) The 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is concerned in it Two Ways; 1. As 
the Meriting or procuring Cauſe thereof; and fo this Faith 
belongs of Right to every one He died tor (o). Or, 2. As 
He is that faithful Servant, who gives toevery One according 
as He hath received of the Father for them (p): In all which 
Reſpects, it Evidently flows from Election. To Confirm 
which, Peter ſays Expreſly, in his former Epiſtle, That they 
were [ Elected] unto Obedience, and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſu 
_— —— - 


(d) Aﬀs 17. 1, to 4. (e) Job. 10. 3. (f) Iſa. 27. 12. (g) Job 
36, 10. (h) 1Tbhef. 1. 4, 5. (i) An? 13. * (k) Chap. 2. 47. 
2 Rt. 1. 1. (m) Tir. 1. 1. (1) Ju. 53. 10. Tit. 1. 2. 
with 2 Tim. 1. 9. (9) Nil. 1. 294 (p) Eb. 4. 71 8. 
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of Effectual Calling 187 
friſt (q). So, The Myſtery of His Will i; made known, accor- 
ding to His good pleaſure which He had 1 in Himſelf 2 
The ſame Intendment we have in the Corinths; The preac 
ing of the Goſpel 1s to them that periſh Fooliſbneſs : but to Us who 
me (Saved) it ws the Power of God (s): And in Timothy, Wha 
bath Saved] , and called us with an Holy Calling (t): In 
both Places, Saving is pur before Calling; and then it muſt be 
betore Faith: And how Men are Saved before they Believe, 
unleſs by Election, (or Redemption, which is commenſurate 
vith Election) doth not appear to us. To this Purpoſe tis 
further Obſervable, that in Rom. 8. the Apoſtle ſets Predeſti- 
uation before Calling (u); as in Timothy and the Corinths, he 
doth Saving; And in Rom. 9. he puts Calling in a Tenſe ſub- 
ſequent to Election or Preparing unte Glory (x). The Apoſtle 
Jude, his Sentence alſo accords with it: He directs his Epiſtle 
To them that arg Sanctiſed by God the Father, and Preſerved 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and Called (y): Where, by r he 
means ¶Elected,] ſeparated, ox ſet apart : In this Senſe the 
Word is uſed elſewhere, where it will 1 admit of any 
other, Exod. 3. 13. 1 am the Loyd that dot I: you: And 
more plainly 1n Numb. 8. 17. All the firſt-born of the Children 
of Iſrael are Mine: On the day that I ſmote every Firſt-boyn in 
the Land of Egypt, I | San&1jied] them for my ſelf Here no 
other Thing but Chuſing, Selecting, or Setting-apart, can be in- 
tended : And I ſee no Reaſon, why it ſhould not be ſo under- 
kood in that of Jude. | 

And it is termed an Holy Calling, not only as it calleth us 
to Holineſs; but as it is Sacred, Peculiar, Sæt-apart and Appro- 
jnared to an Holy People, viz. Thoſe whom the Lord ſet apart 
for Himſelf; W hoſe Eternal Sanctifying them in His Decree, 
vas the Original Cauſe of their being Sanctified Aually; He 
bre them with an Everlaſting love, and | therefore] with lov- 
me kindneſs doth He draw them (z): And this their Adual 
danctification is ſo indubitable a Conſequent of the Decree- 
ive, and 10 Appropriate to the ſame Perſons, that the ſame 
Word is uſed tor both; as it is alſo for Redemption; For their 
dakes, ſays Chriſt, I ſantifie my ſelf (a). A lightſom In- 


q 1 Pet. 5 2. (t) Eph. 1. 9. (s) 1 Cor. 1. 1. 
) 2 Tim. 1. 9. (u) Rom. 8. 30. (x) Rom. 9. 23, 24 
) Jude ver. I, (2) Jer. 31. 3. (a) Ih 17. 19. 
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ſtance of this, we have in Eldad and Medad, who thouph 
they came not up to the Tabernacle with their Brethren; ir Savi 
yet, being of them that were [Written,] the Spirit came uren H 
them, and they Pryphefied in the Camp (b); (Election finds due [Sl. 
Men when they think not of it.) So, the Lord firſt deter- Nie Gait! 


mines Jeremy to his Office; Then puts forth His Hand au 
fits him for his Work (c). Even, Chriſt Himſelf was fe 
appointed to His Mediatory Office; and then the Spiri 
came upon Him, becauſe ſo appointed (d). 

Quer. In the iſt Job. 16. it is ſaid, That to them which Re. 
ceived Him, He gave Power to become the Sons of God; which nd th 
ſeems to put their Believing before their Sonſhip. ultitu 

Sol. Albeit that Faith goes before the Manifeſtation of qu He 
Sonſhip, yet not before our ey it ſelf; The Adoption of ne put: 
is That we were Predeſtinated to, before the Foundation of With thi 
World (e). That therefore in Fohn, muſt be underitoodMit belo: 
with that of Moſes, when he pleads with God for His Pre-WMhey a: 
ſence with His People; So ſhall we be ſeparated from all the N- Whe: 
ple that are on the face of the Earth (F): Not that this Separa- Nut we 
ratiou was Now to be made; It was done before (g): But, hat kn: 
Meaning is, That by the Lord's going with them, this theirMikely t 
Separation ſhould be Manifeſted. The fame Senſe of the ud the 
Word ye have in Matth. 5. Love your Enemies, Bleſs them tha Merced 
Curſe you; that ye may be (that is, that ye may appear to be) to 
the Children of your Father which is in Heaven (h): In li H Ch 
Manner we become the Sons of God by Faith, Gal. 3. 26. 

The Budding of Aaron's Rod, was not the Cauſe of God's 
Chuſing him to the Prieſthood (i); Nor the falling of th: Phe, [7 
Lot upon Sul, and afterwards upon Matthias, the Reaſon 
why God deſigned them, the One to the Kingdom, and the 
Other to the Apoſtleſhip; They were both appointed before, 
and thoſe Events were but the Effeds of their fore-ap- 

vintment, and Evidences of it (k). So, the Giving of the 
pirit is that which follows Election; Becauſe Sons, God bath 
Fent forth the Spirit of His Son into your Hearts (I). Altho 
the Manifeſtation of our Adoption, and our actual Enjoyment 
of its Priviledges, are in Time; yet, the Thing it ſelf we wen 
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(b) Numb. 11. 26. (c) Fer. 1. 9. (d) Iſa. 61. 1. (e) Eph. 1. 4 
5. C) Exod. 33. 13. (g) Lev. 20. 24. (h) Deu. 7. G. Matth. 5 (m) 
44, 45. (1) Numb. 17. 5, 8. (K) 1 Sam. 9. 16. with ch. 10,0) 7 
Sis t 1. 24, 28. (1) Gal. 4. C. 34 (t, 
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pedeſtinated to from Everlaſting (n. Purſuant to this, 


thren; Mer Saviour manifeſts the Father's Name to the Men He had 
me uren Him [out of the World; ] and [theſe] receive it (n): 
ads out WWhe [Sheep] hear His Voice, and ¶ follow Him, ] (o): Of others 
t deter- Nie ſaith expreſly, Ie | believe not,] becauſe ye are [not of my 
ind a] (): He that 1 of God heareth God's Word; ye there- 
vas fille cor them not, becauſe 7 are not of God (g). The ſame 
> SpirtWaſon He gives for His different Miniſtration towards His 
rn, and „ To the One it was [given] to know the My- 
ich Re-MWrrics of the Kingdom of God; to the other it was | not | given (1): 
which And therefore, having ended His Parables, He diſmiſſes the 


altitude, as having no more for them; but to His Diſci- 
k; He expoundeth every Thi ng in private (5): And ye ſee, 
e puts it upon Election, as that which had 1nveſted them 


th this Prerogativeabove the Reſt, [7 0 you it 1s given; | i. e. 
lerltood t belong d to them by God's Donation and Appointment z 
lis Pre-BMhey are fit Saints by Election, then Saints by Calling (7). 
the I- When Chriſt appeared to Par! going to Damaſeus, they 
Sepan- Nut were with him were all in a Maze; a Voice they heard, 
But, bat knew not what it ſpake: Why fo, fince they were as 
ts theirMikely to yield as he? It was not indeed, intended tor them; 
of the ad therefore, their Ears were not bored, nor the Speech 
bem tha irected to them, but to Paul; and to Paul by Name: But 
x to be) ry to Prul above the Reſt, ſince he was the Ring-leader 
In lien Chief Perſecutor in the Company? Paul was a Choſen 
26. 4; and this, in brief, was the Reaſon of it, as you have 
F Gocks t Recorded in Acts 22. 14. The God of our Fathers bath choſen 
g of the bee, [That thou ſhouldeſt know His Will.] The Jews had many 
Kean pleans of knowing the Meftah, and Inducements to Be- 
and the Were in Him, which the Gentiles had not; and yet theſe 
befor, Minbrace the Goſpel, while the Fews Reje& it. Thoſe who 
fore-ap-Mnght after Righteouſneſs, tell ſhort of it; when thoſe who 
J of thehheglt in not, attain'd it (u). For the Bottom Reaſon of 
304 hauch different Diſpenſation, we are refer'd to Eledion, 
Althou Election bath obtained, and the Reſt were blinded (x). 
oy ment How variouſly are ſeveral Men affected in hearing the ſame 
we wenggword? The Sheep and the Reſt have both the ſame outward 
liens: One Neglects it; attends not at all, or regards 
pb. 1. 11 ——— FFV * 
lat 10 Eph. 1. 4, 5, 9, 11. (n) Fob. 17. 6, 8. (a) Job. 10. 27. 
CU, 10. 


(P) Ver. 26. (q) Job. 8. 47. (r) Marth. 13. 11. (5) Mark 4. 
1 (t) Rom. 1. 7, (u) Rom, 9. 30, 31. (x) Che Lt 7. 
tinte! : not 
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not what he hears : A Second quarrels at it; as the Jewt of 
did: A Third is perſwaded almoſt; as 4grippa was, and tha 
that would hear Paul again of that Matter: A Fourth 
Pricked in the Heart, and perſwaded altogether. It's a dun 
ling-block to Some, Fooliſhneſs to Others, and to Some tis th 
Power of God; And chaſe ome] are ſuch as were Electei; q 
zhoſe to whom the Promiſe was made (y); and are theretyy 
termed, The Called according to Hu Purpoſe (z); And accu 
to His own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given them in Chr 
before the World began (a): 2 are firſt Choſen, and thy 
Cauſed to approach unto God (b). 

Llhere is almoſt no End of Scriptures to this Purpoſ:; | 
ſhall inſtance one more, and ſo cloſe up this Particular, Al 
the Bleſſings which the Saints are bleſſed with in Time, red 
beſtowed according to God's Decree of Election ——_ Time 
as is maniteſt from Eph. 1. ver. 3, 4, 5. Where I obſeny 
1. That Election goes before the Actual Donation of Spiritul 
Bleſlings 5 For Theſe are given in Time, That was before Tine; 
and that which comes After cannot be the Cauſe of that 
which went before it: One Effect may be the Cauſe of au 
ther; but not the Cauſe of that which cauſed it ſelf. 2. That 
the Actual Donation of Spiritual Bleſſings is | according] to l- 
on; i. e. Election is the Rule by which the Diſpenſationys 
guided: It is Adequate with Election, and Anſwera ble there 
to, even as the Impreſſion is to the Printing Types; Or as the 
Faſhion of David's Body to the Platform thereof in God's 
Pook ; and the Tabernacle to the Pattern ſhewn in the Mount; 
according to which all Things were made, as well in reſpet 
of Number, Weight and Meaſure, as Form and Figure. Spin 
tual Bleſſings are not given to One More ot Fewer, or inothet 
Manner, but quſt as Election had laid it forth: Which alſois 
further coniirm'd by Rev. 21. 27. Where we find, That nout 
are admitted into the Holy City, but ſuch Whoſe Name: wa 
writicn iu the book of Life; and whoſoever was not found wnitet 
in that book, was caſt into the Lake of fire (): Which flews 


that at the latter Day, it will be taken for granted, that aq 


many as were | ordained |to Eternal Life, believed; and that all and 
every One without the Liſt of Election, dyed in Unbelief 


— 


— — — 


) A, 2. 39, (2) Rom. 8. 28. (a) 2 Tim. 1. 9. (b) I 
65. 4. {C) Ker. 20. 15. 


thi 
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that the Election obtained (d); and the Reſt were blinded (e); 
Therefore, Faith and Holineſs ale not the Cauſe, but the cer- 
tain Effects and Conſequents cf Election. 

Now, if any ſhould ask (by the Way) Wherein the Special 
Love of God to Ele& Perſons diſcovers it ſelf before their 
Converſion? I cannot aſſign any plain or open Diſcoveries 
ofit; by which the Ele& may be known from other Men; 
ſince all outward things fall alike to All: The Heir while a 
Chia, differs nothing from a Servant, altho he be Lord of all (f), 
by Ele&ion. And yet, there are divers gracious Operations 
nd cc that Love &pwards them, even in Common Providences; 
übeit they are not perceived till Afterwards : As, 

1. In keeping alive the Root or Stem they were to grow 
from: Thi, perhaps, was not the leaſt Cauſe of adding 
Fifteen Y=ars to Hezekiab's Life; viz for Joſiab's Sake, who 
vas to come of his Lineage; Manaſſeh, who was to be his 
Grandfather, not being yet born: So, thoſe Days of Tribu- 
pirtuftion were thortned, and many of the Joys, by ſpecial Pro- 

no idence, Kept alive, for ect, Dake that ſhould be of 
thetr Progeny, perhaps Two Thuutand Years after: 

2. In Preſerving the Elect themſelves from many a Death 
they were Obnoxious to before their Converſion; as He alſo 
bd Manaſſeh : And this was the Cauſe, when Satan had them 
In his Net, and had drag'd them to the Brink of Hell, that 
the Lord ſent from Heaen, and ſaved them (g); Deliver him, 
Ihave found a Ranſom (h); 3. d. He is mine, and I have vr 
toned him to another End. | 
Mount! 3. In keeping them from the Unpardonable Sin: Thus 
Bl, being a Choſen Veſſel, was kept without that Know- 
. Spur oige of Chriſt which ſome of the Phariſees had; For other- 

fe his Perſecuting the Church of God, had been uncapa- 
h alſoi be of Pardon, as appears from 1 Tim. 1. 13. I obtained Mey- 
dat nau, becauſe I did it ignorant iy. 3 
mes ve 4. In Caſting tlie Lot ot their Habit ation where He hath 
4 until klanted, or will plant, the Means of Grace; Or, bringing 
h ſlews dem, Providentially, where ſome Effednal Word ſhall be 
| that cken to them: The One is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 
it all andi Grinch, where Pail muſt Preach, and not hold his Peace; 
Inbelief MF", ſays the Lord, I hace much People in thi City (i): The 


_ ————— — — — 


(b) 00 e 13. 48. (e) Rom. 11. 7. (f) Gal. 4. 1. (g) Had. 
5. z. (b) Fob 33. 24. (i) Ad, 13-9, 1% * 
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Sermon; by Means whereof Thouſands were Converted ( 
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other, in thoſe who were come to Jeruſalem at the Feaſt 


Pentecoſt, from all Parts of the World; which gave them 
Opportunity of coming together, and of Hearing Nm 


It is farther Exemplified by the Story of the Eunich(y 
As alſo in that of Zachew, whoſe Intent reached no high 

than to ſee what Manner of Perſon Chriſt was, being ſomug 
talk'd of abroad; and being low of Stature, he climbs into 
Tree, and there Salvation meets both him and his Houſe (a 


IV. Our laſt Enquiry is, Of the Way andeManner cf Gol 
Diſpenſing Spiritual Bleſſings; And that is, Efedua 
and Freely. 


Firſt, Epectualy. The Soul is not turned to God by Mill m. 
twine-thread; nor doth the Lord content Himſelf with mf 
ing and Voulding that it might be fo, after the Manner e 
Men; who either are ſomewhat Judiffereut about the Thin 
or have not wherewith to enge heir Deſires : Nor mee 
by Propounding, Moving and Striving, by Morat SN. 
Inſtructions, Threatninys, and the like; (which are of litt 
avail with a dark Underſtanding and fixed Enmity, wine 
every Natural Man is a&ed by:) But by the putting orthe 
a Power Invincible; A Power that will not be ſaid Nay; 01 
what 1t Wills, that it will do; what 1t undertakes, 1t got 
thorow with. To do a Thing Effectually, is to do it Perfetl 
Thorowly, Succeſfully; So to uſe and apply the Means, t 
the End deſign'd is ſurely brought to paſs 3 and this ut 
withſtanding all the Weakneſs, Averſeneſs, and Repugnay 
cy of the Carnal Mind againſt it. 

I might produce Inſtances not a few, touching Gat 
Ffedual Working to bring about Things of leſſer Mometj 
How unwilling was Moſes to be His Meſſenger to Pharaob(y 
So oppoſite to it, that when he had no farther Plea nor E 
cuſe to make, he carries it perverſly towards the Lord; 
by. the hand of him whom thou ſbouldſt ſend, (ſays he) (0) 
But, God having deſigned him tor the Work, leaves him nc 
until He had won him to it (p). So Pharaoh reſolved he aii v Kin 
not Jet the People go; But, I will ſtretch out my hand (n mote 
God) and he ſhall let you go. Much more will He make H dm tl 


| (k) 45 2. . a) Ck. 8. 27. (m) * 19. 2, to 9. n) E (q) . 
3 and 4 Chap. (J) Ch. 4. 13. (f) Ver. 18. F t) Ir: 
| 
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Arm bate for the Salvation of His Choſen, whom He loved 
from Everlaſting : And it muſt be fo done, 


Ag. I. Becauſe otherwiſe, the Elec ſhould be in no better 
Condition than Other Men; For,until Converhon Satan hath 
4s faſt hold of them as of the Reſt. Adam's Fall was the Devil's 
Maſter-piece : To bring Men into his own Condemnation, is 
The Trophy he glories in; and being a Prince both Proud, 
Subtil, and Imperious,you may not think he will be Baffled, 
or Compltmented, out of his hold: Intreaties; Menaces, and 
force of Arguments, are of no Weight with Him; He laughs 
at your {trong Reaſons, and counts them but rotten Wood; 
few I know, 4nd His Spirit I know (2); but what are 
theſe ? No, this kind goes not forth by Conſent; Nothing 
od by Mill move him, but zhat Power which Heaven and Earth do 
ich tow under: He that made him (and He only) can cauſe His 
anner Sword to approach unto him, and take the Prey from this 
c Thing Torible One: And for this it was, that our Saviour tells the 
"© M621 Apoſtles, (when he ſends them to turn Men from Satan unto 
111107 WY God) That all Power in Heaven and Earth was Committed to 
Ot litt Zim (r) 3 And that, in this Power He will be with them to the 
„ uch End of the World (s) : Which was indeed but needful ; For, 
.ort0oilitey had ſurely gone on a ſleeveleſs Errand, (a weak and 


2) ; biinutleſs Deſign, ) if Chriſt Himſelf thus Impower'd had not 
„it gone with them. And for the Ele& themſelves, They are (of 
Terfel temſelves) no better diſpos'd to this Work than thoſe that 
115, tha Never ſhall be wrought upon: They are Enemies in their Minds, 


his u Darkneſs, Dead in Sin, and Children of Wrath , even as Others : 
And this they are by Nature: Their State, therefore, could 
tot be changed, if a Power Invincible, and Invincilh _— 
u what it Undertakes, were not Engaged in it. Ephraim, 
tough an Elec Veſſel, yet, while in Nature, was of ſo bad 
Nature, that all Moral Endeavours were loſt upon him. 
Let Meſſengers be ſent to him early and late, he — away 
the Shoulder : The Lord was Wroth with him, ſmote him, 
ad His Face from him, he ſtill went on frowardly: She x 
iim his Sickneſs, ſo that he cannot but ſee it; and he ſeuds 
to 1 (takes any courſe rather than turn to Him that 
14 (note him,) (t) : Take off the Yoke from his Jaw , give 
ake Him the Scope of his Will, and the firſt thing he takes to 
(E 0 Ads 19. 15. (r) Matth. 28. 18. (s) Fer. 20. Luke 9. 1: 
t) Hoſe 5. 13. ä 

At (9) ſhall 
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Hull be the forbidden Fruit: Lay Meat to his Mouth, that Whiwſeth, 
which is Meat indeed, and he'll rather Starve than Eat; (Men Whit was : 
Jett to their own Will, will rather go to Hell, than be be- Wu (c). 
holden to Free Grace for Salvation.) But, ſays God, I. 
Ephraim my dear Son? One whom I bought with a Price? E 4g. [ 
he a pleaſant Child (u) whom I loved from Everlaſting ; Negtecs, 
and 1hall I ſo loſe him? Shall it be ſaid, that I rais'd up a Mad the 
Creature whom I cannot Rule and bring to my Bent? Or, Won, & 
that I made him for ſuch an End, as that any thing condu- NIA w: 
Cible thereto, may not be done for him? Shall My Will te Wien mo 
forced rather than His ? Mine to deſtroy him, rather than {Wreath of 
His to be (ſaved? No, I have not done all this to loſe him Wo in th 
at laſt ; nor have I Suffered thoſe unworthy Repulſes, fox Mork, a 
want of Power to prevent them; but that Exhraim might ſee, Wot on. 
what would become of hiia if left to the conduct of his owg itbal, 
Will; (free indeed to nothing but his own Ruin!) and noy fi: Obje 
I'll Heal him: And, the firſt Effet of this Healing, vu bend 
Hphraim's applying himſelf to God; Turn [ Thou | me, and [ day, ee 
[/hall | be turned (x). Thoſe Cords of Love by which the Lord elf had 
draws Men to Himſelf, are not Love and Kindneſs meetly Ne, He 
ones nded,with fruſtrable Motives to perſwade Acceptance; Nat as 
ut Divine Love ſhed abroad in the Heart (y); not written with Nœmpre 
Ink (a thing of Humane Compoſition) but by the Spirit and I Hu! 
Power of God. And hence it is that we find thoſe 3 | 
terms [Twill] and ¶ Ie ſball] ſo much in uſe about this Mat-. 4: 
ter. Thus the Lord began with the Serpent, (which was a Neceſſi 
leading Caſe to all that follows i U Hall] bruiſe th ine Head; {Comme 
In which Compendious word, the Deſtruction of Satan and In; by 
Sin, is Effectually provided for: And elſewher2 He ſpeaks lll net 
as much for quick*ning the Soul; A new Heart alſo ¶ will I Vork 
give you, and I [will] put my Spirit within you, and | cauſe _ 
you to walk in My Statutes ;, Te [ball] be my People,and I vil 
be your God (2); They | ſhall } Return unto me with their whole N t6: 
heart (a); with many Others, The Lord till utters Him- Chr 
ſelf in Terms of Omnipotency,as putting forth an Almig ht ina ¶ x thoſ 
of Power; which, as it needs not, ſo it will not (yea it {Natur 
cannot with a Salvo to His Honour) admit the leaſt depeu- und wi 
dence upon Created Power, to make it Succeſsful : His Word Met Kee 
Hall not return unto Him void; it ſpall Accompliſh that which He N a 


(u) Fer. 31. 20. (x) Jer. 31. 18. Rom. 5. 5. (z) Exck. . (t) 
36. 26, 27, 28, (a) Jer, 24. 7. 00 A (x) Pf, 


pleaſeth, 


ach He 


\ Exch 


exſeth, 
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laſeth, and proſper in the thing whereto He ſends it (b) : He 
hat 8 dead, cames forth at His word, though bountt hand and 
wt (c). 


4g. II. Connerfion is a Creation-work; which, though done by 
Jegrecs, muſt be gone thorow with, and that by Him who 
ad the Foundation; or all the foregoing Parts (as Convi- 
ton, c.) will moulder, and come to nothing. As when 
am was to be made, the Lord firſt prepares the Earth; 
en moulds it in ſuch a form; and then breathes into him the 
eath of "es elſe that lump had never been a living Soul. 
o in the New Creation, the Lord Works, and goes on to 
Work, and leaves it not, until he hath ſet it going. He doth 
bot only cauſe the Light to ſhine into Darkneſs , but gives, 
thal, a ſuitable Underſtanding (d), a Faculty Onnatural with 
the Object; as without/which the Darkneſs would never Com- 
prehend it (e). Ezekiel might have Propheſied till Doom's- 
lay, e ex thoſe — Oe res would have liv'd, it the Lord Him- 
elf had not cauſed Breath to enter iito them: And proba- 
bly, He is called The Father of Lights (f), (plural) to denote, 
bat as well the Light Comprebending, (or capacitating our 

omprehenſion) is from God, as that to be comprebended(g): 
h Hu light we ſee light (h). 


4g. III. God's EfeFual Working in this Matter, and the 
Neceſſity of His ſo Working, may alſo be Argued from the 
Common Senſe of thoſe already wrought upon, and brought 
In; by whoſe Prayers and Confeſſions it is evident, That they 
all needed a Powerful and Eſfectual Influence to Carry on the 
Vork already begun: Turn Thou Me, and I ſpall be turned (i); 
$7 1, and we will call upon Thee (k); Draw me, we will Kun 
ter Thee (I); Not that we are ſufficient of our ſelves to think 
my thing, but our ſufficiency is of God (m); I ive, yet 19, 
hut Cbr itt liveth in me 5, (n) &c. Hence it readily follows, Thit 
V thoſe already turned, and made Partakers of the Divine 
Nature; whoſe Hearts are fixed in the good Ways of Gad, 
ad who deſire nothing more than to walk in them; cannot. 
jet keep themſelves Going, without a Continued Eſcnc iuus in- 
tur and ſpring from Alove; Much leſs can the Natural 
(b) Ja. 55. 11. (c) Yb. 11.44. (d) 1 b. 5: 29. (e) John 1. 
5. (t) Ja. 1. 17. (g) 2 Cor. 4. 6. (h) N. 36. 59. (i) Jer. 31.18. 
(x) Bſ. 80. 18. (1) Cant. 1. 4. (m) 2 Cor. 3. 5. (n) Gal. 2. 20. 
Q 2 Nan, 
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Man, (without the like Supernatural and Divine Efficacy) Ide Son 
Effectually bend himſelf to a Compliance with them: Far, e Der 
It is an abomination to Fools to depart from Evil (o). the Fir 

keeps t 


Arg. IV. If the Lord did not Work Efetually, He ſhould thereto 


| loſe the Honour of His Work. If the Efficacy ot Grace ſhoulq I done b 


depend on the Humane Will; (i. e. If Grace ſhould be ten- did the 
ered Effetual by ſome Motion or Act of the Will, which Scnpt: 
Grace is not the Author of) Then will Nature aſſume the of His 
Ps ioriiy; Works will glory over Grace, and Free-Will will be den 1. 
ſaid to be better than Free-Grace:, For, that the Leſs Heſſe fom th 
of the Better, is without Contrad ict ian (p): And that That which in Def: 
ſanctifies, is Greater than that which is Santtified by it, isſo perfor! 
obvious, that Chriſt appeals it to the Reaſon of Fools and ſpaken 
Blind (g). If therefore N that Grace is betta ibe h 
than Nature; follow it muſt, that the Will is Bleſſed and in- that he 


- ified by Grace, viz, by its Powerful and Effectual Operatio take th 


upon it. And here, indeed, lies the Honour and Eff 
= Grace; Not in a Vincible Moving, Exciting, Perſwading, 
or Threatning the Will to a Compliance; But in taking of 
its Natural Byaſs, and placing it, as it were, on the other 
ſide; Working the Heart into a kindly agreeableneſs withthe 
Divine Will, which before was ſo contrary to it: And thus 
the Lord doth, and thus He will do, whereſoever He will 
Gracious ; though never ſo much againſt the preſent Mind, 
and Natural Propenſion of the Subj=& : And yet, there's no 
ſuch thing as Forcing the Will, as ye will ſee afterwards. 


Arc. V. The Doctrine of Efetual Calling is further confirm! 
from the Offce of Chriſt as a Redeemer; which was not on) 
to Purchaſe, but to put us in Aua l Toſſæſion of the good thing 
He Purchaſed for us. Redemption, Forgiveneſs of Sins, a 
Reconciliation, are Relates, Commenſurate, and Inſepau And t 
ble (r). It is not only a Reconcileable State that Redemption for all 
puts us into, but a State of a#ual Reconcilement (3); Ut 
aboliſpes the Enmnty (t), Makes an End of Sin, and brings in Eee 
laſting Righteouſneſs (u). On this Account our Saviour beat 
that glorious Title, Thon ſhalt call His Name Jeſus; [ for He pi 
face His People from their Sins] (x); and For thus Canſe wa 

CIR — — — ——— dc) L. 

(O) Prov. 13. 19. (p) Heb.7. 7. (d) Matth. 23. 19. (r) EY 1. 7 

t. 7. CB. 2. 13, 16. Heb. 2. 17. (s) Rom. 5. 8, 9, 10. (ul. . n. 6 
20, 21, 22. (t) Eph. 2. 15. (u) Dan. 9. 24. (x) Alatth. 1. " 1. 7. 
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| the Son of God manifeſted, | that He might deſtroy the Works e 
12 the *r (y). Now, of thoſe Works, f 2 Of Mind 4 
the Fir/t-born, and Foſter-mwther to all the Reſt (z); tis that 

keeps the Soul in Unbelief, as under Locks and Bars; and 

ſnoula l therefore muſt of Neceſity be diſpell'd ; which can only be 
ſhould done by cauſing the true Light to. hie Effedually; as He 
be ren. Wl did the Light of this World in the firſt Creation, which the 
which Scriptiure reſembles it to(a). Hence thoſe frequent mentions 
me the of His being ſent To open the Blind Hyes (b); To. gite Lizht to 
will bel den that fit in Darkneſs (c); And to bring forth the Priſoners 
i Hleſeli for the Prifon- houſe (d): which may not be valued as things 
t which Min Deſign, yet liable to Obſtruction; but to be as certainly 
it, isſof perforni*d as that Chriſt ſhould die. In'the 107, Pſalm it is 
ols ad ſpaken of as done already; He brought thenrout of Darkneſs aud 
s better the Ha dow of Death, and brake their bands in ſunder (e): And 
nd n- ¶ that he ſpeaks it of Redeemed Ones „appears by ver. 2. Firit 
ion take them as in Darkneſs ; and He is /o to give them Light, 
x to guide their feet iuto the way of Peace (f). That Story of 
the Blind Man in Mark, is a pertin2nt Shadow of it; Chritt 
ſpits on his Eyes, and puts His hands upon him; as et hotter 
but darkly, Men as Trees walking; but He puts His hands on 
him again, and diſmiſſes him not until He had made him ſee 
clearly (g). Then take them as Piſoners, and Priſoners in the 
Pit(h); and he that will deliver them, muſt not only open 
the Grate, but diſarm their Guard, knock off their Shackles, 
and | bring 12 ;] as the Angel did Peter, even while the 
Keepers ſtood before the Door (i). He ſo Calleth His Sheep, that 
He leadeth them out (k): And this He doth, by the Blood of 
His Covenant; 'tis That makes thuſe in the Pit to be Priſo- 
ners of Hope (1). And theſe Effects as duly flow from Re- 
demption, as Light from the Sun: *Tis therefore expreſly 
ſud, That the Blood of Jeſus Chrift cleanſeth from all Sin (m) ; 
And that we are ſauct iſed through the offer ing of His Body once 
for all (n). This gave the Apoſtle to argue ſo poſitively in 
Rom. 6. That if planted together in his Death, J. be alſo 
in Hs Reſurre#ion (o); and to put that Emphabs upon it; 
That, If Reconciled to God by the Death of His Son ; [ Much 
(y) 1 Joh. 3. 8. (z) 2 Cor. 4. 4. (a) ver. 6. (b) Ia. 42. 7. 
(e) Luke 1. 79. (d) Ha. 49. 9. (e) Hal. 107. 14. (f) Luke 
I. 79. (8) Mark 8. 23, 24, 25. (5) Zech. 9. 11. (1) 475 
u. 6, 7. (Kk) Joh. 10. 3. (1) Zech. 9. 11, 12. (m) 1 Jahn 

I, 7» (n) Heb. 10. IO. 65 3 3 5˙ 


more] 


.. 
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more] ſoall we be ſaved by His Life (p). That Saying of Ch 
is much to our purpoſe 3 And other Sheep I have, Them aft 
muſt I bring, aud they ſpall hear My Voice (q: This | Mui) im. 
ports a Duty not to be diſpenſed with; He had received a Cop, 
mandment for it f om the Father (r): And this | Shall ] that Efe 
dual Working, whereby He ſubdues all things to Himſelf; an 
whereby they arg made to believe (s). The Sheep, of then 
ſelves, lye as croſs to this work as other Men; What have Ty 
do with thee, crys the poſſeſt Gadarene (t)? But being H 
Sheep, He muſt make them willing (u. But ſuppoſe they ſiq 
their Ears; Then He is to bore them; for He received Gift 
for the Rebillious (x). Men's Averſneſs does not loſe Chi 
His Right; nor ſhall it render His work ineffectual. Far 
this very end, God raiſed him up, viz. To blefs His People i 
turning them j om their Iniquities (y); and 70 give them Repr- 
tance, and that ſuch as hath Forgiveneſs of Sins annexed ty 
it (z); Which alſo He doth as a Prince, i. e. As One inveſtal 
with Power to remove whatever might lett the Effect of Hy 


- Purpuſe: To Him are committed the Keys of Hell and of Death a. 


From theſe Premiſes I ſafely conclude, That what Chriſt a 
+ Redeemer came to do, that He duth, and will do; and tht 
None of His Work ſhall fall to the Ground. What he {atk 
in the 17th of John, is Prophetical of what He will ſay at 
the latter Day; I have ale the Wark which Thou gaveſt Me 
zo do; Of all that Thou haſt given Me, I have loft Nothing; 
have manifeſted Thy Name unto the Men which Thou gaveſt I out 
of the World ;, ] have given them the words which Thou gave Il, 
and they hace received them (b). More might be added; but 
by theſe I hope it is evident, That Jeſus Chriſt was not only 
a Redeemer, th pay our Ranſom ; but the Officer appointed ot 
God to ſet w at liberiy, even that glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God: and Thi i that pleaſure of the Lord which. pull 
profper in His hands (o); as it hath done, and doth, and for 
ever mall: And tis matter of great Conſolation to then 
that take hold of His Covenant. 

Secondly ; All that God doth for Men, or gives to them, 
in order to their Salvation, is Given and Done Freely. Nov 


AY 


(p) Rom, 5, 9, 10, (d) Job. 10. 16, (r) Ver. 18. (s) Eph, 
1. 19. (t) Mark 5, 7. (u) Hal. 110. 3. (x) Hal. 66. 18, 
y) 4s z. 26. (z) Chap. 5. 31, (a) Kev. 1. 18. (b) 3d 
37» 45 65 8. (C) mh 73 18 ; 


z thin 
from t 
Giveth 
the Rec 
him th⸗ 
him th: 
him. AN 
Things 
veralgn 
Piſeſſor 
dently 
unto, n 
that gr 
Unſpe⸗ 
and Chi 
5 Ht 

C13 
dengt 


3. The 
beſtowe 
them 11 
N Wa. 
ſuch a 


2 hing 


| of Effectual Calling. ' 2 a 
a thing is then ſaid to be thus Given or Done, when it proceeds 
from the meer Good Will and Favour of Him that Worketh, or 
Givethz without reſpect to any thing done or deſerved by 
the Receiver: It's a Voluntary Act; ſuppoſing no Obligation on 
him that gives; nor any Attractive or Obliging Vertue in 
him that receives; nor yet Expectation ofRecompence from 
him. Much need not be ſaid to prove the free-giving of the 
Things we are 8 of, did we oY conſider, 1. The So- 
retaign Greatneſs of Him that gives: It is the Mo# High God, 
Niſeſſor of Heaven and Earth 1 Whois Infinitely and Indepen=- 
dertly Bleſſed in Himſelf ; and therefore, cannot be Added 
unto,nor Receive from any Creature; Who can give to Him 
that gives to All their Life and Breath? 2. The Superexcellent, 
Unſpeakable Worth of the Things that are given: The firſt 
and chief, is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; whoſe Dignity was ſuch, 
that Heaven and Earth were too low a Price to ſet Him at; 
eſpec1ally to be given asHe was: andinHim,Righteouſneſs and 
Strength; Adoption and Reconciliation 3 Grace and Glory. 
z. The Vanity and Wretchedneſs of thoſe on whom they are 
beſtowed : Both Scripture and Experience ſpeak nothing of 
them 1n their N 3 Of but what beſpeaks a Condition eve- 
ry way deplorable, and uncapable or yielding Motives for 
ſuch a Gift; as is ſhewn before. But 8 oO greatly in 
love with our ſelves, and fond of our own Improvements, 
and ſo ſtifly bent to a Covenant of Works; to help us off 
tioſe dangerous Shelves, let us dwell a while on the follow- 
ing Arguments. s 


4g. I. Is taken from the Nature and Import of the Cove- 
rant of Grace. This Covenant is that which all proteſſing Chri- 
ans profeſs to be ſaved by; however they differ about the 
Import and Latitude of it. But, if we receive the Scriptural 
Notion, (which needs muſt be the righteſt) we ſhall find, that 
It is of the very Nature and Subſtance of this Covenant, to 
five feely aud abſolutely ; without Conditioning for any thin 
to be done by Men, as the Ground or Motive thereot. Al 
flat God doth for thoſe He will ſave, is for His Names ſake 
which Name js recorded in Exod. 34. 5, 6, The Lord God, Gra- 
row and Merciful, &c. To be Gracious, is to do well to one 
tht deſerves ill: And if otherwiſe, it would be but after the 
Covenant of Works, or fit Covenant: Which yet was not 
fiultv or defective in it ſelf; for it gave a Sufficiency to ab- 


tun the Beneſits propuſed 5 it; which if they had uſe and 
4 


iptv d 
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improv'd as they might „there would not have needel; 
ſecond. But the Lord foreknowing the Creature's mutah. 
lity ; aud conſequently, what need there would be g 
another kind of wor and Grace, than that Adam was cn. 
ated with; did therefore determine of a ſecond ; which i 
Scripture is called, The hope of Eternal Life, which God wh 
cannot lye, promiſed before the World began, Tit. 1. 2. It is cala 
the Covenant of Grace, not only as deſigning the Glory of fi 
Grace, in the Saving of Men; but as giving freely, andy 
meer Grace and Favour, whatever muſt bring about that $4. 


Promiſe 
Operat 
fom the 


vation: For, Where elſe can lie the difference between i For 
two Covenants ? It cannot be in reſpe& of the Eaſineſs u ye re 
Difficulty of the Duties enjoined ; for, Faith and RepentangWtrom tl 
are much more above the Compaſs of Natural Power, thy when ſ 
to forbear the forbidden Tree: But the difference lies inthis;}M but cau 


That the New Covenant conſiſts of better Promiſes ; ul vithſta 
This Betterneſs, in the Free, Abſolute, Independent EugagsW ben an 
ment of God Himſelf, to inveſt His Covenanted Ones with they w 
all things conducing to the Bleſſedneſs held-forth ; as wel vith w 
That to be done on then part, as on His Own upon their d them i 
ing of it; that is, plainly, to give to them, and workin Tang. 
them, Whatever in this Covenant He requires of them. le the Int 
Law ſhews Matter of Duty, but gives not wherewith top. cer at 

form it; the Covenant of Grace dogs both, by writing tte læen we 
Law in the Heart: And without ths, it would {till havebeen Cattle | 
but a Covenant of Works, be the Duties enjoyn'd whatever vith t 


ou will. It therefore runs not upon Conditional or Faliui ver ie. 
exms, I will iS e will; but Abſolute and Soveraign, I Naſt d 
will] and | ye ſh; $| This Covenant does not only giv} n He 
Life upon Terms of Believing ; But Faith alſo and Holi And t 
as the neceſſary Means of attaining that Life: And this, na conſid 
upon your ingenuous Compliance, (as ſome term it) or bet: they 
ter Improvement of what you have in Common with oth clear, 
Men; (ſuch Allegations the Lord diſallows, and often ca] it doe 
tions againſt;) but of Grace. It's a Covenant made up i tber, 
Promiſes ; and Promiſe (by Scripture intendment) is alway Glory 
Free; both freely made and freely perform'd, without the di Grace 
ſert or procurement of Men. Take Tſaa; for Inſtance : 4%, Lerifi. 
bants Body was now dead; and for Sarah, (befides her nat} Ijurt 
ral Barrenneſs) it ceaſed to be with her after the manner Fl —— 
omen; and yet Sarah” ſhall bave a Son (d). But How? I. . (x) 
*. ac 8 0, ti 
c 007 


Promi 
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Promiſe had in it (tho? Abrabam and Sarah had not) what- 
wer might tend to Tſaac's Conception and Birth; and for 
this Cauſe he was called, The Son of the Promiſe (e); as 
Walſo Believers are (): They are alſo termed, Heirs of Bo- 
miſe, Heb. 6. 17. And on this Account, Chriſt is called the 

omiſed Seed;, and the Holy Ghoſt, the 25 of Promiſe; viz. 
to new the Independent freeneſs of thoſe Divine Gifts; the 
Promiſe of ſending them, their actual Coming, and Effectual 
Operations, are all free, and free in all Reſpects. This Dew 
fom the Lord waiteth not for Men, Micab. 5. 7. 

For further Illuſtration, the Jews are a pertinent Inſtance, 
3 ye read in Jeremy (g): They had done nothing but evil 
from theix Youth up, and were a continual provocation: And 
when ſcattered among the Nations, were no whit bettered; 
but cauſed even the Heathen to blaſpheme: And yet not- 
vithſtanding all this, the Lord will Gather them, and give 
them an Heart to fear Him for ever (b); And this, even while 
they were not moved, neither could they bluſh (1). See alſo, 
vith what inexpreſſible Freeneſs of Grace, the Lord deals with 
them in the 43, of Iſaiah, I, even I, am He that blotteth out : 
Tranſgreſſions and will not remember thy Sins, (k). But what's 
the Introduction to this ſo great a Promiſe ? See it, and won- 
der at it! Thou baſt not called upon Me, O Jacob, but, thou haſt 
been weary of Me, © Iſrael; Thou haſt not brought Me the fmall 
Cattle of thy burut-Offerings; Thou haſt bought Me no fweet Cane 
with thy Money; But haſt made Me to pg with thy Sms, and 
wearied Me with thine Iniquities (1): 1, even I (whom thou 
hiſt dealt ſo ungratefully with, and diſingenouſly, even I) 
am He that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions | for Mine own ſake] (m). 
And this was a Great Thing they looked not for; As, indeed, 
conſidering themſelves, and what their Demeanour had been, 
they had no Reaſon to look for it. From all which it is 
clear, that Grace reſpe&s not the worthineſs of Men in what 
It does for them; Nay, it muſt reſpe& their Unworthineſs ra- 
ther, as that by which Grace is more illuſtrated, and the 
Glory thereof more advanced; In that, Where Sin abounded, 
Grace did much more abound 9957 And Paul proclaims it as 
verified on himſelf; 1 was a Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, and 
Injurious : But J obtained Mercy; and the Grace of our Lord was 


anner 0 EST . 
w? TI (e) Gal. 4. 23, 28. (f) Rom. 9. 8. Gal. 3. 29. Fer. 32. 
é 30, tO 35. (h) Ver. 37, tu 44. (1) Ch. 8. 12. (kx) Ja. 43. 23. 


0%) Ver, 22, 23, 24. (m) Ver. 25. (2) Rom. 3. 20. 
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[exceeding abundant} (o): And hereupon he falls to Adony 
that Grace; Now to the King Eternal, Iumortal, Inviſib'e, Maso. ! 
only wiſe God, be Honour and Glory, for ever and ever, Amen Mor that 
The Riches of Mercy is made out by Saving the Chief oe cau 
Sinners; and in quickening them when dead (g): And it is ace 
g obſervable, That the Apoſtles, whenever they mentiontz e 
race of God in ui Quickening &c. give not the lic in 
Intimation of Mens Worthmeſs, Preparedneſs, Compliance it hath 
any ſuch Thing; but | Dead in Sins] and [ Quicken] com tepend 
One on the Neck of the other; (as Light does upon Du ndt th: 
neſs, which in no Sort induces the Light, or prepares de G! 
dark Earth, or Air for it) as is abundantly evident in Mould 
their on And how oft does the Lord declare again wre G 


And a2 


all the Pretenſions of Men, as to their Aigeneſs in this My 

ter, in Iſaiah, Jeremy, Ezekiel, Hoſea, &c? And as a Ban 4. 
thoſe Pretenſions, The Holy People He calls, A People ſog ace, 
out; and proclaims, I am found of them that ſought Me At as 
This I fall end, with a very obſervable Inſtance, within my od 
own Memory; and I bring it not in for Proof, but Illuſtn Wot 4. 
tion. I knew a Man, who when he came under Conn in Fai 

0 


cons, endeavoured with all his Might to ſtifle them: His l 
Convictions grew ſtronger, and he hardened himſelf apainkthen i 
them: He ſaw their Tendency; but was ſo oppoſite to it, that n 
that he reſolv'd in expreſs Terms, [He would not be a Pu- U Fai 
tan whatever came of it.] To the Church he muſt go; h U Pu 
Maſter would have it ſo; but this was bis Wont, to lolloei © an! 
the Seat, with his Fingers in both his Ears; (Here Genera Grace 
or Conditional Grace was ſurely nonplus'd.) But a Choſenj eh 
Veſſel muſt not ſo be loſt; Now ſteps in EleFing Grace, aud 42 
by a caſual Slip of his Elbows, drew Cut the Stoppers, and 
ſent in a Word, from the Pulpit, which like Fire from Hes -I 14... 
ven, melted his Heart, and caſt it in a New Mould. Surely, out v 
11 this, the Lord did not wait for the Man's Compliance ot nd t 

provements; His Work was not Originated thence, not a 1, 
- dependent thereon. Out | 


Arg. II. If all that pertams to Salvation were not given Love 
Feely, Salvation it ſelf ſhould not be of Grace: For 70 bai of Go, 
that worketh, is the Reward not veckoned of Grace, but of Deb! (r: And 
But, Salvation is of Grace, Eph. 2. 5. By Grace ye are faced, dee t 
(o) 1 Tin. 1. 13, (p) Ver. 17. (O Hb. 2. 7, 4. Of 
Rom. 4 4 And (x) d 


U 
— 


Ado 


viſchle, 5 


Amen tl; 
be 0050 
it is yo 
ntiont 
the le; 
pl iance « 


*2$] con 


In Dark 


pares th 


-nt in a 
e Ag In 
his Mu 
= 
dle Jowh 
2 
thin m 
Illuft 
re Conn 
m: His 
* apaink 
te to it, 
a Pun 

0; hs 
100 

Genera 
Choſen 
ace, and 
Xs, and 
m Hea- 
Surely, 
ANCE ot 


given 
to ham 
elt (r): 
faced, 


. (1) 
And 


of Fffeftual Calling. 203 


And again, Ver. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved tho Faith; Where 
aſo, leſt the adding of Faith ſhould occaſion a leſſening 
of that Grace, or ſrem to detract from the Freenefs of it; 
he cautiouſly ſubjoyns, That this Faith 1s the Work of that 
Grace, | Not 4 your ſelves, It is the Gift of God.] For, it 
Grace be perfectly free in Chuſing, it muſt be anſwerably: 
free in Giving and Applying the Means to bring about the End 
it hath choſen us to: For, if the Effect of the Means ſhould 
depend ..,on ſomething to be done by Men, which Grace is 
not the Doer of; Then Works would put 1n for a Share in 
the Glory of Men's Salvation; and ſo the Grace of God 
would be dethron'd, and be as if it were not; Grace i no 
wore Grace, as is argued in Nom. 11. 16. 


4g. III. Spiritual Bleſſings muſt be given freely, and of pure 
Grace, becauſe the Nat Man cannot perform any ſuch 
At as might be Motive for ſuch a Gift. Things Materially 
good they. may do, as Cain in offering the Firſt- fruits; but 
not Acceptable, becauſe not done in the due Manner, that is, 
in Faith; the Want of which makes Incenſe it felt an Abomi- 
wtion (s). If without Faith it be impoſlible to pleaſe God; 
then it muſt be impoſſible to do ought before you Believe, 
that may move God to give you Faith. Salvation 1s promiſed 
to Faith; Remiſſion of Sins to Repentance; the Bleſſed Viſion 
to Purity of Heart: But we find not theſe Graces promiſed 
to any Act or Qualification inferiour to, or 2 before the 


| Graces themſelves; Our Holy Calling and the Waſhing of Re- 


gmeration, we are not entitled to by Works of our own (t). 


Ag. TV. If any of the Requiſites to Salvation ſhould be 
given upon Condition, Reaſon would it ſhould be That. 
which 1n Worth and Virtue containeth all the Reſt, and with- 
out which the Reſt had never been, or been of none Effect; 
and that is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; of whom it is ſaid, That 
all the fulneſs ofthe Godhead dwells in Him bodily (u); and that, 
Out of His fulneſs all Grace u received (x); The giving of 
vhom was the moſt Superlative Commendation: of God's 
Love. to Men (y); and is therefore termed The, or That Gift 
of God (2); being ſuch a Gift as Comprehends all others. 
And as touching the Free and Unconditionate giving of Chri 
See that ancient authentick Record in Gen. 3. 15. It ſb 

(s) Iſa. 1. 13, 14. (t) 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 3. 5. (u) Col. 2. 9. 
) Zohe 1, Ic, (y) Kom. 5, 8. (2) Job. 4. 10, N 

. bruiſe 


r 


— — —  - — 


204 A Practical Diſcourſe 
bruiſe thy Head: Wherein is contain'd an Abſolute free Pg, 
miſe to ſend the Son of God in Humane Fleſh, to be a 
deemer, And we evidently know, That His Adual com 
and Performance thereof, was not ſuſpended on any Deſert 
or Worthineſs of Men: How could it, when after the F; 
they did not, nor could do any Thing but what might tun 
His Heart more againſt them? For Evidence hereof, We 
nerd not go out of the Context: Do but obſerve the Fir 
Adam's Carriage, and the Manner of it a little before the bn. 
miſe was made: Firſt, They believe the Serpent rather thm 
God; Then they break the Commandment of Life, when the 
had neither Need nor Occaſion ſo to do. This done, u ; 
finding themſclyes Jaſt,: they do not ſo much as ſect aſta oa cor 
God tor Help; but rather to hide themſelves from Him; fh 
far from confeſſing themſelves faulty, that they charge Gat 
fooliſhly, and fhitt the Blame of their Miſcarriage upot 
Him; The Woman whom [Thou] gaveſt to he with me, ſhe gn 
me of the Tree--- And the Serpent (which alſo is a Creature of 
thy making) he beguiled me, &c. Here's nothing in their I) 
1ortment, that looks like the Motive of ſuch a Promiſe. 
ut, tho? they run from God, He will nat ſo part with them; 
yea, He follows them, finds them out, and for a Door 
of * freely pronounceth this gracious Promiſe, of ſend 
ing His Son to deſtroy this old Serpent, the Devil; and 
conſequently the Serpentine Nature, that had now iuſtilbe 
and mingled it ſelf with theirs. It is the firſt Promulgy 
tion of the Goſpel, and (har with as much Abſolutenel 


as Words can expreſs, E (ha bruiſe} thy Head. This I 
fiſt the more upon, becauſe it is the Firſt that was made ule 
Time, and That out of which all following Promiſes arr educyiſh 

e Intent of this Promiſe, was Adam's Recovery ai 
Comfort; who, doubtleſs, at this Time, was in à very dib 
conſolate Condition; as lying under a freſh Senſe of tit 
Happineſs he had loſt, and the woful Eſtate he was not 

lunged into; And therefore, 'twas neceſſary, (if Adam it 

— Comfort by it) that the Terms thereof be altogette 
Free and Abſolute: For, ſuppoſe them to be Conditional, 5 
namely, If Alam ſhall now Repent and Convert himſelt 
If he ſhall better improve a ſecond Stock, (or rather, t 
cankered Remnant of that he had at firſt;) My Son 76 
ſhall come into this lower World, to ſtill that Enemy al 
Avenger : His Life ſhall go for thy Lite; I will be Friend 
with thee, and reſtore thet to thy former State. All thus a 


ed; 7 
fave 1 
my b 
would | 
is Pr 


— 
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dre of this Kind, had yielded but little Comfort or Hope td 
guilty and defiled {ciencez who found himſelf not 


ominWaly naked, and wholly bereft of his Primitive Righteouſ- 
DeſenWeſs; but at Enmity with his Creator, and a Bond-ſlave to 
e FalBtan : For, ſuch-Reaſonings as theſe,, would have broke in 
it tun ire a Flood, to bear down and ſtifle all Hopes of future Suc- 
ot, Wees; viz. If when I was in ſo Bleſſed a State, and endued 
e FirkWrith Power to keep it, upon ſo ſlight a Temptation I yielded 
de Fund fell ; How ſhould I riſe now I am down, and my Strength 
er thay ne? If when I had Freedom of Will and ſtood upright, 
en they ſo eaſily warp'd into crouked Paths; How can I hope to 
e, andMeturn, and do better, now my Will is Perverted, and bent 
* aitero a contrary Courſe? If whilſt I had Eyes in my Head, , 
im; nd Cav Things with Clearneſs, I yet loſt my Way and wan- 
ge Coed; How ſhould 1 think to recover it, being now both 
e ufa ly bewildred, and my Eyes put out? How ſhould I bring 
ſoe grep clean thing out of an unclean, who kept not my Heart 
ute olean when it was ſo? How ſhould I gain more with fewer 


alents, who ran my ſelf out of all when I had abundantly 


ore? Grapes will not grow upon Thorns, nor Figs on 
\ them Whiſtles :' Nay, were my Primitive State reſtored to me on the 
a DoorfWormer Terms; I could not expect to keep it, having this 
of fend ful Experience of ſo Cauſleſs and Dreadful Apoſtacy, &'c. 
iz ug It was therefore importantly neceſſary, that this firſt 
Lultill (Promiſe, made upon ſo great and ſolemn an Occaſion, and 
mulg eating in it all the H xs and Comtorts of God's People to 
luteneſikternity; ſhould be 2horowly free and abſolute, and not de- 
his 1 inSpend, in the leaſt, upon any good thing to be Jone by Men, 
made us the Condition of it. Andif Chrift be given feely, there's 
; eductulood Ground of arguing thence, the free giving of leſſer 
ery anlſhings; For, He that ſj.ired nat His Son, bow Joall He wt with 
Very dim freely give us all things (a)? Is not the Life more than 


> of at (b)? 15 not Chriſt more than Faith and all Grace? 
ras nos God given us the Fleſh of His Son, which is Meat in- 
red; and will He not reſtore our withered Hand to re- 


togeticeive it? It cannot be; eſpecially conſidering, That this | 
onal, May be done with a Word; and without thu the Other | 
himſeliihrould be loſt, and as Water ſpilt on the Ground, But, tho? | 
ay” is Pronuſe of Chriſt, be virtually a Promuſe of all Grace | 
50n 3 . e eee eee * 

2 all 

ben (a) Pom. B. 32. (b) Matth. C. 23. 8 5 

this, 20 Yet, 
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yet, becauſe of our Slowneſs of Heart to Believe, and jg 
win us off from our Legalizing Notions ; the Lord conde- 
ſcends to gratify His People in Words as well as Subſtaue, 
And theretore, | | 


Arg. V. To make it expreſly evident, that all Spirit er che 
Bleſſings are perfectiy free, He hath put them all into Abſalute 
Promiſes, Not that all Promiſes run in that Tenor: Manygf 
them have Conditions annex d; which alſo (in their Placy 
have a very ſignificant Uſefulneſs : 1. As Proofs of our wi, 
ling Subjection to God (c). 2. As Directives by what Me. 
ums we muſt get to the Bleſſedneſs deſign'd us (d); and Hoy 
qualified for the Enjoyment of it (e). 3. As Marks andlj. 
dences of our being in the Way to it, and of thoſe to vn 
it doth belong (f). But, this Annexion ot Conditions, dos 
not imply a Power in Men to perform them; tho! ye. 
torm'd they muſt be, before we come to the promiſed Re. 
ward; Nor does the Effect of thoſe Promiſes depend upon 
any Act to be done by us, which ſome other Promiſe doth 
not provide us with. But, That great Fundamental Promiſe, 
on which is founded our _ of Eternal Life, was Al ſolus; 
*twas given afore the World (g): Tho? dearly Conditioul 
to Him with whom the Compact was made; yet pertedly 
Free and Abſolute to us; and therefore the adding of Condi- 
tions to after Promiſes, may not be taken as 1nvalidating 
that Firſt Promiſe, or as a Defeazance to it. It's a Sori 
Maxim, That the Covenant which was before confirmed of God in 
Chriſt, the Law (which was four hundred and thirty years afin) 
cannot diſanmul ;, that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none effett(h), 
The like may be ſaid of Promiſes made in Time; viz, That 
the Conditionality of Some, does not make void the Abſoluteneſs of 


Others. As the Law was to Chriſt, ſuch are Conditional Pro- | * you 
miſes to the Abſolute; They ſhew what we ſhould be and do; tun 
and, by Conſequence, that we can neither be nor do as wi (b). 


thould; and thence Infer to us, the Neceſſity of Divins 
Grace to undertake for us; and Then indeed, and not "tu 
Then, is the Frerneſs of Grace adorable, which pronulſet 
Help in Terms of an abſolute Tenor. And accordiugly We 
tiad, that whatever is in one Scripture, made the Conditiond 


(e) Gen. 22. 12. (d) J. 3. 16. and 14. 6. (e) Mint 
5. 8. 2 Cor. 7. 1. (t) #lark 16. 16. Row. 8. I. 700. 10. 
ri. 1. 2. (h) Gol. 3. 17. 


Accoptan 
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xceptance with God, and Eternal Life; In other Scriptures . 
ſe very Conditions are Promiſed without Condition: 
me of which we have a Proſpect of in the following Pal- 
de; which being that of the Sanctuary, may well be al- 
yd to caſt it: Nor would it be once debated, if Men 


rites their Intereſt; For, Intereſt will not Lye, 

{ . 180 . N 

* Conditional Promiſes. Promiſes of the Condition. 

Pl; ys 

t wy, va ye, make you clean; Then will I ſprinkle clean 
Meg % do Evil; learn to do Water upon you, and ye ſhall 
| Hoy We): Come now, and le; is be clean: From all your'Fil- 


haſon together, and "_" thineſs will Icleanſe you (&k). 
7 


whon Why Sins de as Scarlet, I will forgive your Iniqui- 
„ be white as Snow (i). ty; and your Sin I will re- 
E. member no more (1)... 

2 e- Report and turn; 2 I vill put a new Spirit with- 
| uno i hall not be your Ruin (m); in you (o). A new Heart alſo 
» doth e yore 2 new Heart, and a will Igive you; and anew Spi- 
omi, Hir it (n). rit will I put within you (p). 
ſolu; | ; 


[tional i Her, and your Soul ſpall Thou ſhalt return, and o- 
Tear (4). F thou ny = the bey the Voice of the Lord 
4 nd thy God, thou ſhalt ud (5). They ſhall return unto 
dating if thou ſeek Him with Me with their whole Heart 
4 y whole Heart (r). (t. Lam found of them thut 
TT a me not (u), - 


; after) Den ſpall we know, if we hou ſhalt call Me, My 


e on to know the Lord Father, and ſhalt not turn 

. The. frrom Me ()). NU 

neſs of Crcumciſe therefore the fore- The Lord thy God will 

al Prod" of your Heart (2). Circumeiſe thine Heart (a). 

nd do; 265 O backſliding Chil- 7. ow heal their Back{li- 
Vl ASI ngs (c). 7 

Piri F ye be willing and obedi- 15 People ſhall be wil- 

ot "tl: ye Hall eat the good of the ling Ze). I will cauſe you to 

miſeti (4). walk in my Statutes ( ), 

gls ” 


(1) Iſa. 1. 16, —-18. (K) Ezek. 36. 25. (I) Fer. 31. 34. 
hn) Ezek. 18. 30. (n) 1 . GS Exck It. 19. (p) Fal. 
26. (q) Iſa. 55. 3. (r) Deut. 4. 29. (5) Dent. 30. 8. 
Jr. 24. 7. (u) Iſa. 65. 1. (x) Hof. 6. 3. (y) Jer. 3. 19. 
Deut. 10. 16. (a) Deut. 30. 6. (b) Fer. 3. 14. (C) Hef. ta. 4. 
tar 6) Iſa. 1. 19. (Hal. 119. 3. (f) Ack. 30. 25. Eil. 15 
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Conditional Promiſes. Promiſes of the Conditith, 


T will yet for this be en- I will pour upon the Heber) th: 
uired by for. Houſe of of David, the Spirit of G - 
Trae! (8). and Supplications (þ), 
He that endureth unto the They ſhall not depart fig 
End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved (i). me (k). Who ſhall confi 
you unto the End (1). 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe many exceedmg Great and Preti 
Promiſes, by which we are made Partakers of the Divine N 
ture (m): And if duely couſiderd, would much condy 
© Eſtabliſh * _ Truth, — ger = _ te 
tee giving o ings pertaining to Life neſt (1 
And this,” nothing plains Contradicts, than — x ue LL 
the Diſpenſements of Grace, to depend on the Wills A Nui 
Improvements of Natural Men : To exclude which, is a m 
cipal Scope of Abſolute Promiſes, that uo fleſh ſhould GlwſWon for 
in His Preſence (q); Since it i God that worketh all in i | 
both 10 Vill and to do; and That of Hu own good es; 
ſure (p). to 
There are yet, divers Things alledged againſt this Dt 
cri ne; which the Holy Scriptures, with Reaſons dum 
from thence, and ſantfied Experience, do afford a plenti- 
ful Barr and Anſwer to: And this Service they have don 


us, to bring ſome Things to mind (before omitted) which The 
Tay yore to the further Clearing and Confirmation of the 59 
rut . | Im 


her do, 
Obj. All Men Univerſally, (Others as well ds thoſe you call , The; 


* 
. 


ea) are endued with Means ſufficient for Salvation. bey Wi 


xe the ſ 
Anſw. Tt ſhall be far from us to leſſen the Means afforded 

to any; or their Sin in not living up to what they have 
They have All Means to be better than they are; And yet vi 
cannot aſſent, That all Men Now (ſince the Fall) have tit 
Sufficiency alledged: For, Of all the reſt, the Name of 
Chriſt, and Faith in Him, muſt not be excluded; But thel 
all Men have not. In a great Part of the World Chriſt Me v 
not ſo much as Named; and how ſball they believe in Hin M (y 

(g) Ezek. 36. 37. (h) Zech. 12. 10. (i) Mat. 24. 17 
(k) Jer. 32. 40. (1) 1 Cor. 1. 8. Jer. 3.10. (m) 2 Pet. 1. 

(u) Fer, 3. % 1 Cor. 1. 29. (p) 1 Cr. 12. 6. Mil. 2. 13. 
„ 


hon 


hom they have not heard (d)? And where the Goſpel is, 4 
ſen have mot Faith (r). For Men to believe (or fancy ra- 
her) that Come Excellent Perſon hath 8 an Atone- 
ent, to keep off Vengeance from 5 en, (as ſome 
) is not ito Believe on;the Name of the Son of God; 
+ 6. Mat rather to Erect an Altar to an unknown Deity, and to 
"MW 0:ſhip they knuw not what. Our Saviour tells the Jews, 
who knew that Meſſinh cometh) I ye believe not that by am 
He} ye ſhall die in our Sins (). For other Reaſons alſo, we 
annot admit the Objection. 1. Becauſe it ſets Mau in the 
me State Now, as Before the Fall; Then, indeed, they had 
eien y to retain their preſent State; But ever ſince, Al 

e born Children of Wrath, and Enemies to God. 2. Be- 
c the Objection, while it ſeems to Magnifie Common Grace, 
t Nullifies ' the Special; as af God no more regarded His 

i Elect, than other Men.” 3. Becauſe it lays a Founda- 


! in Men from Above; the Betterneſs of any muſt be from them- 
ves; Men muſt make themſelves to differ; which is con- 

* — — ſince the ＋ 2 — can have * — 
me upon Subjects alike ifi 34. Becauſe the 
cripture ſpeaks expreſly the coll ; and that of thoſe 
plenti-bo had the likelieſt Sufficiency of any others; and yet 
7e done bey could n2t Believe (t) And of Believers themſelves, 
) which t They cannot think (u) And of Chiitt's own Diſciples, 
2 of tuch, ot all Believers, had the higheſt Means;) That without 
in they can do nothing (x): And if fuch as Theſe cau nei- 
her do, nor think, where's the Sufficiency boaſted of? You 
ky, They have Power to Believe, if they Will: Not fo, but if 
hey Will, they have Power. Power and Vill, in this Matter, 
ſe the ſame thing variouſly expreſs d: It's. common to ſay 
e cannot, when nothing is wanting but Vill. And; tor 
Inver to Will, (if ſuch a thing could be) without a Will 
Lput that Power into Act; it would ſignifie no more than 
Arm without Strength; (which makes a ſhew, but can 
nothing) like the Feet and Ankle-bones of him that was 
era 4 Cripple. But is not that a deplorable kind of Suffi- 
which leaves without Hope, and without God in the 
ny)? and yet, ſuch is the State of a very great part ot 


— — — — 


. 1. % Kom. 10. 14. (r) 2 Thefſ. 3. 2. (0 Job. 8. 24. (t) Fob. 12. 
75 'S () 2 Cor. 3. 5. (x) hn 15. 5. (Y) Epb. 2. 12, 5 
whon P TY Mankind 
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hon for 2 For, if all have but the ſame Means 
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210 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Mankind. Yowll fay, yerbaps, They had a Sufficiency, k 
by mituſage they loſt it: And can there be a more paly; 


ble Inilance of a thing's Inſufficiency, than its inability i Ob): 
pre{erve it ſelt's and the general ſucceſsleſsneſs of it? hu Ce. 
Means may be proper enough, and in their kind ſufficien 
towards the Production ot ſuch an Event; and yet th 1 
chi 


Event never ſucceed, for want of — Ie which al 
was requiſite for it. Some of the Jews, by the evident Tel 
monies of Chriſt's Divinity, were convinc'd that He im 10 
the Aieſſah; but it came not up to à perfect Work; they & 
wot confeſs Him (z); and this becauſe the Arm of the Lord y 
21 1ecealed to them (4); that is (as Moſes ſpeaks) The L 
han not 2rcen them an heart. to underſtand (b). Planting a 
Is ateiu are proper and ſufficient in their Kind, as Meansg 


Secondary Cauſes: but nothing as to Increaſe,without a Bly males 


tins em God, Who could Reaſon more ſtrongly than Fi Twer 
Or (peak more Eloquently than Apollos? and yet the ſuc . 


oi their Miniſtry was, as God gave to every Man (c): It i 
that worketh both I ill and Deed (d): It He that openeth the 
tn Diſcipline (e), and Sealeth Inſtruction (F): When His hand 
iet to, then *tis Authentick and Powerful, and not before. 
this, thuſe ancient Jews are a down-right Inſtance : I 
hd Mews of being Purged, and yet were not Purged (f 
But atterwards, the Lord takes the Work into His own h 
/ will frinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; fron 
our i, aud fiem all your Idols will I cleanſe you; 
Aew hent alſo will T gice you, and cauſe you to walk in my} 
% (h) : By which it appears, that the Lord will noto 
„lord them Means, as atore-time, and leave the Impr 
ment thereot to themſelves ; for, That He ſaw would 
do: Butt Now, He will take the whole upon Himſelf © ) 
to exempt them from their Duty, but enable them! 
it : Adding alſo His own Divine Power to make the Me: 
Effeiual ; us is plainly implied in that of the Prophet 
, I will bring it Health and Cure, and I will cure then 
that is, He would give them an honeſt and good Heart, u. 
fall lying forth Frant to Nufed ion (k). Theſe are the M 
Proper and ſufficient for Salvation; and leſs than this? 
not do. | 


—— — — — 


— — 
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Lois: | = ch) Erck. 36. 2 ** 


28. (1) Jer. 33. G. (&) Luk. 8. I 
(bi. / 


of Effeflual Calling. 211 


Obj. They Zave as Full a ſufficiency as is meet and Juſt for 
God to give. 


hc! ; 4 5 

et * 4 . x. Is it meet and juſt to do good? Why not then 
ch ae chiefeſt good that Men are capable of; which is, to 
» lee their Hearts perfectly turned to God, and United to 
He um for ever? 2. The Objection attributes more to Man, 
they the Buſineſs of bis Salvation, than to God : For; if all 
ut God can juſt or meetly do in Order thereto, vill not 
be Ie him, without ſomething done by hiniſelf, which God is 
2 the Doer of; then Man will be reckon'd Chief Agent in 


de Work; and fo, the Axe will boaſt it ſelf againſt him that 
males it (I). Suppoſe à Plaiſter or Medicine to he made 

Twenty Ingredients ; and one of them to be of that So- 
zragn Vertue, as to influence all the reſt; all which, if that 
wanting, will but Ulcerate the Wound, or heighten the 
ſterper ; that One muſt be counted the Principal; , 3; It 


hau not to be ſuppoſed, that the Great and Onely Wiſe God 
for. ould ſet up 2 Creature whoſe Will He cannot juſtly and 
I retly over-rule, eſpecially in things requiſite to the very 


ad tor which he was made: Nor, that He thould mike him 
nh ſuch an End, as that any thing conducible thereto, may 
t meetly and juſtly be done, in order to its Accomplih- 
ent. 4. It would not anſwer the End of Chriſt's recetv- 


oo oe” Gifts for Men; yea, tor the Rebeliiow:; To bring in 
Wy hom, all Power was given to. Him. Suppoſz a General 
mpre would take in the leſſer Forts Of revolted City; but leave 
11d Fort Royal, which Commands all the reſt, in the Ene- 
f : hand: Shall he tell his Prince, They would not yield 3 
hem that, being Men of Reaton, he thought it not fair to 
e Me” them? Would this be a fur Accompt of His Expe di- 
phet on? I tro not; for it would be to ſay, in effect, that he 
them| d not reduce them becauſe they were Rebels. 5. It cannot 
rt, v Rightegus or Meet for Men to affirm, nor tor the Ho- 


our of Soveraign Majeſty to admit, that the Creature's 
Vill ſhould limit, divert, or fruſtrate, the Will and Intent 
If the Creator. Shall it be at the Will of one Poſſeſs'd, whe- 
ber Or no the Devil ſhall be caſt out? Shall every baſe and 
til Luſt have a Negative Vote to that which has pais'd 
i Trinity's Fiat? It wa, Religioufly ſaid of one, I will 


— — m — y—— — — 
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t hive him for my God, that hath not P,wer over my I ill. And nymer 
lastly, Suppoſe a Man craz'd in his Head; and you inteni ae o 
him an Honour or Office, which he never will be capable of eiou 
without the tull uſe of his Reaſons Is it not meeter, and dot lars 
it not argue an higher degree of Love, Prudence and Ju Wyſe ou. 
itice, to Cure his Diſtempet, though in a way contrary t Much as 
his preſent Mind; thin to wait his Complying with you Pror 
Preſcriztions, which (as he is) he'Il never underſtand? Au ens 

what hinders, but that God may do ſo by His People; ewe HH a 
vive them un Heart to know Him, and to fear Him for ere an! 
Save only that this Boggy Principle of Humane Liberty villa it: 
not comport with it ? | | E408 xl caut 


: de mY . us 2 
Obj. But if a Sufficiency of Means to Repent and Believe, | 
nat afforded to Al, how ſhall God be Juſt in Puniſting | ch to 


* an Conſtri 
Nevleds f it God 
Anſw. The Juſtice of God will not need our Salving This 
eſpcctally by a Balm of our making: Whether He judge b a ch 
juitifie, He is ſuſt in what He doth; though pitrblind ReMaitati 
ſon ſees not How, His Judgments are a great Deep; Mi, 
to be fathomed ty Humane Comprehenſion. . In ſoundii ne fr 
at Sea, will it follow, That there's no Bottom, becauſe yolſthe 1a1 
Line will not Reach it ? God dealt not ſo (in refpet Mithin 
Means) with any Nation as with Iſrael; And the Men goinWhis Ph 
with Paul to Damaſcus, The Lord would not give them toſi to ha 


His Face, nor to hear His Voice; both which He vouchſiiWk Mea; 


to Prul; and yet He needs no Vindication or Apology, ie tus fe 
puniſhing their Unbelief: They that have ſinned without Liiffd ox Rx 
al periſh without Law, Rom. 2. 12. Beſides, Men are juſſiromif 
obnotious to Puniſhment, for neglecting, or not 1mprovifuld be 
the Means they have; albeit thoſe Means, when made tWuſclf i 
beſt ot, that Nature can, will not ſave them: They are u mig} 
niſhable tor not Feeding and not Cloathing; and yet, Wlineſs, 
doing theſe, Men are not Juſtified. The leaſt Tranſgreliunſt an 
tws open to Wrath; and we cannot, by keeping fofent in 


Commands, compenſate the Breach of Others. Many! 


Obj. Where it 15-ſaid, I will write my Law in their Hear E * 
aud cauſe them to walk in my Statutes, c. There n * | 
more intended ty it, but the Giving of Things or Mey. wat 

Prof er ic ſuch an End. *R 5 : 


nſw. Tf one Obliged to ſave your Life, ſhould tin Wins 
Expound his Engagement; you would not think ky 90 47 
ln 
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zyment 3 nor that he had dealt faithfully with you. The 


AngFpyment 
knſe objetted cannot be the Mind and Limit of that moſt 


unten 


ble ofucious Promiſe; For, 1, The Promiſe muſt be as broad 
i dot large as the Precept: It would elſe be too ſhort to re- 
d jute our Confidence in. If then, the Precept intends as 
ary tuch as the words of it do literally import, Then alſo doth 
h your Promiſe : But the Precept not only requires a uſing the 
? Au eins that tend to the Duty enjoyned, but the Pertect, 


tual Performance of the Duty it ſelf, both as to Mat- 
rand Form; Therefore doth likewiſe the Promiſe : And 
en it: will follow, that to write the Law in the Heart, 
yu cauſe us to walk, &c. is more than a Means; It is the 
wg it ſelf. 2. That Doctrine is hardly beſtead, and not 
wh to be credited; which, for its ſupport, mult put ſuch 
Conſtruction on the higheſt and moſt abſolute Promiſes 
it God hath made, as would render them weak and ttuit- 


; eve 
Ir ever 
ty v1 


lieve,! 


bing f 


alvin Things. 3. Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, That 
udge ih a thing He will do; for Men to put in Conditions or 
nd NWaitations, is to raze or interline a Record; which is 4 
3 MN a# And how He will deal with thoſe who ad 70, 


ound take Frou, the words of His Prophecy, you have recorded 
aſe voi the Lalt Chapter of His Book : (It's ill trifling with Sa- 
:fpet Wl things.) 4. A Phyſician that undertakes to cure a Man 
en gol his Phrenfie, and to keep him in his right Mind; is not 
em toll to have done his Work, or made good His Word (what- 
uch(iik Means have been applied to him,) if the Patient contt- 
oz), Wt iis former Diſtraction, or Relapſe into it. 5. There is no 
out La or Reaſon, why the Lord ſhould Promiſe, or make ſhew 
are jul kromiſing, More than He intends to Perform: (tor, that 
nproviuld be as a broken Staff) Or, Why He ſhould expreſs 
made 


inſelf in Terms of a fuller or more abſolute Engagement, 
uu might in all Points conſiſt with His Wiſdom, 3 
lineſs, c. 6. Laſtly, The Objection is further excepted 
unſt and rejected, not only as it makes Man the chict 
ent in his own Salvation; but as denying That God 
h any thing more for them that are Saved, than for thera 
t Periſh, If Men make themſelves to differ, the Goſpel- 


y are | 
d yet, 
1ſprelll 
ing 10 


+ Hear 
There % 


or Mel matter both of Wonder and Grief, to ſee how induſtri- 


ly witty Come Men are, to enervate the Promiſes of 
I; as if they could not accept of Salvation, unleſs their 
Huld tFa Wills may ſtand Partners with His Grace. 

« it ge | 


Payn P 3 Obj. But, 


> een tr a wr — — 6. 


ben of Magnifying Grace, is daſh'd at unce. And truly, 
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Obj. But, n it not ſaid, To him that hath ſhall be given (a) 
i. e. He that uſes Common Grate well, ſhalt have Special? 


Anſw. 1. If that Gracious Promiſe of wnting the Law 1 
our Hearts, intend only the affording of Means, (which y 
but Common Grace) whert ſhall we find a Promiſe of the &. 
£321? The well'uhng of Common Grace, is indeed a Duty in 
cumbeut upon all; but is no way Meriting, or moving G0 
to beſtow the Syecial He is above all Humane Motives; an 
is not wrought upon by them, as Men are. This is ſeenb 
Paul, whom Stecial Grace took hold upon, even while int 
heat of nuſuſing that which is Common : There was no ſpace 
time between his being a Perſecutor,and his obtaining Mero 
2. What Proportion is there, in value, between an handtul 
Clay and a IJalent of Geld ? Infinitely more is the Diſyr 

ort ion between the Grace of Faith, and al that a Natu 

lan can do for the obtaining of it: They that are in the Fl 
cannot pleaſe God (c). 3. Whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin 
but a Man's Sin cannot be 2 Motive for his Good : To ple 
your Improvements, is to make your filthy Rags an Arg 
VEAL why God ſhould accept you. Remember the Conditut 

& was in, that proffer'd Money tor the Gift of the Hol 
Ghoſt(q): Improvements tor Faith, is no better. 4. It vod 
not become the Wiſdom, Power, or Grace of God, to hull 
on a Foundation made ready to His hand: He needs it not 
wor will it ſort with His Deſign; which is to have His Gra 
HAcknowledged the Alpha and Omega of Men's Salvation 
Liſtly, A Vill to improve is as much from God as the Thi 
to be improve]: A Alan can receive nothing, except it he giv 
bim from above (c) The thing gwen, and Power to receive 0 
improve it, are both from Thence : And things from Abor 
are not fetchd down by Men; but they Come down when an 
upon whom the Father of Lights pleaſeth (f). 


Obj. Men are commanded tomake them a New Heart (g); wh. 
bas an Ability ſo to do For, how can it be Juit 
require things impoſſble z, And that under ſo ſevere a fend 


Axſir. Whatever is implied in the Command, ſuch Ali: 


— om eres a 


(a) datth, 25. 29. (b) 'S 4 im, T, 1 . with Ats 9. 4. 556 
(f) Im. 1-17 


gallons 


(:) Kom, 8. 8. (d) 448 8. 18, 19, (e) Job 3. 27; 
(5) Eck. 18. 1 heb i (©) Job 3. 27. 
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gtions do ſurely imply, that the Framers of them arg much 
nacquainted with the Scriptures, or extreamly rath in draw- 
ven (a) Ming Concluſions from them. There are Reatons chough 
cal? Hand holy Ends, which do juſtly Warraut ſuch Commands, 
without ſuppoſing thoſe to whom they are given, Able Now 
Luv ii to pertorm them: As, 1. Perhaps the Lord (peaks it Je- 
which ff cally ; deriding their vain Conſidence, as Elj did the 
the e Prieſts of Baal, when he bids them, G y aloud, for he 1s a 
Duty M64 (h): Will you hence infer, That Baal was a God ? Or, 
ng Lol that Idols can thew things to come, becauſe the Lord bids 
ue them do it, therchy to Evidence their Godhead (7) 5 Or, 
ſeen H that Adan had advantaged himſelf by his Fall, becautz the 
e in M Lord ſays, The Alan is become like One of ws (K);; The lik 
furm of Speech is ſometime uſed concerning Babylon 5 Talks 
fer Balm for ber Pain, ſo be ſbe may be healed ; even then when 
ndtul of Hs device was to deſtroy her (I). So here, as upbruding thoute 
Diſyrol carnal Jews with their tond Opinion of Self-/ufficicucy, 15 c:- 
Natura bn of Vill, and Power to do great Matters; Make ou a New 
the F Heart, for why will ye dic ? 4. d. You know that the End or 
18 Su theſe things is Death; you pretend to an high pitch o Abi 
0 ple; lty; That Men may be as Good as they will, and Lura whit 
2 Am they pleaſe; and yet you go on in an Evil Way: It ve can 
ndt make you a New Heart, do it; Why will ye, by negle-tins 
e Hog fo eafiea Matter, fall under a Sentence of Death 5 2. To let 
t would Men know, God hath not lest His Right of Command, 
0 bull tho? they have loſt their Power of Obeying 5 Time was whe: 
it no they had it, and Power to keep it; But having lot it, Go! 
5G not bound to Reſtore it; nor unpiſt in Puniſung tot 
vation Neglects which ariſe from the want of it. It is Mau's Hut; 
e Thug To /eck after God, though it be a | Peradientnie] whether the 
ſhall fund him or Not (m). z. Hereby to convince then, 
ee 088 what was that One thing Neceifary , biz. the Chinge vt 
Abor Heart; as without which, all Labour is ſpent in vain up- 
on them; as in the Parable of the Sower. Ihe Roo! mult 
be holy before the Fruit; Grapes will not grow ug on Thorns : 
nor the Stony, Thorny , or 7g: nnd bring tort: 


; 1. to perfection (%: When Ephraim was Twincd, then he K 
Juli pented, and not before (o). 4. That being couv ined of th, 
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Alle (h) 1 Ring. 18. 27. (1) IV. 41. 23. (K) Gen. EIT; 1 | 7e, 
05 8, with Ch, 50. (m) dits 17. 27. (n) Luke 3. 12. 

e) „. 31. 19. 

b. | P 4 Necelſlit, 

1015 


— 


— — . ³¹ wm ¹¹ ˙... . ̃ T COVE 


„ r "— 


- NY 


— — — ——— * — — — — — 
Z —— — 
— — — — 


— — 


— — — — 


 _m _ ä — — —ä—— ſ— — 


216 A Practical Diſcourſe 


Neceſſity of ſuch a Change, and finding their own Endez- Arſw 
vours wholly Ineffectual, (as Par! did) (Y); They might ſee fe NM 
alſo, the Neceſlity of Free Grace, and of the Divine Power, I tere 
to do it for them; and ſo, have their Eyes turn'd off from Ine Lc 
themſelves, aud drawn thitherwards, even towards thoſe fore-ap! 
Hills of Strength; which the Church had an Eye to when 
they prayed, Turn thou me, and I ſpall be Turned (q). 5. If the 
giving a Command from God,inters in Men a Power to Obey; 
then it will follow, That Men have Power to keep the whole 
Law ; and that without turning aſide to the Right hand or 
to the Left; and to make themſelves holy as God is Holy; 
tor Theſe are Commanded (r). But, 6. That the Lord intends 
not ſuch a Concluſion ſhould be made upon His Command, ud yet 
appears from the 17th Fey. ver. 1. The Sin of Judah is written 
with a Pen of Iron, and with the point of a Diamond; Graxen on 
the Table of their Heart; i. e. So, as not to be blotted out by 
Humme Wit or Strength: And therefore, 7. He tells them 


expreſly, It is as impoſſible for them to make themſelves a * 
New Heart, as for the Ethiopian to change his Skin (s) : For, obi. 
* can bring a Clean thing out of an Unclean (t)? They that ” s 
Sanctiſie themſelves, aud they that offer Swines fleſb, Hall both e | 


conſumed together, Iſa. 66. 17. 


Obj. Why then are Men enjoyn's attendance on the Means, i 
there be fo little mthem? no ded: s 


Anſw. If there were no other Reaſon or End, this were 
enough, That God hath Commanded it; That binds us to uſe the bete ar 
Means, though not the Means to Effect the thing it is uſedWetiona 
for: Nor is the Means ſo much to be conſider d, as Gods lich h 
Inſtitution arid Appointment; Nor the Uſe thereof to be pi 


Reftcd on, but the Grace and Power of God giving influ-Fants a 
ence thereto 3 Who Himſelf is not bound to Means or Me-FAin C 
thod : Ordinarily He is found in His own Way; and out oft any 
it we are not to look for Him. | us NI. 
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Obj. But, To what End is the Gofpel preached in Terms Uni- 
derſal, and Univerſally to Al; if ſome Particular and De- 
termuate Perſons ouly can Receive it? = 


— 1 


(y) Aon. 7. 8, 9, 23. ()) Jer. 31. 18. (r) Deut. 3. 32+ ch 
2 Fets J. 15. (5) Jer. 13. 23. (t) Job 14. 4+ ) Rem. 
| Anſw. The 


— ' 
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dea- An. The Councel of God concerning Elettion is ſe2ret ; 
t ſee ne Miniſter knows not who are the Object, of it ; and 
wer, ¶ therefore muſt Preach to All, according to bis Commiſſion. 
Tom W The Lord deals in this, as in the Matter of Lots: Sal was 
hoſe Wfore-appointed to be King; yet all 1ſrae! muſt cums toge- 

ther, and Lots muſt be caſt on the whole Nation, as it the 
ferſon were yet undeſigned (u.). The falling ot the Lot was 
wholly Contingent, as to Men; Another might have been 
ken as well as he it fell upon: But, the Lord diſpoſe it, 
ud caſts it on the right Perſon (x). So, touching the Goſ- 
El, It is ſent to a Place where (perhaps) but one, or very 
t Elc& Perſons are, and thoſe only ſhall be taken by it; 
ud yet it muſt be Publiſhed to the whole City promiſcu- 
wily : But, the Haly Ghoilt, Who kuoweth the deep ihings Cd, 
kings it to the Hearts of thoſe for whom it is prepared, and 


pr ere it fixeth: Which the Jaylor, Lydia, and other Exam- 
 CnemBls make evident. | | 

lves a | | 

2 * Obj. Man u a Rational Creature, and accordingly to de pro- 
4 A. ceeded wich: But thu Way aud Manner of Converfion deſtroys 


all Freedom of Vill; and makes Couvwſion a Compulſcry thing, 


Anſw. The Will cannot be forced: The Man be for- 
RES to AT againft his Will; but not to Vill againſt his Will: 
r He my Will that to Day, which yeſterday he Willed oz - 
ut this Change is ſo far from being an Infringement, that 


s were s rather an Effect and Demonftration of his Freedom, 
uſe the dere are three Sorts of Compulſion, Violent, Natural, and 
is uſedWetional. 1. Violent; when a Man is conſtrain'd do do that 
Gods ch his Vill is oppoſite to: Thus the Hraelites, to ſerve the 
F to bebtian:, and to go into Captivity : So allo Pi! and othet 
 influ-MWants are led captive to That they would not Oe But the 


in Converſion, comes not under this Kind of Conſtraint, 
br any Thing like it. 2. There is a Natura! Compultion; 
us Nſen and other Creatures are compelled to Eat, Drink, 
ep and Breathe; there needs no violent Hand to impoſe 
„ nor Arguments to perſwade to it; they do it by Inſtin:t, 
ch God hath endued them with, tor their own Conſerva- 
on: This Kind of Compulſion is 223 to the Soul Con- 
erted, in reference to a Spiritual Life and Actions. 3. There 
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is alſo 2 Rational Compulſion, which is neareſt the Cafe in 
Hand: This is, when the Underſtanding and Judgment are 
convinced of the Goodneſs, Neceſſity, or Expediency of 2 
Thing; which before he judged otherwiſe of. For this, ſeg 
the P;2digal's Reafons for returning to his Father (2), and 
the Lepers for going to the Syrians Camp (a): Their Rea- 
ſon told them, It was better to where there was Hope, 
than tarry where there was None. See alſo the Arguments 
for the Saints living to Chriſt; the Love of Chriſt conſtrains 
them; They cannot but to judge, viz. That if Chriſt died 
tor them, they are bound to live to Him (5); yet no Breach 
ot their Liberty; albeit, that other while they were other- 
wiſe minded, POE * 

The firſt of theſe, (viz. that which is violent) our Do- 
ctrine hath nothing to do with: It is true, There is a dran- 
ing in Converſion ; and there would be no Converſion with- 
out it; No Man can come to Chrift except' he be drawn (c). 
Which drawing implies an Averſeneſs, or, at leaſt, a Di/- 
ability in him that-1s Drawn; and conſequently, a Kind of 
Force or Extrinſecal Power, put forth upon him. But let me 
ſay, It is ſuch a Forte, às the enlightened Soul moſt gladly 


ſubjects it ſelt unto; and would not be ftom under the Po 


er and bleſſed Influence; of it, for a World. Let it there- 
tore be obſerv'd How, the Father draws; It is in the moſt 
ny and kindly. Way that can be concety!d; He draws 

y Teaching (d): Not as Gideon taught the Men of Succoth (e); 
Nor as the Taſk-Maſters drew the People to their Bur- 
dens (F): But as Jacob was drawn into Egypt ; who need 
not be forced to diſlodge and remove his Tent, when he found 
lumſelt Currounded with Famine, and heard there was Corn 
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(2) Lake 13.17. (4) 2 Kings 1 


83 John 6. 44. (d) Ver. 45. (e) Judg. : 16. (f) Ecod. 5. ic. 
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God alone is all its Bleſſedneſs; and that vet it cannot pul- 
ſibly com at him, but as dry'd Stubble to a Devouring 
Flame: And yet again, It he comes not, he dyes in the Place 
where he is, and muſt dwell with Everlaſting Burnings; and 
withal hears of a Aſediator, who came from Heaven to ſave 
ſuch as himſelf is; and who caſts out None that come to 
Him; and by whom he may come to God bath (ately and 
acceptably ; There will need no violent Hand on the Will; 
Even Love to Himſelf makes the Soul Wings. There is, in 
deed, à violent (or rather, Almighty) Conſtraint and cait- 
ing out of him that did Uturp upon the Will, and Pervert it, 
by deluding the Underſtanding with talſeGloſtes and Carnal 
Reaſonings ; which being diſpelled by the true Light's ſhin- 
ing, the Will falls in with it, and follows with perfect Free- 
dom. Chriſt ofter'd no Violence to the Jan, when he ciſt 
out the Legion; but thereby reſtor'd hun to his proper Free- 
dom: For we preſently find him at Jeſus feet cloathed, and in 
bis right Mind (bh); defiring Now to dwell with Him, the 
Sight of whom, before, was a' Torment to him: Here, no 
Man will Gay, the Patient was wrong'd, tho' his Will was 


moſgd; if any do, there's Cauſe to enquire, Whether him- - 


lelf be yet in his right Mind. When the Faculties are put 
in Order by Renovation, the Underſtanding is the Spirit of 
the Will; which therefore looks and goes the fame Way as 
of Courſe, as the Wheels did after the living Creatures (i), 
without any foreign or violent Conſttaint: It hath Now a 
Spring within it, by which it is moved and guided (it elt 
being alſo renewed and ſanctified) according to this renew- 
ed Light: As a Needle that is rightly touch'd, needs not 
be forc'd to look towards the Pole; It will doit by Sympa- 
thy: If the Eye be ſingle, the whole Body us full of Light (X. 

But ſuppoſe the Thing objected to be true; (namely, That 
in Converſion, the Will ſuftereth Violence;) It no Way de- 
erves to be ſtyled Cruel or Jyrannical, as ſome (extreamly 
tender in Nature's Concerns) do preſume to ſpeak; Nor, in- 
deed, to be complained of in the leaſt; Since.the Teudency 
and Iſſue thereof is an Infinite gaod. What Father woutd 
not croſs the Will of his Chill; rather than ſee him deftroy'd 
by his fool-hardineſs? Shall Parents, as it were, force their 
Children's Will for their good, and be blameleſs? and ſhall 
not much more the Father of Spirits that we may live (1)? 


(o) Luk, 8.35. (i) Esch. t. 19. (K) Math C. 28. oF ON 
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Was it not a Mercy to Feremy, that the Word of the Lord was 
as fire in hu bones, that he could not forbear ſpeaking (m); ta- 
ther than be Contounded for holding his Peace? How much 
better is it to enter into Life halt or maimed, than go iiito 
Hell with a whole Skin! I hope there is none ſo much be- 
lides themſelves as to judge otherwiſe of it; Or Complain 
of their being Compelld to go to Heaven, though it were 
by a Whirlwind and Chariot of Fire. At fit, 1 grant, 
*t1s pure Neceſſity drives to Chriſt 3 but Afterwards, His 
Perſonal Excellency and Lovelineſs conſtrain to abide with 
Him; (A Sweet and Bleſſed Compulſion!) And now you 
would not leave Him again, altho' the firſt Neceſlity of 
your going to Him were quite at an End: But ſtill we (ay, 
as before, That the Will is not Violated, but Changed; aud 
that in a due and orderly Way, by. being made ſubject to an 
enlightned Underſtanding; Than which there is nothing 
more Pleaſant and Natural to it. 


. Differences, 


The Inferences from this Doctrine, I reduce to Two Sorts; 
1. Cautionary, to prevent the Miſuſmg ſo Great a Truth: 
2. Directive, to draw forth ſome of the Spirits of it into Pra- 
dice: And of thele, Intermixedly and Briefly, though ca- 
pable of much Enlargement. In General; Take Notice, 
That the Scope and Deſign of the Doctrine, is not to foiter 
Remiſueſs in Duty Nor to Cuuntenance a Stupid ar Carnal 
Quiet: But, to ſet forth the Fulneſs, Freeneſs, and Preva- 
lent Efficacy of Divine Grace; with the Creature's Nothing- 
neſs (as to any conſiderable Act) in this Matter. More par- 
ticularly ; | | 


Afer. I. Preſume not your ſelf Intereſſed in the Promiſe 
of Eternal Life, until you find in your (elf thoſe Neceſſary 
Evidential Qualifications of Faith and Regeneration: Or at 
leaſt, a truly earneſt and reſtleſs Purſuit after them; I wil 
wot let Thee go except thou bleſs me, Gen. 32. 26, 


Fefer. II. Let not the Means be deſpiſed, or lightly regard- 
ed, becauſe of themſelves not Sufficient to Save. M here 
the Means are, the Lord expects that Men ſhould uſe them; 
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ind we read not of any ſaved without, where they might 
le bad,” 


Tifer. III. Let no Man fit till in the Wilful or Careleſs 
Neglect of his Duty; pretending, that it Ele&ed be ſhall ſure- 
ly be Saved; if not, all he can do will not help him, Such 
3 Diſpofition argues 4 great Height of Pride, or Sullenneſs 
of Spirit, and Enmity againſt God: Fly from it, as from 
Hell; for 'tis truly that Death which Hell follows after: 
As on the contrary, ye can hardly have a more hopeful 
Symptom. of your State, than a ſerious AttendanceuponGud 
in His Way. And in 3 know your Election, begin 
at the Right End; Give all 3 to make your Calli 
ſue; and the Certainty of your Election will fall in upon it. 

Infer. IV. Take Notice, from the Import and Tenor of 
the contrary Doctrine, what ſtanding Need and Uſetulneſs 
there is of thoſe often repeated Cautions, To Try the Spirit:; 
ſearch the Scriptures; Take heed how you hear; and not to be 
d by fair ſhews in the fleſh, The more ſmooth and pleaſin 
Notions are to the carnal Ear, the more to be ſuſpetted, an 
throughly examin'd before they paſs. Let the Dritt of the 
Law and Teſtimony determine the Queſtion; and that will 


tell you, thoſe Doctrines are not to be held guiltle(s, that 


cry up that Excellent Creature Man; with the Strength and 
Capacity of Natural Reaſon; the Sufficiency of Free- Will- 
Grace; Power of Improvement, (and truly I know not 
whatz for they are not after the Pattern of wholeſome 
Words) making Theſe the great Hinge whereon the Deſign 
(that glorious Deſign) ot Grace in Election, the Mediation of 
Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt's Operations, muſt all hang and 
move; yea, be fruſtrate too, and ↄome to nothing; excepr 
the Reaſon of Man will dethrone it ſelf}, aud ſubmit to that 
which it reckons Fooliſhneſs. Godlineſs w a Myſtery (n), and 3 

reat one; (it's a Spritual Myſtery ;) which it could not be 
fad to be, it Reaſon could Comprehend it. With all your 
Cue and Circumſpettion, fly from that dangerous Quick - 
ſand, which the Jews tunk into and periſhed 85 And how 
many in our Days, are in Danger of it! It bath (lain its 
Jhouſands, tor others ſingle Tens, As Preventive of this, | 
would put ins Thrertold Memorial : 


a = 
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(n) 1 Tim. 3. 16. (0) Rom. 9. 31, 32- 
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1. That there is a Specifick Difference between Moral Vir- 
tucs and Dive; or Holineſs of Truth. True Holincſs has all 
Morality in it; but all that is called Moral, may be without Terms, 
true Holineſs, nor will ever riſe to it; Sublimation does not flthem : 
vary the Kindz Holineſs muſt have a Root of its own, He {brahar 
that beſt knew the Nature of Things, and what may be made and, 4 
ot them, attrms it as Irrational to think otherwiſe, as to ankert 
expect Figs trom Thiſtles (p). That they proceed from leve- 
ral Heads, appears from their ſeveral Ends: What riſes from I nore 7 
the Divine Nature, directs its Courſe towards God, and ccr-f thine I 
ſes not until it arrive at Him; and what riſes in Self, Termi- the Da 
nates there z as 4 Circle,whereſoever it begins, there it ends, I Trin, 
tetch it never to far a Compaſs. Paul was a Moraliſt of nol; the i 
Ordinary Stze; his often quoting it, ſhews the Eſteem he #11 of 
once had of it: But, when it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in hin ion 
(9), he counts it all but dung (r); which he would not have Will's 
doe, had the New Creature ſprung out of the Old: But, 


1s of lu 
broke C 
have) 


tor 1t ; 


: but of 
thus fir he was, when he knew better Things, from his tor-M:;z noi 
mer Fondnets, and fo ſhall we. Think not, theretore, to ;1,,z1 
find in your (elves the Materials of Goſpel Holineſs; Or tu z. 1 
raiſe them out of the Duſt of your Natural Endowments: N Matte 
Which, tho' of good Uſe in their Place, will not bear offer Col 
the right Kind (5), 'till Headed by the Ingra ted Mord (t). eo. 
He that thinks to draw Saving Graces out of Natural Prin-W ill t} 


Ciples, does but ſpin out his Buwels to die in his own Web. WY; 

2. You may not think to obtain Special Grace, . 851 your N blind 
Improvement of that which is Common: He that does, 
Builds on 4 wrong Foundation, and is yet under a Covenant 


not vi 
ot W orks;under which no Man was ever Saved, ox ſhall be ſu). = 
This was the Caſe with thuſe who followed after the Law of Leger 
Rightcouſneſs, and did not attain to it: What was it that hin- ciples 
dere? They ſought it (as it were) by the Works of the Law (:I 


And vet the Gentiles, who ſought it not, atinur'd it (y). this, 1 
Wher: Note (by the Way) That thoſe who do not at all ſeck ,, .; ( 
atter Righteouſneſs and Lite, are as likely to ſpeed, as thoſe f % 0 
who ſeck it unduly; that is, by Works of their own. In vain ks 
is Salvation looked tor from the Hills of Natural Freedom, 

Free- Will-Grace, Humane Improvements, or whatever eli 


a — — —— — — 0 —— — — (Z) 
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() Au. 7. 16. (q) Gal. 1. 15. (r) Pil. 3. 8. (5) At. Hy 
t2.33. (t) Jam; 1,21, (u) Gal. 3. 0. Ron. 9. pr, 32. 
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ij of higheſt Eſteem with Men: None in uch Danger of being 
troke oft (that is, of lohng That they proteſs and feen to 
have) as "Lhuſe who are high-minded, who ſtand on their 
Terms, and will not yield without taking their Bat gage with 
them: It was the very ſame with thoſe Carnal Jews, He biie 
fbraham to our Father , Were never in Bondage ts ary Man (2); 
And, Are Me alſo Blmd (a)? It thy Catnal Heut hath been 
hankering that Way, and is now brought off, Bleſs the Lord 
tor it; Remember the Danger thou haſt eſcap'd, and come m2 
more There : And bear in thy Heart, as « Frontlet between 
tine Eyes, that good Word recorded in Zoremy, which fhews 
the Danger of making Fleſh thine Arm, and the Bleſſedneſs of 
Iriſt ing only in the LORD (/. And this, Þ verily think, 
z the Cauſe that ſome, who have made a fair Profeſlion, do 
fall off and wither; they make the Pronuſes of Grace Con- 
(tional, and the Efficacy ot them to deyer:d uyon their Free- 
Wills Diſpoſe, and treat them accordingly. Such Faith is 
but of Humane Extratt ; it is of Mz», and tberstore it comes 
to nought; whereas if it were of Gui, it cond 0! be Over- 
thravn (C). 

3. That Humane Wiſdom is no competent Judge in n. 
Matter. Ye may as well try Metals on a Brick- bat, cr judge 
et Colours by Moon- light, as of Spiritual Things by Natural 
Reaſon; they are above it, thu! not contrary to it; Nor 
vill the Clearneſs of Light without, help in this Cale; high- 
oon and Midnight are both alike to one that was burn 
blind; the Light of the Sun, it Seventold, would but more 
dazle the Sight that is not adapted for it. Divine Things are 
not viſible but by an Organ ſuitably diſpos'd; In the Wars 
of which, the Scripture it felt is too oft petwerted; al the 
Letter of it ſet up to obliterate its Meaning. The very 11. 
ciples of Chriſt knew not the Scriptures, but us He 040g 
ler Underſtanding (d), and {102 mito it: And nabled be 
%, they looked upon and handled the Word of Lite 4s 
ſuch (e) ; they beheld His Glo, the Glory as of the on 6.40tien 
Hu of the Father (f); when it the fame lime, the learned 
&ribes, with all thur Moral and Literal LEudow ments, flaw 
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(2) Job. 8. 33. ie 
ſe) A . 38. (4) 3: Job. 5. 22. With . „ $ui; i 
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no ſuch Thing; but counted Him a Deceiver, and one Dy. 
ſeſt (g). The Things of God knoweth 79 Man, but the Spirit 6 
God, and He to whom the Spirit will Reveal them: But, 
{ Natural | Man (while fuch receivet/ not the Things of th 
Spirit ch): They are [ Fooliſbneſs] to him () 3 Neither [can} 
know them, becauſe they are | Sprritually] diſcern d, and not Other- 
wiſr. But, he that 1 Spiritual (endued with Power trom on 
High (k), Judgeth all Things; yet be himſelf 1 "as of m 
Aan (I): No Unſpiritual Man underſtauds him, nor his Prin- 
ciples; It's a new Name which no Man knows but he that hat 
it (m). Hence they are called Unintellgible Notions ; ang 
what will this Babler ſay? when He Preached Jeſus, and the Re. 
ſurre@ion of the Dead (n). And for this Cauſe, the Apojy, 
itill prays for thoſe he writes unto, That God would give the 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, and enlighten the Eyes 
their Underjlanding (o): (Where note, that one of the great 
Things they were to diſcern, was, The Exceeding Greatneſ, of 
the Divine Power put forth in them that believe (p);) And, 
that they might abound in Knowledge, and in all Fudgment ; aul 
this, that they might approve Thmgs that are excellent (q); (or 
try Things that differ, as the Margin hath 1t.) So, tor the 
Coloſons; He ceaſed not to ap + for them, that they might be fil. 
led with the Knowledge of His Vill, in all Wiſdom and | Spiritual] 
Underſtanding (r). Which Scriptures plainly 1mport, that 
there is not in every Man this Knowledge; nor yet enough in 
the beſt : For, why thould he pray ſo ſolemnly for that which 
1s Conmon, or eaſily attain'd ? So then, Wiſdom is the Princi- 
pal Thing (5), and it muſt be Wiſdom from Above (t), with- 
out which the Mind is not good, nor capable of right Judg- 
ment, however garniſhed with Humane Habiliments: But, 
endued with ths, thoſe other will be Serviceable Hand- 
maids; I the Eye be ſingle, the whole Body ſhall be full 
vi Light. Thoſe lefſer Lights are yet of Uſe, and may ſerveto 
Kule the Night, (which they were made for) but when the 
Uay-ſtar is up, they vaniſh; then thoſe Wild Beaſts of Hu- 
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(g) John 7.12, 29. Ch, 10. 20, (h) 1 Cr. 2. t4. (i) 1 Cr, 
1. 18, 19. and IIa. . 1. 5. (k) Luke 24. 49. (1) I Cor. 2. 15. 
in) Ker. 1. 7. (n) A, 17. 18. (0 . t. , 18. (0 
ler. 19. (d) Mil. 1. 9, 10. (t) Col. 1. 9. (s) Prov. 4. 7. 
(t) am. 3. 17. | | 
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mane Abilities, lie down in their Dens, and Man goes 
forth to his Work (u), with another kind of Skill and Power 
than ever he had betore, and with better Succeſs. Theretore 
get Wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get Underſtanding (x) : It's 
a Well-ſpring of Life to him that bath it (y): The Imageof God 


and Eternal Lite begin here (z). The firſt ſtep towards it, is 


your Senſe of its want ; He that thinks he knows any thing, 
knows nothing yet as he ought to know (a). The more ye know 
in Truth, the deeper Senſe ſhall ye have of your ſcanty At- 
tunments. He that will be Wiſe, let him become a Fool (in lus 
own fight) that he may be Wiſe (b). Whom God will ten- 
Knowledge, aud make to underſtand Doctrine; He weans from the 
Milk, and draws from the Preaft: (o), of tlieir Mother-W it and 
Canal Underſtanding. Your next ſtep is, to ſeck Wiſtlom 
where t is to be had, viz. at the Fountain head, /e Father of 
Lyhts (d). He that thinks to obtain of himſelf (4 Phraſe tow 
nuch in uſe with ſome) goes to a wrong Door; and is but 45 
lkely to ſpeed, as a Beggar that asketh an Alms of humſelr : 
And hence it is, that in ſo many Seckers, there are (o few that: 
ind. When Solomon,trom a ſenſe of his Childhood in Know- 
kdge, fought Wiſdom of God, he obtain'd it 5 when of hinm- 
e, tho* better ſtock'd than betore, he tail'd; I ſaid I will bs 
Wiſe, but it was far f on me (e) : He ſeem'd (at this turn) to 
be of the Free-Will Perſwaſion,and he ſped accordingly. He 
terefore puts upon this Courſe a Mark of Isnominy ; He that 
huſteth to his own Heart is a Fool (f). I heartily with it may 
wt be ſaid to any among us, Thy Wiſdom and thy Knowledge,ut 
lath perverted thee (g). And having once got this Spiritual 
Faculty, preſerve it like Fire upon the Altar, let it never g 
t (h): And for yuur growth in it, live up to what you 
Wow; He that will do His Will, ſhall know of His Doctrine (i). 


Tyfer. V. If the Divine Power be ſo abſolutely Neceſſary ; 
hen reft not on Means or Miniſtry, tho? the beſt; Ute them 
Means, but ſtill have your Eye towards that Power and 
Grace which alone can make them Effectual. Eliſha (mote 
he Waters with Elijab's Mantle; but, it was the [God] of 
Li that parted them hither and thit her, to mike a way 
u) If. rog. 22. (x) Nov. 4.7. (Y) Prov. 16. 22. (z) Job. 1753. 
U. 3. 10. (a) 1 Cor. 8. 2. (b) 1 Cor. 3. 18. (Cc) Tf. 28. 9. (d) James 
l. 5. (c) Eccleſ. 7. 23. (f) Prov. 28. 26. (3) Ia. 47.10, (h) Ler. G. 
j. GH Job. 717. 2 Pt. 1. 5 — 8. 
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over (k). Men rolled the Stone from Lazarus his Grave, 7 
but [(int] was He who brought Lazarus torth (J): So, the 7 | 
Minſter Preaches Chriſt 3 but *tis God only that gives an 18 
Underſtanding to know Him. Our Buſineſs is, to mind oui 7 
Duty, and to have our Faith in God, as the Principal part g 4 
it : For, He it is, who is both the Maker of our Plaiſter, andi ?“, 
the Layer of it on; who alſo doth Influence and Manage it fr 
tor us, from firit to laſt; He is both Author and Finiſber (m) kir 
J. i: God that worketh all in all (n). or it 


Iufer. VI. In looking over the ſeveral Parts of this great what 
Work, aud Partics concern'd about it; Let not the Grace the gc 
{{us Chriſt be Over-looked; nor let it be lightly conſidered that | 
low little (indeed leſs than nothing) you or I have done i rid (« 
inducè Or help it on. Sec how manite ly Our Lord and Re Thy 
cemer approves Himſelt the good Shepherd: He is not ſatis vithe 


lied to ſend His Servants, but He goes Himſelf; and ſuch i Him 
His Care and Love to0ur Souls, that He leaves no place u Virty 
ſearch'd ; Kanges the Briars and Thickets 3 Baulks neith And | 
Mountains nos Valleys; No, not the Valley of the ſhado whict 
of Death; Nav, He knows,that there He's moſt likely to me Wh 
them, and Reſts Him not until He hath found. He doth, a; il God 1 
were, forget the Ninety and Nine of His very Sheep, that: (ſays! 
already brought in, (yet ſo, as not to leave them without W that 7 
good Guardian :) and all to fetch in a Stragler: Which ha a, 7} 
ing rund, He doth not yet think it ound, till He have it M Preſer 
Home in the Fold. It is not enough with Him, to Move, Ami and f 
Prrſwade,Threatenzand if they will not Comply, let them tal ſhould 
thei:Courlſt,and feed on the fruit of their Doings: His Meri at 
e not like our Free-W ill Mercies to out ſelves : Io ſee th inge. 
Hut deeper Plunged by all He hath done for them, wouldu* Mey 
be to foe of the Travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied. But,it . Faro 
{11s will not do, (and He knows it will not) He appret«* then 
} 11s Joſt Sheep, (as He did Manaſſeh and Paul, or as an Off; 77 
08 4 Fuvitive) lays it ON 1118 Sboulders 5 2nd bring; tle (t) 
Home; which plainly thews the Sheep's averſencſs toRetur Gealiny 
or, 11 it would either lead or drive, the Shepherd would In 1 

trouble Himſelf to bear it on His Back. O that the Love Cod, 
Cathiulneſs of Chill might have its Weight on our Heuwho, + 
1% love Him highly, and out Sclves only tor His ſake 3 Vt wo 
1 es us, at firit, 1gunſt our Wills, in 2 us from! 
Seltwilldnets and fo, making us willing to be ſaved indes a (0) 1 
5 lcb. 10 


Kk) 2 King. 2. 14. (1) J. 11. 41, to 44. (m) Il. 1: 
In) iK. 13.6 J 
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＋ Tifer. VII. If all that pertains to Salvation, be given in 
_ "WH Right of Election; then let every Soul that ſecks for Spiritu- 
* — al Gifts, and would be ſure to ſpeed, apply himſelf to Ele- 
ma uu #ing Love; and let all your Thankfulneſs for all that you 
an _ have, or hope for, be refer'd to that Love: For, That is the 
Na 8 Rock out of which they are hewen; the Fountain and Spring 
he (0 from whence they proceed. See the Bounty and Nobleneſs 


of it! Electing Love not only provides your Home, but ſends 
you Waggons and Proviſion for the ay : Regard not your Stuff ; 
s great whatever you have of your own, be it good, or be it bad; For, 
zraceuifl the good of all the Land is yours. Make mention of ngthing 
1dcred that is properly thine, except the Greatneſs of thy ſms, as Da- 
done ti rid (o); The Power of Indwelling Corruption, as Paul (7); 
and RY Thy Inability to ſerve Him, as Joſhua and Jeremy (q); That 
»t Catisl without Faith thou canſt not pleaſe God, nor give Glory to 
ſuchij Him; That without Holineſs thou canſt not ſhew forth His 
laceun Virtues, nor anſwer the End for which He hath Choſen thee : 
neitbe And finally, that thou canſt be Sanctiſied by that Will only, 
ſhado which Wille thy Sancti fication (7). 

to nee When Moſes would prevail for the: Gracious Preſence ot 
th, 31 God with that People, what does he plead for it? Remember 
„that: (ſays he) thu Nat ion i Thy People, And Wherem hall it be known, 
thou that I and Thy le have found Grace in Thy Sight f Is it not in 
nich hal da, that Thou goeſt with us (s)? Here you Ga, makes God's 
1ve it Preſence with them, an Evidence of His having Choſen tem; 


e, Arg and from His chyſing them, he draws an Argument why He 
them tal ſhould be with them. Moſes durſt not ſay, * They arc 1 P:op.e 
is Meri bat keep thy Commands; They are Perſons of a very hone, 
0 ſee the © ingenuow Diſpoſition (as ſome ſpeak) 3 A 11a7able Sort of 


rould i“ Men, that have complied with Thee, and beiter unprov'd “ 
But. it ij Favours than their Neighbours have done; theretore Own 
pprehe them, and Go with them: No, but Conſider, I pray ther, 
an Ofhal lr they are Thy Peoples Thou haſt choſen them above all To 
bring (t); and therefore deal with them above the Rate of thy 
to Retull dealing with other Men. ; 
would In like Manner, having receiv'd any ſ pecial Favour ons 
Love God, Sacrifice not to your better Deſervings ;z but a5 1).mtcl, 
ur Heuß ho, tho! a Man of ſingular Wiſdom, yet ſavs he, This Seer? 
rake 3 i not revealed to me, for any Wiſdom that T hace more then any 
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living (u). Thus alſo we find David deporting himſelf, when 
Nathan brought him that gracious Meſſage from God, how 
great things ie would do tur him and for his Houſe ; what 
does at id put it upon? Thou Lord God knoweſt thy Servant ; i.e, 
"Thou kno it that I have done nothing which might move 
Thee to this Muniſicent Bounty: But for rhy Ford's ſake, aud 
according to thine own heart, thou aſt done all theſe Great things 
(x): This is the Voice of the Man atter God's OW1L Heart, 
Again, Suppoſe you have done any ſipnal Service tor God; 
Retire into Selt-abaſement, and Magitie God that He was 
plea(:d toxouchſate you that Honour. Thus alſo did David, 
when Hitting his Affection to the Houſe of God, he had ga- 
thered that huge incredible Maſs of Treaſure for the building 
of it : He wouders not ſo much at his having gotten it, (tho 
that might well be wondred at ;) as that he had an Heart ſo 
tieely to Devoteit to that Sacred Uſe ; Who am IT (ſays he) an 
n/a: is my People, that we ſhould be able to offer thus willingly? 
fo; all things are of thee (y). He acknowledgeth their Willng- 
reſs 19 offer, to be as much of God, as the Offering 2! ſelf, 
Aud Paul having laboured more abundantly than all the 4p 
Ples, puts from himſelf the Honour of it; Not J but ths 
Grave of God that was with me (z). 
Thrice or Four Things, in ſecking for Spiritual Bleſſings, 
be ſure to keep ſtill in your Mind. | 
1, That you muſt be Nothing in your ſelf. New Weis 
not for Old Bottles; the Bottles muſt firſt be undone, and 
made up ancw; or elſe the Wine will be ſpilt, and the Bottles 
periſh (a). All your imaginary Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, 
Strength, &c. muſt be parted from you; and 'tis as neceſlary 
as to leave your Made Ground to build on the form Rock. 
2. That Spiritual Bleſſings are a Gift 5 and will not admit 
of any Plea which may ſeem to make them Wages. Lazarus 
loved Chriſt; yet would not his Siſters uſe that as their Ar- 
gument; but, Lord, he whom Thon] loveſt is Sic (b). What the 
Scripture holds forth as a Motive with God, That you may 
plead, and that's His Name: And indeed, nothing elſe 1s 
pleadable at the Throne of Grace. Eſteem not your ſelf the 
better for what you may carry with you: Think not to be 
accepted beeauſe of your Preſent; it is not your Money (c), not 
your double Money in your Hand, that will tetch you Corn 


—  — 


(u) Dau. 7.30, (x)2 Sam.7.20,2 t. (y)1 Chr.29.14. (2) 19: 
15. 1, (4) Maiih.g.17. (b)Joln 11. 3. (c) Iſa. 55. 1. John 7.37. 
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from Above, tho' it may from Feytt : Silver and Gold, yorr 
cwn W Orks and Worthineſs, are ot no Value at the Hint ot 
Free-Grace ; but there it is, and thence ye muit have what- 
ever may render you Welcome at the Court of Heaven. 

3. Be notover ſolicitous how you thall ſpeed ; Nor think 
you ſhall fare the worſe for coming in io 7att'd and pitiful 
2 Condition. Free-Grace is Compaſlionzte, Rich, Bounti— 
ful: You are not the leſs welcome becauſe vou bring No- 
thing: The beſt Qualification is to find your (cit ill-guali— 
fied, Empty, Hungry, Poor, Naked, Blind,Miſcrable. Lic-t- 
ing Love hath provided enough, and ore: Not Freud and 

ater only (tho' theſe are very welcome to an huagry and 
thirſty Soul z) but Vine and Milk, Wine on the Lees, a Feaj! of 
fat things (d); Not 12 made ot Fig- leaves or Coats Of 
Beaſts-5kins 5, butzlong Kobes of Linnen, fine aud white(e) ; Not 
Money made of Leather, or baſe Metal, that would burthen 
one to carry a Month's Proviſion of it; But G, and at that 
the fineſt, and tryed in the Fire (F); which hath nothing of 
Droſs or Cankering Ruſt adhering to it. And if thou hate 
but little, look on that Little as an Earneſt of more ; to hin 
tat hath ſhall be given: Altho thou be but ſmoaking flax, He will 
wot quench thee g). But to make ſure this Important Work; 

4. Be ſure you leave not Out your Mediator, the Lord eſis 
Chriſt, Electing Love doth All in Him, and to mutt you: Ack 
all in His Name, and then {iy, Lord, He i worthy for whoſe fake 
thou ſhouideſt do this. And withal, take heed of Pitching 5 join 
wt Law and Grace together, leſt the Rent be made warte, The 
Righteouſneſs wherein you mult appear betore God, 15 not 
made up of divers ſorts and picces,partly His aud partly vour 
own 3 but a Seamlets Veſture, wrought throughout ot one 
kind ot ſubſtance, ind by one hand: la u you may 4 provwh 
with boldneſs, and touch the top of the Golden >ce; iwr, 


Inf. VIII. Having fo firm andimpregnable a Rock to Founl 
your Faith upon; why thuuld the greateft of Dintoult ios,oven 
the Power Ot inbred Corruption, diſcourage ay SOUL 5-11 
caſting it ſelt upon Electing Love; as that with is perrgertsr 
able, and the very Deſign of it is, to ſubduc Inv uty, as vl 
as tO pardon it? [t choſe us, not becauſe we wire, 07 wt b2 
Holy, but that we might be ſo (): And to that Lndygwilotik's 
the whole of our Work tor us. It is between us an Sin, as 


 —— — —  —_— , 
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(d) Iſa. 25. 6. (e) Kev. 19. 8. (f) Revs 3. 18. (8) /. 47 
(h) Erh. 1. 4. 
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was between Iſrael and the Canaanites; Until the Lord bega 


to drive they did not ſtir; they were Gyants, too big ty 
Grcaſhoppers to deal with; had Iron Chariots, and Gti 
Walled up to Heaven; And yet that Company of Graf. 
hoppers turn'd them out; And this, becauſe the Lord wh; 
gave them that Land,was in the Head of them; He went be. 
tore them, and cut out their Way for them; While He droye, 
they were driven; when He ceaſed, the Work ſtood till (i) 
nay, His own People were routed and Put to the worſe (|, 
And we ſhall find both Moſes and Jaſbua ſtill uſing Argument; 
ietch'd from the Covenant that God had made with them, 
by which always they were ſupported. Let us do likewiſe 
Make Election ourAll; our Bread, Water, Munition of Rocks, 
and whatever elſe we can ſuppoſe to want: Here we are ſur 
of Supply and Safety; It's a Tower that's really Walled w 
to Heaven; a never-to-be-emptied Cloud of Manna; and; 
Jacob's Mell that's never dry: *Tis deep indeed, and you han 
nothing (of your own) to draw with ; yet be not ditheart- 
ned; Stay by it, and the Well it ſelfſhall rife up to you, 
rather than you ſhall want. | 


Infer. IX. Having done all you can, and in the midſt of 
your doing, walk hunbly, as living on Another's Bounty, 
Aſſume not to your ſelf, but aſcribe the whole of your Sal. 
vation, aud of all the Conducements thereto, ro Electing 
Grace; and hang on that Root alone: Even Faith it ſelfjasit 
is the Bcliever's Acts not to be reſted in, nor to ſhare in this 
Glory. We may ſay of Faith, as he to Felix, whom Ceſar ſet 
over them, Ay thee we enjoy much quietneſs; but the Honour 
chiefly bclong'd to Ceſar who gave them that Governour, 
(ive unto Faith its due; Accept always, and in all places, th: 
Hence you have by it with all thankfulneſs (m); For, it does you 
many good Offices, and you cannot indeed live without it; 
raly in the Throne, let Grace be above it; For, That's the H- 
zentate which puts Faith in that Capacity, and maintains it 
there; and the truth is, true Faith is beſt pleas'd with its own 
place. To this end the Lord tells His People, It was not ther 
Sword,nor their Bow, that drove out their Enemies: But, (ay 
fore, It was the Sword and Bow which God put into ther 
Hands, and which they Manfully employ'd : No, God vil 


———— — ——— 


—— 


(1) Fiat. 44. 2, 3. EVd. 23. 28. (K) 70.7.4. (1) Nin. 21.17 
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not have Men arrogate ſo much to themſelves; but to ac- 
knowledge, it i God that ſubdues our Enemies under us (n). 
The People with Gideon He reckons too many to give the Mi- 
dianites into their hands; why ? leſt they ſhould V aunt them- 
ſelves againſt Him (o). Fait , and other Graces, are Mighty 
only through God: As they are His Workmanſhig,ſo'tis He only 
can keep them Going, 5 a Watch or other Engine caanot 
wind up it ſelf.) To frame a Perpetual Motion, no Man hath 
ever Attain'd ; no, not in trifling Matters. As thou hadſt no 
band in changing thy Heart at firſt, ſo neither, of thy ſelt, 
in carryingon the Work afterwards : All our Sufticiency is of 
God ; even all the Strivings of the Saints are according to the 
workings of God in them (p). A good Tree will bring forth good 
Fruit; but not without Sun, Air, Dew, and other Heavenly 
Influences; for if ſeparate from theſe, the Tres it (elf will 
die : Soy without a continual Communication of V irtue from 
above (4), the New Creature can neither Ad nor Live. De- 
pend therefore on that Radical Grace (i. e. on the God of all | 
Grace) for Preſerving and Actuating the Grace He hath given 

ou : Reſt not in this, That you know God ; but rather, 

hat you are known of Him. | 

By this (I hope) the Propoſition is made evident, with | 
ſomething of its Uſefulneſss viz. That whatever things are 
requiſite to Salvation, are freely = of God, to all the 
Elect, and wrought in them Effectually by His Divine Power; 
as a part of that Salvation to which they are appointed; 
and are all contained in the Decree of Election. And I can- 
not but reckon it one (and that a Principal) part of thete 
Works of God that ſtand for ever; and is ſo perfect, thut 
Nothing can be taken from it, nor any thing added to it; 
and is a good Introduction into, yea, and Argument tor, the 
final Perſeverance of Belizwers. | 


—  —— 


(n) Hal. Co. 12. (0) Judg. 7. 2. (p) Colof. 1. 29. () Cant. 
4. 16. | 
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Invincible Progreſs 


BELIEVERS 


FAITH and HOLINESS. 


OR the firmer Support and Comfort of His People ; 

A (notwithſtanding the preſent weakneſs of their Faith, 
and daily Infirmities of the Fleſh ;) As alſo, to 

allure and bring in Others, who are hankering about 

the Door, or yet in the High-ways and Hedges; It hath 
pleaſed the Holy and only Wiſe God, to indulge us with 
plain and poſitive Aſſurance of the certain Continuance and 
going on, of All who have once Believed and Received the 
Grace of Cod in truth; Albeit that many concern'd in this 
Aſſurance, attain not to it. That Faith and Holineſs do inſe- 
parably follow Election, is ſhewn before: Our buſineſs now 
Ss to ſhew, that Faith and Holineſs are of an abiding Nature, 
ang ſhall never be loſt : And this is that we call PERSEV E- 
RANCE ; Which being the Crown and Glory of = the 
| Ormer 
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former Points, and that which ſecures to us the Comforts ari- 
ſing thence; being alſo as much impugned as any ot Tavoſes 
the Proof and Confirmation thereof is apparently Neczilury, 
and tending to Profit. And I truſt, it ſhall not only appear, 
that the Docttine is True; but alſo repleat with Arguments 
promotive of Holineſs; by which the contrary Opinion w. I 
beſt be contradicted: For, ſo it is, in the Wiſdom of God, 
that every Truth has hat in it, which properly tends to its 
own Detence and Eſtabliſhment. It's the Property of Men 
truly Wiſe, toEnterpriſe only attainible Things, and Things 
worthy their Wiſdom ; as alſo, ſo to frame and model the 
Means, as not to miſs their Intent: Much more mutt it be- 
come, and be incumbent upon Him who is Wiſdom it ſelf, 
ſo to do. If then the Ultimate End of all Things is the Glo- 
4 of God; and the ſecond Great End, the Salvation of His 

hoſen; It may well be concluded, that the propereſt Menne 
for Attainment, are Pitch*d upon; and thoſe, ſuch as will 
Compaſs His End. Hence alſo, we may be ſatisfied, that all 
intermediate Occurrences, (however 1mproper in their own 
Nature, and & cn to us,) were all fore-appointed of God, 
and that by a Decree moſt wiſe and fixed; and confequeint- 
Iy are, and ſhall be, ſo Diſpenſed and Over-ruled, as not to 
hinder, but help on, and bring about, the Thing Principally 
Deſign'd; which therefore ſhall not (cannot) mitcarry, nor be 
Finally Defeated; However, there fore, Men ot corrupt Minds 


may ſtumble at the Word, change the Truth of God into 4 


Lye, and turn His Grace into Laſciviouſneſs; and ſome 
others, not of Deſign; but by Miſtake, and Unacquainiedneſs 
with the true State of the Queſtion; may diſapprove and 
object againſt it: Yet may not the Truth bz Diſcarded, nor 
its Friends ſhy to own it; But ſtrive the more Induſtrioutly, 
by their Sobriety, Meekneſs, Holineſs, and all good Fruits, 
to make the World know, that to the Pure all things are pure; 
while to other Men (through the Impurity ot their own 
Spirits) all Things are defiled and turned into Sin; Aud in 
Particular, that the Doctrine of God's unchangeable Love to 
His Choſen, and their Endleſs abiding therein, is no Way an 
Inlet or Encouragement to Sin, or Remiſneſs in Duty; but 
the moſt Powerful Strengthener againſt Apoſtacy, and mott 
Effectual Quickener to Goſpel-Obzdicnce, | 


The 
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The Subſtance of what I intend, lies in this Propofi. 
tion; Viz. to be 


That all and every one of God's Elef, being onc: fand 
Regenerate and Believing; are and ſhall be invin. Iy a 
cibly carried on, to the perfeft Obtainment of Bleſ. 
ſeaneſs and Glory, 


Towards the Evidencing of this Truth: 


I. Let us take in Things of a lower Conſideration than thy 
of Eternal Salvation, and obſerve how thoſe Perſons, former 
Iy inftanced, being deſtined of God to Eminent Service in 
the World, were carried thorow, and that Compleatly, to 
the End of their Work; notwithſtanding the greateſt of Dit. FTP 
ficulties and Natural Impoſlibilities, which ſtond in the Way 5 
to Obſtruct it: By which will appear the Certain Effect of 8 
God's Purpoſes; and will contribute not a little to Illuf- 
trate the Point in Hand. 
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to be his Guard and Convoy (k). When Simeon and Levi 
had ſo highly provoked the Canaanites, that it was a Thuu- 
ſand to One but they would come and cut off Jacol's Fami- 
ly at once (I); The Lord cauſes a Terrour to fall upon them, 
that they do not ſo much as look after them (%. When a 
ſeven Years Faminewas coming on the Land; (likely enough 
to eat up poor Jacob and his Honſe) the Lord by a ſtrange 
Providence, ſends an Harbinger to make Proviſion for them 
in Egypt (n). When Oppreit by the Egyptians, and all 
eans uſed to them, and that both with Craft and 
Cruelty; the Lord ſo orders the Matter, that the more 
they were Oppreſſed, the faſter they grew (o); and by an 
high Hand brings them out at laſt. In the Wilderneſs, the 
carry themſelves as unworthily towards God, as ever People 
did; doing all that in them lay to cut off the Intail of that 
good Land, by their Unbelief, and daily repeated Rebelli- 
ons; inſomuch that the Lord threatens to Diſpoſleſs them: 
Put, for His Promiſe Sake made with Abraham, withdraws 
His Hand, and ſpares them. I might inſtance alſo, the great 
Streights and Dangers they were in at the Red-Sea, which 
the Lord divided for them: Afterwards for Want of Water, 
which He brings them out of a Rock: Then for Bread, which 
alſo He gives them from Heaven: How they were denied 
Paſſage by Some, and Way-laid by Others; and yet carried 
on and delivered; And at laſt, how the Lord drove gut 
thoſe Gyants, whom they deſpair'd ot Overcoming; and ſo 
— them the Land in Poſſeſſion, according to His Promiſe 
undreds of Years before: There failed not ought of any gο 


thing, the Lord had promiſed: It all came to paſs (p). 


2, Joſeph. Little Joſeph is one the Lord will honour; 
which in ſeveral Dreams He intimates to him (q): His Bre- 
thren therefore hate him; and to fruſtrate his Dreams, 
(which ſignified their Subjection to him) they conſpire. to 
kill him („): And how ſhall Foſeph eſcape? They are Ten 
to One, and he the leaſt, Reuben, who being the Eldeſt, 
was moſt Concern'd, in Point of Honour, to hinder 7Jeph's 
Advancement; he ſhall relent at the very Motion oi making 
him away, and out of Reſpett to his Father, ſhill deliver 


— wr —C_ —w_ 
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(k) Gen. 33. 4, 12, (1) Ch. 34. 25. (m) Ch. 35. 5. (u) Ch. 
37. 28. with Ch. 41. 54. (o) Exod. I. 12. (|) Job, 2 1. 45» 
(4) Gen, 37. 75 95 II, (x) Ver, 18. 


him 
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him (3). Well, though they will not preſently kill hin 
they'll caſt him into a Pit, where in all Likelihood, he mu 
Periſh : But, in the good Providence of God, the Iſbmaeliy 
Merchants Paſs by in the very Inftant, e'er any Wilt 
Beaſt ſhall have found him, or his Brethren determin'd wor. 
againſt him (z): To them they Sell him, and by them, 
is brought into Egypt, (far enough out of Jacob's Enquiry) 

and ſold to the Captain of Pharaoh's Guard , a Perſon likely 
enough to deal roughly with him. But, here the Lor 
owns him; and to bring him into Favour, makes all that he 
doth to Proſper ; Which his Maſter obſerving, puts the Mz 
nagement of all his Eſtate into Foſeph's Hands (u). Nor 
there's tair Hopes of His _— to Honour: But, how ſdon 
is it daf}'d ! Foſeph being a goodly Perſon, his laſcivious Mi- 
ſtreſs Tempts him to Folly; which the Fear of God keeping 
him from, ſhe Miſreports him to his Maſter, charging he 
own Wickedneſs upon him. Hereby Totiphar's Favour is loſt 
and Joſeph caſt into Priſon, and laid in Irons (x). Now all 
Hopes of Preterment are gone, and what will become of 
his Dreams? Yet ſtill, the Counſel of the Lord, that fl:al 
ſtand; and this Downtul of Joſeph ſhall prove another Step 
to his Riſing: And to make Way fur it, Two of Pharaos 
Servants ſhall fall under their Lord's Diſpleaſure, be put in 
Priſon, and committed to ꝓoſeph's keeping: Here they ſhall 
Dream, Joſeph ſnall Interpet, and the Event ſhall anſwer it. 
Nou the Day begins again to dawn upon Foſeph, and by the 
Chief Butler's Reftorement, ſome Hopes of his Inlargement : 
but this again is ſoon overcaſt; for the Butler forgat him (9): 
Notwithſtanding all which, the Providences of God do fil 
purſue His Decree, and ceaſe not 'till Foſeph is Lord over 
Ezypt, and his Brethren bow down before him (2). 

3. David, God promiſeth David to give him the King- 
dom, and Anvints him to it (a). What, notwithſtanding 
all poſlible Interveniences? Yes, for the Promiſe is Abſo- 
lute; Hath the Lord ſaid it, and ſhall He not do it? If there- 
fore, Saul caſt a Javelin at him (unſuſpected) to nail him to 
the Wall; a Sharpneſs of Eye, and Agility of Body, ſhall be 
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(s) Gen. 37. 22. (t) Ver. 24, 28. (u) Ch. 39. 3, 4. (x) Ver. 
7, 9, 17, 20. Hal. 105. 18. (y) Gen. 40. 23. (z) Ch. 41. 
and Ch, 42. G. and Ch. 50. 18. (a) 1 Sam, 16. 12. 
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iven him to diſcern and avoid it (%). If he determin® 
vil againſt him, Jonathan ſhall advertiſe him of it (c). If 


e mut | 
maeli l be ſend Meſſengers to Nmoth 4 9 him; they ſhall 
Willi forget their Errand, and fall a Prophecying: And if heſend 


won, others, and others after them; they ſhall do likewiſe : yea, 
em h Su himſelf ſhall turn Prophet for a Day and a Night toge- 
uin ther, that David may have time to eſcape (d). It he be in 
eh a City that will betray him, and not a | Hs among them 
Lor! to adviſe him of it; the Lord Himſelf will be his In- 
hat he telligencer, and ſend him out (e). If Saul's Army have 
e Ma. incompaſs'd him, and no Way lett to eſcape; the Miliſtines 
Novy ſhall Invade. the Land, and Tidings fhall come in the very 
v Coon instant, and take him off (f). It an Hoſt do encamp againſt 
1s Mi. bin, bell not be afraid (g): Why ſo * The Lord had made an 
epinp Abſolute Promiſe ; and theretore, if no help on Earth, He 
ng her hall ſend g; om Heaven, and ſave me (). Yea, David's wavering 
s loſt I at times, and the weakneſs of his Faith, ſhall not hinder it; 
ow all and the Reaſon of all was this, The Lord took him to be Rule; 
me of over Vis People, and therefore he was with him whereſozver he 
t dul * (19. | 
x Stey . Joſiah. A Child ſhall be born in the Houſe of David, 
ras Jab by name; who ſhall offer the Bones of Feroboaw's Priefts 
putin upon bis Altar (c). It, theretore, Athaliah determine to 
/ ſhall deſtroy all the Seed-Royal, Joa ſhall be ſton from among 
rer it, the reſt, and reſerv'd (I); and by him David's Line thal 
y the be continued: And Hezekiah, though fick unto Death, he 
nent: ſhall not die, but be healed, as it were, by a Miracle; and 
a (3): ©} fifteen Years added to his Life; rather than Manaſſeh, who 
o fill MY muſt be Foſiab's Grandtather, ſhall be unborn (m). 
| over 5+ Paul. Paul was a Choſen Veſlel, appointed to Preacli 
Chriſt to the Gentiles; and at laſt, to bear Witneſs of Him 
King- t Kome: And this mult be done, although Bonds, Impriſon- 
nding ments, and Death it ſelf, do attend him in every place. It, 
Abſo- I therefore, they lie in wait for himat Damafcw, and watch the 
there- Cates Night and Day, to kill him; he ſhall be let down by the 
im to Wall ina Baſket,and ſo eſcape them (u). Ifall Jeruſalem be in 
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) Ver, (b) x Sam. 18. 11. (c) Ch. 19. 7. (d) Fer. 20,---- 24. 
0. 41. (e) Ch. 23. 12. (f) Ver. 26, 27. (g) Dal. 27. 3. (h) Hal. 

| $7. 3. (i) 1 Chron. 17. 7, 8. (k) 1 Kings 13. 2. (1; 2 Kings 
given I Il. 2. (m) Ch. 20. C. (n) 44 9. 23----25- 
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an uproar to kill him; the Chief Captain ſhall come vig 
an Army, and reſcue him (o); though no Friend to Pry 
nor to his Cauſe, It more than forty Men have boyyy 
themſelves with an Oath, that 2 475 neither Eat ng 
Drink, till they have kill'd him; his Kinſman ſhall hear of it 
and by his means the Chief Captain ſhall be his Friend agaiy, 
and grant him a ſufficient Convoy (); and this attemy 
hall be an Occaſion of (ending him to Kome, where his 1; 
Teſtimony is to be given. If Jews and Gentiles make an 2 
fault together, to uſe him deſpitefully, and to Stone hin; 
he ſhall be aware of it , and by ficcing ſave himſelf (); U 
which means alſo the Goſpel ſhall be further ſpread. By, 
ſuppoſe he be left in their Hands; and they ſo far prevail, 
as to Stone him, and drag him out of the City (r); then 
ſure, his Work's at an end: No, All this ſhall not hinde; 
Death it ſelf ſhall not ſeparate Paul from his Work. lt i 
not his being once Stoned, nor his thrice ſuffering Shipwrack, 
nor his being in Deaths often, nor any thing elſe, that ſhall 
make void the Purpoſe of God for his bearing Witneſs of 
Chriſt at Rome ; as 1s abundantly evident by the Stories of 
him, and the Event at laſt. 

Other Inſtances might be produced to the ſame effet; 
But by theſe we may take an Eſtimate of the thing under 
Proof”. and Rationally infer, that if the Lord be ſo Exif 
aud Punctual in performing his Word, touching theſe leſſer 
things; carrying on His Work through ſuch a preſs of Na- 
tural Oppoſitions; much more will He be, in Securing and 
Eringing about the Eternal Welfare of His Choſen; That as 
He dealt by His People of old; He bore them upon Eagle 
Wings (s), (above the reach of Danger) and kept them as tlz 
Ajjle of His He; (with all poſſible Care and Tendernels) 
til He had brought them to Himſelf (t); So will He carry it 
twards His Elect; For, he values the World but little, (ave 
wich re{pett to them. 


II. Now, for a more direct Proof of the Propoſition : 
Tixxugh two or three Witneſſes might ſuffice to Eſtabliſh it; 
vet, hee the Scriptures do abound with Teſtimonies for 
103 (the Collection whereof may be very uſeful to us, for 
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(o) Ad, 21. 31, 31. (p) Chap, 23. 14z*---23. (9) Chap. 
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the help of our Faith in a time of Temptation; as alſo, 
to fortifie our Souls againſt the Aſſaults of ſuch as teach 
final Apoſtacy.) I ſhall ſomewhat enlarge in reciting them; 
with ſome of thoſe Genuine Deductions that flow from them, 
In the Old Teſtament, are many Petitions and Reſolves 
made by Holy Men, which import the Truth of this Doc» 
ttine; As, That the Lord will perfect that which concerns them: 
That He will not forſake the work of His own hands (u) : That 
He will guide them by His Counſels, and after receive them to 


= (x) 3 And that, in the mean time, None of their ſteps 
Hall ſlide 


(y); and this, becauſe It i God that Girds them with 
Strength, and He will make their Way perfedt (z) : (with abun- 
dantly more; as alſo in Paul's Epiſtles.) In every of which 
is implied a Promiſe of the Thing prayed for, or conclu- 
ded upon : For, without ſuch 4 Promiſe they could nut 
have done it in Faith, nor juitly have given them down as 
matter of Inſtruction to others. But, we know, they ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt (a); who knowing 
the deep things of God; what His Decrees were, and what 
was contained in the Promiſe of Eternal Life before the World (b); 
drew out their Hearts to Believe, and formed their Prayers 
wag" F 

But, beſides theſe, we have many expreſs Promiſes and 
Affirmations of it. In the tenth of Jobn, our Saviour (ſays, 
His Sheep ſhall never periſh, ver. 28. which is, in eflect, their 
Faith ſhall never fail; For, ſate they cannot be from periſh* 
ing, without the Securement of their Faith. Again, ſpeak- 
ing of the Spirit of Holineſs which Believers receive from 
Him, John 4. 14. He ſaith expreſly, Whoſocver drinketh there 

„ ſhall, never Thirſt : But it ſhall be in him, a Well of Mae 

Inging up to Everlaſting Life; (Then it ſhall not be 
dried up.) Prov. 10. 30. The Righteous ſhall | never | be ve no- 
red; i. e. They ſhall never fall back into their former 
State; and the Reaſon is, Becauſe the Way of the Lord 1 
Strength to the Upright, v. 29. Whether by {he Way of the 
Lord be meant Hu Way or Manner of dealing with uprigh! 
Perſons, which is, to increaſe their Strength (according ty 
Fob 17.9.) Or, of the Genuine Property of (God's WAV which 
is, to afford that Peace and Satisfaction to tho who walk 
in them, that they arc daily more Habituatad and Con- 
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naturalized to them, and Eſtranged from all Ways elſe; t 
are both to the purpoſe in hand. Prov. 24. 19. A Fuſt May 
falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up qgain; He falls not fo as to 
lye where he fell; He falleth not into Miſchief, as the wick. 
ed doth ; yea, he rather gets ground by his fall; as ver. 5. 
4 Man of Wiſdom increaſeth Strength; from the Seuſe of his 
own Weakneſs, he is led to Strength Everlaſting; as waz 
Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 10. ä 

Prov. 12. 21. There ſhall 1 Evil happen to the Juſt; Then, 
not the greateſt and worſt of Exils; which is, to depart fon 
the Living God : So, v. 3. The Root of the Righteous ſhall not 
be moved ; His Fruit may ſometimes be Blighted, or blown 
off, and his Branches toſs'd with a Tempeſt 3 but ſtill his 
Root is where it was; His Lite is hid, and tree from all Com 
motion; and ſhall therctore renew both his Fruit and Bran- 
ches; He that truſteth in the Lord, ſhall not ceaſe f um yieli- 
ing F;uit (c). We 

Jer. 32. 40. I will put My Fear in their Hearts, that thy 
ſhall not depart from Me. This, ſay ſome, is the Promiſe of 
affordiug them Means, but not of Effectingthe End; Therefore 
ſee Chap. 3. 19. Thou ſhalt call Me my Father, and | ball wt] 
depart from Me : And this, becauſe He worketh Efectualh in 
them that Believe (d); as at firſt in cauſing them to Believe, 
{o now in maintaining and pertecting their Faith, 

Pſalm 84. 11. The Lord withboldeth us good thing from them 
that walk uprightly : And it ſo, then continuing to walk up- 
rightly, ſhall not be withheld from them; Which Deduction 
is alſo warranted by this; That the Rightcous ſhall hold on hi 
Way, and he that [hath\ clean hands ſball be ſtronger and ſtrom- 
er (e); as alſo from 1yov. 4. 18. The path of the Juſt is as 
ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more , unto the perfect day. 
And D.cid further backs it, where from his preſent Faith, 
he concludes his future Progrefs ; I have truſted , I ſhall not 
ſlide (t); and this, becauſe the Lord holdeth bis Soul in life, 
and ſuffereth not his feet to be moved, Pſalm 66. 9. 

Mark 16. 16. He that Believeth ſyall be Saved > And Jon 
It. 26, Vhoſoerer liveth and Believeth in Me (Cays Chriſt) hal 
never Dic; 1. e. He that once has Faith {hall never loſe it: 
For, to ſay, He ſhall keep it, if he do not loſe it, (as Come 
would give the Senſ.) had been a comtortlets and empty 
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Notiou, and an injudicious way of Speaking. This is yet 
turthex confirmed by John 5. 24. He that believeth | 15 paſſed} 
fom Death t9 Life, and | foal! not | comte into Condemnation © The 
Reaſon of which is this, that their Faith is founded on a Hock, 
which Wind and Waves may beat and break themſelves a- 
vaiuſt ; but never the Rock it ſelf, nor That which is built 
upon it (2). He that truſteth iu the Lord, 1s as Mount Zion, 
wich cannot] be removed (h): No, not ſo much as one of the 
Stakes of that Tabernacle all be removed, and that for ever (1) - 
They ſpall not be aſvamed nor confounded, | World without End, 
Ia. 117. 

As very much allay that Superlative Cauſe of Re- 
joycing, [That our Names are written in Heaven, ] it poſlibly 
they might be blotted out again; ſince we find in our {elves 
ſo great a proneneſs to Revolt, which every one acquainted 
with his own Heart, muſt acknowledge: But we are ture, 
Chriſt would not propound to us a fallille Ground of Re- 
pycing; for, that kind of dexendance, He is evermore cal- 
ling us trom. Believers are indeed ſometimes foyl'd, bur 
never Overcome: Though they fall, and that ſeven times 
in a Day, (as was ſaid) as often do they riſe again: And it's 
no diſparagement to their Leader, (Nay, tis the Glory of a 
General ) to give his Enemy Advantages, and take them 
Wain at his Pleaſure, to his Enemies greater Contuſion and 
Overthrow. Satan got nothing by bis Winnowing Peter ; 
Fiter loſt Come of his Chaff, which well might be ſpared, 
and the Tempter loſt many an Atter-advantage 3 For, the 
World of Believers have been the warter ever ſince. To 
this I ſhall only add that of the Holy Apoſtle, in Rum. 3, 
He was perſwaded (that is, He was throughly ſwayed in his 
Faith, t“ believe it for himſelt, and deliver it down to the 
Apes to come, as a Truth Intallible) That neither Height nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate from the 
Love of God which 1s in Chrijt Jeſus our Lord, ver. 38, 39. He 
reckons up all that can be nam'd 5; and, left any thing might 
habe ſlipt him, he brings in Height and Depth; as being thoſe 
two Fxtreams that take in All, and more than Men can 
think: And then reſolves, that even Theſe ſhall not be able 
to do it. And ſurely, if the Super Celeſtial Height of God's 
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Holingſs, nor the Infra- Infernal Depth of ſinful Sin, ſhall ſe. 
Tatate trom that Day of Glory, which the Sons of God ver 
Predeſti natd to, and for which they were both Made and 
Redecmed, Called into, and Groan for; then are Believer 
Roundly ſecur'd againſt Fin: 1 Apoſtacy. 


III. A third ſort of Evidence for Confirmation, are cer. 
tain Arguments or Reaſons why the Saints muſt needs Per- 
{ſevere in Faith and Holineſs. 

By [Needs nit] L underſt ind no other kind of Neceſſity, 
thau well conſiſts with Perfe# Freedom; ſuch as was upon 
Du to Preach the Goſpel, which was a Work he rejoycel 
111; and ſuch as was upon Jeſus Chriſt to bring home Hiz 
Sheep, and tc lay down His Lite for them; He mu needs 
ſuffer, Acts 17. 3. Tea, He was ftreichtned till it was accom- 
plijhed, Luk 12. 50. That it was written in His Heart, was 
no hindrance to the freedom of His Will. 


þ * 

Ag. I. The firſt Argument, in proof of Perſeverance, i 
founded on the Saints Extra or Original; They are born of 
God (k); And this hath the force of a double Argument, 

1. As God t their Father and Eternal Root, Our Saviour 
holds forth this Relation, as the Ground of our Faith in 
Prayer (!); And He begins with it Himſelf, when He prays 
tor His own Glory, and that His Diſciples — 4 be Parta- 
kers of it (m) : To the ſame End, He frequently uſeth that 
Stile of Father in the Goſpel of John; (as taking delight in 
mentioning that Relation;) The Father Hm ſelf loveth you (n); 
And I aſcend to My Father, and your Father (o). . It is to 
ſtrengthen our Faith in God (through Himſelf) on the ac- 
count of His Fatherbood to us. The Father loveth the Son (p); 
And, He loves His Believers, as He loveth Chriſt Himſelf * 
On which Ground the Apoſtle concludes, That He cannot but 
Five us all things elſe (r). Believers are the Product of His 
Love,both in reſpec cf Election and Regeneration ; and being 
ſo, He cannot but have a Paternal Affection for them; to 
adminiſter to them whatever tends to their Suſtentation and 
Growth; and to keep off whatever would intercept or 
weaken His Gracious Influences towards them: Having once 
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— K) John 1. 13. A) Matth. 6. 9. (m) Job. 17. 1. (n) Chap. 
16. 27. (0) Chap. 20. 17. (p) Chap. 3. 35. (q) Chap. 17. 23. 
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hred them, He loves them for ever (s). They may therefore 
be confident, That what He hath begun in the Spirit, He will 
not let end in the Fleſb (t) That having begun a good Work, 
Hz will alſo perform it: For, as they have their Spiritual Be- 
ing from Hiyn, as the Father of it; ſo tis as Natural to 
Him to derive His Vertues into them without intermiſſion, as 
for a Vine to ſend up its Sap into its own Branches, or the 
dun to cheriſli the Plants of its own Production. All the 
Natural Affections that are in Creatures towards their own, 
ae but Drops of His Immenſe Fulneſs : A Mother may poſſi- 
bly forget the Child of her Womb; but the Lord cannot 
forget His Oflzpang 3 That none may hurt them , (nor they 
themſclves) He will keep them Night and Day, and water them 
every Moment (u) : They are born A from the Belly, and 
cried fiom the Womb ; and even to their Old Age He will carry 
them, and deliver them (x). 

2, The New Creature, as it comes fom God; ſo it Exiſts 
in Him, and lives upon Him; and *tis Natural to it, to ſeek 
its Nouriſoment where it had its Original: Nothing can ſatis- 
he it, but that great Deep from whence it ſprung: As a 
New- born Child, that has not the uſe of Reaſon, will hunt 
tor the Breaſt by Natural Inſtinct, 4nd not be quiet without 
it. As ſoon as ever Paul was converted, Behold he prays (Y). 
Having once Feceived the Spirit of Chriſt, they cannot but 
ineline after Him, as Eliſba did Elijab upon the caſting of 
bis Mantle on him (z) It is Natura to them, as for ſparks 
to fly upwards. They are ſaid to be Baptized with Fire; 
not only becauſe of its Purifying Nature; but in reſpect of 
its Apiring quality; it will be mounting, and not reſt till it 
comes to its own Element. Obſtructions many it meets with- 
al; but ſtill it prefleth onwards, and by degrees bears down 
all before it, and carries tbat with it in which it dwells, tothe 
place of its Birth; as the Deve could not reſt,till ſhe came to 
the Ark, whence ſhe ſet out. This is livelily ſet forth by out 
daviour in Jebn 7. 38. He that believeth in Me, out of Vis Belly 
fall fiow Rivers of living Vaters: | Rivers, ] that bear down all 
Oppoſition; and Rivers of | living] Waters; not Land- 
floods, Which are but of ſhort continuance ; orftandingPools, ' 
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ſubject to drying up; but Rivers, and thoſe ſuch as have ay 
Immortal Head. We ſee how all things tend to their Center; 
The wicked ſleep not unleſs they do evi! (a). They can bear the 
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want of things moſt neceſſary to their Being, rather than 
ceaſe from Sin: They are of the Serpent's Breod, and the 
Inſts of their Father they will de (b). Judas was a Devil, and that 
carried him head-Jong to his own place (c). And it being 
born of the Devil, habituates Men with ſo ttreng and reſtleſt 
a bent to Deviliſh Luits ; the Divine Nature muſt needs Work 
as Efhcactouily towards God, and God-like Actions; Hig 
Loveconftrains them(d). And if it were not ſo, the grafted 
Hord had never burn an Humane Stock to Heaven: Ihe fir 
fruits of the Spirit poſſeſs them with an earneſt expe ation 
and long ing for the Harveſt (e). *Tis true, the Remainder 
of the Old Man will ſtill be oppoſing the New; and mary 
Conteſts there are between them: But Grace (like him that 
1s Advocate tor the King) will ever have the laſt word, 
and will alſo go out Victor. Ye may ſee it in Jereny; 
The Word of the Lord was made a Reproach to him ; He 
therefore reſolves to itifle it, and will no more ſpeak in Hi 
Name : But how ſucceeds this Carnal Reſolut ion? The Word 
of the Lord was in hu heart, as fire ſuut up in his bones; He vn 
weary of forbearing, He could not hold (t). vr Jonah, when 
he thought himſelf cut off, and in the Belly of Hell; yet (ſaith 
he, yet) will I look gain towards thy Holy Temple (8) ( 
the N eedle that is ngftly touch'd never reſts but in point- 
ing towards the Pole :) and when obſtructed in their Courſe 
they cry the more earneſtly; Oh, when ſhall I come and ap- 
pear ere God (h)? | | 


Arg. II. Another Argument is taken from the Graces 
themſelves, which are the Subjects of Perſeverance, viz. Faith 
and Holireſs: Which let us conſider, Firſt, as They are 2 
Gift; Then, in the Genunze Uſe and Property of them. 

1. As they are aGift. They are of thoſe Good and perfed 
Gifts which come down from above, from the Father of Lights, with 
nlom w no Variableneſs, nor ſhadow of Turmng (i). This At- 
tribute of God's Unchangableneſs, is fitly and ſigniticantly 
added, to ſhew, that as good and perfect Gifts are from 
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God, and from Him only; ſo, that He never changeth in His 
Purpoſe concerning thoſe to whom He once, gives them; 
they are of thoſe Gifts which are without Repgentance : As 
alſo, that theſe His Gifts do partake of His own I'moara- 
bleneſs; they cannot die, nor turn to be any other,than what 
they are at firſt, (ave only in point of Perfection. There 
can happen no after unworthineſs in thoſe He gives them 
to, winch He did not foreſee when He gave them; (which 
ſeems to be implied in the following words, Of His c 
Will begat He s:) and fo, no Cauſe why He ſhould with- 
draw them, which would not as well have hindred His giv- 
ing them at fir. As the Word of God is not Tea and Nay ; 
ſo neither are His Gifts. They are alſo God's Workmanſhyp ; 
and we know (ſaith Solomon) That whatſcever God doth, it 
ſoall be Jor ever, Nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 
rom it (Kk). 
f 2. Ee Niel and Holineſs be conſidered in the Gemtine Uſe 
and Property of them. Nothing ſo indangers the Soul, as 
Slt-tulnefs ; Faith, therefore, was ordained to nullifie that, 
and devolve the Soul on Another, viz. Chriſt 3 which the 
more it does, the ſafer it is; and having once done it, it 
never undoes it again. Fnith alſo is an Active Grace, and 
Diligent, and therefore thriving; He that hath it, ſliall have 
more of it ((), {then ſure he ſhall not loſe that he hath!) It 
is always travelling, and never tired; 1. Becauſe it travels 
in the Strength of Onanpotence, which never famts nor 1s wea- 
j (m) e And 2. Becauſe it Works by Love (n); which is the 
moſt kindly and efficacious Principle uf Service and great 
Acts. Love is an endlefs Skrew ; It has truly attain'd the 
Perpetual Motion, It enables to indure all things, and faileth 
wt (O). All that God doth tor tis People is from Love (p ), 
and all that they do tor God, grows from the tame Root; 
they love Him, becauſe He loved them firſt (q). Love is that 
which renders a Work both pleaſant to the Agent and ac- 
ceptable to the Object of it; Faith, therefore, working by 
Love, ſhall never be weary of its Work, nor fail of its End; 
It s of Faith, that it ung ht le by Grace, and confe juently 
ſure (r). And as fox Holineſs, (which is 4 17 accor- 
ding to God, and capacitates tor the Bleſſed V iGon) a little 
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ot it, in Truth, is of Infinite value; the very ſmoak of it ſlal 
not be quenched (s) : And it would be ſtrange, if a thing ſo 
precious ſhould be liable to Putrefaction: But it is not; ea, 
it changeth other things, but is it {elf never changed. it is 
of a . preading Nature; compared therefore to Leaven put 
Into the Soul, and hid there, till the whole Lump be ſeaſoned, 
It is of an aſtmilating Property; there is an Heavenly Tu. 
ure in it, which ſanctiſies all that it toucheth; To the pur 
a things are pure (t). It alſo meetens for Couverſe with God; 
ard it draws and ingageth the Soul to Him; Therg it is in itz 
Proper Element, and out of which it cannot live: And by 
this Converſe it is both increaſed, and ſublimated. 
A Natural Body once in being, can never be reduced to Ne. 
zhing : How then ſhould things of Divine Subſtance ? They 
are born of incorruptible ſeed , which liveth and abideth for 
ever (u): And as the Seed is, ſuch will be the Fruit; the 
older it grows, the tirmer it is; He that hath clean hands, al 
be flrouger and ſtronger (x). They are the Holy Sed; and 
thereture, though they cait their Leaves (at times) their Sub 
Fance us in them (y), by which they are ſill renewed, Holi- 
neſs is the Seed ot Glory; and Holy Perſons are in Glory, 
(as to its Kind, and the certainty of their Obtainment; 
albeit, it has no Glory at preſent, in Compariſon of that 
which ſhall be; as the Seed of a Roſe or Lilly, compared 
with the Flowers they will grow into; and which are Vi- 
tually in them. According with this, is that of our Saviour, 
He that believeth [hath\ Everlaſting Life (z) : It argues the 
certainty of their Perſeverance ; The Law of hi God us in li 
heart ; None of bis ſteps ſhall ſlide (a): And therefore he ſaith, 
Deſtroy it not, there u a bleſſing in it (b). 


Arg. III. Another Proof ariſes from the Nature, Extent, 
and Defign of Providence ;, or from the Intent aud Purpoſe of 
God, in that great variety of things which Believers are ex- 
erciſed with in the World, There are three things conſide- 
rable, io make out this Argument: 

I, That there u a Divine Providence which Governs the 
World; as in dividing to the Nations their Inheritance, and 
bounding their Habitations, at firſt; ſo, by continuing them 


— 
— 


(s) Math. 12, 20. (t) Tit. 1. 15. (u) 1 Pet. 1. 23. 


(x) Fob 17. 9. Iſa. 6. 13. AZ Joh, 6 6. (a) 37.31. 
(b) In, 6. 5, 8. 00 ＋ 3. (C) Joh, 3.3 ) If. 
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in Poſſeſſion or Outing them , at his Pleaſure ; ani this, 
ſometimes by very unlikely Means; and over-ruling thi. ss 
accordingly. Serr being given to Hau, and Ar to the Chil- 
dren of Lot ; and their Term not yet expired ; the Lord in- 
clines them to let Tſrael paſs thorow, and to give them Meat 
for their Money; whereas the Amorites, who were deſti ned 
to Deſtruction, He hardens their ſpirits, and makes them obſli- 
nate (c), that they deny them Palt&e, and come out againſt 
them in Battle. So, when He would tranſlate the Chaliean 
Monarchy to the Perfiarts 5 He A ee the One, but „ue up 
the Other's Spirits, and girde them with Strength (d). How 
oft doth the Scripture repeat, That the Lord rei neth; That 
He puts down One, and ſets up Another (e); That He doth accord- 
tne to His Vill, in the Armies of Heaven, and among ft the Inha- 
hitants of the Earth (f)? How evident is it in His humbling 
of Pharaoh, Nebuchadtiezzar, and others? This Providence 
reacheth to all manner of Perſons, Times, and Things; ard 
Circumſcribes them: It leaves not the leaſt thing to a 
Contingency ; Even Ravens, Sparrows, and Lillies; vea, 
and the Hairs of your Head are all numbered, and under the 
Conduct of the Providence of God (g). 

2. That the Defign and Courſ: of God's Providence, is to ge- 
compliſh His Purpoſe. As Providence governs the World, fo 
Purpoſe is the Director of Providence, He is a Provident 
Man that orders his Affairs prudently ; i. e. fo thit no- 
thing is wanting, nor any thing ſpent in waſte. Both theſe 
are in the Providence of God eminently ; for 1. It is All- 
ſuficient ; ſupplies all needs; gives all things pertaining; to 
Means and End. 2. It does nothing in vain, nothing tuyere 
fluous or impertinent to His Purpoſe, Things molt caſual 
to Men, are levelPd at a ſet and certain End : What the I. o. d 
peaks with His Mouth , He fulfils with His Hind (hy; ant His 
Act ſhall not vary a tittle from His Decree; For, Mn 
unto God are all tris Works from the beginning of the V. 
Whence was it, that Eſm tarried ſo long at Hunting, that he 
was over-faint ? That Facob was making Pottage quit when 
Eſau comes in; which ſet his Appetite on edge after it? But 
that the Purpoſe of God according to Eletion might ſtand : the 


(c) Deut. 2. 29, 30. (d) Fer. 15. 11. Ja. 45. 1---5. (e TY. 
A.. . 5.7.0) Dat, 4.35; (<) Matt's. E, 26. 
(1) 1 King. 8. 24. 
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Elder mu ſerve the Younger 5 which now came to paſs b 

the Sale of his Birth-right. And thus the Providence of yo] 
makes even the Prophaneneſs of Men ſubſerve to His Erd 
The Lord had determined to caſt Judah and Jeruſalem out of 
His ſight, tor their Obſtinacy ; and to this End (that is, to 
make way torit) I came to paſs, that Zedekiah rebelled again 
the Aug of Babylon (i) a It was to fulfil the Word of the 
Lore betore declared (), though that was far from the Re. 
beller's Intent. So He gave Orus all the Kingdoms of the 
Eurtb, that he might build His Temple at Feruſalem; and it 
was to fulfil His Purpoſe before alſo recorded, as is evi- 
dent (!), In like manner, Herod, Pilate, and the Jews, they 
all couſpire the Death of Chriſt, and each Party on 2 
feveral Account; not thinking in the leaſt, to fulſil the 
determinate Counſel of God; yet, Thut was it which Hoti- 
gence intended, as is plain by Acts 2. 23. As alſo the Sol- 
diers, in parting His Garments, and piercing His Side: It 
was their barbarous rudeneſs which put them upon it; But 
Providence deſign'd to make good a Prophecy, Theſe thing: 
| iherefore | the Soldiers did (m). All that God doth in 
Ts World, 1s the Tranſcript, or Impreſſion, of His Ancient 

ecrers. 

3. That the Providence of God never fails of its End. If He 
will Work, who ſhall lett it? For Our God is in Heaven, and 
doth whatſoever He will (n). And what will He Work? The 
things that are coming, and ſhall come (o): He hath both devi- 
led, aud done it (p). His Purpoſe is to preſerve His Peo- 
ple; and therefore, No Weapon that's formed againſt them ſpall 
proſper : Whoſoever gathers together againſt them, ſpall fall for 
their ſake (q) : For, As He hath purpeſed, ſo it ſhall ſtand (i). 
The Scriptures abound with Inſtances of this kind : As on 
the contrary, When the Lord will execute Judgment, the 
thing ſhall be done, be the Means never ſo weak and 1mpro- 
bable; Though the Army of the Chaldeans were all wounded Men, 
yet ſoall they burn Jeruſalem with fire (s); Shamgar ſhall kill 
Six hundred Men with an Ox-goad (t); and Samſon a Thou- 
ſand with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs (u). Theſe things con- 


(i) 2 Kings 24. 20, (k) 2 Chron. 36. 21. (I) Ver. 22, 23. 
(m) Fob. 19. 24. (n) Iſal..115. j- (o) Iſa. 44. 7. (p) Jer. 
51. 12. (J) Iſa. 54. 15, 17. (r) Chap. 14. 24. (s) Jer. 37. 10. 
t) Judg. 3. 31. (u) Ch. 15. 15, 25 

fiulered, 


{ered , 
Tempo 
things 

of Et er 
and Se 
Nou 
can 


Fr 
Tempt: 
whic { 
of (30 
all thin 
taget he. 
n; 
CHR 
nances 
their L 
{trate 1 
them; 
an 
once 
tures, 
been e 
vid, 2 
with h 
warily 
great 
alſo g 
to ſee 
port, 
of his 
and Q 
vil (a 
ger th 
the Te 
the af 


Tt by 
tn! 

Erd 
ut of 
IS, to 
gain 
t the 
e Re. 
F the 
und it 
S evi- 


they 


- of Perſeverance, 249 
ſidered, and laid together, (though moſtly referring to 
Temporal things) do ſtrongly inforce the Argument for 
things of Spiritual Concernment : Inaſmuch as things 
of Eternal Moment, are worthy of more peculiar Regard 
and Security. | 


Now, All a Believer's Exerciſes, which may ſeem to en- 


danver him, are either from the Guilt of Sins committed; 
From he Power of Indwelling Corruption; From Satan's 
Temptations, or Perſecution trom the World : None of 
which come on them accidentally, but as ops [ore-appyintes 
of God, and for à good Intent, It is for the Ele#s ſake that 
all things elſe have their Being (x); And are all canſed to work 
together for their good (y)3 As namely, to humble them for 
Sin; o wean them from the World; To indear FESUS 
CHRIST to them; To ſhew them the Uſefulneſs of Ordi- 
nances 3 To exerciſe and try their Graces 5 To purge out 
their Droſs ; To inable them to ſuccour others ; To demon- 
ſtrate the Wiſdom, Power, and Faithfulneſs of God towards 
them; To meeten them tor Glory; And to make them 
groan and long to be clothed-upon, with their Houſe from 
Heaven: As might plentifully be made out by the Scrip- 
tures, and the viſible Effects thereof upon thoſe who have 
been exerciſed thereby. To inſtance a few Particulars : Da- 
vid, after that great Miſcarriage in the Matter of Uriah, 
with his broken Bones upon it, walked the more humbly and 
warily all his Days: He was alſo the more intent on that 
great Duty of Teaching Sinners the Way of God (z. Peter, he 
alſo got ground by denying his Maſter ; thereby he came 
to ſee his own We:kneſs ; the need he had of Chriſt's Sup- 
port, and continual Prayer for him; and we hear no more 
of his Carnal Confidence, after that: but, what a Clamour 
and Outcry does he make againſt our Adverſary the De- 
vil (a) ! to warn others, by his own Example, what Dan- 
ger they are in by a Carnal Confidence. And doubtleſs,what: 
the Tempter got by Peter's Fall, he loſt the double of it b 

the after-watchfulneſs of others ; For, that's: the deſigned End, 
to Strengthen, Stabliſh, and Settle them (bꝰ. Paul! had a Meſſen- 
ger of Satan let looſe upon him, to buftet him; the End 
of which was to Humble him, and to ſhew him the ſuffi- 


—— — 


(x) 2 Cor. 4. 15. (y) Rom. 8. 28. (z) Halm 51. 13. 
(2) 1 Rt. 5,8, (b) Ver. Io, Luke 22. 31. 
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they are both called (interchangeably) by the ſame Name; 
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ciency of the Grace of Chriſt. *Tis likely alſo, that he got 
as much by that thorn in his Fleſh, as by his Rapture and Kcue- 
lation : To be ſure, they did well together, and poiz'd him 
the better tor his Work. The like Effe upon Fob (e). Ma- 
ry Magdalen , the remembrance of the ſeven Devils which 
Once poſſeſs'd her, and of that Love which cait them out; 
how did it heighten her Love to Chriſt, and keep her Het 
in a melting frame! She loved much, becauſe much was forgiven 
hey (d). The People's forty Years travel through that great 
and terrible Wilderneſs 3; among Fiery Serpents and Sec. 
ions, it was to prove them, and to do them good in the lat- 
ter End (e). They were allo ſent into Captivity for they 

oo (t): This was all the fruit intended, To take away their 

Siu (g), and to make them Partakey's g Hu Holineſs (h). Theſe 
things indeed, at preſent, are Phyſick, which Nature deſires 
not: Yet are they as needful in their Seaſon as our Food; 
and in very Faithfulneſs we mutt have them; which alſo is 
cv ident by the Scope of the New Covenant, as will appear at- 
terwards. Now, theſe things conſider'd and laid together; 
I think it may be well infetr'd, That all theſe things worketl 
Cod with Aan, not to deſtroy him, but to bring back bu Soul 

om the Pit (i); they are all made to turn to their Salvation; 
they have always, triumphed over them, and been more thay 

Conquerours thipugh. Hm. that loved them (k), and ever ſhall, 
And if this be the Fruit of all that doth or can befal a Be- 
licver, while in this World; (and there's no more of Evil or 
Danger when this is done) then welcome let them be (by 
the Grace of God) as another Demonſtration of their I N- 
V'INCIBLE PERSEVER ANCE. Whoſe u wiſe, aud will 
obſerve theſe things; even they ſhall underſtand the loving kind- 
neſs of the Lord (1). 


Arg. IV. A fourth Argument for the Saints Perſeverance, 
is built on their Union with Chr iſt; which is of that Intimate- 
neſs, that the Scripture ſets it forth by terms of neareſt Rela- 
tion; as Foundation and Building, Vine and Branches, Father 
and Children, Husband and Spouſe, Head and Members; yea, 


1 


(c) Job 23. 10. with Chap. 40. 4. and Chap. 42.6. (d) Lk. 


7. 47. (e) Deut. 8. 15, 16. (f) Jer. 34. 5. (g) Ja. 27.9. 
(h) Zeb. 12. 19. (i) Fob 33. 29, 30. (K) Nom. 8. 37. (1) H. 
107. 43. 
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He is called Jacob, and they are called Chriſt (m). And 
(which is more, if more can be) He communicates to them 
that Title which one would think Incommunicable, viz. The 
Lord our Rightzouſneſs (n). And this Union is ſuch as can 
never be dijttolved ; There's the like Onencſs between Chrift 
and them, as between the Father and Chriſt; as is plain By 
that Paſſage of His Prayer in the 17 Jobn, ver. 21. That they 
all may be One, (How One?) as thou Father art in Me, and J 
in Thee, that they may be One in w, They are ſo near to Him, 
that they are {aid to be of His Fleſh, aud of His Bones (o) : As 
alſo, that they are, ove Spirit (p). He and They are actua- 
ated by the Came Spirit, as the Head and Members ot the 
ſame Body are by one Soul. And this is the reaton why 
Believers cammot walk after the Fleſh. The Spirit of Life which 
v in Chri& Jeſus (as their Root) rules in them (q). They are 
preſerved in Chri (7 , as Noah was in the Alk; otas Bran- 
ches in their own Stock: For, this difference is ſtill to be 
noted, That Believers have not this life in themſelves, as 
Chriſt hath 3; but they have it in Him, which is beter for 
them than if in their own keeping: For, being in Him as 
in a Root, it is Natural to Him to communicate to them; 
and as Natural to them (by vertue of the Divine Nature 
communicated to them) to derive from iim: and conſe- 
uently, Becauſe, and while He lives, they ſpall live alſo (S9: 
e. that hath the Sou, hath Life (t); and they have it in 2 
Way of Right; as he that is poſſeſt ot the Soil, has Right to 
all that grows upon it. All that is Chtiſt's is theirs; there's 
a happy Commutation of Intereſts; their Debts, with the 
. thereof, are devolv'd upon Him; and all that 
was His, imputed and communicated to them. And His 
care of them is ſuch, that He will be able to ſay at the 
latter day, Of All that thou haſt given me , I have loft no- 
thing (u): He will not leave an Hoof behind. The Signet 
on His right hand (Men of ſhining out-11d-s) may poſlibly be 
pluck'd thence (x); but the leaſt joynt of Hu finger hall not; 
no Man that is Compos mentis, will ſuffer the meaneſt part of 
himſelf to gangrenè and periſh, it it be in his Power to help 


8 8 


— 
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(m) Tf. 24. 6. with 1 Cor. 12. 12. (n) Fer. 23. 6. with 
FR 16. (O) Eph. 5. 30. (p) 1 Cor, 6. 17. (q) Rom. 8. 2. 
r) Jude ver. 1. (s) Job. 14. 19. (t) 1 Job. 5. 12. (u) Job. 
17. Iz. (x) Fer, TT, Z4, 
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it: How then ſhould our Lord Chriſt? Who, beſides tly 
Natural Affection He hath to thoſe,of His own Body (y), 
hath alſo received a Commandment from the Father, to 
keep them oh 2), and is perfectly qualified, in all reſpetts, 
to make it good. On this account, as well as others, t 
Are compleat in Him (a). Believers are ſo One with Chr 
that whatſoever He did, they are ſaid to do it with Him; 
Circumciſed with Him (b) 3 Crucified with Him (c); Buried 
with Him (4); Roſe with Him (e); Aſcended with Him (f); 
And they ſit in Heaven with Him (g). It is no more poſlible 
tor Believers to miſcarry finally, than for Chriſt Himſelf to 
be held under the Power of the Grave ; there 1s one Law tar 
them both: It's a faithful ſaying, If we be dead with Hin, 
we ſball alſo live with Hm (h); Tf we ſuffer with Him, we ſbal 
be glorified together (i). As Chriſt once raiſed dies no more (x); 
ſo none of thoſe raiſed with Him, ſhall return any more to 
Corruption : For, He gave Himfelf for His Church; not 
only to ſanctifie and cleanſe it once, but once for Al; and to 
prefent it without ſpot or wrinkle at the laſt day (I): By that 
one Offering, He perfedted for ever them that are ſantified (m) 
Theſe are thoſe ſure Mercies of David, recorded in the 55th of 
Iſmab, and explained in that 13th of the As. 

It is not tor nothing, that cur Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
ſo often repeats that good Word and Promiſe concerni 
Believers ; (which ſurely He did as being greatly pleas 
with the thoughts of it;) I will raiſe Him up at the laſt day; 
and, I will raiſe him up at the laſt day---(n); 9.4. I will be 
with him unto the End of the World, and ſce him ſafe in 
Heaven: And this may be ſaid of it, (as by Joſeph to Ha- 
+206) The thing is doubled, becauſe it is Nabe F God, aud 
He will bring it to paſs (o). 2 | 


Ag. V. Another Argument for Believers Invincible Per- 
ſeverance, is, That all the Attributes of God do ſtand in- 
gaged for it. Virtue Invincible has undertaken it; therefore 
mult it needs ſucceed. | 

1. POWER. In Jer. 32.27, God's Soveraign Power 
over all Fleſh is laid down as the Ground of their Faith, 


— 


(y) Eph. 5. 25. (z) Joh. 6. 40. (a) Col. 2. 10. (b) Fer. 11. 
(c) Rom. 6. C. (d) Ver. 4. (e) Ver. 5. (f) Eph. 4. 8. (g) O. 
2.6. (h) 2. Tim. 2. 1 f. (i) Rom. 8. 17. (k) Ch. 6. 9. (1) Eph. 
5. 25, 26, 27. (m) Heb, 10. 14. (n) Job. 6. 39, 40, 44, 54. 
) Gen. 41. 32. touching 
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S tle auching their Return from Captivity, and His giving them 
ee Heart; and tor His ſo keeping them, that they /borld 
rn, tm; depart from Him any more, as _—_ had done ( p). 80, when 
Pets, ie would Strengthen His fainting People, He ſtiles Himſelf, 
they Br; Everlaſting God, The Lord, The Creator of the Ends of the 
b wth, who fainteth not, neither i weary (q) : And which is 
lim; Pet more, His Right Hand, and the Arm of Hu Strength, 
uri te engaged by Oath (r). In the 2 Tim. 1. 12. The Apoſtle 
(1); Lroues the Certainty ot his Salvation from the Per of God; 
ible Hhich he could not have done with any good reaſon ur 
If to comfort, had not that Power been ingaged for it;) I an 
w tor W,..; aſhamed---For I know \ Whom | I have believed; aud that tHe 
Hin, v able] to keep That I have committed to Him, againſt that du. 
And be gives the like Councel to others, where he points 
(K); Wat the [ Power | of God, to make all Grace abound in them (s). 
re tv The Calling alto of the Jews, and gratting them into Chriit, 
not Wis laid on the ſame Rock; For, God us | able | to graft them in | 
d to gain (t). In Epheſ. 6. He tells them what kin ot Enemies they | 
that vere to wreſtle with biz. Principalities, and Powers and Spiyimmat 
(my). WVickedneſs in High places (u); A ſort of Adverſaries tog po- | 
thot tent for Spirits hous'd in Clay: But, to harneſs them #: for 1 
; the Battle, he ſhews them a Power that's higher than Thoſe ; 1 
dur ind, indeed, much more above them, than they above us: [| 
ung And with This he would have them to inveſt themſelves; | 
esd Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the | Power of His Might | (x) - 1 
4% I This is an Armour compleat ; aptly term'd, The [ whc4e | a 
be ¶ Amour of God (y); and in this ſtrong Tower Believers ate | 
mn F ſafe. So likewiſe in Eph. 1. To confirm them, touching the 
Ila. Hope of his Calling, he brings in the | Mighty Power | of God, 
and MI even that exceeding Greatneſs of Hu Power, by which Hz raiſes 
ſus Chriſt from the dead; and ſet Him at Hu own Right Hang, 
far above all Principalities and Power, and putting all things un- 
Per- ¶ ter His feet (z) : Wherein he ſets forth Chrut 45 a Pattern 1 
in- or what God will do for Believers ; they ſhall be raiſe.|, j 
efore ¶ and ſet above all, as He was. And though they tometunes a 
fill ( for there is no Man which ſnneth not) (a), let it make 
th them more wary , but not diſcourage them; For, They bas 
alth, | Yo 
- IT. (p) Fer. 32. 36, to 41. (g) Iſa. 40. 28. (t) Ch, 62.8, 
) Ch. ) 2 Cor. 9. 8. (t) Rom. 11. 25. Col. 1. 11. (u) __— 12, 
Eph. () Ver. 10. (Y) Ver. 11. (2) Ch, 1.17 ---22. (3) 2 C. 
þ 54 36. 2 
ching 7:9, 
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not be | utterly ] ca# down (b); and this, becauſe The Loyd ups 
holdeth them with {His Hand.] The Archers may ſhoot at them, 
and ſorely grieve them; yet ſpall their Bow abide in ſtrength, 
and the Arms of their hands he made ſtrong by the Hands of thy 
Mighty God of Jacob (c). And well it is for us, that the 
Divine Power hath undertaken this difficult Work; and that 
the Scriptures do ſo clearly avouch it: For, nothing leſs 
could be 2 Buttreſs Cufficient to ſtay our Faith upon, touch 
ing our holding out to the End: But, becauſe He us ſtraw 
in Power, not one faileth (d). 

2. VIS DOA. This is an Ability to fit and direct Meay 
to their proper End. In Matters of ( concern, we find the 
Lord ſo laying His Work, that it caunvt miſcarry : If ther- 
fore it be His good pleaſure to ordain Men to Salvation; His 
Wiſdom requires, that it be in ſuch a Way as is ſure to ſucceed; 
and that al! ſorts of Impediments be either prevented, or ſo 
over-ruled, as not to interrupt, but become y/ulſervient to 
His great End. Having counted His colt and paid it off, 
and alſo began to Euld; it behoves His Wiſdom to ſee 
that His Work be done, and brought to Pertection (e); 
and accordingly to provide ſuitable Inſtruments; Cuch 
as He knows Hl do, and yet not Over-do the thing in- 
tended ; Much like to the Husbandman's ſorting his Seed 
to the Nature of the Soil, and Threſhing Inſtruments to 
the capacity of his Grain; he will not ute a heel, where 
the Rod will ſerve; nor 2 Kod where the Wheel is need- 
ful: And this he hath from his God, who inſtructeth him to 
diſcretion (F). So, the Lord ſtayeth His Rough Wind in the 
day of the Faſt-wind (g) He doth not only defign the 
End of a Man's Journey, but every Step in it is of His 
ordering (h); The Lord preſerveth His going out, and his coming 
in (i). In Ja. 26. 7. The Lord is (aid, To weigh the Path 
of the Just; Which is not meant, only of His obſerving 
their Works, and diſpenſing to them accordingly ; but, as 
prepondering what they ars to do, and what is requiſite for 
their doing or it ; and apyortioning their Strength and Afli- 
ſtance anſwerably. As at making the World, He weighed the 
Mountains in Scal.s, and the Hills in a Ballance (k) ; that its 


(b) Hal. 37. 24. (c] Gen. 49. 23, 24. (d) Ifa. 40. 26 
(e) Luke 14. 29, 30. La. 28. 25----28, (8) Ch. 27. 
8. (h) BM. 37. 23. Job 31.4. 

41. 12. 


(i) Hal. 121. 8. (Y) If 
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Parts might be of equal weight: Or, as one that's to run in 
4 Race, and muſt carry Weights about him; it will be his 
Wiſdom to have them evenly poiz'd ; So, the Lord ſets one 
thing againſt another in our Souls Concernments. Paul 
theretore brings in this Wiſdom of God, as well as His Power, 
to help their Faith touching their Eſtabliſhment (!) : And 
the Apoſtle Fude, 1n the cloſe of his FEpiſtle, gives Glory to 
God, as the Only | Viſe] God, upon the account of Hu keeping 
them from falling; and preſenting them faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of Hu Glory (m). 

. HO NOUR. The concernment of God's Honour, is 
ag an important Argument for Proof of this Doctrine: 
Ihe Lord's manner of dealing with His People of old, and 
the Reaſon of it, is an Inſtance above contradiction. The Pro- 
miſe of giving them Canaan, was not more abſolute thanthe 
Promiſe of Salvation to Believers; nor was it leſs cloged 
with Conditions, Threatuings and Cautions(whichwereatter- 
wards added:) But, the Promiſe being onde made abſolute, 
To thy Seed will I give this Land (n) ; the Lord held Himſelt 
obliged in Honour to make it good. How oft did He (zen: 
to be pouring out His Wrath to deſtroy them? Firit in 
pt; then in the Wilderneſs, &c. (o). And what kept it 
oft, but the Intereſt of His Honour? This put Him upon find- 
ing out Ways to deliver them; I wrought (ſays He) for my 
Names ſake (p) : The Lord did, as it were, labour to ſup- 
preſs His Righteous Fury, incenſed by their intolerable Pro- 
vocations : His Name and Honour were concern'd, and that 
held His Hands; He had once made an atſulute Promiſe, 
which therefore muft be made good, though they made them- 
ſelves never ſo unworthy of it. We likewiſe find in the 
48. of Iſaiah, That they had dealt very treacherouſly, than 
which nothing is more provoking : Bur, ſays the Lord, for 
my Names ſake will I defer mine anger: And again, For mine 


Own ſake, even for ſmine Own ſake] will I do it; For, how ſoould © 


my Name be polluted (q)? The Lord will over- look a thou- 
land Tranſgreſlions, rather than expoſe His Name and Ho- 
wur to reproach, as once it was by a Temporary ſuſpenſion; 
Io recover which, and that His Name might be ſfantiticd, 


(1) Rom, 16. 25, 27. (m) Jude v. 24, 25. (n) Gen. 12, 7. 


G. 15. 18. (o) Ezck. 30. 8, 13, 21, 22, 40. (p) Fer. 14. 


(D Ja. 48. 9, It, 


Hs 
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He will bring them home again; yea, though it be jj 
the Eyes of Men, a thing Impoſſble 5 and they themlelyg 
do think ſo likewiſe 3 for, Our hope ts lot, and we are cu 
of, (ay they (r); And again, My hope is periſbed from thy 
Lord (s). Whether at home, or abroad, they ſtill cauſe 
His Name to be Prophaned; And for this His Hoy 
Name, He had pity on them (f): For, it He ſhoull 
have caſt them off for ever, It would have been aid, 
That He did nut foreſce how unwurthy a People they 
would be; Or, He was not able to keep them in thei 
own Land, nor to bring them back again; Or elſe, that 
He was changeable in His Purpoſes, and not true to His 
Word, & c. Some Refietion or other they would caſ upon 
Him, which He would not bear. All which, and much 
more of like kind, is applicable to Believers with reſyes 
t /) their Pericverance. 

4. FUSTICE, or Righteouſneſs. There can hardly be found 
2 firmer Support, or more full Conſolation to Believers, than 
That the Juice of God is engaged to ſave them; For, The 
ig t ots Lord lodeth Righteouſneſs (u), and cannot deny Himſelf, 
He would not juſtifie any, No, not His very Elett, but ina 
way conſiſtent with HisFuſtice : For which cauſe, He ſet forth 
Hts Son a Propitiation for Sin. Surely then, having received 
the Attonement , He will not expoſe His Juſtice to cenſure, 
by leaving them, in any wiſe, obnoxious to Condemnation, 
Salvation Now is their due, His Grace hath made it ſo, by both 
giving and accepting ſuch a Price for it as engageth Righ- 
tevuſneſs it ſelt to = them; For, Who ſhall condemn ſiuce tu 
Chriſt that dy'd (x)? It is as Rightevus a thing with God to 
Sive Reſt to His People, as Tribulation to thoſe that trou- 
ble them (y). Paul thersfore builds his expectation of the 
_ Crown, upon this Attribute as well as any other; Hence- 

forth is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lad 
the ¶ Righteous | Judge ſball give me at that day (2). The Righ- 
teonſneſs of God lecures to them, their holding out, to fi 
their Courſe, and io keep the Faub, as well as the Reward when 
their work is done. God ig not unriehteaw to forget Hu 
[ Peoples ] labour of love (a), much leſs | Chriſt's.] This gue 
the Apoſtle to be perſwaded better things of thoſe he writes to, 

(r) Ezek, 37. tr. (s) Lam. 3. 18. (t) Ezek. 36. 29, 21. 
(u) Hal. 11. 7. (.) Ko. S. 34. (y) 2 Theh. i. 6, 7. (2) 2 Tin. 
4. 8. (a) Heb. 6. 18. | 
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thtn to be ſubje? to falling away (a). The Blood of the Et er- 
lating Covenant, is ingaged to make them 17 in every good 
work, to do His will (b), Yea, They ſhall bring forth fruit in 
their Old age (e); and this, To declare that the Lord is Upright, 
and n0 [nag in Him (d). 

5. The FAITHFULNESS, or Truth of God, is alſo 
concern'd in the final Perſeverance of Believers. For, ha- 
ring drawn them from all created bottoms, to a total rely- 
ance on Himſelf; He cannot but give them That they have 
truſted Him for. The Lord will not be to His People as that 
broken Staff Egypt was to the Jews, to fail them at their 

ateſt need; which is, when they are loſt, driven away, Bro- 

en, and ſick, and perhaps have no mind to return; as Ephrain, 
who went on fiowardly 0 3 Then is the fit time tor the Faith- 
fulneſs of God to diſcover it ſelf, by ſeeking them out, 
bringing them back, binding them up, healing and com- 
forting them (F). To heal their backſlidings, as it ſhews the 
Freeneſs of God's Love, ſo His faithfulneſs. The Lord will 
wet behold iniquity in Jacob (g); i. e. He will not take no- 
tice of it, ſo as to recede from His Word: For, He could 
not but ſee their Petverſeneſs and Murmurings; for which He 
puniſhed them ſeverely ; and ſometimes made as if He would 
diſinherit them: but Gin He remembered His Covenant, and 
that reſtrain'd it: The Lord had bleſſed, and therefore Fen 
could not reverſe it; neither themſelves, by their inſuffe- 
table Contumacy, nor Balaam with his Inchantments (Y). 
The Lord loveth Judgment, (i. e. Truth and Faithfulneſs;) 
and therefore He for ſaketh not His Saints, they ave preſerved for 
ever (i). The Saints are in League with God, Ney have mage 
« Covenant with him by Sacrifice &) ; and 'tis a LNG ot His 
Own 8 by which He hath obliged Himſelf to 
prote& them. And, tho' Men may break their Compacts, 
the Holy One of Iſrael will not; He is not Man that He ſhould 
he, nor the Son of Man that He ſhould Repent (I). David ha- 
ung made God his Fortreſs, concludes ftom thence, that 
ive Name of God was engaged to lead, and to guide him (my. 
Thoſe Corinthians were as liable to Temptations as other 


— —p— — — 
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(a) Heb. 10. 9. (b) Ch. 13. 20, 21. (c) V. 92. 14. (d) Ver 
t5. (e) Iſa. 57. 17, 18. (f) Ezek. 34. 16. (p) Numb. 23. 2 t. 
(h) Ver. 20. (i) J. 37. 28. (k) Mal. 50. 5. (1) Numb. 23. 19. 
(m) F. 16. 1. with H. 31. 3, 4. 
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Men who fell by them; for they had ſtxong remainder 9 
Corruption, (as appears by both the Epiſtles) anda ſubti 


Adverſary to obſerve and draw it out : Beſides, They wer 
highly Gitted, and ſo the more ready to think themſelyg 
above the Rank of ordinary Chriſtians z than which, nothing 
could mote expoſe them to Danger: But, notwithſtandi 
all theſe Diſadvantages, they ſliall be kept; the Faithfulng 
of God, that ſecures them, and ſpall confirm them unto. th 
Eid (n); For, God is Faithful (ſays he) by whom ye were (A 
led; It is as if he had ſaid, God would never have Calle 
you into the Fellowſhip of His Son, if He had not reſo} 
ved to keep you there. So _— he tells them, God mil 
not ſuffer them to be tempted above that they are able (o); and 
he brings it in as an Inference from the Fagthfulneſs of God, 
He likewiſe lays the ftreſs of his Confidence for the The. 
ſuloniaus being preſerved blameleſs unto the 72 of Quit 
upon the ſame Attribute; Faithful i he that Calleth you, vn 
alſo will do it (p). And when he would move the Hebrews to 
purpoſe, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith without 
wavering, he uſes the ſame Engine {till ; | Faithful} i be tha 
promiſed (4). Peter, he alſo dire&s the Saints to Commit 
their Souls unto God, in well doing, as unto a Faithful \ Cru 
tor (r). Now, the Scripture always propounds to us, ſuch 
Attributes and Motives as are proper to the Matter ig 
hand; and therefore, in ſtyling God, here, a Faithful Crea- 
tor; it's as much as to ſay, He that hath wrought you for tha 
ſelf ſame thing u God (s) ; who is Faithful to His Purpoſe, ct 
firſt Intent of His Work; and will therefore Perfect it, not- 
withſtanding the fiery Tryal you are to paſs under (t): You 
may therefore build upon 1t, and commit your. ſelves 
to Him accordingly ; For, Hu Faithfulneſs ſbal not fail (u); 
and conſequently not yours. | 


6. MERCY: This Attribute alſo, freely contributes to Ig 
the Saint's Perſeverance, Mercy reſpects Men in diſtreſs, ih; 


to ſupport and bring them out, not having of their own 
to help themſelves : This, none are ſo ſenſible of as Be- 
lievets; Them therefore will Merc 


Hof. 14. 3, In thee the Fatherleſs findeth Mercy. Pſal. 59. 14 
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(n) 1 Cor. 1. 8, 9. (o) Ch. 10. 13. (p) 1 Thef. 5. 23, 24. 
(q) Heb. 10. 23. (15) 1 Ert. 4. 19. (s) 2 Or. 5. 5. (t) 1 Ert. 
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the Lord are EP (y)- And it is His pleaſant Path, called 
therefore Hu Delight (z); It pleaſeth Him above any thing; 
yea, He takes pleaſure iu them that Hope in His Mercy (a). We 
may ſay, in a ſenſe, Hu Throne, (i. c. His Glory in the 
World) is upholden by Mercy (). It is Mercy that makes Men 
to fear Him (c). The 136 Halm throughout, is an Encomium 
of Mercy, as That which doth all for us; and this, becauſe 
it endures for ever. In the 138 Hal the Prophet grounds his 
Confidence touching: his Perſeverance, upon this Attribute 
expreſly; viz. That God would Perfet that which concerned 
lim, becauſe His | Mercy | (which began the Work) endureth 
for ever. The great Covenant 15 Hi, in Mercy, and 1s 
therefore ſtiled, The ſure Mercies of David, Iſa. 55. 3. I ſhall 
not add touching this Attribute; For, if all the Xen be on 
our ſide, (as you fee they ate) the Aſer cy of God muit needs 
be for us; for, tis That, indeed, which bath eng iged and 
brought in all the Reſt. 


Ag. VI. The Saints Perſeverance may alſo be argued from 
the Ends of their Being with the Author of thoſe Ends: This 
the Scripture puts werght upon. Their Ends are to glorthe 
God, and to be glorified with Him: But, neither ot theſe 
can beattain'd without Perſevering: Not the firſt; For, no- 
thing ſo diſhonours God, as Apoitacy : Not the latter, be- 
cauſe ſuch only as endure to the End ſhall be ſaved. They 
muſt therefore Perſevere, or thoſe Ends will be fruſtrate ; 
which will not ſtand with the Author's Intereſt or Authori- 
ty. That _ were the Ends of their Being, is evident; 
ſa. 43. 21, Theſe people bave I formed for my ſelf ;, and e. 7. 
| created him for my Glory. The Apoſtle alſo is very expreſs 
or it, in 2 Cor. 5. where, ſpeaking of that Divine Building 
in the Heavens, | 
wought for that ſelf ſame thing. The manner of Expreſſion is 
vorthy of Remark : It is not barely ſaid, this End, or this 
Ihng, we were made for; but, in effect, ths very Thing and 


Foching elſe, (to be ſure, nothifig leſs) was the Scope and End 


t our Creation, both old and new, even of all God's Work- 


(x) Exod. abby y) If. 25. 10. (z) Micah 7. 18. (a) If. 
147. Il. (b) Pop, 20.28, (c) Hal. 139. 4. 
31 manſhip 
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The God of my Mercy ſhall preſerve me, Mercy is the Name of 
God and His Glory (x). Mercy is His Way ; All the paths of 


prepared for Believers ; he tells us, They were 
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manſhip upon us. And as evident it is, that God Him- 
ſelf is the Author of thoſe Ends, and that therefore 
cannot miſcarry. _— this ground the Lord would have 
His People to found an Undauntable Confidence; as m 
well be gather'd from His ſo frequent indigitating of it, 
In Iſa. 43, He thus fortifies them againſt the ſoreſt of evils; 
Fear not, for [I] have Redeemed thee ; | I] have called ther; 
and v. 7, [I] have created him ; [I] have formed him; yea, [I] 
have made him | I, even I the Lord, ] ver. 11, and Chap, 
4T. 10, Fear thou not, for | I] am with thee, | I ] will ſirens. 
then thee, | I | will help thee, yea | I ] will uphold thee : % 
Emphaſis hes in the Perſon active, [I] ie. I the L ORD, 
(a note of Infinite ſignificancy and O_— Believers!) 
The Apoſile alſo in that 2 Cor. 5. that Behevers mi 
know themſelves invincably ſecur'd, he points us to G ON, 
as the great Author of thoſe important Ends, and Al- 
mighty Undertaker for their Accompliſhment ; He tha 
wrought w for the ſelf ſame thing, # GOD. It is as if he 
had ſaid, It is impoſſible we ſhould loſe the thing we were 
wrought for, becauſe it is GOD that wrought us for it. 
It is not the © I of an Idol; that is, of ſome 
Ignorant , Raſh, Fallible, or Mutable Agent; ſuch a One 2 
may poſſibly be ſurpriz*d by unlook'd-tor Accidents ; C- 
cumvented by a Sublimer Underſtanding 3 Over-born by 2 
Power above him; or Recede from his purpoſe, thro' Levity 
and Fickleneſs of his Nature, &c. But it is GOD, whois 
Viſe in Heart, and Mighty in Strength, Job. 9.4. It is He from 
whom all things that are have their Being, and are perfectly 
under His Rule and Obeyfance. He had Eternity before Him, 
to lay His Deſign ſurely ; and accordingly , He declareth the 
End from the Beg inning. it is therefore as impoſſible for Him 


either to Do, or negle# to do, or Suffer to be done, any thing} 


whereby His Purpoſe might fuffer diſappointment z as it i 
impoſlible That God ſhould lye. He would never have ſet up 
thoſe Ends as the Sum and Upſhot of His Deſign ; it He 
had not Determin'd to ſee them made good. And there- 
fore (as ſays the Apoſtle) Ve are always confident , That when 
abſent from the Body, we ſball be preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. 
5. 6, 8. This is alſo further confirm'd by that compendious 
Promiſe, Jer. 31. 33. Twill be their God, and they ſhalt be 


my Teo e Every word here hath a peculiar Emphaſis ; 


3- [For ever]: This | I wif} imports both à fixed N 
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and Time without limit. It is as it He had ſaid, Tho' other 
Lords have had the Rule over you, and you have ſtill a prone- 
neſs to revolt to them; it ſhall not be; I will not be Outed 
any more; I'll heal your backflidings, and be your God till: 
Pl! carry it towards you and for = „as becomes a God to 


do; and I will make you ſuch a ple, as becometh God to 
own ; I will not be aſhamed to be called your God, Heb. 11. 16. 


It would indeed be both a Diſparagement and Diſſatisfaction 
to God, it His People ſnould fail of that He made them for; 
which certainly cannot be, becauſe God is theirs ; and if 
God be theirs, all things are theirs, buth this World aud 
that to come; 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23, 


Ag. VII. Laftly, For the final Perſeverance of Believers 


4 _ al Argument is fetch'd from the Soveraign Decree of 
Naben“ 1 callit Soveraign, partly becauſe it is the bighe# 
Manifeſtation of God's abſolute Dominion over His Crea- 


fures, in chuſing whom He would, aud paſling by the reſt : 
Partly alſo, becauſe all ſorts of things whatſoever are ſub- 
ted to It, and made Subſervient to Its final Accompliſh- 
ment. And this I take for a Principal Keaſon why Election 
s ſo Soy plac'd in Eternity, (or before the Founda- 
tion of the World) viz. to ſhew, That the very Fabrick of the 
World, and all Occurrences therein, were ſo contrived and 
framed in God's Decree, as having Ele&ion for their pri- 
mry Scope and End: That this firſt Cauſe is the Supream 
Moderator of all intermediate Cauſes, and is it ſelf Cubje& to 
None, It was not any Lovelineſs in Elect Perſous which mo- 
ved God to love them at firſt : ſo neither ſhall their unlovely 
Backſlidings depriye them of it; though it may be Eclips'd 
by their own Default, to the breaking of their Bones. The 


is Own, which 
te would afterwards imprint upon them; and this He itil] 
proſecutes through all Diſpenſations. : | 

That Ele& Nation. the — they Apoſtatized from God, 


Ind did worſe than any other; yet would not the Lord 


utterly caſt them off. In Samuel's time their Wickedneſs 


{vas very great; yet, ſaith he (to ſtay them from total Apo- 


lacy) The Lord will not forſake you: But what's the Ground 
of that his Confidence, and grand Warranty ? The very 

the Lord will not forſake you, 
becauſe | It hath pleaſed the Lord to make you Hi People:] Not 


wecauſe they remembred their Duty, and returi'd to G y ; 
| 8 4 | '1t 
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but becauſe He remembred for them His Covenant In purſu- 
ance whercot, He long maintained their Title, notwithſtand. 
ing their often repeated Forfritures; and when in Captivity, 
brought them Home again. And indeed, there's nothing 50 
melts the Hearts of Ihoſe in Covenant with God,as that the 
Lord ſhould be pacified towards them after all their Abomnnations (t), 
The manner of God's dealings with this People, is eſpe. 
Clally Iuſtructise, to help the Faith of the Spiritual Election, 
upon all Occaſions ; as holding forth the ſpecial regard the 
Lord has tor them, becauſe of His Covenant: That though fie 
may aud will puniſh their Iniquities; yet His loving Kind- 
neſs He willnot take from them. And He puts it ſtill upon 
His haviny once choſen them; as ye have it 1nFeremy,ch.gr,y, 
f have choſen thee, and nut caſt thee away. This latter Clauſe, {4 
not caſt thes away] ſeems added to ſhew, that Nis Chuſing then 
vas an Act πeßealalle; g. d. I knew beforehand what tho 
wouldſt do, and how thou wouldſt prove; and if 1 had meant 
Eccr to caſtthee off; yea, if I had not reſolved againſt it; 
would not have choſen thee at all: But fince I have, be ſur 
Til ſtand by thee, I will ſtrengthen thee, I will help thee, yea, J 
will vphold thee with the Rizhi Hand of my Righteauſneſs, +. 
It is true, the Body of that Nation, for their Unbelief, 
are :2w broken off; there is a ſuſpenſion of the outward 
part ofthe Covenant: Not, that God intends an utter Re- 
jection of them; For, ſuch as have part in the ſpecial Election, 
are always ſaved (); and the Time will come when Al Iſrael 
thall he taved : For, as touching the Eledtion, they are belovel 
fill, tho? yet unborn, For their ſakes it was, that thoſe days 
of tribulation were ſhortened, Matth. 24. 22. W hich anſwers 
to that in Jaiab 65. 8. Deſtroy it not, there 1s a bleſſing in it, 
The Lord will not ſo much regard what they have done, 
Or deſerw'd ; as what His Covenant is concerning Aa 
Seed; which minding of His Covenant is from the unchange 
allen of His Purpoſe ; and therefore, though broken oft at 
E ey ſhall be grafted in again (x). Tho driven into al 
Lands; Scattered into Corners; mingled with the Heathen; 
an] become ſo like them, as not to be known aſunder ; yet 
<lng His Choſen, and within His Covenant, He will bring 
hem out vi their holes, and gather them | One by One] (y): 
He will do it ſo accurately, exactly, punctually, that None ſhall 
e wanting; 7% Sifted aiuong all Nations, not [One] gram ſpat 
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(t) Ezek.16.62, (u) Rom. 11. 7. (x) Ver. 24. (v) Ja. 27. 7 
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fall to the Earth (2). The Reſervation mentioned in Rom, 11+ 

Was God's Ommpotent ſateguarding His Ele&, when the 

eſt of the Nation fell to Idolatry : They had gone Al as 

well as Some, had not Election held them back; it's there- 

fore ſad to be | According] to the Election of Grace; Elec- 

tion was the Pattern, and Reſervation the Copy of it. And, 

that this was not a ſingle Cafe, or reftrain'd to that preſent 

time, is evident from Matth. 24. Where our Saviour fore- 

tels, that the Subtilty of Deceivers, and Temptations of the 

times, ſhall be ſuch; and the Torrent riſe to that Strength ; 

that twill be next to impoſſible, not to be carried away by it ; 

but for the Elect, they are ſafeguarded ; Hor? By the 

coming in of the firſt and Soveraigu Cauſe ;, by the vertueor 
which, the whole torce and influence of thoſe ſecond Cauſes, 

ſhall either be prevented, or removed, mitigated, inverted, 

ort ned, or over-ruled (a); and the Faith of His Seulcq- 
Ones ſo confirmed, that they ſhall not be hurt by them (5) ; 

yea, (and which is more) Thoſe very things, which are de- 

ſtructive to others, ſhall work life in them. This turn'd Ha- 

laam's Curſe into a Bleſſing to Iſrael (c); and Pat's All idbi- 

ons to his Salvation (d): They are to Then a Cauſe of Hi 

up the Head (e). And if it were not ſo, the Apoſtle could 

not Exhort us to count it all Foy when we fall into divers Temp- 

tations (f); but that in the midſt thereof He keepeth the feet 

of His Saints (g): For (fays God) they are my People, Children 

that will not lye (h); 9.4. They are of thoſe I have choſen, and 
ſet apart for My Self; and therefore, they ſhall not truitrate 

My Purpoſe in chuſing them ; which ſeems implied in the 
word [So] So He was their Saviour; JI will fave Them, becauſe 
I have made them My People. : 

And further, *tis worthy your notice; That this Sove- 
raign Decree is always Regnant; a Kingdom that beareth 
rule over all, and ſhall [neter] be broken (i), Hal. 89. 34, 
My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the Ling that u gone out 
* My lips; My Covenant ſhall ſtaud fait with him, ver. 28. It 
is meant of the Covenant made with David and his Houſe ; 
or rather, with Chriſt and His Spiritus Seed, of whom Da- 
vid was a Type, And that we might hue Long Conſolation, 


— — — (O — — 
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(2) Amos 9. 9. (a) Maith. 24.22. (b) Ezek. 9. C. Rev. 7. 3. 
(c) Deut. 23. 5. (d) Phil. 1. 19. (e) Luk. 21. 28. (f) James 
2. 1. (g) 1 Sam, 2. 9. (h) Ja. 63. 8. (1) Dan, 2. 44. 
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the Lord is pleaſed to bind it with an Oath z; Once (ii, 
Once tor all, and once for ever; it was ſo full, perfect, any 
abſolute that it needed no Alteration, Amendment, or N. 
rr hace Iſmorn by My Helineſs, that I will not lye unn 
avid, v. 35. And how impoſſible it was that this Covenant 
ſhould be broken, appears by Jeremy, who ſpeaking in thy 
Name of the Lord, delivers it thus; If 2 can break MyCoe- 
nant of the Day, aud My Covenant of the Night, that there ſhoull 
not be Day and Night in their _— ; Then * alſo My Cre 
naut be broken with David My Servant (k): Here note, b 
the way, that Day and Night take their turns; but ſtill it i 
in their Seaſon. And David himſelf ſays of it, that It in. 
Copenant | Everlaſiing | Ordered in all things, and [Sure] (1); 
i. e, Whatever might poſſibly fall in to interrupt it, then 
was That Order obſerv'd in the Compoſitionof the Covenant, 
and ſuch a Power laid up within it; as ſhould certainly 
over-run and bear down thoſe Impediments, triumph over 
ad, and hold on its Way: (as all the Tempeſts and Tumult 
that happen in this lower World, can in no wiſe obſtrut 
the Courſe and Hatmony of the 5 Orbs.) He ther- 
tore declares in high, yet humble Expreſſions; that he de- 
res no other or better Security for his Salvation. And it 
is not unlikely, that David and Solomon were both of them 
left to thoſe great and grievous Backſlidings, to give Proc 
Of the Surenef: of this Covenant; which indeed was ſufhct- 
ently dont by them and tried to the uttermoſt : For, they 
both broke the Covenant on their part; and yet, the Cove- 
nant was not Null'd: No thanks to them, but to that Sore- 
ien Grace that had laid in Proviſion before to prevent it, by 
making it Abſolute and Unrepealabſe. Vet will not the Lord 
cove at their Miſcarriages; But, If his Children forſake My 
Law and break My Statutes ; I will viſit their Tranſgreſſions with 
the Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes : Neverthelef, My bor- 
ins kingueſs will I nat utterly take from bim, nor ſuffer | My\ 
faithfulxeſs to fail, There was indeed (at times) aſceming to 
make void this Covenant (i); and great Complaints are mad: 
upon it (as well there might) but it revives, and looks 
rreſh again; ſoy comes in the Morning; as is evident by 
the cloſe ot that Pſalm, Bleſſed be the Lord for ever more, Amen 


— 
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and Auen! Its return was the more welcome for its tempo- 
rary abſence 3 and therefore he meets it with a double gra- 
tulation, Amen and Amen! It was but in a little Wrath that He 
hid his Face from them; and that but for a Moment of Time, 
But, with everlaſting kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, ſaith the 
Lord thy Redeemer. The Mountains ſball depart, and the Hills 
be removed; but My kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee ;, neither 
Hall the 2. My Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that hath 
Iſuq on thee (0 n Jeremy another impoſſibility is inſtan- 


ced, to ſhew the Eternal validity of this Covenant ; Thus 


ſaith the Lord, If Heaven above can bemeaſmed, and the Foundati- 


ons of the Earth ſearched out beneath; I will * caſt off all the 
Seed of Iſrael, for all that they bave done, ſaith the Lord (p). 
The LORD (you ſee) has made Himſclt both the Ah 
and Omega of this great Sentence; to ſliew, that both Ends of 
the Covenant are in His own Hands. 

By theſe Scriptures (with many Others) it is apparent, 
there ſhall be no failure on God's part; and conſcquently, 
None at all; becauſe He hath taken on Himſelf the Pertor- 
mance of the hole; Not ſo, as to exempt us from our Du- 
ty but reduce us to it, and carry us thro? it : Believers 

refore ſhall be invincibly ſecur'd to the end of their 
Faith, the Salvation of their Souls. 

Yet doth not this Doctrine go free of Contradifion : and 
truly, conſidering how plain and pertinent the Scripture is 
tor it, it may well be conjectur d, That if the firſt impug- 
ners of Perſeverance had not found themſelves in a 157; 
and neceſſitated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of other 
Principles they had befare eſpouſed , and which would nos 
ſtand with this; they would never have ſet themſelves 
againſt it. But Errors (like Truths in that) do hang toge- 
ther; Or, as links in a Chain, the firſt Mover draws the reſt 
after it: But, I truſt, thro' help from Above, all the Objections 
that are laid againſt this Doctrine, ſhall (by one hand or 
other) prove to its farther Confirmation. The chief that 
have occur'd to me, ate theſe that follow; and if I had 
met with any more” conſiderable, I hope I fl.ould not have 
ſhun'd their Tryal. N 
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Obj. The Doctrine of Abſolute Perſeverance deprives Men of 
the ſharpeſt Bit which God hath given them, to curb the un- 
regenerate part of the Su; We mean the Fear and Dread 
of Eiernal Fire. AA "Cs 


Anſw. The Law is good, if lawfully us'd; fo is Fear, in 
its Time and Place; but out of that it is as a Bone out of 
Joint. The Law Works by Fear, as 4 School-Maſtet unto 

Chriſt ; It is ordinarily the firſt occaſion of our motion to- 
wards believing. , The Heir whilſt a Child may be under the 
tutorage of Fear? But when Faith is grown! up, then caſt ou 
the Bondwoman and her Son; Fear ſhall not be Heir with 
Faith: For, tho? it be a good Servant, tis an ill Maſtet. 
For Fear, to predominate Faith, is tor Servants to ride, while 
Princes walk on the Earth; which is an Errour” the Earth" cannot 
bear (g). Believers ( ayers, ſuch as know themſelves ſo 
to be) receive not the Spirit of Bondage azam to fear (r): They 
are acted Now by another, Principle, a8 2, Horſe that is 
throughly broke and well wayed, 1s better Manayed by a 
gentle Hand, thana biting Curb. Faith works by Love; 
is not henceforth the Fear of Wrath, but the Senſe o 
Chriſt's Love in delivering from Wrath, that both curbs the 
unregenerate part, and carries to hunde ere of Obedience 
than Fear is capable of; Altho' at times, all ſorts of Motives 
may be needfil to kcep us going; and the Lord for Exerciſe 
of our Graces, and other Holy Ends, may let the deareſt of 
His Children long conflict with their Fears; under which 
He yet ſupports them, and brings them forth like Gold, at 
laſt. . See Ethan's complaint, and the cloſe He makes, in 
the 89th Halm. Sce alſo, that excellent Treatiſe, 4 Child of 
Light, walking in darkneſs, cc 72 

There be two ſorts of Fear; of God, and of the Crea- 
ture. Creature Fear Believers are full called from; and 
with good Reaſon, as ye will find aftet. Godly Fear is 
=_ another thing; it's a Grace of the largeſt. import; no 

aving Grace, but, this Fear is put for it, or joyned with it; 
which juncture ſhews its import in that place. Tis ſome- 
times put for Faith, Gen. 22. 12, with Heb. 11. 17. Sometimes 
for Love; Hul. 130. 4. with Luk. 7. 47. For Reverence allo, 
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(q) Esccleſ. 10. 5, 7. with Prov. 30. 21, 22. (r) Rom. 811 
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Hal. 89. 7. Levit 19. 3. Heb. 12. 28. For Y gilance and C- 


cumſpection, 2 Cor, 7. 11. For Subjettion, or Obſervance, Mal. 
I. G. Holineſs alſo is coupled with Fear, 2 Cor. 7. 1. So is 
Meekneſs, 1 Pet. 3. 15. So alſo is Anwledge, Wiſdom, and 
good Underſtanding, Prov. 1. 7. H. 111. 12. Sometimes the 
whole of Religious Worſhip is intended by it, Judges C. 10. 
Iſa. 8. 13. Job. 1. 1. and 8, This fear ariſeth from the fight 
of God's Holineſs, Greatneſs, Juſt ſeverity againſt Sin; with 
the Freeneſs of His. Grace, Sureneſs of His Covenant, Ful- 
neſs that is in Chriſt, and our Intereſt in Him; wherewith 
that ſlaviſh fear of Hell will not conſiſt. On this Account, 
the ¶ Lord our God] is ſaid to be a | fearful Name] Deut 28. 58. 
1,6 It's the only Object worthy of our Faith, Love, Reve- 
rence, and Rene Worhip And according to this Sente 
of the Word, Bleſſed is the Man that feareth always. But, 
touching the Fear of Hell, as ſuppoſed the beſt Curb to Sin, 
and Promoter of Perſeverance, it ought to be rejected. How 
tar it may influence an unregenerate Perſon, as a Curb to 
his Luſts, is not the Queſtion here; but if Saul and Judas 
ran headlong to Hell, with this Bit in their Mouths; then 
the. ſharpeſt Bit is not the moſt Effectual Curb. Arguments 
againſt it are obvious; 1. That by which God purifies the 
Heart, and whereby Behevers are irengthened to a Concur- 
rence with Him in that Work, is ſurely the propereſt Curb 
to Sin: That alſo which weakens, and tends to deſtroy 
the Root, muſt needs be more Effectual than That wiuch on- 
ly binders ſome puttings of it forth : But, all this is done by 
aith ; this lays the Ax to the Root; By Faith God purifies 
the Heart (s); and every One that bath this hope, purifs:th him- 
ſelf as he us pure (t). There's no ſuch Vertue aſcribd to the 
Fear of Hell; but plainly, the Spirit of Fear is oppos'd to 
the Spirit of Love, of Faith, and of a Sound Mind (u) 2. That 
which has the place of an End in Chriſt's delivering from 
Enemies, can be no let to Perſeverance: But, That we 
might ſerve God [without fear] has the place of an End in 
that Deliverance (x). 3 That which the Scripture holds, 


forth as an help to Perſeverance, cannot be an hindrance to- 


it; but, the Scripture holds forth Faith and Confidence in 
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(s) 4s 15 9. (t) 1 Job. 3. 3. (u) 2 Tim. 1. 7. (x) Luk. 
i. 74775. 5 | 
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God, as a Principal help to Perſeverance (y). 4. That 
which Irritates the unregenerate Part, cannot be ſaid to Curb 
it But, Thu does the fear of Wrath; when the Commandgment 
came, Sin revived (z); i. e. It took occaſion by the Law's re- 
{traint, tor the ſtronger reſurgency againſt it; and So, the 
Law worketh Wrath (a); as a Torrent ſtop'd in its Couiſe 
grows more impetuous: Cain was an inſtance of this (6); 
and even Paul in his unxegeneracy (c): When throughly 
convinc'd of Sin, if Grace ſtep not in as its Guardian, the 
Soul's undone. That Scripture Matth. 10. 28. gives the Ob- 
jection no Countenance; The Fear there intended, is that 
wh:ch hath Faith and Love in it; Feay not them which kill the 
Body ; but fear Him that is able to deſtroy Soul and Body in Hell, 
The two Objects of Fear he puts in the Ballance; to thew 
bow little reaſon we have to balk our Duty for feat of Men, 
whoſe Power can but reach to a bodily Death; and how 
much more to fear Him that has the Keys of Death and of 
Hell; that is, who hath Power to caſt into Hell, might juſt- 
Iy have done it, aud vet hath ſaved us from it: And this 
Fear is Love; as is evident by Mat. 10. 37, where ſpeaki 
of the ſame thing (biz. Cleaving to Chriſt, and partin 
with all tor Him) *tis expreſly called Love; He that lovet 
Father or Mother more than Me, is not worthy of Me: And, for 
ought that appears to the contrary, it might be the fear of 
Hell that made the flothtul Servant to hide his Talent; I 
knew thee that thou art an hard Man,---and [7 was afraid\ ; and 
went and hid thy Talent in the Earth (d). "Tis alſo to be ob- 
ſerv'd, that before the Great Tribunal, the ee aud Un- 
believing] ſtand linked together (e). But whatever influence 
the tear of Hell may have upon Perſous Unregenerate, as à 
Curb to their Luſts; the Doctrine of Perſeverance de] rives 
not of it; for This concerns only Believers, 

The Objection is further excepted againſt; 

1. Becauſe it puts an Indignity on the Wiſdom of God, as 
if He had taken from Believers ſome expedient help to Per- 
ſeverance, by fiving them Abſolute Promiſes; whereas, we 
ſhould rather ſuſpect our own Underſtandings, and renounce? 
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(y) Rom. 6.12, 14. Heb. 3. 14. chap. 10. 35. (z) Rom. 7. 9. 
(a) Chap. 4. 18. "(d) Gen. 4. 5. (c) Kom, OW” (d) Mat. 
25. 243 15. (c) Aer. 21. 8. 
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thoſe Opinions, which neceſſitate ſuch unnatural Deductions 
to ſupport them: For, do but ſeparate the Promiſes from 
their Abſoluteneſs, and their Strength is gone; they would 
prove as the Law, Weak, through the weakneſs of the fleſh (f). 
The Lord knows that Believers have the moſt difficult 
Work, and deepeſt Senſe of their own inſufficiency; and that 
nothing more weakens their Hands than wes og. and fears; 
and for that very cauſe hath made His Promiſes Abſolute, Thus 
He Armed Joſhua to the Battle; There ſhall not any Man be 
able to ſtand before thee all the Days of thy Life; Iwill not leave 
thee nor forſake thee 5 and thence draws him an Argument, 
to be ſtrong and of a good Courage Wa Thus alſo Samuel 
(in the place forementioned 3) hen the People were 
eatly perplexed becauſe of God's Diſpleaſure towards 
them; to confirm them in their Duty, he comtorts them a- 
gainſt their Fears ; Fear not; ye have done all this Wickedneſs 
yet turn not aſide from following the Lord(h). And what's the 
ſtrong Reaſon by which he fixes them f For, the Lord [will 
not 22 His People (i). Paul likewiſe exhorting Be- 
lievers to that great Duty of keeping down Sin, that it 
might not Reign; becauſe the ſharpneſs and heat ot theCon- 
fliet might otherwiſe make them recoil; he gives them, as 
an high Cordial, Aſſurance of Victory; tells them expreſly, that 
Sin rſoal not | have Dominion over them (k). Ot the fame Mind 
were Peter and John; the One diiects to give all Diligence to 
make our Calling and Election | Sure ;] and this, as a Principal 
Means to keep us from falling (I): and the Other makes it the 
very (cope of his whole Epiſtle, That Pchevers might | know } 
they have Eternal Life, and that they might | go on | in be- 
lieving (m). Which kind of Arguments had been very im- 
proper and unduly applied, if giving them Aſſurance touch- 
ing the Event, had not been a ſtrengthening ot therm in their 
Duty; and much more, if it would have proved an indul- 
gence to the ticſh, ; 
2. Let Fear be conſider'd in its ordinary and natutal Et- 
fects; and 'twill eaſily appear, that nothing, is leſs pleaſing 
to God, or more unapt tor the Service ol Perteveraiice, Ay 
a Man's Principle is, ſuch will Lc his Obedience; {laviſh Ob- 
ſervance is the beſt that ſlaviſſi Fear cau produce 5 Which 15 
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(f) Rom. B. 3. (g) Job. 1.5, c. (bh) 1 Sm. 12, 20. (1) Ver. 
22, (k) Row, G. 14. (1) 2 Pitt. 1.4 (in) t Johits. 13. 
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no way acceptable to aningenious Spirit: God Loves a cheer- 
ful Giter; not Samaritan worſhip, | for fear of Lions] (n). 
Such ſervice will alſo be weak and wavering : tor, nothing 
ſo unſettles the Mind as Fear; 1t enervates the Soul, and 
takes away its Strength : Nabal's Heart died within him for 
fear (o); And the Soldiers that kept the Sepulchre, were ag 
dead Men for fear (p): The Obedience, therefore, which comes 
from thence, can be but a dead Obedience; the Efedt can- 
not riſe higher than the Cauſe. Pharaoh let Iſrael go, be- 
cauſe of the Plagues ; which being à little removed, he re- 
pents his Obedience, and chides himſelf for it (q) : And 
thoſe Hypociites, though fearfulneſs had ſurprized them, re- 
main'd Hypocrites ftill(ty). This Fear will alſo conſiſt with 
the greateſt Impieties; Thoſe _ Samaritans who Thus tea- 
red the Lord, did alſo Worſhip their graven Images (5). 

3. Fear puts upon uſing unlawful Means: Iſaac to den 
his Wife (7); Darid to Lye, and feign himſelf Mad (u); 
Peter, aud other holy Men, to diflemble (x). It ſends Men 
to Het for help, as it did the Jews (y); yea, to Hell, as it 
did Saul (2). Therefore, both Satan and wicked Men, are 
ſtill endeav ouring to put God's People in fear; as they would 
Nehemiah, whereby his Work had ceaſed (a). And Satan 
ſtood at Foſbua's right Hand to reſiſt him; i. e. To accuſe 
him; and ſo to put him in fear, becauſe of his filthy Gar- 
ments, thereby to diſcourage him in the Work of his 
Office (6). 

4.Let Fear be compared with its contrary, which is Faith. Thu 
12moves theMountain, while Fear fixes it, yea, makes it ſeem 
to be, where no ſuch thing is. Fear made the unbelieving 
Spies to bring up an evil Report of the good Land, and to fancy 
impoſlibilities of obtaining it (c): Faith made Caleb and 
Foſhua magnanimous; Let us go up at once (ſay they) and 
poſſeſs is; for we are well able to overcome it (d); yea, they ſhall 
be Bread for us (e). Theſe two, who feared no miſcarriage 
under an abſolute Promiſe, were carned in; all that doubted 
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(n) 2 Kings 17.25. (o) 1 Sam. 25. 37. (p) Matth. 28. 4. 
(q Exod. 14. 5. (1) Iſa. 33. 14. (s) 2 Kings 17. 41. (t) Gen. 
26. 7. (u) 1 Sin. 21. 13. (X) Gal. 2. 12, 13. (y) Iſa. 30. 2. 
Hoſea 7. 11. (2) 1 Sam. 28. 7. (a) Neb. 6. 13, 14, 19. (b) 
Zech. 3. 1. (c) Numb. 13. 31. (d) Her. 30. (e) Ch. 14. 9. 
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were ſhut out. Peter, while confident, walked on the Waves 3 


when he began to doubt, he began to ink (f). It was Faith 
made thoſe Worthies valiant in fight ; Enabled one to Chaſe 
2 Thouſand (g); When fear cauſed a Thouſand to flee at the 
rebuke of One; yea, at the ſhaking 7 a leaf (h). Anhandful 
of Obedience ſpringing from Faith and Confidence in God, 
is more acceptable to Him, than Sheafs and Loads ariſing 
from fear of Wrath. It Juul, for tear ot Hell, had given his 
body to be burned, it had been nothing (1) : But, Faith and 
Love render (ſmall things of value with God; even theWidow's 
Mite, anda Cup of cold Water. And 'tis worthy of Remark, 
that when the Fruits of the Spirit are reckoned up, this Feay 
is not ſo much as named among them (&). And certain it 
is, that the more ſenſible and lively our Love is to God, the 
leſs will be our Fear of Hell, for Perfet Love caſts out Fear, 

5. If Fear were ſuch an Effectual Curb to Sin, or help to 
Perſeverance ; there would not be fuch Promites of N N 
ing God's People from their Fears; nor would they fo at- 
fectionately bleſs God for their bei „ee Nor ſo re- 
ſolutely ſet themſelves againſt it; Neither would there be 
ſo many Commands and Injunctions laid upon them, Not 
to be atraid. | 

(1.) For Commands againſt᷑ Fear. Far not tou O my Sey- 
vaut Jacob, for I willſave thee ; Fear thou not -I will corre? 
thee in meaſure (1); i. e. Meetly, and proportiouutely, acuor- 
ding to the Scope of my Covenant,which is ty face thee, The 
Lord would not have us think our telves in dinger of being 
caſhier'd, when we ate chaſtened; which ſcems the import 
uf that in Iſaiah, I have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away ; 
fear thou not (m). So, to the Hebrews , Caſt not away your 
Confidence (n) : And Chriſt to His Diſciples, let not your Heart 
be troubled; neither let it be afraid (o): (Nothing bungs ſuck 
Perturbation of Mind, as Fear.) And, #tar wor, little Fock; 
(why ?) It is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the Ring- 
dom (p). Innumerable ate the Injunctions laid upon God's 
People againſt Fear; Iſa. 35. 4. Ch. 43. 5. Ch. 44.2. Jer. 3%. 10. 
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(f) Matth. 14. 29, 39. (g) Joſh. 23. 19. (h) T evit. 27. 36: 
(i) 10r. 13. 3. (k) Gal. 5.22, 23. (1) Jer. 46. 27, 18. 
(n) Heb. 19. 35. 0 J. 14. 17. 


(m) Ia. 41. 9, 10. 
(Pp) Luk. 12. 32. 
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Math, 
10. 28. Ads 27. 24. Kev. 1.17, 8&. The reedom 
from this Fear, is no impediment to Perſeverance. 

(2.) Promiſes of delivering from Fears, Jacob ſhall be iy 
quiet, and none ſhall make him afraid (q); He ſhall not be afraii 
of Evil Tidings (r); He ſhall be quiet from fear of Evil (s). The 
Promiſe is not made to Fear and Fainting, but to Faith and 
Confidence; Be of good Courage and He ſpall ſtrengthen : 
Heart (t). If it had been the Mind of Chriſt, that Believers 
ſhould {till be under this Fear, He would not have told 
them, They are paſſed from Death t9 Life, and ſball not tome int 
Condemnation (u): That they ſhall fit upon Thrones (x): That 
their Inheritance is _—_ in Heaven for them, and they kept fy 
1% and that by the Mighty Power of God (y). The Reſult of 
all which is, That Havi = Promiſes, we ſhould cleanſe oy 
ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and Spirit; perfecting Holineſs 
in the Fear of God (2). 

(3.) Examples of Chriſtian Reſolution, Not to fear, lin, 
though I walk * the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, I wil 
fear none Evil (a). Iſa. 50. 7. Therefore (That is, becauſe the 
Lord God hath Promiſed to help him; Therefore) have I 1 
my Face as a Flint, and Iknow, that T ſhall not be confounded, Pl. 
56. 4, I will not fear what fleſh ean do unto me, And PC. 49. 5, 
Wherefore ſpould I fear in the Days of Evil, when the Iniquity of 
my Heels ſhall compaſs me about? Theſe, if any thing, fhould 
have put him in fear; but his Faith reſolves againſt it; ac- 
cording to Iſa. 12. 2, I will truſt, and not be ais, i. e. He 
would not willingly admit the leaſt mixture of Fear with 
his Faith; and good Reaſou for it, ſince the Foy of the Lord 
was his Strength (b). 

(4.) Inſlauces' of Thankfulneſs for Deliverance from Fears. 
O Miene the Lord with me, and let us exalt His Name toge- 
ber. (Eut what's the occaſion of this joyful Triumph?) I 
forght the Lord and he heard me, and Delivered me from all my 
Fears|(c): And Therefore will T offer in his Tabernacle Sacrifices 
of Joy; an4theReaſon of it was, That God would hide him 
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(4) Jr. 30. 10. (r) Hal. 112. 7. (s) Nor. 1. 33. (t) N 
27. 14. (u). Jol. 5. 24. (x) Matth. 19. 28. (y) 1 Rt. 1. 47.5. 
vr. , le () H. 23+ , ( Neb; K to. (e 3 


wm 


Yours, 
nor þ 
cern 7 
tends 


where 


9lineſ i 


Jeg, 
T wil 


fe the 


— — —— — 


of per wertet. 273 
in His own Pavilion (4); that is, He would ſecure him from 
Danger, and ſet him up above his Fears: Which he could 
not, with on 92 Reaſon, have rejoyced in; nor have 
prayed that God would Reſtore to him the Joys of His Salvati- 


on; if the Dread of Eternal Fire, had been ſo good a Friend 


to Perſeverance, Scriptures might be multiplied ; But, be- 
ſides theſe, it is evident in Experience, that nothing ſo ele- 
vates the Spirit and Courage of a Man in great Undertakings, 
as Aſſurance of Succeſs: But, while he is wavering, and doubt- 
ful How he ſhall feed, eſpecially while he meditates Ter- 
rours, and of them the Preadfu eſt; his Hands are infeebled; 
nor has he his Wits about him (as we uſe to ſpeak) to dit - 
cern and improve them as otherwiſe he might. That which 
tends really to make a Man Steadfait, Unmocenble, and al- 
"ays to abound in the Work of the Lord; is not the Fear of 
nuſcarrying, and loſing all at laſt; but Faith and a certain 
Knowledge, that bis labour ſhall not he in cam in the Loid, 1 Cor. 


15. 58. 


Obj. If a Mean once pn cannot loſe by Faith; Why u it 
faid, Let him that flandeth take heed leſt he fall? and Look 
to your ſelves, that we loſe not the things we have wrought ? 
Tf no Poſſibility of lofog, what need ſuch Cautions, and fo 
great Circumſpect ion 


Anſw. The Maker of this Objection hath elſewhere grant - 
ed, that the obtaining of Canaan was fure to Abraham's 
deed, ſo as their Unworthineſs could not deprive them of 
it: And yet we find, their Induction and actual Poſictlion 
og (afterwards) with as many Conditions, Cautions, and 

Imitations, as the Promiſe of Salvation to Believers, any 
where is; and yet, nevertheleſs certain. But for more par- 
ucular Anſwer, | 

I. That a righteous Man may fall, is evident; and as evi- 
dent it is, That he cannot fall finally : For tho? he falls Seven 
Times in a Day, as often does he riſe again (e); and this, 
becauſe the Lord upholdeth him with His hand (t); And again, 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall (g); 1. e. Either He ſtays 
them when they are falling; Or ſo orders and limits tha 
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(d) Hal. 27. 5, 6. (e) Prov. 24. 16« (F) Hal. 37. 24. 
Hal. 145. 14 WIE 

1 Mattes, 


r 


— — — x — — 


274 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Matter, that they fall not into Miſchief, as others do agg 
to be ſure, He'll (et them on their Feet again: The Abſolute 
Promiſe cannot be null'd or made uncertain by cautio 
Words elſewhere delivered. It cannot therefore be meyy 
of 2 Total and Final Falling-away, which the Scriptu 
Current &preily runs againit, ON p 

2. There are Conſiderations of great Weight to make By. 
levers take Heed of Falling, without ſu obig their final A. 
poſtacy (as the Danger of breaking a Man's Bones, is Ground 
tuifiicient tor Caution, tho? ſure that his Neck ſhall be fate) 
the Liſhonour done unto his Father; the Shame that is 
put uyon Chriſt; Grieving the Comforter; Scandalizing 
the good Ways of God; Stumbling the Weak; Strengthen- 
ing the Wicked; The untitting of him for his Duty; Inter- 
rupting his Peace and Communion with God, Cc. Eve 
ot which will weigh deep with a Soul that is born of God. 

3. The Lord does ordinarily bring about His Purpoſes by 
Means; Of which Cautions are a Part; and by which, a 
a Means, He keeps off the Evil Caution'd againſt. In the 
1 John 2. 28. the Apoſtle exhorts them to abide in. Clif; 
whom certain Proteſſors had relinquiſhed, v. 19. And 23 
purpoſely intending to obviate this Objection, he tells them, 
That they ſhall abide in him, v. 27. whereby He ſtrengthens 
them to their Duty. 

For the other Place objected, (viz. Look to your ſelves, that 
we loſe not the things we have wroughtz) It is one Thing to loſe 
tor a Time the Senſe and Comfort of our State, as David, 
Heman, and others did; and another thing to loſe the State 
it felt; which a Believer ſhall never do, as is ſhewn before. 
Of much like Import is that in 2 Pet. T. 5, 6, 7, 8,9. 
Verſes; where he exhorts them, To give all Diligence to add 
one Grace to another : Aud, to help them in their Work, le 
tells them, 1. What Advantages they ſhall have by their ſo 
doing; They ſball not be unfiuitful in the Knowledge of Jeſu 
Chriſt; i. e. It ſhall Evidence to them that the Knowledge 
they have, is a veal Knowledge; which cannot be known 
from that which is formal only, but by ſuch an Effect. That 
alſo by this Means it ſhall be increaſed; the uſing of things 
well, and to their proper End, being the readieſt Way to 
their Improvem-at, according to John 7. 17. He that will do 
my Will, ſhall know of my Doctrine. 2. He then ſets before them, 
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their old Sins Remi; neſs will bring obſcurity ; That which was 


Clear before, will Now become Clouded, and be as if it were 
not; It may ſeem to them, that they are ſhort of that Reſt, 
which yet is ſure to them; aud ſo they'll be put to begin 
their Work Anew : Whereas, if they do theſe things, they Peat 
neter fall; i. &. They ſhall not fall from their ftedfaſineſs, 
nor loſe that clear Sight and Aſſurance which they now, have, 
touching their good Eſtate, viz. as being partakess of the Di- 
tine Nature, and Purged from their old Sins; Which thoſe 
neglects might put out ot their Sight; and 10 loſe them the 
Senſe aud Coupintt ot what they bad wrought. ' 


Obj. Ie read in John 6. 66. That many of Chriſt's Diſciples 
forſook bim: In Timothy, Of ſome, who as concerning the 
Faith, had made Shipwrack: And of Simon Magus, who 
once believed, and was afterwards found in the bond »f 
Iniquity. © 2 75 


Anſw. The Objection has an Anſwer ſufficient made rea- 
dy to its Hand, in 1 John 2. 19. 2 went out fiom , be- 
cauſe they were not of us; For, if they had been of us, they wou'd 

no doubt] have conjinued with us, Seemng Faith may real, 
loſt, as theirs was; and Real Faith may ſeemingly be loſt, 
as was the Apoſtle's, Luke 24. 2 f. Seeming Faith is loſt real- 
ly becauſe it was but Seeming; Real Faith cannot be loſt, 
becauſe 1t 1s Real, Yet we ſhall. find, that That which is 
but ſeeming, is frequently calld by the Name of that it ſeems 
to be; as in Matth. 13. 12. It is ſaid, That which be [hath;] 
in Luk. 8. 18. (ſpeaking of the ſame thing) it is rendred, 
That which he | ſeemeth] to have: So thoſe who forſook Chriſt, 
they were Diſciples but in ſhew; they never believed in 
truth; as appears by the 64 Verſe of the 6. John, Feſus knew 
fiom the beginning, who they were that believed note And this 
(viz, becauſe it was but a ſeeming Faith they had) He gives 
a5 the Reaſon of their now forſaking him. And for Simon 
Magw, the Anſwer is as clear concerning him: Where let us 
conhder, 
I, That a Man may be {aid to believe, and yet not be a 
Believer; As a Rightebus Man To Sin, and yet not be a Sinner, 
r. John 5.18. To be a Believer,is to be thorow-paced in Faith; 
to Believe all that is to be believed; and to have the Heurt 
united to it: Thus Simon believed not; and if he had, ke 
covld not have thought * Holy Gh 5ſt vendible for . 
2 2, His 
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2, His Faith ſeems to be only ſuch à Belief concerning 
Filip, as the Samaritans lat ly had 7 Simon; 'viz, 
That he was the great Power of God. For, finding himſelt over- 
match'd by Hi who caſt out the 119 N which he, per- 
hays, had poſſeſted them with; he could not now, but give 
the Precedency to Philip; as row ry 
himſelf; and therefore, he continue 
at what he did, EG 

3. Simon's believing ſeems to be no more than an outward 
Proteſlional Faith, taken up tor by RATE ; to preſerve his 
Intereſt and repute among the People, who now began to fall 
trom him, * to follow Philip; whoſe Diſciple he himſelf 
will profeſs to be, rather than be quite caſhier'd. Beſides, 
this Proteſſion of his, might (in his Conceit) be a Step to- 
wards purchaſing the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which if he could 
obtain, he bad been again in as good a Condition, both for 
Reputation and Profit, as betore. 

Fany ſhall ſay, we read not of this Diſtinction of Faith, 
into true and falſe : Tanſwer, The Scripture frequently ſpeaks 
of Perſons and Things, according to Vulgar Eſteem, or what 
they profeſs'd themſelves to be; 4haz is ſaid to Sacrifice to 
the Gods of Damaſcus that ſmote hm (a); and yet neither 
were they Gods, nor did they ſmite him: But 'tis ſpoke ac- 
cording to his own ſuperſtitious Opinion of them. So thoſe 
Four hundred Men, who propheſied before Abab, they are 
called Prophets (%); not that they wete /o indeed, but becauſe 
they So profefled themſelves; or becauſe So reputed by 
Ahab and the People. A Prophet is one that is inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt; which thoſe Men were not, but by a ly- 
ing Spirit (e). Now Simon Magus was no more a true Be- 
liever, than thoſe true Prophets; nor his Faith any more of 
the right Kind, than their Predictions true Prophecies. We 
alſo tind, that the Scripture makes the Coming to paſs of the 
Thing toretold, to be the Evidence of a true Prophet: Accor- 
ding to which Rule, Perſeverance to Salvation muſt demon- 
ſtrate the Truth of Faith; and whereſoever this follows not, 
there Faith was but pretended; They profeſs to know God, but 
in Works deny Him (d): As ot thuſe Samaritans before- men- 
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tioned, It is ſaid, They feared the Lord; and pieſently after, 
that They feared [or] the Lord (e): They teared him in 


4. The Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure; having this Seal, The 
Lord knoweth them that are His (f). He brings it in to com- 
tort Believers, touching the Sureneſs of their ſtanding ; when 
others, of as glorious out- ſides make Shipwrack of the Faith: 
It ſtands ſure, becauſe the Lord knoweth them that are His; 
He knows whom He hath Choſen; For whom He bath received 
the Attonement; whom He hath Called, and cauſed ty take bold 
of His Covenant: And theſe ſhall ſurely be kept, notwithitand- 
ing the woful Backſlidings of others. 


Obj. If one that believes not Now, may hace Frith hereofter + 
Then one that is Now a Believer, may lofe his Faith, and 
turn Apoſtate, 


Anſw. It follows not, That becauſe Chriſt can bind Sa- 
tan, and caſt him out; theretore Satan can do ſo by Chritt. 
He an come into the Devil's Nurſery, when He will z taken 
Crab-ſtock and tranſplant it, and gratt it with a Noble Cy- 
on: But Satan cannot come into God's Vineyatd, (u hich is 
a Garden encloſed) and take thence what he pleaſeth. One 
who is now dead in Sin, may be quickened; but being 
once alive, can die no more: [t is Chrift's own Allertion, 
He that liveth, and ee in Me, ſhall never dic, John 11. 26. 
Which cannot be meant vt any other but a 5piri/ngl Death, 
which is all one with loſing his Faith. | 


Obj. A Rizhteous Mau may turn away jfom his Rightcouſueſs, 
aud that fo, that he ſhatl dic far it, EaeKk. 18. 24. 


Anſw, There's a two-told Righteouſneſs, 1. Moral; Such 
as Paul had before his Converſion; Thi 3 Man may conti= 
nue in to the laſt, and yet not be Saved. 2. There 15.1 
Goſpel Righteouſneſs; (t.) Imputed ; This is the Righteouts 
neſs of Chriſt, by which we are juſtified. (.) fuſed; This 
is the Divine Nature communicated by the Spirit ct Chritt, 
whereby we are ſanttitied. Iheſe Two go infeparably, and 
an never be loſt. But the Rightcouſnets ſpoken of in the 
Place objected, ſeems to be of the former Sorts vi. Mon! or 
Outward Rightecuſneſs; For, Outward Contormity to the 
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Law was the Condition of their poſſeſſing the Land of Canaay, 
with long Lite and Proſperity in it. This (if retun'd) gave 
them a legal Right to thoſe Promiſes; If they turn'd trom 
it, they ran into a Forfeiture: And loſe it they might, for 
they hid no Promiſe that they ſhould abide in it. But, the 
New Covenant undertakes for That, as is evident by compa- 
ring Fer. 3t. 31, 33. with Chap. 32. 40. But if any will yet 
ſuppoſe, The Righteous Man ſpoken of in that 18. of Exel. 
to be meant of a true Eeliever; there is (L hope) in the An. 
ſwers foregoing ſufficient to Solve it. 

Put ſuz;pole 2 Believer be taken away in his Sin, (as per- 
haps, Joſiah was) and hath not Time to Repent of it? 1. It 
cannot be proved that this was the Caſe with Jofiah ; He had 
Time ſufficient between his Wounding and his Death; 28 
is evident by the Story, 2 Chr. 35. 23, 24. But, 2. There was 
That in him that wo:ld have Reyented; and God reckons of 
a Man according to what he would Do. It being in Daz! 
Heart to build Him, an Houſe, it was accepted as if he had 
done it. The Root of the Matter is in every Regenerate Per- 
ſou, which it it had Time would put forth it (elf in Fruits: 
And theretore they ſhall not be dealt with as barren Trees, 
which have not tha; Subſtance in them. 


Obj. The Promiſe of Perſeverance is not made to Faith, that 
1hat fhall not fail; but in reference to the favour of God, 
viz. That if Men go on to Believe, they Mall abide in Hu 
Love. 


Anſw. Thu to give the Senſe of the Promiſe, is to ener- 
rate it, and mike it ſpeak but according to the Cove- 
nant of Works: It bercaves it wholly of that Betrerncſs the 
Scri pture aſcribes to it in Heb, 8. 6,—10, It allo renders the 
Fronriſe as ipeaking fallactoufly ; making ſhew of That it in- 
tends not: It would be as ir he had ſaid, You ſhall keep 
the Favour 0:Gad,.1t you do nut le it. Beſides, Faith is 
the Soul's coming to God; Unbelief, its departing from 
Him: I Promiſe, theretore, that ſecures againit departing 
from God, ſecures your Continuance in believing: He that 
undertakes vou ſhall be Crawn'd, doth virtually undertake tor 
your holding out to the End of your Race. 


Other] 


Au, 
Times 
Prof 
Tempe 


the Sp 
Ohrifk 
terpret 
partic 
delve 
we fin 
The J 
Warf⸗ 
ener: 
{art1 
Cond 
the H 
Nuri / 
54. 1 


»NS of 
at ids 
je had 
e Per- 
rilits: 
Trees, 


, that 
F God, 
in Hu 


ener- 
„Me- 
(s the 
's the 
it * 
| kee 

ith 1 
from 
rting 
that 
e tor 


hes 


of Perſeverance;; 279 
Others again, in anterpreting the Promiſes, recorded in the 
.36, of Ezek. and 32 of Jeremy, touching Men's not de- 
parting yon God; Reſtrain them t9 the Jewiſh Nation, 
aud to the laſt Days. N 


Anſw. To this ſhall only ſay, That altho? ſome particular 
Times and Perſons are more immediately concerned in the 
Promiſes of the Old Teſtament (eſpecially ſuch as refer to 
Temporal Things) yet is there not ane Promiſe, but, in 
the Spitituality of it, belongs to Every one that belongs to, 
Chriſt; that is, ie No Scripture i of private Ju- 
terpretat ion; and therefore not to be Contin'd to thoſe 
particular Times or Perſons, when and to whom they were 
delivered: They were written for the Uſe of All (g); And 
we find them accordingly apply'd in the New Teftament. 
The Promiſe made to Abu touching the Succeſs of his 
Warfare in Canaan, is by the Apoſtle applicd to Believers in 

eneral, as an Argument againſt over- much Carefulneſs in a 

{artied Eſtate, and for Contentedneſs with our preſent 
Condition (5). So likewiſe, the Propheſy of Tſniah, touching 
the Hypocrites of his Time, is by Chriſt applyed to the 
Phariſees (i): And the Promiſes made to the Joys, in Tf, 
34. 13. are applied to the Gentiles, in John 6. 45. 


Obj. The Doctrine vf . Abſolute Perſeverance,” lays the Reins of 
Security on the Neck of the fleſh, aud of the eld Man in Be- 


lie vers. : 


Anſw. For Anſwer, 1. This Obje gion is (in effeR) the 
ſame with the firſt; only it ſpeaks broader; which ſheus, 
That the farther Men go in oppofing the Truth, the worfe 
Language they give it. That Many who disbelieve the Do- 
arine of Perſeverance, have given the Fleſh its full Range 
and Liberty, needs no Proof: But, That any Believer hath 
mide” that impious uſe of it, will never be made out. 2. The 
Objection deſerves no Quarter, becauſe it highly Mag 3 
the Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs of Gol; as it for à Fiſh, He 
had given His People a Scorpion; For ſo''twould be, it His 
giving them Abſolute Promiſes, would prove an Indulgence 
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to the Fleſh, 3. It alſo Contradicts the known and conſtant 

Way of Holy Men's Arguing and Inferring from Abſolute 

Promiſes, and the higheſt Aiturance: See a few Inſtances of 
this; Vhen Chrift our life. ſhall appear, then ſpall ye alſo appear with 

him in Glory: The Reſult of it on Martify 7 your 

Members which are upon the Earth (Kk). Again, [Ve know | That 

when He Hall appear, We ſhall be like him: And what is the Fruit 

of this Knowledge? Every Man that hath this Hope in him, 
purifierh himſelf even as He us pure (1). The like ye have in the 
Corinths, For we (knw || that if our Earthly Houſe of this Taber- 

nacle were difſolved, we have a building of God, an Houſe mt 
made with hands, Eternal in the Heavens; Now ſee the Effect 
of this Aſſurance; dee We labour, That whether pre- 
ſent or atfent, we may be acceptedof Him (m). In the next Chap- 
ter he repeats the Sum of the New Covenant; I will be a Fa- 
ther unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith 
the Lord Almighty (n): Obſerve now the Uſe he makes of it; 
(and all Believers have the ſame Mind) Having therefore theſe 
Promiſes, (abſolute Promiſes) let us cleanſe our ſelves from all 
Bl: hineſs of. Fleſh and Spirit, perfecing Holineſs in the Fear of 
God (0), Job |knew] that his Redeemer lived, and that he 
ſhould live with Him; and yet, as to Holineſs and Integrity, 
Not a Man like Job in all the Earth,” And that Holy Man 
Aſaph was fully aſſured of Perſevering infallibly; Thou ſbalt 
guide me by thy Counſel, and afterward Receive me to Glory (p): 

Ihis did not looſen the Reins, but made him cleave cloſer 
to God, renouncing all but Him and His Service; Whom have 
Im Heaven but thee? Aud, It is good for me to draw mgh to 
Cod (q). The like Frame of Spirit we find in David, (Be- 
ty] Govdneſs and Mercy ſhall follow me all the days of my life: 
His Reſult alſo is, Iwill dwell in the m_ of God for ever (r). 
And, that theſe were nut temporary Fits and Flaſhes, but 
from a ſettled Principle is further apparent by his Manner 
of Reaſoning; In Time of Trouble he ſpall hide me in hu Pavili- 
on (no ſater Place on Earth nor in Heaven) and now ſhall my 
bead be lifted up above mine Enemies round about me (s). But 
what tollows upon this mounted Aſſurance? Soul, take thy 
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(k) Col. 3. 4, 3. (I) 1 Fob. 3. 2, 3. (m) 2 Cor. 4, 5, 9. 
(n) 2 Cor. 6, 18. (o) Ch. 7. 1. (p) Hal. 73. 24. (q) Ver. 25, 
28, (r) Hal. 23. 6. (s) Hal. 27. 5. 
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ant eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry? O! no; But [Therefore] will I 
ute 6 Sacrifices of. Foy 3, I will ſmg, yea I will ſing praiſes unto 
of | the Lord (t)! He was now upon his hgh-places, out of th: 

| reach of danger; but did not grow remiſs upon it, Reſtrain 
Prayer, and give over Calling upon God; but falls the more 
fervently upon that which ſhall be the Upfhot of all in Her- 
ven: He would rather have been Remiſs without this Aſlu- 
rance, as himſelf preſently acknowtedgeth, I hadfainted, un- 

leſs I had believed to fee the Goodneſs of the Lord iu the I md of 
the living (u). So PauPs aſſurance of obtaining what he run 
for, was a mighty ſtrengthening to him in his Race: Who 
ſo Crucified to the World as Paul? So abundant in all kind 

of Service, or more ready to die for Chriſt, than he? Who 
yet had the fulleſt Aſſurance of holding out, and of receiv- 

ing the Crown of Righteouſneſs at laſt; And, that nothing 
ſhould ſeparate him from it. By theſe ye may gather, That 

Believers are of a Nobler Extract, than to love God be lef*, 
becauſe He loves them ſo Much; and that tis no trivial Slan- 
der to Infinuate, That Believers, (eſpecially ſuch as have 

Aſſurance,) are moſt expoſed and given to backlliding : 
Which is, ſure, an unnatural . conſequent of their being 
Sealed to the day of Redemption. Such Objections do alſo argue 
the Authors of them not well acquainted with the good Ways 
of God; nor with that ſpiritual obliging ſweetneſs that 
is found in them; Which any One, who hath taſted thereof 
in truth, would not turn from, altho* his future Happineſs 


and Nature of the New Creature, which hath ſpiritual Senſes, 
fitted to diſcern what makes for its own Preſervation, and 
what againſt it. Had you Fifteen wears added to your Lite, 
and a Certainty of itz Would you therefore forfake your 
Food, and diſuſe the ordinary Means of preſerving Life ? 
The Fews had an abſolute Promiſe, That God would ſave Fe-- 
rufſalem from the 4s. Hou Aſſyria, who then beſieged it 
Did they ſet open their Gates, and draw off their Guards up- 
on it ? Senſe and Reaſon would teach them Otherwiſe ; 
Which Grace does not deſtroy, but perfect. It's a ſpark ot 
that Heavenly Fire, which cannot live out of its Element; 


— nor can all the Waters under Heaven quench it. It's a par- 
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(t) H. 27. 6, (u) Per. 13, 


ticipation 


were not concern'd in it. Nor do they conſiler the Frame 
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tictpation of the Divine Nature, and ſo loves and hates, as 
the Father of it doth; and it will cleave to Him in every 
State If he ſave me alive, I'll ſerve him; F be kill me, It 
yet in uſt in him; In life and in death, Iwill be the Lord's. This 
is the Natural Diſpoſition of the New Creature; It ſavous 
only the things which are of God: And the higher taſted 
they are by Ailurance, the more is he Aloft, and aboye the 
Iurs of carnal Divertiſements; not to be govern'd, or led by 
them. Therefore, Let God be true, and his Prophets and 
Apoltles be reckoned for faithful Witneſſes; and every one 
that ſpeaks otherwiſe, a, Liax. 2211 1 a Fo 
The next thing in courſe is, To conſider What Improve- 
ment may be made of this Doctrine; Which one would, 
ſurely conchule, of very great Uſctulneſs, ſince the Scrip- 
fures are fo greatly concern'd about it. In General, it 
affords matter of eminent Support to Believers; eſpectally; 
in diffcult Caſes : It alſoevinceth matter of Duty on the Be- 
Hever's part; and from the Examples fore quoted, ſonething; 
ot Direction in reference to doch; Which I ſhall here put 
Intermixedly. 191 „A0 


Difer. I. Stand ſtill, and behold the Salvation of the Lord! 
And at the ſight of this great thing, Say in your Hearts with; 
an holy Aſtoniſhment, What bath. God wrought \ Let your 
Souls be fill.dand inlarged with everlaſting admirings of that 
Grace (chat Soveraign Grace) which has ſo impregnably fe- 


cur'd the Salvation of His Choſen; that no manner of thing. 


whether within them or without them, ſhall be able to deteat 
rt, Or hinder them ot it; 0 lot be Gates of Hell : Nays not. 
ſo much as one of the Stakes thereof ſhall be removed, and 


that tor ever. Shaken you may be, and tofs'dwith a Tempeti; 
but not Overturn'd, becauſe ye have an Eternal Root. Ele- 


ing lone is of that Soveraignty, that it Rules and Over- 


rules all, both in Heaven and Earth: Chriſt, Jeſus our Savi- 
our and Lord; The Holy Ghoſt our Sanctifier, Councellor, and 
Comforter; in all that they have done, do, or will do, do ſtill 


purſue that ſcope. All Ordinances, Providenges, Temptatt- 
ons, Afflictions, and whatever can be named, (whether good 
or bad init ſelf) Lite, Death, Things preſent, and Things 
to corac, are all made Subſervient to the Decree of Electi- 
on; and do all work together, to bring about its malt glo- 
rious Deſignment. If the Courſe and Conduct of Common 
Providences were livelily Delincated, it would yield i rk 
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ſtrious Proſpect: How much more the Conduct, Order, and 
End, of thuſe ſpecial Providences, which are proper to, and 
converſant- about Election! When all the pieces thereof 
ſhall be brought together and ſet in order, how beautiful 


will it be! Angels and Men ſhall ſhout for the Glory of it! 


Then *twill be evident, God has done nothing in vain, or 
imperti nent to your bleſiedneſs : That whatever hath befal- 
len you here (however contrary to your preſent Senfe and 
Opinion of it) was diſpenſed in very faruhfulneſs to vou: 
That it any of thoſe mani told, and ſeemingly Croſs Occur- 
rences, you have been exerciſed with, had bern omitted; it 
would have been a Blank in your Story, a Blot in your 
*Scutcheon of Honour. When you ſhall fee what Cont 1i- 
vances have been againit you; what Art, Subtilty, Malice,and 
Power, they were agitated with; How unable you were ot your 
ſelves, to Foreſee, prevent, avoid, or tepel them; and how 
all the Attributes ot God and His Providences, each one in 
its Time and Place, (which was always moit ſeaſonable) 
came in to your Reſcue; Retorting on your Adverſaries, 
and Safeguarding you; yea, how that which was Death init 
ſelt, was made to work Lite in you; How amiabls and ad- 
mirable will the Story of it be! That when your Faith was 
weak, the Lord did not withdraw from you; That when it 
was at its height and ſtrength, He then did tor you above All 
you could believe or think; and through an unſ{peakible Prets 
of Difficulties and Contradictions, He carried on His Workin 
"= ; even bearing you on Eagles Wings, until He had 

rought you to Himſelt: How will you Magmtie his Work, 
and admire it then! Begin it Now. | 


cr. II. Let us Study more the Knowledge and Contents 
of this great Truth, ot Beltevers Invincible Perſverance ; the 
Riſe, Progreſs, and Tendency of it, and what Advantages 
it yields to us; which are, inderd, many and very confi 
derable. 

1. As it is a part of the Doctrine of Election; which 
teacheth, That nothing in us, but Grace and Love in God, 
was the onlv Original Caute of our Salvation: The know- 
ledge whereot will work in the Soul an boly Ingemuty and 
Love towards God, whom nothing oftends but Sin. Simon an- 
{wered right, when he ſaid, He that had moſt forgiven him, 


would lone moſt, Jute 7. 43. whence it tollows, That he who be- 


leves the tree Renuſlionot all lis Sins from firſt to laſt; maſt 
needs 
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needs love God more than he who believes only the Pardon of 
thoſe that are paſt 3 and bat ſo, as that they may all be 
charged upon him again: Or if not, That yet he may poſ- 
ſibly periſh for thoſe to come, perhaps in the laſt moment of 
his Life; For, he is not ſure (nay, 'tis very doubttul, if 
dependent on bis own Natural Will) that Faith aud Repen- 
tance ſhall be his laſt Act. Now this Grace of Love bei 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt operative Principle, he that is! 
by it muita& accordingly ;. that is, Vigoroully, and with. 
out wearine(s, as Paul did. And Joſeph having received large 
Tokens of God's love to him, and expecting more yet; ar- 
gues againſt, and (with an holy diſdain and ſleight) puts 
by the Temptation, How can Ido this, and fin againit God, who 
hath dealt, and will deal ſo bountifully with me! Divine 
Love is of Infinite Efficacy. | 
2. As it teacheth the Soul to Depend upon God: for its 
keeping, as having His Almighty Power abſolutely engaged 
for it. Whereas, if the Efficacy and Event of all that GOD 
doth for Me, ſhould depend upon ſomething to be done by 
my felt, who um a frail Creature, and prone to Revolt; I 
ſhould ſtill be in teu, becauſe ſtill in danger of falling, and 
Joins all at laſt : And this Fear 2 an enfeebling Paſſion, 
mult needs render my Reſiſtance and all my Endeavours, both 
irregular and weak: Whereas a Magnammous and fearleſs 
Spirit, who ſees himſelt clothed with a Divine Power, ſhall 
have his Wits (as we ſay) more about him, to diſcern Dan- 
gers and Advantages 3 and conſequently, how to eſchew the 
one, and 1mprove the other. | 
3. As it gives Aſſurance, Our labour ſhall not be in vain. 
This maie thoſe believing Hebrews to endure that great fight 
of afſi:4:ons, and to take joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods 30 
oauſc they | knew] they had in Fr an a better and more enduring 
ſubſtance, All manner of Accompliſhments put into one, 
and made your own, would not ſo invincibly Steel your 
Foreheads, and ſtrengthen your Hearts, as to be Sure of Suc- 
ceſs, and to come off Conquerours at laſt : The Apoſtle there- 
tore brings it in as the higheſt encouragement in our Chriſti- 
an Warfare (a). And our bleſſed Lord Himſelt (who of all 
Others had the hardeſt Task to perform) It made His Face 
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de 1 a Flint, becauſe \ He hien] He ſhould not be Cenfounded 
b). 
x. ( 4 


Infer. III. Make it one, and that a Main Part of your 
Buſineſs, to foyl and diſprove the Objettions that are brought 
* agaiuſt this Doctrine: And your neareſt way to it is by Grow- 
* ing in Grace © 1. Lay aſide, and caſt away every Weight; 
b. Necpecially the Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet you ; your bo- 
ſom Sin, whatever it be; caſt them to the Moles and to the 
5 Nl Bats; They are not fit Mates for Day-light Creatures (4). 
It's a Noble Prize you run for; therefore clog not your ſelr 
= with any thing that may hinder, or retard your pace. 
: 2, Keep your ſelves in the love of God; maintain a fpiri- 
ine tual Senſe of His Love to you, and a lively anſwer of hol 
Affections towards Him. Whatever may ten to obſcure 
— or leſſen your Senſe of it, have nothing to dowith it; keep 
50 Pour ſelf from Idols; let nothing have an Intereit in your 
5 ove but God; and all things elſe, but in ſubordination, 
by and with reſpe& to Him only. 3. Watch againſt the Be- 
* 7 and very firſt Motions of Sin; Nip it in the Eud; 
= bſtain from all appearance of Evil; and walk not on the 
brink of your Liberty. It's exfier to keep out an Invader, 
Jef than to expel him being entered; to keep down a Rebel, and 
enn prevent his riſing, than to conquer him when he is up, 
, | Great and black Clouds have {mall beginnings; the bigs 
yr of your hand, at firſt, may riſe and ſpread fo as to cet 
© | the whole Heavens; Therefore, Keep off Sin at Staft's end. 


* 


God who 1 all things for you, that therefore you 
may fit ſtill, or be Remiſs in your Duty; your Arms and 
Armour were not provided to Ruit it your leut. There 
may be indeed ſuch a Juncture in Proviteiice, that it may 
be your Duty, and conſequently your Strength, to tit till 
(as was theirs at the Red-Sca) (c) : This is, when alt tarther 
motion is flut up to you; and then the Lord will do His 
Work without you: But uſually there's ſomething to be done: 
on our part. Tho? the Lord would go forth betare Dated, 
and ſmite the Philiſiines, yet David muſt beſtit him (f). 


— — —— AO 


ͤñj— - cNd7mdJ2—ꝛm — --.— ©e<oevy ; 
— — 


(b) Iſa. 50, 7. (c) 2 Pet. 3. 18. with Ch. 1. from ter. 5. to 
* Io. (d) 1 Theſ. 5. 5, 6. (e) hd. 14. 13. (f ) 2Sm1, 5 24. 
| | This 


4. Be diligent and induſtrious in it. Think not, becauſe it is 
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This thing is conſtantly to be affirm'd, That they who hay 
believed in God, be careful to maintain good Works G; 
An! do it the rather, To cut off occaſion from them which de- 
fire occaſion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even a 
we (h). 5. Cleaye to Jeſus Chriſt, and to Him only; and 
truſt not to your holding of Him, but to His holding of 

Ol, This did David when he ſays, [UT hou\boldeftl me by my right 
band (i). Follow Him, as Men follow the Court whoſe depen. 
dance is upon it. While following Him, you cannot do amiſs; 
nor want any good thing, whether for Councel, Strengtb, t 
Otherwiſe, 6. Forget what is behind, and preſs on towards 
Perfection; that if poſſible, you might attain to the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead; i. e. to be pertettly holy. Tho' Pet. 
fectneſs, iu the perfection of it, is not attainable here; yet 
the higher you aim, the higher ſhall your Attainment be; 
and the arther off from loſing what you have got. Keep the 
Mark itill in your Eye, and ſhun whatever might intercept 
your Sight of it. Theſe are ſome of the ways fo make your 
Calling and Election ſure : And if ye do theſe things, ye 
ſhall prove this Dottrine to be true; And either preveut or 
| Retort thoſe carnal and groundleſs Calumnies that are 
brought againſt it. 


Irfer. IV. Since there ate ſuch Arguments for Believers 
Perſeverance, let us all ſo demean our ſelves, that we may 
have them all ſtand on our fide, for Proof and Evidence, 
that we are of that happy Remnant, whom the great God 
hath (et apart for Himſelf; and whom He hath made and 
wrought tor this ſelf ſame thing: And as it was His purpoſe, 
ſo let it be our Spirit and Practice, to glorifie the Riches of 
His Grace. 1. If born of God, let us ſhew forth the Virtues 
of our Father; and bear our ſelves as His Children, both 
towards Him, and towards the World. Let us live upon 
Him, and live to Him; Rejoycing always before Him; furlt, 
for His own bleſſedneſs, and then for Ours, as derived from 
His, and by Him reſerv'd in Heaven for us; and all, as de- 
ſigning to honour Him as our Father. 2. If we have Faith, 
let it appear by our Works. It muſt be Come ſingular thing 
that muſt diſtinguiſh us from other Men: It is not Pro- 
feſſion, nor Words, nor Actions neither (as to the Matter 
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of them, and ſo far as viſible to Men, ) that will approve us 
Believers 3 but the Principle whence they grow, and the 
' End they drive at 3 The Reſult of Abraham's Faith was, Io 
\giveglory to Cod, and ſo will ours, if Abrabam's Seed. 3. Let 
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Mut 
but thanktully; and ſo as to anſwex God's End: Walk hum- 


bly ; hate the thing that's evil; Have the World under your 
Feet; Eſteem prectoutty of Chriſt; Honour His Ordinances ; 
let every Grace have its perfect work; and wn; 5 ir in Hopes 
of that Glory, which all theſe things are Preparatory to. 
4. If One with Chriſt, and He our Mediator; then Iet us 
walk as He walked ; who held His own Will always ſubject 
to His Father's; Reckoning it His meat t do His Vill, and to 
finiſh His work: Let us alſo wait His Advice and Counlel in 
every Buſineſs, and follow it 5 Commit cur Cauſe to Him, 
and Intereſt Him in all our Concernments. 5. Apply your 
ſelves to every Attribute of God, according to the preſent 
occaſion 3 and dwell upon them, and leave them not, until 
you have the Grace and Help intended by them. They are 
all made over to the Heirs of Salvation, to live upon: Let 
it not be ſaid, That in the midſt of our abundance we are in 
ſtreights! C. It made tor the Glory of God, make good your 
End + He 1s glorious in Holineſs, and by Holineſs only can 
you glorifie Him. Bear, therefore, on the Forehead ot yuur 
eſigns and Converſation, that Royal Infcriptiong [H O- 
LINESS TO THE LOKD;] By this, you will ſet to your 
Seal, That God 35s true ä and approve your ſelves to be Childrey 
that will not ye. Tuill alſo be of ſingular uſe and ſcrvice to 
Four ſelves, as to that other End of your Being: That you 
ave glorified God on the Earth, will be a ſubſtantial Argument 
that He will glorifie you in the World to come (H. For, tho? 
your perſonal Righteouſneſs be not your Title to the Hea- 
venly Inheritance; yet your conſtant Progreſlion in Holineſs, 
will be your be# Evidence, (next the immediate Witnellings 
of the Spirit) that you have a Title, and that your Title is 
good. Since, theretore, we were made tor, and expect ſucl 
things, What manner of Perſons ought we to be in ail holy Con- 
verſation and Godlineſs (I)? 7. If under the Covenant of 
Grace, let us reckon our ſzlves ſtrengthened with all might, 
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and hold to it, as having all our Salvation in it; bot! 
Keeping, Support, Recovery, and Settlement, Grace and 
Glory: Not minding ſo much how any thing looks ct 
feels at preſent, as the End it tends to; For if the End be 
oud, the Means (as ſuch) cannot be otherwiſe, 
„ve cannot have a better Evidence of our Intereſt in this 
Covenant, than a total Devolving and caſting our ſelves 
upon it ( . | 
And well it is for us (who find in our ſelves ſo great 
-proneneſs to backſlide) that our Eternal Condition doth not 
depend on our ſelves ; but upon that foundation of God men- 
tioned in Timothy, where the Apoſtle N of ſome who 
had made Shipwrack of the Faith; leſt true Believers ſhould 
faint in their Minds, at the fight and apprehenſion of it; 
he tells them, That Nevertheleſs (That is, Notwithſtanding 
this woful backſliding of ſome, perhaps of eminent pro- 
feſſion, yet) the Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure ; . d. They 
that are of this Foundation are ſure to be kept ; And he con- 
firms it with this Seal, The Lord knoweth them that are bis; 
He knows whom He hath ny and concerning whom He 
hath Covenanted, That they ſhall not depart from Him; and 
therefore He will not let them go; (They ſhall be kept as 
thoſe Seven thuuſund were, from bowing the Knee to Baal: 
Adding this Caution withal, That every one which nameth the 
Name of the Lord, ſhould depart from iniguity (n): Which, as 
it is a Means of God's appointing, to keep from Apoſtacy; 
So it ſhall be to them an Evidence, that they are of that 
Foundation, and ſhall be kept. For, it being His ſcope, to 
Comfort Believers againſt their Miſgivings, which ariſe 
from a Senſe of their own weakneſs, and a like aptneſs in 
themſelves to Revolt; He needs muſt uſe an Argument ſui- 
ted to ſuch an End: And therefore, in ſaying | The . Founda- 
rion of God f{anderh ſure ;] He muſt intend, Believers ſtand- 
ing ſure upon it: For, the ſtanding ſure of the Foundati- 
On, would be ſmall Comfort to us, if yet We might be 
blown off it, „r fuk beſides it. Does God take Care for 
Sparrows ? tor Uxci.? tot Ravens? Much more tor Believing 
Souls, who he committed themſelves to His Keeping, 
Let the Fowler do all te can, not a Sparrow ſhall fall to the 
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Ground: vote ſay, without the Will of God they cannot; 
And the Will of God is, that they ſhall not: A thouſand may 
Fill at bis file, and ten thouſand- at his right band, but it ſhall not 
conc 10h bim (0)... He that determin'd ſuch a Sparrow ſhall 


ot tall, determin'd alſo to prevent that which would cauſe 


him to tall: And therefore, either the Fowler {hall not find 
ird or the Eird ſhall diſcern his approach, ur ſmell the 
det, and be gone; Or, if he ſhobt, he ſhall miſs his 
h.3:A ; Or if he Fit, it ſhall light on the Feathers that will 
'prov az1'n; Or, on Come fleſhy Part that may be lick'd 
Whole; Or perhaps it ſhall open an Ulcer that could, not 
Otherwile be Cured : A Believers Heel may te brui ſed, but 


his vital parts are out of reach, and therefore ſaſe. 


Infer. V. Let this Doctrine of Pelievers Tuvincible Perſe- 
verance in Faith and Holineſs, ſtrengthen our Hearts againſt 
all ſorts of Doubts and Fears which may ariſe from the pre- 
ſence of indwelling-Sin, with its frequent and ſturdy Infur- 
tections; ſince He that hath begun, will alſo terfect His Work 
with P>wer (p). Judge righteous Judgment: Ot our ſelves 
indeed we cannot think worſe than we Ceſervez but of 
our State, we may: Therefore For help in this caſc, Conſider, 

1. That tho” the New Nature ſhall certainly expunge the 
old, at lat; the Work is not perfected. here. But take this 
for your prelent relief; that the beſt Principle is ſtill predomi- 
nant, and getting ground, and the old Party ſhall never te- 
Covet its waſting Condition: For, the Kingdom of God once 
11 the Heart wil ſurely work and ſpread it (1 r, till the whole 
lump is favoured by, it {q); To him that [hath } Hall be gi- 
ven (r). He that (hath) life ball have it more atbmmdantly (s) 
As it was God who girded you with Strength, o He will make 
Jour May perfect (t). The? Faith and Holineſs be at preſent 
but as two little flocks of Kids; And Sin (like the Syrians 
Army) fills the Country: Be not diſmayed ; the King of 
Iſrael will clear the Country of them; iis Six it ſpall lift up 


a Standard rgaini them (u); and though they come in like 4 
Flood, by Him fhall their proud Waves be ſtayed (x). The Lord 


lays to you in this Caſe as he did to Jeremy ; I have made thee a 
defenced City, an Hon Pillir, aud Brazen Walls, agaihſt the whole 


(0) Iral. 91, 7. (p). Phil. 1. 6. 2 Theſſ. 1. 11. (q) Mat 
T2. 31, 33. (r) Chi 25. 29. (s) John 10, 10. (t) Hal. 18. 
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L- ball fight og rink thee but | they \ vot pre vaç ogai 

15 Or, as once to His People, concerning the Giant 

GC, ' +: 'im wot, for I will deliver him, and all bis people, 

2 ” . 1 * g 
2. ©. neſs is not unto death. The Conflict is not 

t weaken ſtroy, but for Tiial aud Iniprovement a1 


y ut Jaith, 2nd other Graces z the very Trial wheres! is 
prenuw (4), and ſhall be ound ſo at laſt; both to the ( 
iv Of Him that trys you, and yours who are tte, 
Abraham, Did, Fob, and others, are pregnant Examplus of 
this; they came forth like Gold, more pute, ſolid, and 
flexible. David, indeed, tho' he held taſt his Contidence 3 
gre it while; yet full being purſued and qwer-preHt; Every 
Gy tuvolv'd in Danger anew; and having once admitted 
canal keaſon into his Council; he began to flag in hisFaith, 
IJ. call one day periſh, — and All men ave liars (b): But it was 
in his haſte ; not conſidering the ſureneſs ot an Abſolute Pro- 
mile; and therefore, when he had better weighed it, he 
conſeſſes his fault, and recovers from it; and his Faith was 
wproved hy his Trial: For, bing come again to rt (eli, he 
cumfortably conc ludes, that Goodneſs and Mercy ſpall follow him 
all the days of hs life; and, notwithſtanding his preſent Exile, 
be ſhall dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever (c). 

3. Ee it always remembred, that God reckons of a Man 
according to what his Mind is; and * ought ſo alſo to 
reckon cf your (ſelf, This was PauPs courſe in Rom, 7. 
where he thus reaſoneth; Now if I do that I would not, it us 
10 more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in me(d); Before 
Converſion it was Saul, but Now *tis Sin. Believers may 
be led captive (at Times) even after they have (worn 
Fealty to their true Lord; But fil they are His in 
their Mind, and that's their Mark. It is the ſame with that 
in %; Wheſoevey us born of God doth not commit fin; and he 
£1101 fm becauſe he i H of God (e); i. e. He does not, not 


b cannot fin, as the Devil's Children do 5 tor their Wills 
arc in it, (which alſo is theit mark) according to John 8. 


44: The luſis of your Fither [ye will do:] But a Regeucrate 
e:ſon, The evil be doth, he | allow: not.] And this is a ita ing 
Conſideration, that if with our und we ſerve the Law of God, 


—— — 


Fer. 1. 18, 19. ee „R. i. 7. (0) 1 Sam, 
27. 1. Tfal. 116. 11. (C) Hal. 23. 7. (d) Kom, 7. 2% 
(r) 1 hn 3. 9. 


| 


— 


it Mall 
Lin (f). 
will C7; 
chargec 
22. 25, 


4. B 
own pl. 
cometh | 
and bl 
alſo lu 
old St. 
make t 
their S8 
flourif 
off, th 
ſhall br: 
Once; 
be oth: 
ther (i 
to Hin 


Infant 


Cre of 
You 
Com 
you K 
your f 
they ! 
Only, 
4 Ma 
he wa 
tre, 
have « 
much 
Mind 
you; 


(t 
(h) 7 
J+ 5 
30. 2, 


ang 
ant 


ro ple, 


3 not 
1's) 
is 
* 
tied. 
SS of 

and 
e 4 
very 
itted 
aith, 
, WAS 
Pro- 
t, he 
| Was 
t, he 
v him 
ile, 


Man 
o to 
Me 7. 
it 1 
efore 
may 
vorn 
is in 
that 
nd he 
„ nor 
V 11s 
u 8. 


crate 


Gol 


U— — — 


dam. 
2 "ho 


1 


ef Perſeverance." 291 
it Mall not Ruin us, that with or fleſh we ſerve the Faw r 
Lin (tf): But how ſhalt ] know it? it you be Ruced, you 
will Cy our; and if you Cyy, it is a oh and ſhalt i! be 
charged to your Account: Ye have the Law tor it, in err, 
22, 25, 26, 27. So, he that kills a Man agamft hs will, is 
not reckoned a Murtherer, nor worthy of Death; albe:t the 
Act it felt be the ſame that another Man, whoule Will was 
wit, ſhall die mh 

4+ Believers are Trees of Righteonſneſs, and of the Lord's 
own planting: and theretore, rhey ſhall not fear when heat 
cometh (h). They have their Autumns indeed, (too voiten) 
and blighting Winds; (perhaps in the Spring-titime to and 
alſo luxuriant Branches ad Suckers, proceeding im the. 
old Stock; which rob the good Ones ot thetr Sap, and 
make their Fruit lefs, both in Bulk and Peruty : But Hall 
their Subſtance is in them, and therefore they revive and 
flouriſh again. And while thoſe Suckers are mp'd and prun'd 
off, the true Branches are preferv'd and cherif}'d (i); They 
Hall bring forth Fruit in their Old Ae (K). They that arenow (1. c, 
Once; They that are once) the Children of God, mal! never 
be otherwiſe; ſive only in à greater likenels to their Fa- 
ther(/). And tho! their living on Him, aud their Iikeneſs 
to Him, be very weakly ſowe/imes, (us the Natural Lite ot 
Infants is) yet, being — — mult be 4; and the Hud 
Cve of their Fat her is,B to Nutſe them up to a PV an (n). 

Vou'll ſay, perhaps, That never had any ſuch Cauſe of 
CINE as you; and poſſibly it may be fo: Vo be Cure, 
you know not that they had: And thoſe you compare' 
your ſelf with, muy luve fard as much of themiclves; and 
they had the like Cauſe; for our Hearts are faſhion d alike; 
Only, each one beſt knows the plague cf his own: Agr, 
Man of great Wiſdom and Holine(s, favs of himſelt, that 
he was more brutijþ than any Man (n). But ſuppoſe it be 
true, that Others Corruptions have not broke out as yours | 
have donc; yet may not this put your Faith to a ſtand; 
much leſs make you weary, recoil, or to faint in your. 
Minds: For the ſame Grace that prevented them, can pardon 
you; and will, it you caft your ſelves upon it. Ye may,in- 
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deed, be allowed to complain of your Sins; for, nothing 

elſe have ve to complain of: Therefore, complain and c 
out as loud as you will; O etched Man that I am! Who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of death? But withal, betake you to 
the ſame Refuge that he did, and abide by it; I thank God 
thro Feſus (hriat our Lord! Rom. 7. 24, 25. Here you may 
triumph over all, both Complaints and the Cauſes of them, 
It muſt always be granted, That to deal with Sin, con- 
zd, mtrenci?d, and fortified, as it is, is a great Undertak- 
Ing, and yet muſt be undertook, and gone-through with 
too; there is nq Retreat to be {aunded, nor Armour pro- 
vided for your Back; Every Child of Adam muſt either kill 
Or be kill'd in this Combate; there's no compounding the 
Difference, nor Diſcharge in this Warfare, till the Day be 
periectly Won: But what a Recruit is there levied, and al- 
ways ſtands ready, as a ſure Reſerve! That tho" the Conf:# 
be ſharp, the Succeſs is ſure: And in order thereto, (amongſt 
Other Rules and Articles of War) bear in Mind theſe tew 
following. (1.) Intangle not your ſelt; but ſhun and avoid 
whatever may prove a Clog, or unfit you tor Duty. (2.) Ex- 
erciſe your ſelt in handling your Spiritual Arms, eſpecially 
that of your Faith. ,(3.) Stand on your Guard watchtfully; 
that ye be not ſurprized by ſudden Excurhons, or under 
Pretence of Friendſhip. (A.) Arm your ſelf with the ſame 
Mind that was in Chriſt; ſet vour Face as a Flint, and con- 
clude, That ye Hall nc! be coufounded. (5.) Submit to the Place 
your General trath ſet you in: It muſt have been ſome Bo- 
dy's Lot, and why not yours? Aud the hotter it is the more 
honourable; Remembring withal, that when the Temptation 
was appointed, Then alſo was ordained, a Way to eſcape ; 
and this you are told of betore-band, that you might be able 
zo bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. (C.) Loak that ye fight with proper 
Weapons; which are only to be had at the Covenant of 
Grace, and the Croſs of Chriſt; and There they; axe never 
wanting: And be ſure, ye go not down to the Philiſtines, 
Either to forge or ſharpen. (7.) Fight not as one that beats 
the Air; but as having, indeed, à ſturdy Adverſary to 
deal with; whom yet you are ſure to overcome. (8.) Look fill 
on your Captain, to obſerve what He ſavs and does, and 
do likewiſe : To take up the Croſs and endure Hardſlup, are 
neceſſary Accoutrements:ifor a Soldier of Chriſt. (9.) Wait 
in the Lord to Renew your Strength; who, then beſtits 
Hunfelf moſt, when your Strength is gone; He then lays hold 
J : upon 
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upon Shield and Buckler, and ſtands up far your Help, Pal, 
35. 2. (10. ) Loſtly, (and to Influence al.) Mind the Lord of 
His Covenant; even Then, when your (elf, perhaps, think 
on it with Trouble, as doubting your Intereit in it. Pray 
Him ta remember it for you; and with the ſame Good-Will 
wherewith He made it: Beſeech Him to look on His Bow 
in the Cloud, which Himſelf hath ſet there, as a Cure Sign 
between Him and you; That tho' the Skies be Red and low - 
ring, the Clouds return atter che Rain, and the Billows go 
over your Head, you ſhall nut be deluged by them: By thus 
it is, that ye are hedged about, and walled up to Heaven. 
Therefore, Stand not like Men in ſuſpenſe ; as unreſolved to 
fall on, or doubtful how to come off; But On, On, the 
Day's your Own; the Lord of Holts purſues them; And les 
all the Sons of God ſhout for joy. 


Lifer. VI. Since Believers only are intereſſed in the Cove- 
nant, and that Faith is a neceſlary Inſtrument which the Co- 
venant will not Work without, and without which you can- 
not Work with it, nor ſee your Intereſt in it; Look well to 
your Faith: Firit, That it be of the right Kind; ſuch as Re- 
nounces Self, and lives upon Grace; And then, having 
found it ſuch, be ſure ye keep it well, and improve it to 
the utmoſt. Two Uſes, eſpecially, are to be made of it; 
1. As your Shieid; to ſupply the Place of all other Pieces 
of your Armour, when broken or looſe; as well as to ſafe- 

uard them, when they are whole and tight about you. 

F your Helmet be out of the Way, and fiery Darts come 
pouring down; Hold up your Faith between your Head 
and them: Faith is the trueſt quench-coal to the Fire of 
Hell. If your Sword be furgot, or laid afide, or wants an 
F.dpe, Sc. Your Shield if well applyed, will retort your Ene- 
my's Weapons on his own Head. 2. Faith is your Spiritual 
Optick, which ſhews you things of Greateſt Moment, and Vt 
575 Viſible: F.ven Chariots and Horſemen ol Fire, are 
not diſcernable without it. It Temptations from the World 
do indanger you; Turn your Faith that Way, and thro' it 
view aud conſider how {hallow and ſhort- liv'd the Pleaſures 
of it are; and how Momentary your Sufferings. Then look 
at the World to come; the Glory of it, and your Intereſt 
in it; and how much your Crown will Le brightned by the 
Tryals.you have paſs'd under here; and dwell on the Con- 
templation of it. Bend not your Eye ſo much on the 5 
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ri] and Length of yout' Paſſage, as on the long'd for Shore 


that Hes beyond it; and reckon the Surzes of that dreadtul 
Gulph which 1s yet betwixt you and It, but as fo many 


Strokes towaft you thither. This was the Courſe that Moſes - 


took (o), and Chriſt himſelt (7): Nothing fo blunts the 
Edge of Satan's Temptations or the World's, as this Faith 
of God's Eleft. Therctore, ſee that you hold faſt your Faith; 
Keep tt as your Lite, (keep That, and it will keep you;) 
and let it not go untit ye die. Then indeed, it will leave 
yon, becauſe then it will have done you all the Service it 
can; even the whole of what it was ordained for. But 
ſhall Faith then be diffolv'd and go to nothing? T would 
rather expteſs it as the Apoſtle doth the State of the Saints, 
tat ſhall be found alive at Chriſt's coming, They ſhall not die, 
but they ſhall be changed (q). Faith ſhall Then be turned in- 
to Sight, and we ſhall have the Real Preſence, Full Poſſeſ- 
ſion, and Perfect Fruition of that Bleſſednefs we have be- 
lieved and hoped for. And then ſhall we ſay to our glort- 
fied Redeemer, Thou art the God that haſt ted me all my 
Lite long; Thy Fleſh has been Meat indeed, and thy Blood 
Drink indeed : Many a good Meal have I had upon it in the 
Valley ot Baca; even Feaſts of fat Things, and Wine on the 
Lees + Other Bridegrooms and Saviours * done worthily; 
but thou excelleſt them all; They ſet forth their beſt at firſt; 
but thou haſt kept the good Mine until NOW! 


Infer. VIE. Gather hence, both the Reafon and Rationality 
of the Saints Deſires to be diſſolv'd (). They knew, that 
when this Earthly Tabernacle went down, they had a better, 
and more apactous Building in Heaven (5). They alſo found, 
that Spirits dwelling in Fleſh, are too much ſtrei ght ned and 
infirm, either to bear the Glory they were made tor, or ta 
expreſs an anſwerable Thanktulnefs tor it: And for this they 

roaned; Not to be unclothed, as weary of their preſent 
tate, but to be clothed upon with their Houſe from Hea- 
ven (t). They were NO # the Sons of God (tr); but what 
they bond be, and fain would be, did not appear to them; 
nor could, *till the Vail was Rent, which hung (as yet) 
between them and the Hoh of Holies. The ſirft-truits of the 
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of Perſeverance: 2 
*), which were both an Eayneſt and Foretaſte of future 
Guory (0, in(pired them with tervent Defires of Liberty; that 
gloriow Liberty which belong'd to them, as being the Sons of 
God (z). They had by Faith laid hold on Eternal Life; 
This they nad till in their Eye, and earreſtly purſued; And 
ſo intent they were upon it, that they even forgat what was 
behiud (a), thy? very memorable in its Time: The Myc! 
they bad attain'd, they counted tor Nothing, to what was 
coming; Nox xeckon'd for airy Coſt, to gain that ineſtima- 
ble Pearl, viz. The Prize of the high Calling of God in Chyift (bj. 
This they knew was a Thing too big tor Mortal Scales; 
tho' as highly refin'd and ſublimated, as capable of while 
Mortal; and therefore long'd for that Day, when Inwor- 
tality ſhould be their RN. The Love of God ſhed 
abroad in their Hearts (c), had given ſuch a Divine Jin- 
&ure, and ſo transform'd and widen'd their Souls; as wy 
thing could ſatisfy, but that immenſe Deep from whence 1£ 
came. They knew, that When Chriſt their life hu, aßen, 
they ſhould be like Him, and ſhould ſee Him as He u (d): Not 
under Shadows, as of Old; nor in a State of Humiliation, 
as when upon Earth > nor, as ſince, under Memortals and 
Repreſentations; but in His State of Glory: The Sin Of 
which would trans form them into His Image indeed; a till 
Then, they could not ſay, It i exvough, They knew, that the 
very Quinteſſence of Heavenly Beatitude, conſiſts intl. n- 
on of God; and that Heaven it (elf, with all that Innumetable 
Company of Angels, and Spirits of juſt Men made periect, 
Nag a very glorious and defirable Society) would nat ſatis- 
ty Heaven-born Souls, it their Lord Him(elt were not there 
in His Glory: Hence thoſe holy FExclamations and out-cr:cs, 
Pon have I in Heaven but Thee (e)] and When ſball I come 
and appear before God (F)! Good Jacob would gu and (oe 1s 
Beloved Joſeph before he died; and Theſe would die, to 85 
and ſce Therrs, Thus dues the Kingdom of Heaven (as 4 
were) ſuffer violence a ſecond Time from the Heirs of Salva 
tion; they know it is theirs; and that they were wroup it 
tor thit ſelf Came Thing; and being theirs, they might IA 
tully take it by Force upon all carnal Impeduments (g). 
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(x) Rom. 8. 23. 2 Cor. t. 22. (Y) Eph. 1. 14. (z) Nom. 8. 
21. (a, Phil. 3. 13. (b) Ver. 14. (c) Rom. 5. 5. (d) C. 3. 4. 
(e) Hal. 73. 25, () Hal. 42. 2. (8) Hatch. 11. 12. 2 Cor. 
3 $» 
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Difer. VIII. To cloſe all, you have ſeen wit 7 
and others did; Go you and do likewiſe ; Haſten to the 1). » 
God (h), and wait for it, as they that watch for the Morn 
ing. 1. Aﬀettionat2ly, as à thing greatly defirable, eſpect ally 
_ after a dark and toilſom Night. 2. Patiently, and with .- 
etneſs; not precipitating, but as knowing it will come, and 
that in the fitteſt Time. z. Attentive'y,” as not willing to 
loſe the ſmalleſt Sound of your Maſter's Feet. 4. With Di. 
Heence allo and Preparedneſ: ; that neither Oyl nor Lig biin 
way be to ſeek when the Cry 15 made. * Be always Ready, and 
Then Groan: Groan (I ſay) tor that Day of Glory, when 
Lite an ! Immortality ſhall be brought to Life in Perfection; 
When your ſelt, with all the Elect of God, meetiig in that 
Great and General Aſſembly, the Ghurch of the firſt-born which 
are written in Heaven (i); may be entirely; e and 
cverlaſtingly taken up in admiring Eled ing Love, which ſo 
gloriouſly and happily ſhall have wrought all our Works 
tor us; and brought us to the ultimate End it deſigned us 
for; which was, To be ever with the Lord; to fee lim 
as He is; and to experience the Sum of that great Petition 
in the 17, of John ; That they may be one in u3 (k). And in 

our Way thither, Carry this Aſſurance ſtill before you; 

hat the Came Hands which laid the Fondation, will al- 
ſo lay the Top-ſtone, and that with Ehontings; and you ſhall 
lift up to Eternity, that Loud and Joytul Ac-lamation, 
Grace, Grace unto it. (1). Happy art thou O Iſrael; who 1 
like unto thee, O People ſaved by the Lord, the Shield of thire 
Vel, and the Sword of thine Excellency ! All thime Eneuies ſpall 
be found Liars unto thee,” and thou ſþ1't trend upon their High 
Places (in)! And, which is more than Angels and Men can 
utter beſides, GO Dh be All in All (n)! To proclaim which, 
was the End of this Work. Amen. | 

(h) 2 Pet. 3.12. (i) Heb. 12. 23. (K) John 17. 21, 26. 
(1) Zech. 4. 7, 9. (m) Deut. 33. 29. 2 Sam. 22. I---- (n) 
1 Cor. 15. 28. N | 5 x T 
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